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LAST POST 

The following member of the Cardiľ RSL sub Branch 

passed away June 2026 

2135650 Sergeant William John STORER Army 

Sub Branch  Executive   

President Geoff Victoria  

Vice Presidents Jamie Purdon BEng (Hons), MProjMgt, MSc (FTE), MIEAust 

CPEng   

Treasurer Ben Coutman BBus, PGDAFM, CPA  

Secretary  Gary (Mick) James  AssocDipEng (Struct) JP  

   

Committee 

Des Abberfield        Doug Baldock  

Derek Kenyon         Peter Sneesby  

   

Trustees   

Paul Feenan JP       Dave Rebetzke           Phil Duvollet 

   

Wellbeing  

Advocate 

    Peter Sneesby                     Hospital Visitor Gary Griffith 

Compensation Advocates        Paul McGlynn MBA, MBus(HRM)  MEd      

                                       Peter McMahon BBus(Comp&MgtInfoSys), GradDipEd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor Bugle Magazine  

Paul Feenan BSocSc (JusticeStud), AssocDip (PolStud), JP  

Wellbeing Support Officers. 

 Desmond Abberfield Geoffrey Kelly Jamie Purdon 

Douglas Baldock Justin Klowss Dennis Tarran 

Noel Hillier Geoffrey McLaughlin Garry James 

 Peter McMahon  
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ON THE COVER 

Australian Flying Corps RE8 over the Somme Battlefield 1917. 

όSee article on page 17) 

Presidentôs Report 

Welcome to this winter edition of the Busted Bugle. With 

the colder months here, it is a timely reminder to stay 

connected, look out for one another, and check in on 

mates doing it tough because we are always stronger 

together. 

This year, our focus as a sub-Branch is simple: 

wellbeing, supporting our volunteers, and planning for a 

smooth leadership transition. 

Looking After Our Mates 

Veteran wellbeing remains our focus. 

Last month, I attended the Lake Macquarie and Newcastle Suicide 

Prevention Network on behalf of the sub-Branch. These connections help 

us better understand the support available to veterans and their families. 

Getting help early matters. Knowing what support is available, for yourself 

or a mate, can make a real difference when challenges arise. 

Our latest coffee catch-up brought together more than 60 members and 

partners. During the gathering, a veteran shared how a simple phone call 

from a mate helped them through a difficult period, a reminder that staying 

connected can make a real difference. 

After speaking with that veteran, I was reminded that some of the most 

important work we do is often the simplest. A hospital visit, a phone call, or 

simply checking in on a mate can mean more than we sometimes realise. 

Looking after one another is at the heart of what we do. It is also important 

that we continue speaking up on issues that affect veteran wellbeing, 

including recent changes to veteran services announced in the Federal 

Budget. 

Our coffee catch-ups, chair yoga and walking group continue to keep 

members, partners and carers connected. 

If you are interested in helping with hospital visits, welfare support, or 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 
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completing the Wellbeing Support Officer course, please speak with 

Wellbeing Advocate Peter Sneesby. 

Planning Ahead 

As advised at the AGM, I will be stepping down as President at the end of 

the year as part of our succession planning. 

We remain in a strong position as a sub-Branch, with dedicated people and 

solid programs in place. If you are interested in the President's role, please 

speak with me or the Secretary. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

At the end of the day, it is about making sure no one is left carrying things 
on their own.   

Geoff 

Hi from the Auxiliary, 

Our June Bunnings BBQ was another fantastic success. 

Weôre still finalising the numbers, but it looks like we raised 

over $1,500 after costs. Once again, thank you to everyone 

who volunteers ð we simply couldnôt do this without you. 

A special thank you to Ruth Crawford, who continues to do 

an outstanding job as our BBQ Captain. 

Our next BBQ is on Saturday 15 August, and Iôll be calling for volunteers 

again. Next year weôll try to space them out a little more, with one earlier 

and one later in the year. 

Planning is also underway for our Christmas Luncheon. As well as being a 

festive event, itôs an important fundraiser for us, with Auxiliaries travelling 

from as far as Sydney. If you have any knick knacks or items youôd like to 

donate, please see Ruth ð weôre always looking for lucky door prizes and 

similar contributions. 

Thatôs all for this month. 

Regards, Paul Brien 
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Farewell to a Workhorse: The M113 Re res 
 
After more than sixty years 
in Australian service, the 
Army is finally retiring the 
M113 Armoured Personnel 
Carrier. First delivered in 
1964 and blooded in 
Vietnam, the M113 became 
one of the most 
recognisable vehicles in 
Australian military history. 
Simple, reliable, and 
famously tough, it carried 
generations of soldiers 

through training, operations, and war. 

Despite major upgrades over the decades, the basic 1950s design can no 
longer meet modern battlefield threats. Its aluminium armour offers limited 
protection against RPGs, IEDs, and autocannon fire, and maintenance 
demands have grown sharply with age. The arrival of the Boxer CRV and 
the new Redback Infantry Fighting Vehicle marks a decisive shift to better 
protected, more capable platforms. 

Today the M113AS4 is restricted to training and support roles, with many 
vehicles already placed into storage or disposal programs. Australia joins 
the United States and several NATO nations in retiring the type, with 
surplus vehicles often sent to Ukraine for support duties. 

For veterans, the M113 is more than a machine. It is a symbol of service ð 
from the dust of Nui Dat to the streets of Dili and the training grounds of 
home. As it leaves the Armyôs order of battle, it closes a chapter that spans 
the careers of thousands of Australian soldiers. 

Clean clothes vanished. 
By a digger published in 1929 

Was washing day on the A40 troopship.  I had washed all my underwear 

issue and sat in a sunny spot to dry.  Being mess orderly for the day I had 

to go to the cookhouse.  Imagine my disgust when, on my return my clothes 

had gone, and to add insult to injury, there was a complete set of dirty ones 

in place.  I counted ten first and then exploded. 
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On the 84th anniversary of the Japanese shelling of Newcastle, Cardiff 

RSL volunteers Des Abberfield, Barry Copas, Doug Baldock and Peter 

Sneesby honour the legacy of Fort Scratchley’s defenders.  
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Why Australia Buried 23 of Its F 111s 
The Royal Australian 

Air Force retired its 

last F 111 on 3 

December 2010, 

ending nearly four 

decades of service.   

The aircraft had been 

a key part of 

Australiaôs long 

range strike 

capability since 1973 

and was well known 

to the public for its 

low level 

performance and dump and burn displays. 

After retirement, thirteen aircraft were kept for museums and base 

displays.  The remaining 23 airframes were disposed of at the Swanbank 

landfill near Ipswich in November 2011.  This decision was driven by safety 

requirements and by Australiaôs agreement with the United States, the 

original supplier of the aircraft. 

The F 111ôs fuselage was built from bonded composite panels.  The 

adhesive used in those bonds contained asbestos.  While the wings and 

tail could be removed and scrapped, cutting into the fuselage would have 

released asbestos fibres and required a specialised facility to manage 

safely.  The cost and risk made dismantling impractical.  Burial in a 

controlled site was the safest and most compliant option. 

By the time the aircraft reached Swanbank, they had been stripped of 

major components and decontaminated.  A diagram was produced 

showing the exact location of each fuselage in the landfill, ensuring the 

disposal record was complete. 

Although the aircraft was known in the United States as the Aardvark, the 

nickname was not commonly used in Australia.  RAAF crews called it the 

Pig, referring to its ability to fly at very low-level using terrain following 

radar.   

The aircraft buried at Swanbank were all RAAF machines, and the Pig 

Swanbank Disposal of F 111 Fleet  
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nickname remained part of their identity until the end. 

Today, preserved examples across Australia continue to represent the 

typeôs long service.  The burial of the remaining aircraft ensured safe 

disposal and met international obligations, closing the F 111 chapter in a 

controlled and responsible way. 

Pink Spi ires 
A small number of 

Spitfires used during 

the Second World War 

were painted in a very 

pale pink.  These 

aircraft were unarmed 

and used only for 

photographic and reconnaissance missions, where remaining unseen was 

critical. 

Reconnaissance flights were often carried out at dawn or dusk, when the 

sky and cloud layers took on soft colours.  Standard camouflageðgreens, 

browns, and greysðstood out clearly against the lighter sky at these times, 

making an aircraft easier to spot from the ground. 

Technicians observed that early morning and late afternoon clouds 

frequently had a pink or salmon tint.  A light pink paint was tested on a 

reconnaissance configured Spitfire to see if it would blend better with these 

conditions.  The results were effective: the aircraft became difficult to see 

against the sky at the times it most often operated.  The colour also worked 

well under overcast conditions, blending with the muted greys of cloud 

cover. 

The pink scheme was applied to certain Photographic Reconnaissance Unit 

(PRU) Spitfires.  These aircraft carried cameras instead of guns, had extra 

fuel for long range flights, and relied entirely on speed, altitude, and 

camouflage for survival. 

Pilots were initially unsure about flying a pink aircraft, but the camouflage 

quickly proved its value.  Reduced visibility from the ground increased the 

safety of crews who operated deep inside enemy territory without defensive 

weapons. 
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On 18 June, a group from the Cardiff RSL sub Branch enjoyed a wonderful 
day visiting Fighter World at Williamtown. The outing began with a 
sumptuous morning tea at the 3 Beans Caf®, setting a relaxed and cheerful 
tone for the day. The group was then guided through the displays by well 
informed and engaging staff, whose knowledge greatly enhanced the 
experience. After the tour, the group travelled to the Three Sicilians 
restaurant at Club Stockton, where they shared an excellent lunch and 
reflected on what had been a thoroughly enjoyable and well organised day.  
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Members�¶��Vision Comes to Life in New Cardiff RSL Mural 

Most Australians think about remembrance on ANZAC Day and 

Remembrance Day. In Cardiff, it is now part of everyday life. 

The sub-Branch has completed a mural at Cardiff RSL Club. It is on the wall 

facing Macquarie Road and replaces a blank wall with artwork about 

service and remembrance. 

The idea came from sub-Branch members, who had discussed installing a 

permanent mural at the Club for some time. Supported by the Club 

throughout the project, the mural is part of the sub-Branchôs ongoing work 

to recognise service and remembrance. It also reflects the sub-Branchôs 93-

year history of supporting veterans and the community. 

Funding for the project came through the Department of Veteransô Affairs 

Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants Program. 

Since it was installed, the mural has provided a daily reminder of service 

and remembrance, offering a moment of reflection for members, visitors 

and those passing by. 

The mural includes red poppies and both historical and modern military 

imagery. It also includes the words ñThe Price of Liberty is Eternal 

Vigilance,ò the motto of RSL NSW. 

The project was a joint effort between the Cardiff sub-Branch, Cardiff RSL 

Club, the Department of Veteransô Affairs, and the wider community. 

UP&UP Inspirations coordinated the project, and the artwork was created 

by It Stands Out. 

The mural stands as a reminder of service, reflecting the sub-Branchôs 

continuing role in honouring veterans and supporting the wider community. 

Geoff Kelly 
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The Bush Tucker Man 
The Bush Tucker Man Les Hiddins, better 

known as The Bush Tucker Man, is an 

Australian survival expert, former army 

officer, and television presenter. He 

completed two tours in Vietnam, serving 

first as a forward scout and later in army 

aviation, before turning his focus to 

survival research in northern Australia. 

Much of his knowledge came from time 

spent with Indigenous communities in 

Arnhem Land and Cape York, learning 

traditional bush foods and land skills. 

His TV series Bush Tucker Man (1988ï1996) made him a household name 

as he explored the outback and showcased native foods such as the 

Kakadu plum, one of the richest natural sources of Vitamin C. In 1987 he 

was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia for his work in combat 

survival and received a Defence Fellowship to further research survival 

techniques in northern Australia. His work led to the creation of the 

Australian Armyôs survival manual. 

Beyond television, Hiddins helped establish Pandanus Park, a wilderness 

retreat for war veterans, and has written several books on bushcraft and 

survival. He retired from the Australian Regular Army in 1989 with the rank 

of Major and continued to serve with the Army Reserve until 2001, working 

closely with Indigenous communities in northern Australia.  

Disclaimer 

This magazine is intended to provide general information, insight, and perspectives relevant to veterans and their 
families.  It does not constitute professional, medical, or legal guidance and recommendations.  Any reliance you 

might place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. 

  While we strive to ensure every effort is made to present factual information, it is acknowledged that some 
historical articles could be exposed to historical interpretations that may vary. 

Any views expressed by contributors do necessarily reflect the views of the magazine editor or sub-Branch. 

While external resources and websites are accessed and cross referenced for accuracy, it is acknowledged that 
inaccuracies can occur, and it is appreciated when corrections and feedback is provided. 
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BUDGET MEASURES OFFER COST OF 
LIVING RELIEF 
 
By Pat Conroy MP, Federal Member for Shortland 

On 12 May, our Federal Budget was handed down and 

included a range of measures to support veterans and 

their families, as well as new measures to provide cost-

of-living relief for all Australians. 

For veterans, weôre making the largest investment in allied health fees in 

over 20 years, as recommended by the Royal Commission into Defence 

and Veteran Suicide. The Budget included $169.7 million to increase fees 

for allied health providers from 1 July 2027, over five years. This means 

greater access and greater choice when accessing allied health services. 

Other initiatives included: 

 

$590.5 million over three years from 2026-27 to deliver innovative and 

evidence-based treatments to veterans, including for hearing loss and 

tinnitus. 

$3.4 million over two years from 1 July 2026 to extend the Provisional 

Access to Medical Treatment program. 

$0.5 million in 2026-27 to extend the Veteran Employment Program from 

1 July 2026. 

A new Annual Monetary Limit of $5,000 for allied health services, to start 

in July 2027. However, where thereôs a valid clinical need the 

Department of Veteransô Affairs will fund services above this limit. 

 

Weôve also introduced substantial measures to help you with the cost of 

living. This includes tax cuts, boosting minimum wages, making housing 

more affordable and making healthcare cheaper and more accessible.  

 

If thereôs anything I can help with, you can contact me on 4947 9546 or at 

pat.conroy.mp@aph.gov.au, or drop into the office. 
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The big news out of NSW Parliament is, of course, the 2026-

2027 NSW State Budget.   It was a modest Budget which 

included cost-of-living relief for families, including registration fees being 

slashed by $100 for private cars and $80 for motorcycles. 

Highlights for the Lake Macquarie electorate include: 

Cooranbong Public School relocation and a co-located public early learning 
centre, with $3.7 million allocated this year 

Release of remaining $12.1m for delivery of the $16m Speers Point 
roundabout upgrade 

Release of $11m to progress the Mandalong Road upgrade 

Funding for HNELHD Mental Health Service and Awabakal Medical Service 

$1m to plan for future paediatric oncology services in HNELHD 

Release of $1.1m for planning of the $40.4 million Morisset Sports Facility 

10 school crossing supervisors for Lake Mac schools, to increase road 
safety. 

I also welcome the Governmentôs largest funding boost for domestic and 

family violence specialist services in decades. Before the Budget, the NSW 

Independent MPs came together in support of this cause, and I spoke about 

the urgent need for more funding just this month in a parliamentary speech. 

The Government heard us and increased core funding by 

50% over 4 years. This will allow our overwhelmed frontline services to help 

more people, cut waitlists and save lives.  

 

If you need help with State Government matters such as Housing, Police, 

Transport or Health, please contact my Electorate Office. My staff can also 

assist you with JP services and arrange congratulatory messages for 

significant anniversaries and birthdays. You can visit us at 126A Cary Street, 

Toronto, (entry to carpark via TyrePower driveway on Victory Parade) 

phone: 4953 3200, or email: lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au. 

 

Kind regards 
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The past two months have been busy 

for 21 AAC Battalion and the NSW AAC 

Brigade. Since unit training began for 

the year, 21 AAC Battalion has 

continued to go from strength to 

strength. 

21 AAC Battalion took part in nearly 20 Anzac Day activities, from Forster in the 

north to Woy Woy in the south. The cadets did an outstanding job and were very 

well received by the communities they supported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NSW AAC Brigade also took part in the Regimental Sergeant Major of the 

Army (RSM-A) Drill Competition at the Royal Military College ð Duntroon in early 

April. Our friends south of the border won the overall team competition.  

 

211 AAC Battalion units 

on parage at Anzac Day 

services 
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We can proudly report that CUO Ben Duffy, the Brigade Cadet Adjutant and a 

former 211 ACU cadet, won the Sword Competition and was awarded the RSM-

A Gold Badge. CDTWO1 Scarlett Lewis, the 21 Battalion Cadet RSM and also a 

former 211 ACU cadet, won the RSM-A Silver Badge. 

 
 

 
 

In the second week of April, three cadets took part in the Deputy Chief of Army 
Adventure Training Award in the wilds of Tasmania. All three successfully 
completed the activity and were awarded their ATA Badge. 
 
Over the Kingôs Birthday long weekend, four cadets were selected from across 
the state to take part in the official Kingôs Birthday Parade at Government 
House, Sydney. The cadets gave up two weekends in a row to practise and then 
participate in the parade. They wore Service Dress, marched with the NSW 
Police Band and met the Governor of New South Wales, Her Excellency the 

CUO Duffy 
RSMðA Gold badge 

CDTWO1 Lewis 

RSM ïA Silver badge 

NSW Team at RMC-Duntroon 

ATAð� Ít was cold�´�� ATA Badge 



The Busted Bugle June 2026 Edi on 

Page 16 

Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC. 

 
I would also like to update the Cardiff Sub-Branch on the 

progress of ex-CUO Michelle Ryan, who has moved on to 

corps training as she works towards becoming a combat 

medic. Michelle showed great tenacity in overcoming 

several injuries at 1RTB Kapooka.   

In conclusion, I can reassure the members of the Cardiff 

Sub-Branch that the cadets you support are doing well and 

growing in numbers. Thank you again for your continued 

support. 

 

   LTCOL(AAC) Peter Lockwood 

   Assistant Commander, NSW AAC Brigade 

King's Birthday Cadet Royal Guard 

Hip, Hip, Hurrah 

Start Point NSW BDE Senior Cadets 

Ex-CUO Michelle Ryan 
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The Ghost RE8: A Flight Beyond Death 

 

O n 17 December 1917, 

an Australian Flying 

Corps RE8 

conducted one of the most 

unusual flights of the First 

World War.  Lieutenant James 

Lionel Montague Sandy and 

Sergeant Henry Francis 

Hughes of No. 3 Squadron 

AFC took off in RE8 A3816 for 

a routine artillery spotting 

mission over the Western 

Front.  Their task was to direct 

fire for 151 Siege Battery, 

whose 8 inch howitzers were targeting 

German positions near De¾l®mont and 

Armenti¯res. 

For the first 35 minutes, the sortie ran 

normally.  Then six Albatros D.Va 

fighters from Jasta 29 attacked.  

Despite being outnumbered, Sandy and 

Hughes shot down one of the 

attackersðLeutnant Rudolf Clauszð

whose aircraft, Albatros D.5390/17, 

crash landed behind Australian lines.  

The Australian War Memorial now holds that aircraft. 

Two other RE8s from the squadron, flown by Lieutenants E. J. Jones and 

H. N. Wrigley, joined the fight and helped drive off the remaining German 

fighters.  Jones flew alongside A3816 and reported it flying steadily, with no 

obvious damage. 

Then the wireless fell silent. 

When the aircraft failed to return, it was assumed lost.  The next day, a 

report arrived from St. Pol, nearly 80 kilometres away: A3816 had landed in 

a snowy field with only minor damage.  Inside were Sandy and Hughesð

both killed instantly by a single bullet that passed through Hughes and into 

���ƒ�‹�•�–�‹�•�‰���‹�•���–�Š�‡�������������ƒ�•�„�‡�”�”�ƒ���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�������` 

Leutnant Rudolf Clauszôs aircraft, 

Albatros D.5390/17 in AWM. 
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Sandy. 

What made the incident extraordinary was that the RE8 had continued 

flying for almost two hours after both men were dead.  With the throttle 

open, the aircraft drifted with the wind in wide circles until it ran out of fuel, 

gliding down to a relatively gentle landing.  This eerie, unattended flight 

earned it the name ñThe Ghost RE8.ò 

The episode highlights both the resilience of early military aircraft and the 

risks faced daily by AFC crews.  Sandy and Hughesô final mission remains 

one of the most striking and unusual events in Australian aviation history, 

remembered today through squadron records and the preserved Albatros 

that fell in the same fight. 

By a digger who was there 

Published 28 February 1931 
 
Yankee Defeat 

 
Many of the troops who made the trip across the Channel 'via Le Havre, will 
remember the old Irish mother who ran the "boozer' down on the Quay. 
 
When the first batch of Yanks were coming over a dozen or more Diggers 
were seated round the little tables doing justice to their beer, when in rolled 
three or four win -the-wars, who called for beers.  
 
No doubt with the Idea of drawing attention to their presence, one of them 
remarked, "I guess this beer's pretty flat, madam." 
 
"I guess it is," came back Mother, "seeing as it�¶s been four years awaiting 
for ya�´�� 

When people say �Cit�
s always the last place you look�
����Of 

course it is. Why would you keep looking after you�
ve found 

it?  
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3 Squadron, a Royal Australian Air 

Force (RAAF) fighter squadron, has 

evolved dramatically over more than a 

century of service. In the First World 

War, the squadron flew the two seat 

Royal Aircraft Factory R.E.8, a key 

reconnaissance, and artillery spotting 

aircraft. Over time, the unit transitioned 

from propeller driven aircraft to jet 

fighters and today operates the state of 

the art F 35A Lightning II from RAAF Base 

Williamtown near Newcastle. 

Formed at Point Cook, Victoria, on 19 

September 1916 under Major David Blake, 

No. 3 Squadron was one of four 

operational units of the Australian Flying 

Corps. After training in England, the 

squadronðthen comprised of Australian 

Army personnelðbecame the first AFC unit deployed to France in 

September 1917, flying R.E.8 reconnaissance aircraft. 

To avoid confusion with the British No. 3 Squadron RFC, the unit was 

briefly designated ñNo. 69 Squadron RFCò by the British. This terminology 

was never accepted by the squadron or the Australian Imperial Force, and 

the British designation was dropped in early 1918. 

The squadron achieved its first air to air victory in December 1917 and 

eventually claimed 15 German aircraft over more than 10,000 operational 

On 22 April 1918 in Bertangles, France, 
officers from Australian 3 Squadron, 

Australian Flying Corps with the machine-
guns from Manfred von Richthofen's 

plane. 

Members of the Australian Flying 
Corps bury the Red Baron 
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hours. In April 1918, the squadron became responsible for the remains of 

Manfred von Richthofen, the ñRed Baron,ò after he was shot down in its 

sector. Although Major Blake initially believed one of his R.E.8 crews might 

have been responsible, he later accepted that Australian anti aircraft 

machine gunner Sergeant Cedric Popkin most likely fired the fatal shot. 

3 Squadron soon joined I ANZAC Corps on the Western Front, providing 

bombing, artillery spotting, and reconnaissance support during the final 

year of the war. Shortly before the Armistice, the unit converted to the 

Bristol F.2 Fighter, then briefly conducted mail duties before being 

withdrawn to the United Kingdom and disbanded in early 1919. During the 

war, the squadron suffered 32 fatalities and lost 11 aircraft. 

The squadron was reactivated in 1925 as a permanent unit of the RAAF, 

beginning the long journey that would eventually lead to its modern role 

flying the F 35A Lightning II. 

If people make you sick, maybe you should try cooking them 

for longer.  
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For much of the 20th century, two frontline gallantry awards stood side by 

side: the Military Cross and the Military Medal.  Both recognised courage 

under fire, yet they were separated by a distinction based not on bravery, 

but on rank. 

The Military Cross 

Created in 1914 for officers and warrant officers, the Military Cross quickly 

gained a reputation for prestige.   

 

To the public ð and to many soldiers ð the Cross appeared 

the ñhigherò award. Officers were more visible, more likely to be 

mentioned in dispatches, and their decorations carried social 

weight.   

 

This led some to believe the Military Cross was more valuable, 

even though the acts it recognised were often no different from those 

performed by men in the ranks. 

The Military Medal 

Introduced in 1916 for NCOs and enlisted soldiers, the Military Medal 

honoured the same qualities: bravery, devotion to duty, and 

courage under fire.   

 

Many Military Medal citations describe extraordinary acts ð 

rescuing wounded mates, holding positions under 

bombardment, or fighting on despite wounds. 

Yet the Military Medal below the Military Cross simply because 

its recipients were not officers. 

Some soldiers accepted this as ñthe way things were,ò while 

others felt the divide unfairly implied that an officerôs courage 

counted for more. 

Among diggers, views varied: 

Some saw the Military Cross as the ñtopò award because of rank. 

Others believed the Military Medal represented the purest frontline bravery 

ð the courage of the ordinary soldier.   
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Most recognised that the criteria were identical, and the difference was 

rooted in class, not courage. 

 

Reform and the End of the Divide 

By the late 20th century, governments acknowledged the inequity. 

In 1993, the UK abolished the Military Medal and opened the Military Cross 

to all ranks, formally ending the rank based hierarchy. 

Australia, already using its own honours system, had moved away from 

such distinctions earlier. 

Legacy 

Today, both awards stand as reminders of a time when gallantry was filtered 

through rank.   

The Military Cross retains its association with leadership under fire. 

The Military Medal remains cherished as the diggerôs medal, earned by 

men whose courage was every bit the equal of their officers. 

Remember when everyone had diaries and got upset if 

someone read them?  Now they get upset if you do not read 

everything they post on Facebook 


