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LAST POST 

ON THE COVER 
 

The NSW Lancers including the Maitland Half-Squadron were amongst 

the first Australian units to serve in the Boer War.  Photograph taken 

during an exercise at Lambton NSW training for deployment. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ноύ 

The following members of the RSL NSW Cardiľ sub-

Branch have recently passed away  

2138166, 

24589 

Sergeant  Raymond William 

COUSINS 

Army 

 

2794601 Corporal Ian BENTLEY 

Passed 11 March 2025 

Army 

34536  Carlyle SELLWOOD 

Passed 11 Jan 2026 

Navy 

R66773 Leading Seaman Donald James  

CONNOLLY 

Navy 
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Cardiff sub-Branch represented at Newcastle ANZAC 

Commemoration Service 

Cardiff sub-Branch President Geoff Kelly, 

together with Wellbeing Advocate and 

Wellbeing Officer (Chaplain) Noel Hiller, 

attended the City of Newcastle RSL sub-

Branch ANZAC Commemoration Service 

during the ANZAC commemorative period 

on behalf of the Cardiff sub-Branch. 

The ANZAC Commemoration Service is a long-

standing part of the City of Newcastle RSL sub-

Branchôs official ANZAC Day program. It has its 

origins in early ANZAC observances of the First 

World War era, when church services were central 

to remembrance. Traditionally conducted at Christ 

Church Cathedral, the service provides a solemn 

and reflective setting within Newcastleôs 

commemorative calendar. 

Due to repair work at the Cathedral, the service was 

held this year at St Peterôs Anglican Church, 

Hamilton. The attendance of Cardiff representatives 

reflected the shared custodial responsibility of RSL 

sub-branches to uphold ANZAC tradition and 

remembrance across NSW, as well as the 

importance of strong ties between sub-branch 

leadership teams. 
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When Cardiff Took Sydney Harbour 
Sydney Harbour never stood a chance.  On Thursday 12 March 2026, 

almost fifty Cardiff RSL sub-Branch members and friends staged a cheerful 

ñinvasionò aboard a Captain Cook Dinner Cruise.  Even a brief air-

conditioning drama on the way downðswiftly sorted by coach driver Dave 

for the trip homeðcouldnôt dent the mood.  Four easy hours on the water, a 

three-course meal, excellent value even without a subsidy, and not a 

complaint to be heard.  Another smooth, well-run outing from Mila, enjoyed 

wholeheartedly by veterans and their families.  The following photo spread 

captures the day our sub-Branch took temporary command of the harbour. 
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Cardiff Dawn Service 2026 —��A Strong Community Turnout Despite Early Rain 

The Cardiff RSL sub-Branch held its 2026 

ANZAC Day Dawn Service under clearing 

skies after a heavy pre dawn shower 

threatened to delay the 5.00 am start.  Yet 

the community arrived early and in num-

bers, and by the time the service began it 

was clear this was one of the largest and 

most engaged crowds seen at Cardiff in 

more than a decade. 

The weather created challenges for the 

technical crew, who were unable to set up 

the planned vision cameras due to the 

rain.  While this was a disap-

pointment, the sound system 

remained dependable, allow-

ing the service to proceed with 

dignity. 

What stood out this year was 

the spirit of the crowd.  Those 

attending were enthusiastic, 

respectful, and emotionally in-

vested in the ceremony.  Many 

expressed their appreciation 

to the sub-Branch throughout 

the morning, acknowledging 

the effort required to deliver a 

service of this scale.  Their be-

haviour and attentiveness added to the solemnity of the occasion and reflected the com-

munityôs deep regard for the day. 

Local schools again played a key role.  Students from Cardiff High School, Glendale Tech-

nology High School, and Holy Cross Primary School delivered readings and reflections 

with confidence and respect, reinforcing the connection between younger generations and 

the ANZAC legacy. 

The catafalque party, provided by the 211 Aus-

tralian Army Cadet Unit, displayed the discipline 

and bearing that have become a hallmark of their 

involvement.  Their presence provided a strong 

ceremonial focus and was warmly received by 

those in attendance. 

Despite the early rain, the service was marked by 

community pride, thoughtful participation, and a 

shared commitment to remembrance ð a testa-

ment to both the organisers and the people of Cardiff who gathered to honour the day. 

���—�‰�Ž�‡�”���
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ANZAC Day in Belmont continues through the stewardship of the Cardiff 

RSL sub-Branch, following the closure of the Belmont sub-Branch.  

The commitment to honouring the service and sacrifice of our veterans has 

never wavered, and Cardiff is proud to ensure that the Belmont community 

retains a place of remembrance, reflection, and respect.  

This service stands as a continuation of Belmontôs long tradition of 

commemoration, upheld with the same dedication and solemn purpose that 

its local veterans and families have always shown.  
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch�[s Partnership with Survivors R Us 
Cardiff RSL sub-Branch has developed a strong partnership with Survivors 

R Us, a local grass-roots charity founded from one womanôs lived 

experience of domestic and family violence.  Over nine years, the 

organisation has grown into a vital community service supporting people 

facing domestic violence, homelessness, financial hardship, and mental-

health challenges. 

With more than 220 volunteers, Survivors R Us provides emergency food, 

clothing, counselling, and practical support, as well as nationally accredited 

training for university students from diverse backgrounds. 

In late 2025, the charity faced a major setback when the landlord withdrew a 

previously agreed sale of their premises.  A neighbouring warehouse 

became available, but the financial gap was significant.  Thanks to the 

support of Pat Conroy MP, Federal Member for Shortland, along with local 

and state representatives, Survivors R 

Us secured a $2.8 million Federal grant 

to purchase the new site ð believed to 

be the largest Federal grant ever 

awarded to a local charity.  Their new 

premises at 52A Pendlebury Road are 

now nearing completion. 

Because Survivors R Us collaborates 

directly with people experiencing 

homelessness, domestic abuse, and 

mental-health distress, they often 

encounter veterans in need.  Our 

partnership ensures they can refer 

veterans to the sub-Branch for 

advocacy and wellbeing support, while 

we can direct veterans to Survivors for immediate essentials such as food, 

clothing, furniture, and community connection. 

A sincere thank you to all sub-Branch and Auxiliary members who assisted 

with the enormous task of relocating supplies to the new warehouse.  

Several members also attended the official opening on Thursday 2 April.  

The Op-Shop and Food Pantry are now open to the public. 
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A General Among His Men�_��—��Sir Peter Cosgrove and the 
Humility of Service 
 
On ANZAC Day 2026, as the Sydney march moved down Elizabeth Street 

beneath a bright autumn sun, a familiar 

figure marched quietly within the ranks of 

the 9th Battalion, Royal Australian 

Regiment.   

There were no aides, no separation, no 

ceremonial distance.  General Sir Peter 

Cosgrove, former Chief of the Defence 

Force and Governor General of Australia, 

marched shoulder to shoulder with the 

diggers he had served alongside in 

Vietnam more than half a century earlier. 

It was a moment that caught the eye 

precisely because it was understated.  

Cosgrove was not out front.  He was not 

leading the battalion.  He was among 

them. 

In an era when public life often rewards visibility and prominence, the image 

of a four-star general choosing to blend into the ranks spoke volumes about 

the character of the man and the culture of the battalion he once called 

home.  

For 9 RAR veterans, this was not a surprise.  They have long described 

Cosgrove as a leader who never forgot where he came from ð a platoon 

commander who earned respect not through rank, but through presence, 

steadiness, and a willingness to share the hardships of his soldiers. 
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Passing the ANZAC Tradition Forward: The 2nd Battalion 
(First AIF) Bugle at the Hunter Combined Schools Service 
By Geoff Kelly, President, Cardiff sub-Branch 

On Tuesday, 31 March 2026, students from across Newcastle, Maitland and the wider 

Hunter region gathered at the Newcastle Civic Theatre on Hunter Street for the 70th 

Annual Hunter Combined Schools ANZAC Commemorative Service ð a milestone 

event that continues to connect young people with the legacy of the ANZACs. 

Young people connect most deeply with history when they can see, hear and 

experience it through authentic artefacts.  That principle was powerfully demonstrated 

this year with the inclusion of a rare and treasured heritage item: the 2nd Battalion 

bugle, proudly lent by RSL NSW, Cardiff sub-Branch. 

The 2nd Battalion, First AIF, was raised in New South Wales in August 1914, drawing 

many of its original members from Newcastle, Maitland, and surrounding Hunter 

communities.  The bugle now held in trust by Cardiff sub-Branch was carried by one of 

those local soldiers. 

According to long held unit tradition, the instrument is believed to have been sounded 

during the Gallipoli campaign in 1915.  Its presence at the schoolsô service offered 

students a rare, tangible link to the very origins of the ANZAC story. 

The Friends of the 2nd Battalion Association entrusted the bugle to Cardiff sub-Branch 

to ensure its preservation and to support its respectful use in commemorative and 

educational settings.  Its appearance at the combined schools service reflects that 

commitment to sharing local military heritage with the next generation. 

Adding further meaning to the occasion, the 

bugle was sounded by the son of Cardiff sub-

Branchôs long serving ANZAC Day bugler at 

the Cardiff Dawn Service, Jou Kerin.  Jou 

has sounded the Last Post there for many 

years, and seeing her son accept the same 

role at a youth focused commemoration 

created a powerful intergenerational 

connection. 

Moments like this remind us that 

remembrance is not static.  It is carried 

forward by families, communities and young 

people who step into the traditions entrusted to them. 

The Hunter Combined Schools ANZAC Commemorative Service continues to play a 

significant role in helping students understand the cost of service and the values 

embodied by the ANZACs ð endurance, courage, and mateship. 

By incorporating historically significant artefacts such as the 2nd Battalion bugle, the 

service ensures that these lessons are not abstract.  They become real, local, and 

personal.  Students are reminded that the ANZAC story is not only a national narrative 

Photo: The 2nd Battalion (First AIF) bugle is sounded 

during the Hunter Combined Schools ANZAC 

Commemorative Service at the Newcastle Civic Theatre. 
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but a Hunter Valley story ð one shaped by the men who left from our own 

communities and by the families who kept their memory alive. 

For the students who stood in silence as the Gallipoli linked bugle sounded, the 

experience was more than a history lesson.  It was a reminder that the future of 

remembrance rests with them ð with their curiosity, their compassion, and their 

willingness to honour the stories entrusted to their generation. 

 

Sub-Branch Committee and Wellbeing 

Support Officer Des Abberfield with our 

member Murial Jackson at the ANZAC 

Service held at Hawkins Village on Friday, 24 

April 2026.  

Murial is a World War Two veteran, having 

served with the Australian Army Medical 

Womenôs Service (AAMWS), and is 103 years 

of age.  

The AAMWS operated from 1942 to 1951, 

providing trained women for medical, nursing 

support, and hospital duties within the 

Australian Army.  

ANZAC C  S   

Cardiff RSL sub-Branch delivered 22 

services as part of this yearôs ANZAC 

commemorations across local schools 

and aged-care facilities.   

At Uniting Koombahla Elermore Vale 

Residential Aged Care Facility, the 

service was conducted by Peter and 

Milla Sneesby, supported by the 

Australian Armed Forces Re-

enactment Heritage Unit and bugler 

Jou Kerin.  The sub-Branch thanks all 

volunteers who contributed to this 

yearôs commemorations. 

Peter and Milla Sneesby with bugler Jou Kerin and 

members of the re-enactment group at the Koombahlah 

Residential Aged Care Facility 
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We were mates, we four, in the days of war;  

Strong with a strength untried; 

We were tall and straight, and we laughed at Fate, 

In the flush of our boyish pride.  

And we talked as we lay in our tent at night, 

Of the things that we meant to do. 

When the game was done, when the war was won, 

In our Land of Dreams Come True. 

 

One spoke of the far New England Hills, 

And the orchards white with bloom; 

The laden trees, and the tawny bees 

Made drunk on their sweet perfume. 

One sang the praise of the Darling downs, 

And its miles of waving grain; 

I told my dreams of the golden North, 

And its wealth of sugar-cane. 

 

And each one told of the lass he loved, 

The girl that he hoped to wed; 

And each one told of the plans he planned, 

The path that he meant to tread. 

One had an island crowned with Palms, 

Girdled with waters blue, 

Where all day long a soft wind sang 

Oôer his Land of Dreams Come True. 
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We were only boys, we were only toys. 

In the twisted hands of Fate; 

We learned that truth when we lost our 

youth, 

But we learned that truth too late. 

One spends his life in a wheel chair now. 

And ever in pain he cries; 

One gropes his way on a tropic isle  

with a bandage on his eyes. 

 

One lies sleeping at Anzac Cove, 

And for him we do not grieve; 

I am the best ï and my bequest 

Of war is an empty sleeve. 

       But I marched in the line on Armistice Day, 

And I heard the service through, 

     And I thought of three good mates of mine 

And dreams that did not come true! 

 

On the other side of the great Divide, 

If such a place there may be, 

Lord, let us dream our dreams again ð 

I and my comrades three  ð 

Of the grain, and the cane, and the girls we loved, 

Island, and ocean blue; 

Lord make us whole of body and soul, 

In that land of Dreams Come True!     By L.M.D.OôNEIL  
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 RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch Auxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Paul Brien JP 

Deputy Co-Ordinator Ruth Crawford 

Purchasing Officer Stella Brien 

Hi from the Auxiliary, 

Itôs been a busy period in the lead up to, and on, ANZAC Day.  Our 

Sub Branch raffle was a huge success, raising over $2,500 including 

donations.  A big thank you to all the members who manned the selling 

table at lunch and dinner times ð your support made this possible. 

The winner of the first prize was Peter White (yes, our very own).  

Congratulations Pete ð weôll be over for the BBQ. 

We also sold merchandise at Bunnings Glendale and Bennetts Green, Aldi 

Cardiff, and the RSL Club.  These were very successful days and raised a 

considerable amount for the Sub-Branch.  Thank you to all the volunteers 

who manned the tables.  The Belmont service was once again a success. 

May will be a less busy month, with the next challenge being the Bunnings 

BBQ in June.  All spots are filled, but if you still want to help, please see 

me and Iôll put you down as a spare in case of emergency.  These BBQs 

are such good fundraisers that we are also planning another one in August 

(if I can book a day) to replace the cake stall we normally run.  If you donôt 

get a gig this time, Iôll be asking for your help in August. 

Thank you to everyone who gave me fundraising ideas.  Iôve collated 

these and will be working with the Auxiliary members and the Sub-Branch 

committee on what can be progressed. 

A call out to Des Gill, who is unwell at the moment and receiving 

treatment.  We all hope the treatment is working and that the results are 

positive. 

Thatôs all for now from the Auxiliary. 

Regards and stay safe, 

Paul Brien 

Co-ordinator 
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The federal government is currently assessing the long-term use of 

Victoria Barracks Sydney, including options that may involve its sale or 

redevelopment. While no final decision has been announced, the possibility 

has prompted renewed public interest in the siteôs heritage, military 

significance, and ongoing role within the Australian Army.   

For over 180 years, Victoria Barracks in Paddington has stood as a 

sentinel of Australiaôs military heritage.  Built in 1841 by convict labour, this 

sprawling sandstone complexðreputedly the longest of its kind in the 

Southern Hemisphere at over 225 metresðhas evolved from colonial 

outpost to modern command centre, all while retaining its Georgian 

elegance and storied past. 

Originally housing British Redcoats, the barracks became a 

cornerstone of Australiaôs defence infrastructure.  During World War One, it 

served as a major recruitment centre for the Australian Imperial Force, with 

enlistment beginning there on 11 August 1914.  In World War Two, it played 

a strategic role in coordinating operations across the Pacific, reinforcing its 

status as a command hub. 

 Now heritage-listed, Victoria Barracks preserves its original parade 
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grounds, officersô quarters, and Guard House cellsðonce used to detain 

unruly soldiers.  Guided tours led by retired veterans offer a glimpse into 

military life, architecture, and the evolution of Australiaôs armed forces. 

Beyond its military legacy, the barracks harbours whispers of the 

supernatural.  Some believe the site is haunted, with tales of ghostly 

apparitions lingering in the old cells and corridors.  While no official records 

confirm these sightings, the stories add a spectral layer to the barracksô 

mystique, drawing curious visitors and paranormal enthusiasts alike. 

Still an active base for the Australian Army, Victoria Barracks balances 

operational relevance with public engagement.  Its museum and archives 

support education and remembrance, ensuring that the sacrifices and 

stories of generations past continue to resonate. 

Whether you're drawn by its military significance, architectural 

grandeur, or ghostly lore, Victoria Barracks remains one of Sydneyôs most 

compelling historic sites. 

Lambton 

Swimming 

pool 

Area of the camp for the Lancers relevant to the Lambton Swimming pool.  The house 

is circled in yellow. 

From this Lambton hillside, several Maitland Lancers would soon depart for 

South Africa. Troopers Frederick Avard, James Elliott, John Peek, Frederick 

Stuart, George Stratford, James Weston, James Wilks, Corporal William 

Mullard and Staff Sergeant William Winch trained on ground like this before 

joining the NSW Lancers in the Boer War. Their service ð and Avardôs 

sacrifice ð ties this quiet suburban corner to Australiaôs first overseas 

conflict and to the mounted traditions that later defined the Light Horse.  
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Our Early Military History —The Maitland Half-Squadron 
of Lancers in Lambton. 
 
The Maitland Half-Squadron of Lancers was renowned for its horse-mounted 

combat skills, making it a crucial unit for operations in the open terrain of South 

Africa. 

In May 1900, the squadron embarked on a three-day training march, traveling 

through Minmi, Young Wallsend (Edgeworth), Belmont, and Charlestown, before 

setting up camp at Lambton, near the Lambton Colliery.  Their return route took 

them through Wallsend, Sandgate, and Hexham, before arriving back in 

Maitland. 

The exercise included sword and lance drills, along with tactical manoeuvres, 

designed to prepare the unit for real combat scenarios.  The training and 

experience gained proved invaluable in tracking Boer commandos and securing 

supply routes during the Boer War. Furthermore, their experiences in South 

Africa played a significant role in shaping and influencing the Australian Light 

Horse during World War One. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 

View looking east along Turner Street, Lambton to same 

house on the intersection of Morehead Street visible in 

training photographs from 1900�ä 

���•�‹�ˆ�‘�”�•���–�—�•�‹�…���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡��
�����������ƒ�•�…�‡�”�• 



The Busted Bugle April 2026 Edition 

Page 24 



The Busted Bugle April 2026 Edition    

Page 25 

Lake Mac Jewellers 

337 Main Road,  

CARDIFF, NSW 2285 

(02) 4954 8677 

Iron Horse Inn  

329 Main Road,  

CARDIFF, NSW 2285 

(02) 4954 0994 

 

Wicks and Bits 

41 Harrison St,  

CARDIFF, NSW 2285 

(02)40228260 

A Good Day Caf® 

296 MAIN ROAD,  

Cardiff, NSW 2285 

0478 507 564 

Cardiff Quality Meats 

300 Main Road,  

Cardiff NSW 2285 

(02)49540595 

RepairMate 

Cardiff Shopping Centre  

Shop 1   ph (02) 40050005 

SuperCheap Auto Glendale 

25 Stockland Drive,  

Glendale Super Centre 

(02)49546066 

JB HiFi Glendale 

Glendale Super Centre 

(02)40418200 

Dan Murphys Glendale 

Glendale Super Centre 

1300723388 

Total Tools Warners Bay 

391Hillsborough Road,  

Warners Bay NSW 2282 

(02)49560000 
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Montgomery Homes 

471 Pacific Highway Belmont 

(02)49454000 

Heating and Outdoors Glendale 

327 Lake Road, Glendale, NSW 2285 

Akira Sushi 

Cardiff Shopping Centre 

0433 684 549 

 

Our hardworking Auxiliary encourages all members to show their 

appreciation by supporting the local businesses that have 

generously supported our sub-Branch. Their kindness and 

commitment to our veterans make a real differenceðand by 

choosing their services, we honour that support in return. 
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 Exemptions (Schedule 2 ð��may 

apply to be excused)  

Exclusions (Schedule 1 ð��not 

eligible to serve)  

Health, care & disability: Full time 

carers for someone who is sick, infirm, 

or disabled; permanent mental or 

physical impairment preventing 

service; recent lengthy jury service 

excused by judge or coroner; served 

on a jury in last 3 years; attended for 

jury service in last 12 months and 

made yourself available.  

Serious criminal history: Certain 

serious offences including terrorism 

and sexual offences; served a period 

of imprisonment within last 7 years (10 

years if >3 months); juvenile detention 

in last 3 years.  

Emergency & essential services: 

Employees of fire, ambulance, rescue, 

or other emergency services (not 

voluntary or casual staff).  

Legal, public office & enforcement: 

Australian lawyers; holders of 

particular public office (Governor, 

judicial officers, Legislative Council); 

employees in law enforcement or 

criminal investigation (NSW Police, 

AFP, Crime Commission); persons 

with direct access to inmates or inmate 

information (Corrective Services. 

Forensic Mental Health Network).  

Medical & allied practitioners: 

Practising medical practitioners (GPs, 

medical radiation practitioners, 

optometrists); practising dentists; 

practising pharmacists.  

Disqualifications & financial status: 

Currently subject to certain orders or 

disqualifications (e.g., apprehended 

violence orders, licence 

disqualification); undischarged 

bankrupts.  

NSW JURY SERVICE.  A question often 

asked is, �³Do I have to serve on a jury, 

and who can be excused?�´��Yes ð jury 

service is a civic duty for eligible NSW 

citizens, but there are clear rules about 

who cannot serve and who may apply to 

be excused. NSW citizens on the 

Electoral Roll are eligible to serve unless they are excluded under the Jury 

Act 1977, and certain people may apply for exemption under Schedule 2 of 

the Act.  
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The slide rule was the quiet workhorse behind the Space 
Age. 
 

Long before calculators or 
computers were common, 
engineers used this simple tool 
to tackle the maths behind 
rockets, flight paths, and the 
complex physics of space 
travel. Fast, reliable, and 
always ready, the slide rule sat 
on every NASA engineerôs 
desk ð and often in an 
astronautôs pocket. 

It may look modest, but this 

clever device helped shape the 

calculations that carried Apollo 

11 all the way to the Moon. 

Here is what happened in sixty 
three years 

Pole Position  
The concept of pole position highlights the importance of having a favoura-

ble starting position to gain an early advantage in competition.  The term 

originates from horse racing, where starting positions were aligned in a 

straight line parallel to the inner rail of the track.  The horse closest to the in-

ner rail, referred to as being in the "pole position," had the shortest distance 

to travel to reach the finish line, compared to the other horses. 
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If you don�¶t get it, 

you should ask 

someone older! 

Before computers, people used typewriters, and this 

nifty tool helped fix typing mistakes by erasing the ink 

from the paper.   

Respect the Old  

When you are young.  

Help the Weak,  

When you are strong.  

Confess the Fault,  

When you are wrong.  

Because one day in life,  

�<�R�X�Ù�O�O���E�H���R�O�G�����Z�H�D�N���D�Q�G��
wrong. .. 
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Cannon in church 
By a digger who was there  Published September 1936, page 16 
 

Exasperating English 
SHORTLY after the capture of Jerusalem, a thanks-giving service attended by many 

light horsemen, was held in the local Church of England.  During the service the 

following story was related by Canon Innes, who was domiciled In Jerusalem during 

the war years: 

 

The Turkish Military Authorities, evidently as the result of information coming to them 

that there was a cannon in the Church of England, had sent a party to search the 

church and grounds. Being unsuccessful, they subjected the cleric to a severe 

interrogation.  He professed his Innocence of having secreted firearms, but this did 

not satisfy the Turks.  Their next move was to send a working party with bars, picks, 

and shovels to the church, to commence excavation operations.  After a few hours, 

the whole of the church floor had been rooted up to a depth of several feet, but still 

the cannon was conspicuous by its absence.  Later, however, the Turks' suspicion 

was allayed by Canon Innes suggesting to the authorities that their information 

concerning the "cannon" in the church may have been attributed to his title of 

"Canonò. 

 

" ð "Umbasha." 



The Busted Bugle April 2026 Edition    

Page 31 

The POW Who Vanished: How Georg Gärtner hid in 
America for Forty Years 
 
When the Second World War ended in 1945, most German prisoners held in 

the United States were preparing to return home. For 

many, however, ñhomeò no longer existed. Cities 

across eastern Germany had been destroyed, 

borders had shifted, and returning soldiers faced 

harsh treatment under Soviet occupation. One of 

those men was Georg Gªrtner, born in Schweidnitz in 

Lower Silesiaðterritory that would no longer be part 

of Germany after the war. 

Captured in Tunisia in 1943 while serving with the 

Afrika Korps, Gªrtner spent two years in a POW 

camp at Deming, New Mexico. Conditions were 

governed by the Geneva Convention: structured 

work, regular meals, English lessons, films, and 

occasional supervised visits to nearby towns. But repatriation meant being 

sent back to a devastated homeland under Soviet control, and Gªrtner 

feared what awaited him there. 

On 22 September 1945, only weeks after the war had ended, he made a 

bold decision. After studying freight train schedules, he slipped under two 

fences and leapt onto a passing train. It carried him west to California, 

where he disappeared into American life. 

Taking the name Dennis F. Whiles, he worked wherever he couldðlumber 

camps, kitchens, construction sites. He perfected his English, secured a 

Social Security card, and built a new identity piece by piece. In winter he 

taught skiing in the Sierra Nevada; in summer he worked as a labourer and 

salesman. Meanwhile, the U.S. Army and FBI searched for him for nearly 

two decades, circulating wanted posters across the country. Incredibly, he 

once appeared in a Life magazine photograph after helping rescue 

passengers from a snow bound trainðyet no one recognised him. 

In 1964 he married Jean Clarke, becoming stepfather to her two children. 

For years he kept his past hidden, even from her. By the early 1980s, the 

strain of secrecy threatened their marriage, and Gªrtner finally revealed the 

truth. Jean encouraged him to come forward publicly, and in 1985 he 

published Hitlerôs Last Soldier in America, telling the story he had concealed 

Georg Gªrtner aged 89 

years 
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for forty years. 

That same year he appeared on national television, formally surrendering 

on the Today Show and becoming, symbolically, the last German POW in 

America. Authorities determined he could not be charged: he had not 

entered the country voluntarily, and his escape occurred after the war had 

ended. He was eventually granted U.S. citizenship in 2009, more than six 

decades after his leap from the POW camp. 

Georg Gªrtner died in Colorado in 2013 at the age of 92, having lived most 

of his life as an Americanðfirst in hiding, then in the open, and finally with 

the countryôs full recognition. 

I was put on earth to accomplish a certain number of things.  Right 

now, I¨m so far behind I will live forever.  
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The Execution of Thomas Barrett 

Thomas Barrett became the first person executed in New South Wales on 

27 February 1788, only weeks after the First Fleet landed. He was hanged 

for stealing food from the government stores at a time when rations were 

critically low and strict discipline was essential to the colonyôs survival. 

James Freeman Appointed as Executioner 

James Freeman, already under a death sentence for stealing flour, was of-

fered a full pardon by Governor Arthur Phillip on the condition that he be-

come the colonyôs executioner. Phillip refused to order a marine to carry out 

a civil hanging, believing it inappropriate for military personnel to perform 

the task. Freeman accepted the role that morning, and his first duty was to 

hang Barrett that evening. 

Barrett�¶s Background 

Barrett, born in London around 1758, had a long criminal history. He was 

convicted in 1782 for stealing a silver watch and other items, sentenced to 

death, and then reprieved to transportation. In 1784 he took part in the Mer-

cury mutiny, was recaptured, sentenced to death again, and again re-

prieved. During the First Fleet voyage he demonstrated considerable skill as 

a forger, producing counterfeit coins while the Fleet was at Rio de Janeiro. 

The Charlotte Medal 

One of the most significant objects linked to Barrett is the Charlotte Medal, 

regarded as the first piece of Australian colonial art. Barrett engraved the 

medal in January 1788 while the Charlotte was anchored in Botany Bay. 

Commissioned by Surgeon General John White, it was cut from a piece of 

silver, likely taken from a surgeonôs kidney dish. 

The obverse shows the Charlotte at anchor at 

night; the reverse carries a brief account of the 

voyage from England to New South Wales. The 

workmanship reflects the same technical skill 

Barrett used in forging coins during the voyage. 

In 2008, the medal was purchased by the Na-

tional Maritime Museum for one million dollars. 

The Theft and Sentences 

Barrett, Henry Lavell, Joseph Hall, and John Ryan were tried for stealing ra-

tions from the government stores. Barrett, Lavell, and Hall were sentenced 


