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LAST POST 

The following member of the RSL NSW Cardiff sub 

Branch passed away 15 February 2026. 

R66773 Leading Seaman Donald James Connolly Navy 

Sub Branch  Executive   

President Geoff Kelly  

Vice Presidents Jamie Purdon BEng (Hons), MProjMgt, MSc (FTE), MIEAust 

CPEng   

Treasurer Ben Coutman BBus, PGDAFM, CPA  

Secretary  Gary (Mick) James  AssocDipEng (Struct) JP  

   

Committee   

Des Abberfield        Doug Baldock  

Derek Kenyon JP         Peter Sneesby  

   

Trustees   

Paul Feenan JP       Dave Rebetzke           Phil Duvollet 

   

Wellbeing  

Advocate 

    Peter Sneesby                     Hospital Visitor Gary Griffith 

Compensation Advocates        Paul McGlynn MBA, MBus(HRM)  MEd      

                                       Peter McMahon BBus(Comp&MgtInfoSys), GradDipEd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor Bugle Magazine  

Paul Feenan BSocSc (JusticeStud), AssocDip (PolStud), JP  

Wellbeing Support Officers. 

 Desmond Abberfield Geoffrey Kelly Chrysten Pobje 

Douglas Baldock Justin Klowss Jamie Purdon 

Noel Hillier Geoffrey McLaughlin Dennis Tarran 

Garry James Peter McMahon David Boyd 
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ON THE COVER 
 

The Martin Place Cenotaph Sydney that was dedicated on August 8, 1927   
(See article on page 18) 

Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, however articles 

should be relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience. 

Articles will need to be vetted before publication and  we do reserve the right to edit the 

length of articles. 

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at 

Editor@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

President’s Report 
I hope the new year finds you in good health, 

surrounded by those who matter most. 

Your resilience, generosity, and the care you show for 

one another make this sub-Branch strong.  It’s a 

privilege to serve alongside you in a community defined 

by respect, mateship, and service. 

The past year brought challenges but also showed our 

strength.  Together, we’ve kept our Care, Camaraderie, 

and Commemoration programs active, attending meetings, events, and 

supporting mates in need. 

At our recent AGM, you endorsed a new leadership team, and I thank them 

for stepping up.  I also thank Garry Griffith and Jennifer Kenyon for their 

dedicated committee service, and I deeply appreciate Ray Kelly’s long-

standing contribution as Vice President and Catering Officer. 

I’d like to recognise the hard work of our Auxiliary and congratulate their 

newly elected leadership team.  Congratulations to Paul Brien on his 

appointment as the new Auxiliary Coordinator.  My heartfelt thanks to Kerry 

Forrester, our outgoing Coordinator, whose dedication has left a lasting 

legacy. 

Looking ahead, it’s time to turn intent into action. Together, we can make 

2026 a year of progress, unity, and service. I encourage all members to 

volunteer—your time creates a real and lasting impact.  

Geoff 
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13 Years Making Cardiff RSL a Home - The Ray Kelly’s 

Story 
Joining Cardiff RSL & Early Service 

After 13 years of service to Cardiff sub-Branch and the wider community, 

Ray Kelly is stepping back, leaving a legacy of friendship, leadership, and 

care. 

Ray joined the sub-Branch in 2013 and became a familiar, dependable 

presence. In 2014, he became Catering Officer and joined the Committee, 

starting years of service. Through his role, Ray 

naturally became our Camaraderie Officer, 

ensuring member camaraderie was represented 

at Executive meetings and every event fostered 

connection, inclusion, and a welcoming 

atmosphere at the heart of our sub-Branch. 

Catering, Camaraderie & Community Spirit 

The first to arrive and last to leave, Ray ensured 

everything ran smoothly and no one was left out. 

His practical approach, calm manner, and 

genuine interest in others strengthened 

community bonds and reduced isolation for many 

veterans. 

Leadership & ANZAC Tribute Work 

Elected Senior Vice President in 2020, Ray brought fairness, sound 

judgment, and steady leadership to every responsibility. Beyond the sub-

Branch, he represented Cardiff, leading RSL funeral tributes, ANZAC 

ceremonies, and Remembrance services in schools and aged care 

facilities, passing traditions to new generations. 

Legacy & Continued Involvement 

While stepping back from duties, the spirit of mateship and welcome Ray 

helped build is woven into the sub-Branch and will endure. We look 

forward to his continued involvement at events and thank him for his 

service, friendship, and lasting impact. 
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 RSL NSW Cardiff sub Branch Auxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Paul Brien JP 

Deputy Co-Ordinator Ruth Crawford 

Purchasing Officer Stella Brien 

Hi from the Auxiliary, 

We held our first meeting and AGM in February, with elections for Co‑Ordinator, 

Deputy Co-Ordinator and Purchasing Officer.  The positions were filled as follows: 

Co-Ordinator: Paul Brien 

Deputy Co-Ordinator: Ruth Crawford 

Purchasing Officer: Stella Brien 

Thank you to our immediate past Co-Ordinator, Kerry Forrester, who did a 

fantastic job in 2025, guiding the Auxiliary to an excellent fundraising result.  I look 

forward to working with all Auxiliary and veteran members as we continue the 

great work of past years. 

Bunnings Glendale has asked for our assistance with two activities.  On 23–24 

February, we’ll be cooking the BBQ for their staff during stocktake.  Thank you to 

everyone who responded to Mick’s email—Kerry and Don Forrester, Jos, and Rae 

Dohmen, Des Abberfield and Geoff McLaughlin will be attending.  We also have 

four members helping at the East Family Night.  Both events will help top up our 

Bunnings gift cards for raffles. 

Planning for ANZAC Day merchandise sales is underway.  With strong volunteer 

numbers, we’re hoping to add a couple of extra sales days at local businesses.  

Thank you to everyone who put their hand up to help. 

There will also be another ANZAC Day raffle this year, with first prize again made 

up of the quality items Stella and Ruth secured from local businesses last year.  

Tickets go on sale at the beginning of April at the club and participating 

businesses. 

We’ve set our 2026 event calendar, with two Bunnings BBQs planned—one on 

Saturday 20 June and another in August.  We’ll be calling on veterans for a bit of 

extra help as those dates get closer, so please keep an eye on our reports at the 

general meetings. 

If you have any ideas for fundraising activities, please speak with one of the 

Auxiliary Committee members—we’re always keen for suggestions. 

Regards and stay safe, 

Paul Brien  

Auxiliary Co‑Ordinator 

 



 

 

National Servicemen’s Day: Marking 75 Years Since the 1951 Nasho 

Scheme 

On 14 February 2026, 

Australians gathered in 

Canberra to mark 75 years 

since the introduction of the 

(1951-1959) National Service 

scheme.  The National 

Commemorative Service, held 

in the Great Hall of Parliament 

House, honoured the young 

men who answered the call 

during a period shaped by Cold 

War tensions and the uncertain 

years following the Second World War. 

Between 1951 and 1972, more than 280,000 Australians were conscripted 

for compulsory military service.  

National Servicemen—known 

universally as Nashos—

strengthened Australia’s 

defence capability at home 

and, from 1965 onward, served 

overseas.   

The 1965 scheme marked a 

significant turning point: for the 

first time, balloted National Servicemen could be deployed to active service 

abroad, and many did so in the Vietnam War. 

The commemorative service acknowledged the contribution of all who 

served under the various National Service schemes, as well as the 250 

National Servicemen who lost their lives.  Attendees reflected on the 

experiences of the young men who were called up—many balancing 

training and service with work, study, and family responsibilities.  Their 

legacy remains an important chapter in Australia’s military history. 

The Luck of the Draw: Which Birthdays Came Up Most? 

As part of this anniversary, an analysis of all sixteen National Service 

ballots conducted between 1965 and 1972 reveals a fascinating pattern.  

Although the system was intended to be random, some birthdays appeared 



 

 

far more often than others. 

Across the entire scheme, the 12th of the month was the most frequently 

drawn day, appearing forty-one times.  Close behind were the 3rd and 11th, 

with the middle of each month proving particularly prominent.  Yet despite 

these imbalances, every valid day of the month—from the 1st to the 31st—

was drawn at least once, meaning no legitimate birthday escaped the 

system entirely. 

The tables below highlight the ten most and ten least 
frequently drawn birthdays across the National Service 

ballots. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Legacy Remembered 

As Australia marks 75 years since the first Nasho scheme, these insights 

offer a small but meaningful window into the lived experience of 

conscription.  Whether a birthday appeared often or rarely, every date 

ultimately had its turn in the barrel—a reminder of the arbitrary nature of 

the ballot that shaped the futures of thousands of young Australians. 

Most Frequently  

Drawn Birthdays  

(1965–1972) 

 

Ranking 
Day of 

Month 

Times  

Drawn 
1 12 41 
2 3 40 
3 11 39 
4 10 38 
5 14 38 
6 21 37 
7 7 36 
8 5 35 
9 15 35 

10 22 35 

Least Frequently  

Drawn Birthdays 

 (1965–1972) 

 

Ranking 
Day of 

Month 

Times  

Drawn 

1 31 18 

2 30 19 

3 29 20 

4 27 21 

5 28 21 

6 26 22 

7 24 22 

8 2 23 

9 18 23 

10 4 24 
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When Bravery Becomes Survival: The young Army Cadet 

Who Wouldn’t Give Up. 
A four-kilometre open-water swim 

followed by a two-kilometre run is a 

monumental undertaking for most 

human beings, but when the lives of 

your family are on your shoulders, it 

adds a whole new dimension. 

Army Cadet Austin Appelbee made 

international headlines when he 

swam through rough seas and then 

ran to raise help for his mother and 

siblings after they were blown out to 

sea in a rented kayak on January 30. 

Overcoming fear, fatigue and 

adrenaline, the 13-year-old, who 

parades with 50 Army Cadet Unit (Midlands) in Western Australia, made it 

to shore, where he contacted emergency services.  

His efforts led to the successful rescue of his mother and siblings, who had 

drifted more than 14 kilometres out to sea. 

In recognition of his extraordinary act of bravery, Cadet Appelbee was 

awarded the Australian Army Cadets Gold Commendation. 

Commander of the Australian Army Cadets, Brigadier David McCammon, 

said the efforts of Cadet Appelbee were astonishing and he joined the 

nation in acknowledging his monumental feat. 

“Austin displayed the determination and courage we expect of individuals 

far older than his years,” Brigadier McCammon said. 

“His ability to overcome fear and fatigue and focus on his singular objective 

– to save his family – was, to say the least, exceptional. 

I know I speak for every member of the Cadets and probably the Australian 

Army and greater Defence force when I say you and your actions exemplify 

the values which we hold dear and commend you for your awe-inspiring act 

– outstanding.” 

 

Cadet Austin Appelbee with his father and 

brother after receiving his Australian Army 

Cadet Gold Commendation.  
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Also on the 14 February—sixty years ago, Australia Leapt 

to Decimal Currency 
When Australians woke on 14 February 1966, 

the country felt just a little more modern.  C 

Day — the moment pounds, shillings, and 

pence gave way to dollars and cents — 

wasn’t just a currency swap.  It was a 

national reset. 

Before decimalisation, Australians navigated a system inherited from 

Britain: 

£1 equalled 20 shillings, each shilling 12 pence — a tangle of twelves, 

twenties, and mental gymnastics.  The coins of the era — half pennies, 

pennies, threepence, sixpence, shillings, and florins — still spark memories 

of lolly shops and heavy pockets. 

C Day changed all that overnight.  Banks opened early, shopkeepers 

armed themselves with conversion charts, and customers approached 

counters with curiosity and a hint of nerves. 

 

Older Australians feared slipping up on the new prices.  Younger 

Australians, already fluent in decimals, took to it instantly — often teaching 

their parents at the kitchen table. 

To smooth the transition, the Decimal Currency Board launched a 

nationwide education blitz.  Its star was a catchy tune that became 

impossible to escape: 

“In come the dollars, in come the cents…” 

It played on radios, televisions, and in classrooms.  Children sang it in 

playgrounds.  Even sceptics found themselves humming along.  One TV ad 

reassured viewers with the now‑famous line: 

  “See, even a little old lady like me can get with it!” 

The scale of preparation was immense: 

153 million new banknotes printed 

A full suite of new coins featuring Australian wildlife by designer Stuart 

Devlin 

More than 5,000 bank branches coordinating the rollout 
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Dual goods prices to ease the learning curve 

For two years, both systems overlapped until the old currency quietly 

disappeared. 

Older Australians recall the challenge; younger ones remember the 

excitement of something new.  Many continued converting prices back to 

shillings well into the 1970s, but the transition proved that sweeping 

national change could be achieved with planning, patience, and a little 

charm. 

Quick Facts 

“Dollar” beat out alternatives like royal and austral. 

The $50 and $100 notes arrived later, in 1973 and 1984. 

The $2 note was replaced by a coin in 1988. 

Two shilling One shilling Sixpence Threepence Penny Half penny 



The Busted Bugle December 2025 Edition    

Page 11 

125 Years of Nationhood: Reflecting on Australia’s Journey 
to Federation 
January 1, 2026, Australia marks 125 years since Federation — the moment 

the six colonies united to form the Commonwealth of Australia. This 

milestone invites reflection not only on the political negotiations that shaped 

the Constitution, but 

also on the public 

debates and 

newspaper 

commentary.  A 

series of 

referendums  held 

during 1899 and 

1900, the first of 

their kind in the 

British Empire 

supported the move 

to make the nation.  

Then a flag was 

needed. 

Following Federation, the Commonwealth 

Government announced a national flag 

design competition on 29 April 1901.  This 

was not the first such initiative — the Review 

of Reviews for Australasia had already 

launched its own contest in November 1900, 

anticipating the need for a unifying emblem 

for the new Commonwealth.  In a rare act of 

cooperation, the Government merged the 

journal’s entries with the official competition, 

creating a single national contest open to all 

Australians. 

The response was extraordinary.  More than 32,000 entries were submitted 

— an astonishing figure for a population of fewer than four million.  

Newspapers from 1901 capture the excitement that swept across the 

colonies as schoolchildren, artists, sailors, architects, and everyday citizens 

all contributed their vision of what the new nation should look like. 

 

Centennial park celebration of federation 1901 

Opening of the first 

Commonwealth Parliament 9 May 

1901 
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Entries were judged on: 

• history 

• heraldry 

• distinctiveness 

• utility 

• cost of manufacture 

These criteria ensured the winning design would 

be both symbolic and practical — a flag suitable 

for use at sea, on land, and in official settings. 

When the judges completed their review, they 

made a remarkable discovery: five entrants — 

working independently — had submitted almost 

identical designs.  The £200 prize was divided 

equally among them. 

The winners reflected the diversity of the young Commonwealth: 

• Annie Dorrington, an artist from Perth 

• Ivor Evans, a 14 year old Melbourne schoolboy 

• Leslie John Hawkins, a teenager from Leichhardt, NSW 

• Egbert John Nuttall, an architect from Prahran, Victoria 

• William Stevens, a First Officer with the Union Steamship Company of 
New Zealand. 

Their shared design became the 

foundation of the Australian 

National Flag.  It remains one of 

the most democratic and uniquely 

Australian moments in the creation 

of any national symbol. 
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The Little Kangaroo That Helped a Nation: How a Leather 

Badge Reveals the Real Origins of “Australia Day” 
If you were to hold it in your hand today, it might seem unassuming — a 

small kangaroo cut from brown leather, stamped with the words 

AUSTRALIA DAY and decorated with a splash of colour around its neck.  

But this humble badge tells a story far bigger than its size.  It speaks of a 

young nation at war, a community rallying in grief and determination, and a 

moment in history when “Australia Day” meant something very different 

from what it does now. 

In 1915, “Australia Day” did not fall on 26 January.  In fact, 26 January 

wasn’t widely known by that name at all.  For most Australians at the time, 

that date was called Foundation Day or Anniversary Day, marking the arrival 

of the First Fleet.  The name “Australia Day” would not firmly attach itself to 

26 January until the mid‑20th century. 

Instead, the very first “Australia Day” took place on 30 July 1915, and it 

wasn’t a public holiday — it was a nationwide fundraising appeal created in 

response to the mounting casualties at Gallipoli.  Communities across the 

country were desperate to support the wounded, and the government, 

charities, and local committees united behind a single idea: a day of 

patriotic giving. 

The result was extraordinary.  Streets filled with concerts, auctions, 

parades, and stalls.  Volunteers — many of them schoolchildren — fanned 

out across towns and suburbs selling small tokens to raise money for the 

Red Cross and other relief funds.  Badges, ribbons, buttons, and handmade 

novelties became symbols of compassion and national pride. 

Among them was the little leather kangaroo. 

One of the young volunteers selling these 

badges was Miss Gwendoline Lucy Allpress, a 

schoolgirl from Elizabeth Bay, NSW.  On that 

winter’s day in 1915, she walked the streets 

offering these kangaroo tokens in exchange for 

donations to help wounded soldiers.  Her efforts 

were part of a remarkable national mobilisation 

that raised significant funds for the war effort. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Gwendoline later donated examples of the items she sold to the Australian 

War Memorial, ensuring that the spirit of that first Australia Day would not 

be forgotten.  Her leather kangaroo badge — now catalogued as Accession 

Number REL/01626.006 — stands as a tangible reminder of how ordinary 

Australians responded to extraordinary times. 

It also reveals a fascinating truth: the name “Australia Day” originally 

belonged not to a date, but to a cause.  It was a rallying cry, a unifying 

moment, and a symbol of national identity forged in wartime.  Only decades 

later would the name migrate to 26 January, gradually replacing 

“Foundation Day” as the preferred term.  By the 1950s, the shift was largely 

complete, and “Australia Day” became the national holiday we recognise 

today. 

But the little leather kangaroo predates all of that.  It comes from a moment 

when patriotism was measured not in celebration, but in sacrifice — when 

schoolchildren, armed with nothing more than a handful of badges, helped 

raise money for wounded soldiers half a world away. 

More than a century later, this small, handcrafted token still carries the 

weight of that moment.  It reminds us that Australia’s national identity has 

always been shaped not just by dates on a calendar, but by the actions of 

everyday people.  And sometimes, the most powerful stories are found in 

the smallest objects — like a leather kangaroo that once helped a nation 

heal. 

Did you know that all of the scenes from the Star Wars movie 

were filmed on earth? 

Disclaimer 

This magazine is intended to provide general information, insight, and perspectives relevant to veterans and their families.  It 

does not constitute professional, medical, or legal guidance and recommendations.  Any reliance you might place on such 

information is therefore strictly at your own risk. 

  While we strive to ensure every effort is made to present factual information, it is acknowledged that some historical articles 

could be exposed to historical interpretations that may vary. 

Any views expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect the views of the magazine editor or sub-Branch. 

While external resources and websites are accessed and cross referenced for accuracy, it is acknowledged that 

inaccuracies can occur, and it is appreciated when corrections and feedback is provided. 
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The majority of units within 21 AAC 

Battalion have been on stand‑down 

since Christmas.  Despite this, a 

significant number of our cadets gave 

up a week of their school holidays to 

attend Specialist and Promotion 

Courses across the State.  Several staff also used a week of their annual 

leave to instruct on these courses. 

The Battalion has farewelled our Executive Officer, CAPT(AAC) Robert 

Cousins, who has been promoted to MAJ(AAC) and appointed CO of 23 AAC 

Battalion, covering the southern areas of Sydney and the South Coast.  His 

replacement is CAPT(AAC) Yvonne Fuller, an experienced officer who has 

returned to the Hunter. 

As mentioned in the last edition, I have been appointed for the next four years 

as the NSW AAC Brigade Assistant Commander (ACOMD).  The position of 

CO, 21 AAC Battalion, has now been filled by 

MAJ(AAC) Tracey Smith, who has served for 

several years as the NSW Brigade STEM 

Co‑ordinator. 

During the Promotion Courses, 211 ACU – 

Newcastle achieved another outstanding 

result.  CDTLCPL Jamie Sinclair excelled at 

the Corporals Course at Mahura and was 

awarded Student of Merit. 

21 AAC Battalion, the smallest in the State, 

has again had two of its senior cadets 

appointed to the Brigade’s Senior Cadet 

Leadership Group:  

• CUO Ben Duffy, 211 ACU – Newcastle 

• CUO Lucinda Bryant, 25 ACU – Erina 

In conclusion, I can assure the members of 

the Cardiff Sub‑Branch that the cadets you 

support are performing exceptionally well and 

continue to grow in number.  Thank you again 

for your ongoing support. 

LTCOL(AAC) Peter Lockwood  

Assistant Commander, NSW AAC Brigade 

Jamie Sinclair Presented Bronza 

Commendation by Deputy Commander NSW 

AAC BDE  

NSW AAC BDE Senior Leadership Group, 

CUO Ben Duffy (second from left) appointed 

BDE CDT ADJT & CUO Lucinda Bryant (far 

right) BDE CDT Training Officer.  



The Busted Bugle December 2025 Edition 

Page 16 

In a ‘personal thank you to the women of Australia who have served in the 

military,’ photojournalist Carla Edwards has been capturing portraits and 

recording the stories of ex‑servicewomen.  She launched HERStory: 

Remembering Australia’s Military Women in November 2022 with a small 

Woy Woy exhibition and has since photographed and interviewed more than 

200 women nationwide.  The exhibition, featuring 24 portraits, will be on 

display at NSW Parliament House throughout April, and I am honoured to 

host its launch, recognising the often‑overlooked contributions of Australia’s 

ex-servicewomen. 

I also recently congratulated Mr Gary Neville OAM of Woodrising on 

receiving the Medal of the Order of Australia in the 2026 Australia Day 

Honours for his outstanding service to community history.  Gary’s Forever 

Remembered project, begun nearly 30 years ago, identifies and honours 

World War I service men and women in unmarked or neglected graves.  His 

work has already resulted in dozens of new war graves and memorials, with 

many more approved. 

Thank you, Carla, and Gary, for preserving the stories and memory of our 

service personnel and helping ensure the ANZAC tradition endures. 

February’s parliamentary sittings were dominated by the aftermath of the 

Sydney CBD protests.  Peaceful protest is fundamental to a healthy 

democracy, and I welcome the Law Enforcement Conduct Commission’s 

independent review, which will help ensure public safety at future events. 

If you need assistance with State Government matters — including Housing, 

Police, Transport or Health — please contact my Electorate Office.  We can 

also provide JP services and arrange congratulatory messages for 

significant milestones.  Visit us at 126A Cary Street, Toronto (entry via 

TyrePower driveway on Victory Parade), phone 4953 3200, or email 

lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au. 

Kind regards 
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Planning of the Martin Place Cenotaph 
Planning for the Martin Place Cenotaph began with an early proposal for a 

grand ANZAC memorial building that would include a club for returned 

soldiers.  After several sites were considered, 

Martin Place—opposite the General Post 

Office—was chosen for its central role in 

wartime rallies and recruiting appeals. 

Funding was to come from the Sydney 

Council, the State Government, and public 

donations.  A design competition was initially 

planned but later abandoned, with the 

commission instead awarded to Sir Bertram 

Mackennal, whose Shakespeare statue at the 

State Library had impressed Premier Jack 

Lang. 

Excavation began in June 1927, carried out 

by Dorman Long and Company, the same 

firm building the Sydney Harbour Bridge.  All labourers were returned 

servicemen who were required to show their discharge papers. 

The 20‑ton granite altar stone was inscribed with “Lest we forget” and “To 

our glorious dead.” The memorial committee requested the dates 1914–

1919, but Mackennal refused, arguing the Cenotaph should honour not only 

those of the Great War but also the thousands who had died since the 

Armistice and those who would fall in future conflicts. 

If Money doesn’t grow on trees, then… 

Why do banks have branches? 

Buckley’s Chance 
The saying likely derives from William Buckley, a British convict who 

escaped custody near Port Phillip Bay in 1803 and survived for 32 years 

living with Aboriginal communities in Victoria,  His improbable survival 

became legendary, and “Buckley’s chance” came to mean a forlorn hope 

or near-impossible odds  
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On August 8, 1927, a dedication ceremony took place for the Cenotaph in 

Martin Place, Sydney.   

This event drew a crowd of around 10,000 people, including NSW 

government dignitaries, military officers, consular representatives, and 

religious leaders.  The stone was dedicated on this day, although it did not. 

Include the two bronze statutes. 

The Cenotaph Figures: The Soldier and the Sailor 
The bronze statues of the soldier and sailor at the Sydney Cenotaph were 

unveiled on 21 February 1929 by the Premier of New South Wales, Sir 

Thomas Rainsford Bavin, together with Lieutenant General Sir John 

Monash, Commander of all Australian Corps in the First World War.   

Designed by Sir Edgar Bertram Mackennal, the two figures stand guard at 

either end of the granite altar, symbolising the service and sacrifice of 

Australians during the Great War.  Both are depicted standing ‘at ease,’ a 

deliberate artistic choice.  When questioned, Mackennal explained that the 

Cenotaph is not a tomb; the figures are not in mourning but are guarding 

the Altar of Remembrance. 

It is widely believed that both statues were modelled on real servicemen 



The Busted Bugle December 2025 Edition    

Page 19 

wearing authentic uniforms, reflecting the attention to detail expected by 

veterans of the era. 

The soldier figure is believed to be modelled 

on Corporal William Pigott Darby, regimental 

number 6, who enlisted on 25 September 

1914 at Toowoomba, Queensland, joining the 

15th Infantry Battalion, AIF. 

The statue depicts him wearing a steel 

helmet rather than a slouch hat, with the 

chinstrap positioned behind the head — a 

detail typical of Australian troops on the 

Western Front in France and Belgium. 

Darby was wounded on 12 August 1916 at 

Pozières, where he was buried by shellfire.  

He suffered shell shock and deafness and 

was later transferred to the 4th Field Ambulance.  He returned to Australia 

in January 1918 and passed away on 15 November 1935, aged 63. 

The Royal Australian Navy sailor is based 

on Leading Signalman John William 

Varcoe, DSM, RAN.  At the time of the 

sculpture’s commission in 1927, Varcoe 

was still serving, allowing Mackennal to 

model the figure directly from a serving 

rating.  The statue wears the traditional 

naval uniform jacket and bell-bottom 

trousers tucked into boots and gaiters. 

John William Varcoe was born on 20 July 

1897 at Bakers Swamp, New South Wales, 

and attended Dubbo Public School.  He 

joined the young Royal Australian Navy in 

June 1913 as a Boy Second Class.  After training aboard HMAS Tingira, he 

was mustered to HMAS Cerberus as a Signal Boy. 

His first sea posting came in December 1914 aboard the light cruiser 

HMAS Pioneer, which took part in the German East Africa campaign and 

the destruction of SMS Königsberg. 

In April 1917, Varcoe joined HMAS Parramatta, one of the RAN’s River 
(Continued on page 20) 
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class destroyers operating from Brindisi with the British Adriatic Force.  On 

15 November 1917, the Italian liner Orione was torpedoed while travelling 

from Valona to Brindisi.  Parramatta rescued passengers and crew and 

took the damaged vessel in tow.  During repeated submarine attacks, 

Varcoe served in the original boarding party and maintained 

communications between the ships under fire.  For his “exemplary devotion 

to duty,” he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. 

A portrait of Varcoe painted in 1921 by official war artist Sir John Longstaff 

hangs in the Australian War Memorial.  He re‑enlisted in 1923 and 

continued serving until his discharge on 8 April 1928.  Little is known of his 

later life; he died in October 1948 at the age of 51. 

After installation, the positions of the sailor and soldier were reversed when 

it was noticed that the sailor originally faced inland while the soldier faced 

the sea.  The final arrangement places each figure in a stance of quiet 

vigilance, guarding the Cenotaph and its Altar of Remembrance. 
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By a digger who was there 
.Published June 1935 

We were in France out of the line when the officer of the day entered the 

guard room and found it empty for a private, who stripped to his shirt and 

trousers was lounging on a chair, smoking his pipe. 

Where’s the Sergeant of the Guard? Demanded the officer. 

Gone to the Non-Coms mess to have a drink sir, replied the private. 

And the sentries? 

In the canteen sir. 

Then confound it, man, what are you doing here? 

Me Sir, I’m the prisoner. 

A seat of remembrance—its shadow reveals the timeless 

words “Lest We Forget.”  This seat by Plasma Art, 

Adelaide is installed at the Launceston Cenotaph. 
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Lake Mac Jewellers 

337 Main Road,  

CARDIFF, NSW 2285 

(02) 4954 8677 

Iron Horse Inn  

329 Main Road,  

CARDIFF, NSW 2285 

(02) 4954 0994 

 

Wicks and Bits 

41 Harrison St,  

CARDIFF, NSW 2285 

(02)40228260 

A Good Day Café 

296 MAIN ROAD,  

Cardiff, NSW 2285 

0478 507 564 

Cardiff Quality Meats 

300 Main Road,  

Cardiff NSW 2285 

(02)49540595 

RepairMate 

Cardiff Shopping Centre  

Shop 1   ph (02) 40050005 

SuperCheap Auto Glendale 

25 Stockland Drive,  

Glendale Super Centre 

(02)49546066 

JB HiFi Glendale 

Glendale Super Centre 

(02)40418200 

Dan Murphys Glendale 

Glendale Super Centre 

1300723388 

Total Tools Warners Bay 

391Hillsborough Road,  

Warners Bay NSW 2282 

(02)49560000 

tel:0240228260
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ab12904efe3a7469059a06519c612e53ad5735d6da91b5eeea9298fa92da6bd5JmltdHM9MTc2MDMxMzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0d158f2f-9c25-6514-0d45-9ab09d2f643e&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9QSUyMEdPT0QlMjBE
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ab12904efe3a7469059a06519c612e53ad5735d6da91b5eeea9298fa92da6bd5JmltdHM9MTc2MDMxMzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0d158f2f-9c25-6514-0d45-9ab09d2f643e&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9QSUyMEdPT0QlMjBE
tel:0478507564
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97% of scientists agree with whomever is funding them. 

Montgomery Homes 

471 Pacific Highway Belmont 

(02)49454000 

Heating and Outdoors Glendale 

327 Lake Road, Glendale, NSW 2285 

Akira Sushi 

Cardiff Shopping Centre 

0433 684 549 

 

Our hardworking Auxiliary encourages all members to show their 

appreciation by supporting the local businesses that have 

generously supported our sub-Branch. Their kindness and 

commitment to our veterans make a real difference—and by 

choosing their services, we honour that support in return. 

tel:0433684549
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Genocide in Tasmania 
During the British conquest of Tasmania, Lieutenant Governor George 

Arthur declared Martial Law in November 1828, 

giving British colonists extensive powers in killing 

Aboriginals with impunity. 

The backdrop to this declaration was a period of 

escalating conflict and violence between 

European settlers and the Indigenous Tasmanian 

population. The settlers' expansion and the 

seizure of Aboriginal lands led to fierce resistance 

from the Aboriginal communities, who were 

fighting to protect their homes and way of life. The 

colonial response was brutal and severe. 

The declaration of Martial Law and the subsequent actions by the colonists 

had devastating consequences for the Aboriginal Tasmanians. By the end of 

the 1830s, the Indigenous population had been decimated. 

Governor Arthur , born in Plymouth, England, in 1784, had a distinguished 

military career before his tenure in Tasmania. He joined the British Army in 

1804, serving in the Napoleonic Wars and various campaigns in Italy, Egypt, 

and Sicily.  His gallantry earned him recognition and appointments, including 

serving as lieutenant governor of British Honduras (now Belize) and later 

Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania)  

Real headlines published in Newspapers. 

 

• FIRE CREWS CALLED AFTER SMOKE SEEN IN SKY – TURNED 

OUT TO BE CLOUD. 

• ARSENIC IN CITY WATER, NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT. 

• TORTOISE THEFT LEAVES OWNER SHELL-SHOCKED. 

• DEAD MAN FOUND IN GRAVEYARD  

• GRANDAD GETS LAID – TO REST 

• BREATHING WILL HELP YOU LIVE. 

• FATAL DISEASE CUTS PERSON’S LIFE SHORT. 
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Where Ranks come from: Private, Corporal and Sergeant 
 
The ranks Private, Corporal, and Sergeant are so familiar in the British and 

Australian armies that it’s easy to forget they have long linguistic and 

historical roots. Each began with a simple meaning that evolved as armies 

became more organised and professional. 

Private 

The word private comes from the Latin privatus, meaning an ordinary 

person not holding public office. By the 1500s, European armies used 

“private soldier” to describe someone who served for pay but held no 

command authority. 

In both the British and Australian armies, “private” remains the entry‑level 

rank, though many corps use traditional alternatives such as trooper, 

gunner, sapper or rifleman. 

Corporal 

Corporal traces back to the Latin corpus (“body”) and the Italian caporale, 

meaning the head of a small body of soldiers. By the 17th century, the 

corporal was recognised as a junior non‑commissioned officer responsible 

for leading small teams and enforcing discipline. 

This role continues today: corporals are the first level of command in both 

armies. 

Sergeant 

The term sergeant comes from the Latin servus (“servant”) and the Old 

French sergent, originally meaning an attendant or official acting on behalf 

of a superior. Over time it became a military role, and by the early British 

Army the sergeant was the key senior NCO at company level. 

In modern British and Australian practice, sergeants remain central to 

training, discipline and day to day unit management. 

One interesting thing about a mirror and you can try this at 

home. 

In a mirror you can only kiss yourself on the lips. 

Stay tuned for more useful tips 
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Charles Lightoller: Hero of Two Seas 
Charles Herbert Lightoller was no ordinary seaman.  As Second Officer of 

the RMS Titanic, he was the highest-ranking officer to survive the ship’s 

tragic sinking in 1912.  Steadfast in chaos, Lightoller enforced strict 

evacuation orders—lowering lifeboats with only women and children, even 

as water rose around him.  He barely escaped 

with his life, clinging to an overturned collapsible 

boat until rescue. 

But perhaps his finest hour came decades later 

during World War II. In 1940, at 66 years old and 

long retired, Lightoller answered the call of duty 

once again.  He took his personal motor yacht, 

Sundowner, across the English Channel as part 

of the legendary Dunkirk evacuation.  With just 

his son and a Sea Scout as crew, he navigated 

through enemy air attacks and choppy waters to 

rescue more than 120 stranded British soldiers—

on a boat built for 21. 



The Busted Bugle December 2025 Edition    

Page 27 

The Only Non-Commonwealth Recipient of the Victoria 

Cross 
Temporary Major Anders Lassen, a Danish soldier, 

was awarded three Military Crosses and the Victoria 

Cross for his extraordinary actions during World War 

Two.  He remains the only non‑Commonwealth 

recipient of the Victoria Cross — a distinction earned 

through a career that spanned Africa to Europe.  For 

someone who never received formal military training, 

his achievements were remarkable and cemented his 

reputation as a man born to fight. 

Born in 1920 in Denmark, Lassen was known for his short temper, love of a 

brawl, and a rebellious streak that made school and authority difficult.  

Struggling to find direction, he joined the Danish Merchant Navy.  In 1940, 

when Denmark fell to Germany, the tanker Eleonora Maersk, on which 

Lassen was serving, was ordered to sail to German, Italian, or neutral 

ports.  The crew defied the order and forced the captain to head instead for 

the British‑controlled port of Bahrain. 

From there, Lassen made his way to Britain, where he came into contact 

with an agent from the British Special Operations Executive (SOE).  As an 

SOE operative, he took part in a daring mission off the coast of Africa: 

infiltrating the port of Fernando Po — a neutral Spanish colony — and 

seizing two German ships using tugs.  The vessels were towed out to sea, 

where they were conveniently “found and captured” by the Royal Navy.  

Lassen received the Military Cross for his role in planning and executing 

this operation. 

After guerrilla training, Lassen joined the Small‑Scale Raiding Force 

(SSRF), conducting raids along the French coast.  Later, with the Special 

Boat Service, he led commandos on a series of raids throughout the 

Aegean.  His fearless reputation grew as he carried out sabotage missions 

in Greece and Crete, earning respect as a man who did not fear death. 

By 1945, Lassen had earned two additional Military Crosses.  That year, he 

was ordered to create a diversion to support the British Eighth Army’s 

advance through Italy.  Landing on a narrow strip of land on the northern 

(Continued on page 28) 

 Major Lassen VC, MC 
& 2 bars monument 
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shore of Lake Comacchio, he led eighteen men along a road flanked by 

water.  When challenged by German sentries, an Italian‑speaking member 

of the patrol attempted to convince them they were fishermen returning 

from sea.  The ruse initially seemed to work — until the Germans opened 

fire. 

Lassen immediately attacked the first German position.  As two more 

opened fire, he threw grenades, killing four Germans and capturing two 

machine guns.  He then assaulted the second position with such speed and 

aggression that he overwhelmed the crew and demoralised the Germans 

manning the third. 

As he approached the final position, the Germans signalled a willingness to 

surrender.  But as Lassen moved forward to accept it, a German soldier 

opened fire with a submachine gun, striking him in the stomach.  Mortally 

wounded and with his men running low on ammunition, he ordered them to 

withdraw without him. 

His comrades tried to persuade him to come, but Lassen knew his wounds 

would slow them down and increase their risk of death or capture.  He died 

on the shores of Lake Comacchio, having performed the heroic actions that 

earned him the Victoria Cross and a permanent place in the history of 

British Special Forces.  Major Anders Lassen is buried in the Argenta Gap 

War Cemetery, Italy. 

CHANGEOVER OF WIVES   By a digger who was there 

On the ship coming home one of the married men, Long Harry did not show 

any eagerness about returning to Australia and when asked he said, “I 

suppose the old woman might be glad to see me.” 

None of his mates saw Harry for years after and when I met him in Pitt 

Street one day, after the fourth pint I asked him how his wife had liked to 

have him back. 

He told me a long story about when he had returned home without notifying 

her that he was coming, she had another bloke there and said he was her 

husband; that she got tired of waiting for me to come back and reckoned 

she liked him better, anyway. 

“What did you do about it Harry?” 

“Oh just wrote to the girl I married in England and gave her my right 

address.  We’ve got six kids now.” 
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Australia Completes Delivery of 49 Abrams Tanks to Ukraine 

Australia has finalised its landmark commitment to Ukraine with the delivery 

of 49 M1A1 Abrams main battle tanks, reinforcing the nation’s long-standing 

support as Ukraine continues to resist Russia’s illegal and immoral invasion. 

CAPTION: Australian M1A1 Abrams tanks bound for Ukraine are unloaded in Europe after arriving from Australia 

on a cargo ship.  Story and photos by Lieutenant Commander JA Thompson. 

Valued at approximately 

$245 million, the tanks 

were supplied at Kyiv’s 

direct request and form part 

of more than $1.7 billion in 

Australian assistance since 

the conflict began—over 

$1.5 billion of which is 

military aid. 

Most of the vehicles arrived 

in July and many have already been deployed to frontline units.  The 

Abrams, renowned for their protection, mobility, and firepower, provide 

Ukrainian forces with a significant boost in capability as fighting continues 

across the eastern and southern fronts. 

The completion of the transfer underscores Australia’s commitment to 

supporting Ukraine’s sovereignty and the broader rules‑based international 

order.  It also highlights the ADF’s ability to coordinate complex logistics 

across continents, ensuring the tanks reached Europe safely and on 

schedule. 

As the conflict endures, the Australian‑supplied Abrams now operating in 

Ukraine stand as a tangible symbol of solidarity—and a reminder that 

international support remains critical to Ukraine’s defence. 

Comment made in the year 1957 
“I’ll tell you one thing.  If things keep going the way they are, it’s going to be 

impossible to buy a week’s groceries for 10 pounds”. 
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Boys in Uniform: The Child Soldiers of the First World War 
 
They marched with men, trained with men, and died with men—yet many 

were still children.  The First World War drew in thousands of underage 

volunteers across the British Empire, boys who should 

have been in schoolrooms but instead found 

themselves in trenches, on troopships, and on 

battlefields far from home. 

Jim Martin: Australia’s Boy at Gallipoli 

Among them was James “Jim” Martin, a tall, 

determined 14‑year‑old from Tocumwal, NSW.  

Claiming to be 18, he enlisted in April 1915 and sailed 

with the 21st Battalion to Gallipoli.  At Wire Gully and Courtney’s Post, he 

endured the same hardships as grown men—shellfire, exhaustion, disease, 

and the daily grind of trench life. 

Within weeks, typhoid fever struck.  Jim died aboard a hospital ship on 25 

October 1915, aged 14 years and 9 months, and was buried at sea.  He 

remains Australia’s youngest known Gallipoli casualty, a symbol of the boys 

who slipped through the recruiting net. 

 

John Condon: “Too Young to Shave, 
Old Enough to Die” 
 
Across the world, in Belgium’s Poelcapelle 

Cemetery, lies another child soldier whose 

story has captured global attention: Private 

John Condon, Royal Irish Regiment.  

Officially recorded as 14 when he died, his 

grave is the most visited on the Western 

Front. 

Condon enlisted in Ireland in 1913, claiming 

to be 18.  In reality, he was a 12 year old boy.  

He was killed by chlorine gas during the Second Battle of Ypres in May 

1915—one of thousands swallowed by the first mass gas attack of the war.  

Only later did his true age emerge, sparking public outrage and a reckoning 

with the scale of underage enlistment. 
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I stayed up all night trying to figure out where the sun was.  

And then it dawned on me. 

Jim Martin and John Condon were not isolated cases.  Across the Empire: 

• Over 250,000 boys under 19 enlisted 

• Many were 14–16, and some as young as 12 

• Recruiting sergeants, paid per recruit, often ignored obvious youth and 

boys rejected by one regiment simply tried another down the road 

It wasn’t until 1916, with the introduction of conscription and parental age 

verification rights, that the flow of child volunteers slowed. 

 

At Essex Farm Cemetery—where 15 year old Rifleman Valentine 

Strudwick lies—British schoolchildren often pause in disbelief.  One visitor, 

aged 11, summed it up simply: 

     “He was only a few years older than me.” 
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The Butt Disc: A Small Detail with purpose on Australia’s 

World War One .303 Rifles 
On the buttstock of many 

Australian-issued .303 rifles 

from the First World War, a 

small brass disc can be 

found.  Known as a butt disc 

or identification disc, it was 

not decorative but served 

practical purposes in military 

administration. 

The disc was used for: 

Unit Identification: Stamped with battalion, regiment, or military district 

codes. 

Rack Numbering: Marked with a rack or weapon number. 

Issue Tracking: Allowed armorers and quartermasters to be able to 
record which rifle was issued to which soldier or unit. 
 

Many of these rifles were produced at the Lithgow Small Arms Factory, 

Australia’s main source of SMLE (Short Magazine Lee-Enfield) rifles 

during World War One.  Discs often carried: 

Military District codes (e.g., “5MD” for 5th Military District, Western 

Australia) 

Factory stamps such as “LITHGOW” with a year (e.g., 1915) 

Regimental codes or service numbers 
 

These markings tied each rifle to its origin and unit, making them 

valuable for tracking during service.  Importantly, many of these rifles 

remained in use into the Second World War, either in original form or after 

refurbishment. 

At Lithgow, discs were usually fitted during final assembly or after 

inspection.  By the late 1930s, the practice declined as inventory systems 

changed.  During World War Two large numbers of rifles were updated or 

converted to the No.1 Mk III pattern, and many discs were removed.  In the 

1950s, during Factory Thorough Repairs (FTR), the discs were phased out 

almost entirely. 
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Tennessee Mandates Gun Safety Lessons in Schools 
 

Tennessee has become the first U.S. state to require annual gun 

safety education for all students from kindergarten to Year 12. The 

law, passed in 2024, aims to reduce accidental shootings by giving 

children clear, age‑appropriate guidance. 

Younger students learn a simple safety rule — stop, don’t touch, leave 

the area, tell an adult. Older students are taught about safe storage, basic 

firearm parts, and responsible behaviour around guns. Schools may use 

non‑functioning models for demonstrations, but live firearms are banned. 

The program begins statewide in the 2025–26 school year and has 

already sparked national discussion about the role of schools in 

addressing firearm safety. 

Why “lb” Meant Pounds 
Before metrication was introduced into Australia, 

everyday items were weighed in pounds and ounces, 

with lbs used for pounds and oz for ounces. 

The abbreviation lb came from ancient Rome.  The 

Roman unit of weight was the libra, meaning “scales” 

or “balance,” and traders used the phrase libra 

pondo, which meant “a pound by weight.” 

As the language evolved, English adopted a split from 

this Latin expression: 

• Pondo became the English word pound 

• Libra provided the abbreviation lb 

This was why English used a word derived from one part of the Latin 

phrase but an abbreviation from the other.  Although lb was technically 

correct for both singular and plural, “lbs” was widely used in everyday 

writing. 
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One Hundred and Fifty Against Four Thousand: 

The Defence of Rorke’s Drift and the Victoria Crosses Awarded 

Why did this episode matter to Australians in 1879? 

Because Australia was then part of the British Empire, without its own army 

until Federation in 1901.  The colonial forces were British, and the deeds of 

British soldiers were celebrated as the deeds of “our own.” The Sydney 

Morning Herald captured the sentiment of the day: 

“No episode in the Zulu War can be viewed by Englishmen with such pride 

as the heroic Defence of Rorke’s Drift on the 22nd and 23rd January 1879.” 

The Decorations 

• Eleven Victoria Crosses and four Distinguished Conduct Medals were 

awarded to the defenders. 

• Seven of the recipients belonged to the 2nd/24th Regiment of Foot. 

• This remains the highest number of Victoria Crosses ever conferred for a 

single action by one regiment. The defenders numbered only 150 men—

including the sick and wounded—who resisted an assault by 4,000 Zulu 

warriors. 

The Context 

Military historians often regard Rorke’s Drift as one of the most courageous 

stands in British history, though its strategic impact on the Anglo-Zulu War 

was limited.  The extraordinary number of awards was likely influenced by 

the catastrophic British defeat at Isandlwana the previous day, where over 

1,300 troops were killed.  The defence of Rorke’s Drift became a rallying 

point to restore morale. 

Two Battles in 24 Hours 

• Isandlwana, 22 January 1879: British troops, armed with breech-

loading Martini-Henry rifles, were overwhelmed by Zulu warriors wielding 

spears and shields.  In barely an hour, 1,300 British and native soldiers fell, 

while the Zulus suffered around 2,000 casualties. 

Rorke’s Drift, 22–23 January 1879: Flushed with victory, the Zulus 

advanced on the mission station.  There, 150 British soldiers—including the 

sick and wounded—held their ground against overwhelming odds, repelling 

repeated attacks. 

The Painting 
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French academic painter Alphonse-Marie-Adolphe de Neuville (1835–

1885) immortalized the defence in a dramatic canvas.  Purchased by the 

Art Gallery of New South Wales in 1882, it toured Australia, allowing 

colonial citizens to view the episode as part of their own military heritage. 

Figures Depicted in the Painting 
• Chaplain George Smith VC – distributing cartridges under fire. 

• Corporal Ferdinand Schiess VC – stabbing a Zulu warrior at the barricade. 

• Corporal William Allen VC – handing cartridges to Lieutenant John Chard. 

• Lieutenant John Chard VC – commanding at the centre of the defence. 

• Lieutenant Gonville Bromhead VC – standing beside Chard, directing the 

fight. 

• Private Frederick Hitch VC – assisting in the defence. 

• Acting Assistant Commissary James Dalton VC – wounded, in the 

foreground. 

• Surgeon James Reynolds VC – tending Dalton’s injuries. 

• Private William Jones VC – defending the hospital and protecting the 

wounded. 

• Private John Williams VC – rescuing patients by breaking through hospital 

walls. 

• Private Alfred Henry Hook VC – recognizable by his sideburns, fighting 

inside the hospital. 
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If a submarine can also surface again, it is an outstanding 

submarine. 

Frank Bourne: The Quiet Professional of Rorke’s Drift 
Colour Sergeant Frank Bourne is one 

of the most recognisable names from 

the defence of Rorke’s Drift, thanks 

largely to the 1964 film Zulu.  The 

real Bourne, however, was very 

different from Nigel Green’s imposing 

screen portrayal.  At just 24, he was 

the youngest Colour Sergeant in the 

British Army — small in stature, but 

respected for his discipline, intelligence, and calm authority. 

During the desperate overnight defence on 22–23 January 1879, Bourne 

became a key figure in holding the garrison together.  He moved steadily 

along the barricades, directing fire, distributing 

ammunition, and keeping the men focused under 

overwhelming pressure.  His conduct earned him the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal and an offer of a 

commission, which he declined for financial reasons. 

Many wonder why Bourne did not receive the Victoria 

Cross.  The answer lies in Victorian award culture.  The 

VC was reserved for a single, dramatic act of 

conspicuous bravery.  Bourne’s courage was continuous 

and professional — exactly what a Colour Sergeant was 

expected to deliver.  With eleven VCs already awarded 

for the action, the War Office was reluctant to add more.  

Bourne himself later said he had simply done his duty. 

His career after Zululand shows how highly he was valued.  He served in 

India and Burma, became Adjutant of the School of Musketry, returned to 

service during the First World War, and was eventually honoured with the 

OBE and the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  In 1936 he even took part in a 

Rorke’s Drift reenactment at the Northern Command Military Tattoo. 

Frank Bourne died in May 1945, the last surviving defender of Rorke’s Drift.   

Portrait of the real Colour 
Sergeant Frank Bounre 

Actor Nigel Green as Colour Sergeant Frank Bourne in 
Zulu movie. 

The real Colour Ser-

geant Frank Bourne 
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At What age does ‘Old enough to know better’ kick in? 

Diggers’ Yarn Warning   published 5 June 1941 

.A few words of advice given to English girls by a writer in an English 

Newspaper during World War two from a reporter who had been exposed 

to the tall stories of the WW1 diggers and a warning that the Australians in 

England were living up to their father’s reputations. 

Find a Digger who doesn’t tell you he’s in a big way on the other side of the 

world, with a cattle station as bug as Yorkshire, Surry and Kent rolled into 

one and you’ve found something. 

Watch out for the Aussie who tells you about his walking stick farm where 

he grows them with the handles already curved for the shops. 

If he tells you that crows in Australia fly backwards to keep the dust out of 

their eyes, ask him what they do when it rains? 

If he comes to your house, don’t for pity sake offer him a cup of tea, His 

national occupation is drinking beer. 

Remember that every Digger says he is a bushman so he likes to be waken 

at the crack of dawn and given half a dozen chops and a loaf of bread for 

breakfast. 
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OPERATION BABYLIFT 
 

Operation Babylift was a dramatic and 

deeply emotional chapter in the final days 

of the Vietnam War.  Initiated in April 1975, 

it aimed to evacuate thousands of South 

Vietnamese orphans—many fathered by 

American soldiers—to safety in the United 

States and other countries as North 

Vietnamese forces closed in on Saigon. 

Launched by the U.S. government, 

Operation Babylift was both a humanitarian 

effort and a symbolic gesture of rescue. 

Over 3,000 children were airlifted in total, 

many of them Amerasian orphans. 

Flights were operated by military and 

chartered civilian aircraft, with caregivers 

and medical staff accompanying the children. 

 

The Crash: April 4, 1975 

The first official Babylift flight, a Lockheed C-5A Galaxy, took off from Tan 

Son Nhut Air Base in Saigon bound for Clark Air Base in the Philippines. 

Just minutes into the flight, the rear cargo door locks failed, causing 

explosive decompression at 23,000 feet. 

The blast severed critical control 

cables, leaving the crew with limited 

ability to steer.  They attempted an 

emergency landing back at Tan Son 

Nhut but crashed in a rice paddy. 

Of the 314 people on board, 138 

were killed, including many children 

and caregivers.  176 survived, 

thanks to heroic efforts by the crew 

and medical staff. 
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The crash became one of the deadliest U.S. military aviation accidents and 

cast a shadow over the broader Babylift mission. 

Survivors and adoptees have since shared powerful stories of trauma, 

resilience, and identity, shaping how the operation is remembered today. 

The event also prompted changes in aircraft maintenance protocols and 

emergency response procedures. 

If you’re building a historical insert or editorial piece, this story offers rich 

layers—technical failure, humanitarian urgency, and the emotional toll of 

war.  Want help structuring it into a modular format or sourcing survivor 

accounts? 

INTERFET: Australia’s Role in East Timor  25 Years On 
 

In 1999, East Timor voted for independence from 

Indonesia.  The result triggered widespread violence 

by pro-Indonesian militias, leaving towns destroyed 

and thousands displaced.  To restore order, the 

Australian Defence Force led a multinational 

peacekeeping mission known as INTERFET — the 

International Force East Timor. 

INTERFET began on 20 September 1999 under the 

command of Major General Peter Cosgrove.  Around 11,500 personnel 

were deployed, including 5,500 Australians.  The mission was part of 

Operation Stabilise, supported by Operation Spitfire (evacuations) and 

Operation Warden (logistics). 

By February 2000, INTERFET handed responsibility to a UN-led mission, 

Operation Tanager, continuing the work of stabilisation and support. 

The coalition included forces from New Zealand, Thailand, South Korea, 

the United States, the United Kingdom, and Portugal. 

INTERFET was Australia’s largest overseas deployment since Vietnam and 

the first time it commanded a major international coalition.  The mission 

showed Australia’s ability to lead in regional security and strengthened ties 

with neighbouring countries. 
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AUSTRALIANS IN ROYAL AIR FORCE UPSET NAZIS 
As published in ZURICH, Friday. - 14

th
 December 1940 

Australia is described as "a country for which future wars will be fought'' by 

the Dusseldorf newspaper 'Der Mitagg,’ which refers to the part Australians 

are playing in the R.A.F. offensive against Germany. Admitting large-scale 

destruction in the Ruhr by the R.A.F., the newspaper predicts worse to 

come.  

“Australia supplies young strong, steel-nerved fel-

lows who fill the gaps in the sadly reduced ranks 

of the Royal Air Force to pulverize Berlin, Ham-

burg, and other big towns in addition to what has 

already been done there”, says the Journal, 

“Australia has been insufficiently exploited, and 

her monopoly should cease in the interest of Ger-

many and the world”. 

During World War Two, thousands of Australians served in the Royal Air 

Force (RAF) and the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), playing a pivotal 

role in the air war over Europe.  One standout moment came on 29 August 

1941, when a Handley Page Hampden bomber from No. 455 Squadron, 

RAAF launched the first Australian aircraft attack on Nazi Germany.  The 

mission, flown from Lincolnshire, marked the beginning of Australia’s direct 

involvement in the strategic bombing campaign against Germany. 

Over the next four years, more than 10,000 Australian airmen participated 

in these operations, with nearly 3,500 losing their lives.  Their efforts were 

part of a broader Allied strategy to weaken Nazi infrastructure and morale 

from the skies. 

Australians in the air force didn’t just rile the Nazis; they were a formidable 

force that left a lasting impact on the European theatre of war.  

‘DO NOT TOUCH’ must be one of the scariest things to read 

in braille. 
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The Mystery of Suspected Worle War Two Landings in 
NSW and a Strange Discovery at Redhead Beach 
 
On a June morning in 1942, the quiet sands of Redhead Beach, just south 

of Newcastle, became the stage for one of 

the most enduring mysteries of Australia’s 

wartime home front.  Patrols stumbled 

upon Japanese military rations washed 

ashore—`packaged rice, canned fish, and 

pickled vegetables. 

The find came only days after Sydney 

Harbour had been rocked by the Japanese 

midget submarine attack.  With the nation 

on edge, the rations were treated as 

ominous evidence: had enemy forces landed on Australian soil? 

Redhead was no ordinary stretch of coastline.  It was one of four Forward 

Observation Posts guarding Newcastle, a city bristling with defences.  The 

discovery was logged in intelligence summaries from Fort Wallace, the 

imposing coastal artillery fortress at Stockton.  Fort Wallace, together with 

Park Battery and Shepherd’s Hill, formed the backbone of Newcastle’s 

coastal defence. 

At the time, the Newcastle Covering Force was on high alert.  Its ranks 

included:  

• 8th Garrison Battalion – manning fixed defences and 

observation posts 

• 33rd and 4th Infantry Battalions – providing mobile 

infantry support 

• 16th Motor Regiment – tasked with rapid coastal 

response 

• 16th Light Horse (Machine Gun) Regiment – covering 

approaches with firepower 

The discovery of Japanese rations triggered mounted patrols by the 

Security Service Intelligence Corps, scouring the dunes and bushland.  No 

enemy personnel were found. 

Later assessments suggested a more mundane explanation: the rations 

may have drifted ashore from a Japanese submarine previously sunk at 
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sea.  Yet in the tense atmosphere of 1942, such rationalisations were easily 

overshadowed by fear.  The incident became part of a wider paranoia about 

Japanese invasions, a fear that every washed-up crate or flicker of light 

offshore might signal an enemy presence. 

The Redhead incident was not the last whisper of enemy presence along 

the Hunter coast.  In the early 1950s, campers from the Church of England 

Boys Society reported stumbling upon a decayed black rubber dinghy and a 

cloth-wrapped machine gun in the scrub near Yondaio Beach.  The weapon 

bore the name Spandau, a chilling reminder of German arms manufacture. 

Though the discovery came years after the war, it fuelled speculation that a 

clandestine landing—Japanese or even German—might have taken place.  

Yondaio had been home to a wartime radar station, its igloo-shaped 

bunkers and pillboxes still standing sentinel.  The site’s strategic importance 

lent weight to the rumours, though no official records confirm enemy activity. 

The Hunter and Mid-North Coast were alive with wartime vigilance.  

Fishermen at Broughton Island reported strange lights at sea.  Residents 

near Seal Rocks and Crowdy Head swore they saw periscopes slicing 

through the waves.  At Port Stephens, unusual debris washed ashore, 

sparking speculation of foreign craft offshore. 

None of these reports were ever substantiated, but together they paint a 

picture of a coastline on edge—where every shadow on the horizon might 

have been an enemy vessel. 

The Redhead Beach rations remain the most tangible evidence of possible 

enemy presence on NSW shores.  Whether they were flotsam from a 

submarine or the trace of a landing party, they symbolise the tension of 

1942: a nation braced for invasion, its coastal communities living with 

uncertainty. 

Today, these stories endure not as proof of enemy landings, but as 

reminders of the vigilance, anxiety, and resilience that defined Australia’s 

wartime home front.  They are part of the folklore of defence—half fact, half 

rumour, but wholly evocative of a time when the Pacific war lapped at our 

very beaches. 

I wish I could still buy things at the prices I used to complain 

about. 
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Ever wondered why British Soldiers wear hats low 
over their eyes?  Well, what the British claim! 
 

In the British Army, 
wearing caps or berets 
low over the eyes is a 
deliberate tradition.  This 
style is meant to create a 
uniform, disciplined 
appearance and to project 
authority.  The shaded 
eyes make soldiers look 
more imposing and 
unreadable, which is 
especially important for 
roles like drill instructors 
and military police. 
 
While the low brim does 
help shield eyes from sun 
and rain, the main 
reasons are ceremonial 
and psychological.  The look reinforces discipline 
and unity, making each soldier part of a 
collective force rather than an individual. 
 
This tradition is consistent across many units, 

including Guards regiments, military police, and 

drill instructors. 

I don’t understand why people say 

such hurtful things like, “Want to go 

for a run?” 
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The Lure of the Underworld: Returned World War One 
Men and Sydney’s Razor Gangs 
 

W hen Australian soldiers 

returned from the 

battlefields of World War 

One, many expected to find a nation 

eager to welcome them home. Instead, 

they faced unemployment, trauma, and 

a society struggling to reintegrate them. 

In Sydney, where the economy was tight 

and opportunities scarce, some 

veterans found themselves drawn into 

the city’s growing criminal underworld—

specifically, the notorious razor gangs. 

The late 1920s and early 1930s were 

turbulent times in Sydney. The Pistol 

Licensing Act of 1927 had cracked down 

on firearms, requiring the holder to 

obtain a firearm licence and a fine of 

one hundred pounds for carrying an 

unlicenced firearm during the day and a mandatory gaol sentence of 6 

months for carrying a firearm between the hours of 7.00pm and 7.00am. 

This forced criminals to adapt their methods. Razors became the weapon of 

choice—cheap, easy to conceal, and terrifyingly effective, the possession 

could also be argued it was carried for shaving, a legal purpose. 

The battle for control over illegal gambling, prostitution, and drug trade led 

to brutal clashes in the streets of Darlinghurst, Surry Hills, and Kings Cross. 

For many returned men the transition back to civilian life was anything but 

smooth. War had instilled in them a familiarity with violence, discipline, and 

survival; traits that made them attractive recruits for Sydney’s criminal 

networks. 

Some reasons why soldiers joined the razor gangs included: 

- Unemployment: With limited jobs available, some ex-soldiers turned to 

gang-related work as a means of survival. 

- Combat Experience: Their wartime skills—strategy, intimidation, and hand
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Do race horses slow down when they see a Police horse? 

-to-hand combat—were valuable in the gang wars. 

- Psychological Trauma: Many veterans suffered from shell shock (now 

PTSD) and struggled to adapt to normal life, making them more prone to 

recklessness and aggression. 

- Camaraderie & Structure: The razor gangs offered a sense of belonging 

and order, similar to the military units they had left behind. 

Notable gang leaders like Kate Leigh, the queen of Sydney’s cocaine 

trade, and Tilly Devine, a ruthless madam running brothels, often recruited 

men with fighting experience. Some veterans became enforcers, while 

others found themselves caught in the cycle of addiction, debt, and gang 

violence. 

By the early 1930s, police crackdowns and new laws brought the razor 

gangs to their knees. Many returned soldiers who had been pulled into the 

underworld either fled, reformed, or faced prison sentences. Others 

disappeared, swallowed by the chaos of Sydney’s streets. 

The story of Sydney’s razor gangs is not just one of crime—it is also a 

testament to the struggle of Australia’s war veterans, many of whom fought 

battles long after the war had officially ended. 
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 Ian Fleming: The Man Behind James Bond 
 

Ian Fleming was a fascinating figure with a rich history, both as a wartime 

intelligence officer and as the creator of the 

iconic James Bond series.  His experiences 

during World War II and his creative process in 

developing the character of James Bond are 

equally compelling stories. 

 Ian Fleming served in the Royal Navy's Naval 

Intelligence Division during World War II. He 

held a significant role as the personal 

assistant to Rear Admiral John Godfrey, the 

Director of Naval Intelligence.  Fleming was 

involved in planning and executing various 

covert operations, including Operation Goldeneye and Operation 

Mincemeat.  His wartime experiences provided much of the inspiration and 

material for his later works. 

After the war, Fleming began writing the James Bond series.  His first 

novel, "Casino Royale," was published in 1953.  Fleming drew heavily from 

his own experiences and the people he met during the war.  He wrote a 

total of twelve novels and two collections of short stories featuring the 

iconic spy, James Bond. 

 The name "James Bond" was reportedly inspired by a combination of 

sources. Fleming claimed that the name came from James Bond, a 

distinguished American ornithologist and author of a book on birds of the 

West Indies.   

Fleming's choice was also influenced by his time in Jamaica, where he 

owned a house called Goldeneye.  This Caribbean setting not only 

inspired much of Bond's adventures but also connected him to the 

ornithologist James Bond's field of work.  The name's simplicity contributed 

to the spy's ability to blend in and remain anonymous, essential qualities 

for a secret agent. 

My wife tells me, only a women who has delivered a baby 

without an epidural can truly understand the pain a man 

goes through when he has man flu. 
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The Old Felt Hat 
By a digger who was there published April 1933 

 

THE suggestion in London that the 

British Army should adopt a new type, 

of hat.  Similar to the regulation 

Australian article, (the wide-brimmed 

felt) is surely a tribute that should help 

to shatter the overseas belief that 

Australians; lack taste in dress.  

The Diggers were regarded by some 

critics as being among the most 

picturesque soldiers in the Great War, thanks in, a goodly measure to their 

'distinctive "lids."  

The feathered hat of the Light-horsemen, with its ornamental pleated band, 

was admired even by the enemy and there was something striking about, 

the decorative rising sun that clasped the turn-up brim at one side.  Most of 

the Diggers knew how to wear their Australian felts, too. 

History has it that the scheme was originated by the dashing Cavaliers of 

years ago.  It was invented in England, but, after lasting for centuries, went 

out of fashion, to be revived here ln far-away Australia some time 

afterwards.  

It is believed that, because the Australian 

bushman favoured the style, military, officialdom 

decided to introduce it into the regulations 

subsequent to the departure of the British 

soldiers who once formed our army of defence.  

And so, with the advent of the Australian militia 

along came the picturesque felt.  

Our 'bushmen soldiers wore the style in South 

Africa during, the conflict with the Boers.  The 

Mounted Rifles Corps made their "lids" famous, 

and the Anzacs carried them into immortality— 

"Naron."" 
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Adolf Eichmann: The Architect of the 

Holocaust 
Adolf Eichmann was born on March 19, 1906, in 

Solingen, Germany.  His early life was unremarkable, 

but his destiny took a dark turn when he joined the 

Nazi Party in 1932.  Eichmann quickly rose through 

the ranks, becoming a key figure in the SS, the Nazi 

paramilitary organization.  By 1939, he was appointed 

to the Jewish section of the SS central security office 

in Berlin, where he played a pivotal role in 

orchestrating the logistics of the Holocaust. 

During World War II, Eichmann was responsible for 

the identification, assembly, and transportation of Jews to ghettos and 

extermination camps across Nazi-occupied Europe.  He was instrumental 

in the planning and execution of the "Final Solution," the Nazi plan to 

exterminate the Jewish population.  Eichmann's efficiency and 

ruthlessness earned him the title of "Chief Executioner of the Third Reich". 

After the war, Eichmann was captured by U.S. troops however he 

managed to escape from the POW camp.  He fled to Argentina, where he 

lived under the alias Ricardo 

Klement.  

For years, he evaded justice, 

even though in the early 1950’s 

he commenced working at a 

company where another worker 

named Gerhard Klammer 

recognised him and tried to 

inform German Authorities, even 

providing a photograph with him 

and Eichmann yet the information was ignored. 

But it was not ignored by the Israeli intelligence agency Mossad who 

tracked him down and, on the 11 May 1960, Eichmann was captured by 

Mossad agents in Buenos Aires and smuggled to Israel to stand trial. 

The trial of Adolf Eichmann began on April 11, 1961, in Jerusalem.  It was 

broadcast internationally and drew attention to the horrors of the 

Holocaust.  
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Eichmann faced 15 charges, including crimes against humanity, war 

crimes, and crimes against the Jewish people.  Despite his defence that he 

was merely following orders, Eichmann was found guilty on all counts and 

on December 15, 1961, Eichmann was sentenced to death.  

His appeal to the Supreme Court was rejected, and on May 31, 1962, he 

was hanged at Ramla Prison in Israel.  His last words were a chilling 

reminder of his unwavering loyalty to the Nazi cause without any remorse: 

"Long live Germany.  Long live Argentina.  Long live Austria.  These are the 

three countries with which I have been most connected and which I will not 

forget.  I greet my wife, my family, and my friends.  I am ready.  We’ll meet 

again soon, as is the fate of all men.  I die believing in God". 

Eichmann's ashes were scattered at sea, ensuring that no grave would 

serve as a shrine for his followers.  

The Stamp of Tradition: British vs. Australian and United 
States  Army Foot Drill 
The British Army’s foot drill is instantly recognizable 

for its heavy stamping.  Soldiers raise the thigh 

parallel to the ground and drive the boot down with 

force, producing a sharp, echoing sound.  This style, 

rooted in Guards regiments, was designed to project 

authority, impress spectators, and reinforce unity. 

Australia inherited much of this tradition but softened 

it over time.  Drill movements remain crisp, yet the 

stamping is less exaggerated, reflecting a more 

practical approach that balances discipline with 

reduced physical strain. 

The U.S. Army takes an even more restrained path.  

Movements are smooth and controlled, with firm foot 

placement but no theatrical stamping.  Efficiency and 

injury prevention are prioritized over spectacle. 

Studies have shown that British stamping generates ground reaction 

forces greater than many athletic activities, contributing to shin splints and 

stress fractures among recruits.  Despite these concerns, the stamping 

endures as a hallmark of British ceremonial identity. 
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Crossword No.30 

(Solution on  page 52) 
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Word search No. 31 

(Solution on page 52) 

Vegan food isn’t too bad once you add meat and cheese to it. 
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Crossword solution No. 30 

 

Word Search No. 31 solution 


