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Hospital visits by your sub-Branch 

Sub Branch Welfare Advocates are 
continually visiting veterans and the 
widows of veterans at local hospitals. 

Figures available from visitors Gary 
Griffith, Peter Sneesby, and Geoff 
Kelly show a total of 120 patients 
visited at the following hospitals for 
the month of May 2024:  

Lake Macquarie Private Hospital 

 Warners Bay Private Hospital, 

John Hunter Hospital,  

Newcastle Private Hospital,  

Rankin Park Private Hospital.  

Sub Branch also provides a funeral 
service to Sub Branch Members 
when requested by families. 

This service was also extended to 
veterans from other sub-Branches 
who are incapable of providing that 
service. 

So, the moral of this story is, if you 
are going to be ‘incarcerated’ in a 
hospital for any length of time, let sub 
Branch know if you would prefer a 
visitor. 
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ON THE COVER 
  

Lancaster of the Dam busters raid, aka ‘Operation Chastise’, was a 

bombing mission during World War Two where uniquely adapted 

Lancaster bombers, led by Wing Commander Guy Gibson VC, DSO & Bar 

to destroy dams in German control to curtail their industrial resources.  

(See page 13) 

The following members of the Cardiff RSL sub 
Branch passed away from XXXX. 

2/766676  

Private 
Frank Farley 15 February 2024 Army 

219491  

Corporal 

Garry Edward 
McAllister 

13 May 2024 Army 

2/744160  

Private 
Noel Lewis 30 April 2024 Army 

2/3731  

Private 
Col Wilson 2 June 2024 Army 

2714951  

Private 

Richard (Jim) 
Bridge 

3 June 2024 Army 
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President’s Report - July 2024 

Welcome to the Winter 2024 issue! As the chilly 
weather settles in, we’ve got exciting updates and 
heartfelt stories to share. So, grab a cuppa, and let’s 
dive into this edition together. From commemorations to 
camaraderie, we’ve got it all. Let’s get started!  
Sub-Branch Activities: Cardiff Sub-Branch thrives with 
a dedicated committee, active Auxiliary, and committed 
volunteers. We focus on meaningful commemoration, 
camaraderie, advocacy, and community leadership. 
Together, we make a positive impact and strive to be 
recognised as community leaders. 

Our Wellbeing advocate Peter Sneesby and Compensation Advocate, Paul 
McGlynn have taken well-deserved leave, and President Geoff Kelly has 
stepped up to cover Peter’s hospital visits.  

Syd Lynch and Peter Taylor have returned to volunteering and are 
providing crucial support to the Funeral Tribute team, ensuring our veterans 
receive fitting RSL Tributes at funerals. Their dedication is commendable. 

Coffee Catchups, despite the chilly weather, our coffee catchups continue 
to thrive. Please join in to share memories and strengthen connections. Bring 
a veteran friend to the next catchup and welcome them to our Sub-Branch. 

Commemorations 
ANZAC Day: Thank you to all the volunteers who organised successful 

ANZAC Day commemorations in Cardiff and Belmont. The growing attendance 
reflects our sub-branch’s strong community connections. Sincere gratitude to 
all members who took part in honouring those who served, sacrificed, and 
continue to protect our nation. 

MEAO Commemoration: On July 11, 2024, RSL NSW officially honours 
Australian Defence Force personnel who served in conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan between 2001 and 2021. At our July General Meeting, we will 
recognise our MEAO veterans and encourage others to join our sub-Branch. 

Advocacy 
Cardiff sub-Branch provided feedback and recommendations to the 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs on the Veterans’ Entitlements, Treatment, and 
Support Bill 2024. The government’s budget incorporates most of our key 
suggestions, aligning with the Royal Commission into Suicide 
recommendations. 

The Royal Commission into Suicide will release its final report in 
September 2024, offering comprehensive recommendations. We have 
prepared an update to keep all members informed about these crucial 
findings. 

Congratulations to Compensation Advocate Paul McGlynn for completing 
Level 1 compensation advocacy training and War Widows’ pension and death 
compensation training. 

National Senator Ross Cadell and The Sydney Morning Herald recently 
sought Paul’s views on veterans’ welfare. 

Special thanks to Ben and Garry for their efforts in securing planning 
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New Middle East Area of Operations (MEAO) commemoration 
date for Australian Service men and women. 

 

RSL NSW acknowledges a new commemoration date the 11th July as a 
day to honour the men and women of the ADF who served in the 
campaign from 2001 to 2021. 

Operation Slipper and Operation Highroads saw the loss of 41 Australian 
soldiers killed and 261 wounded of some 40,000 Australians who served. 

Cardiff sub Branch will acknowledge that service related commitment by 
a gathering at the Cardiff RSL Club, Macquarie Road, Cardiff on Sunday 
the 14 July 2024. 

This is a sub Branch meeting day that commences at 10.15am and all 
Veterans are invited to attend, and especially those involved in MEAO 
deployment. 

funding support for the Hunter Veteran and Wellbeing Centre through the 
Veterans Support Fund. 

Volunteer Opportunities: We encourage volunteering to foster 
connections within the sub-Branch, promote well-being, and uphold our 
reputation as a vibrant community. Here are some volunteer opportunities 
within the sub-Branch: 

Fundraising: Volunteer for a shift at Glendale Bunning’s on Saturday, 
August 3rd.  

Administration: Assist with essential administrative tasks. 
Veteran Support: Engage directly with veterans and provide crucial help. 
Engagement Roles: Participate in community events and activities. 
 
Supporting Each Other: In adverse weather, solidarity matters. Please 

lend a hand to struggling members or inform a committee member. If you are 
heading to the hospital and would like a sub-Branch visit, please advise the 
Secretary. 

 
Thank You: Our practical, innovative approaches reinforce our reputation. 

Your support fosters inclusion, innovation, and distinction. Stay warm, stay 
safe, and I hope to see you at our next meeting. 

 
 
Geoff Kelly 
President 
RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch 
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The month of June saw the funerals of two long serving 
sub-Branch members. 

Richard James Bridge or Jim as we knew him.  His funeral service at 
Pettigrew, Belmont was held on the 11th June 2024, his 90th Birthday. 

Jim was well known amongst veterans as a Welfare/Hospital visitor and his 
reports at monthly sub branch meetings were full of humour without 
revealing any private information of Veterans he visited. 

Colin Richard Wilson or Col as we knew him.  He served in the Korean 
War with 3RAR and was one of two remaining sub-Branch members with 
service in that conflict.  His funeral service was at Pettigrew, Belmont on 
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the 14th June 2024.  Col was a member for some 35 years and a regular at 
meetings and memorial services.  He was well respected known as a 
reserved, polite ,dignified and quietly spoken gentleman.  This last ANZAC 
day of 2024 was Col’s last where he attended while very ill and for the first 
time he was seen in a wheel chair.  Col passed away on the 2nd June 2024, 
he was 92 years of age.  

As we say our final 
goodbyes to Jim and 
Col, we do so with 
heavy hearts, but also 
with immense 
gratitude. We are 
thankful for their 
service to RSL sub-
Branch, and for the 
legacy they leave 
behind  

Their journey may have 
ended, but their spirit 
lives on. Their memory 
will continue to inspire 
us, their lessons will 
guide us, and their 
legacy will forever be a 
part of our history.  

As we laid our 
members to rest, we do 
so with the promise to 
never forget. 

Complements are due to  members Syd Lynch and Peter Taylor for their 
organisation and presentation of the RSL funeral services, and to the 
Veterans who attend. 

Families requesting an RSL funeral are strongly vocal in their thanks to Syd 
and Peter and for the respect of veterans attending. 
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From the desk of President Geoff Kelly 
 
Royal Commission into Suicide: A Crucial Investigation 
The Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide is a significant 
inquiry addressing the tragic issue of suicide within the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) and veteran community. As members of the Returned and 
Services League (RSL), we recognise the importance of this commission 
and its potential impact on our community. 
Background 

Established in July 2021, the Royal Commission investigates systemic 
issues related to suicide among serving and ex-serving Defence 
members. 

The scope includes examining past deaths by suicide, suspected 
suicides, and attempted suicides. 

· Beyond individual cases, the commission identifies broader risk factors 
and systemic failures. 

· Their interim report (August 2022) highlighted critical areas for 
improvement. 

The final report, due in September 2024, will provide comprehensive 
recommendations. 

Key Recommendations and Insights 
On average, three deaths by suicide occur among serving or ex-serving 
Defence members every fortnight across Australia (August 2022 interim 
report). Urgent recommendations and actions taken include: 

Simplifying veteran compensation and rehabilitation through draft 
legislation. 

Eliminating the backlog of 42,000 Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA) claims (over 94% completed). 

Improving access to information via Information Access Units. 
The Roadmap Ahead 
The Royal Commission’s recommendations offer a roadmap for improving 

mental health support, preventing suicides, and enhancing the well-
being of those who served our nation. These recommendations are both 
a moral imperative and a strategic necessity for the ADF and DVA. 

Our Commitment 
Knowledge: All members will be familiar with the Commission’s 

findings. 
Advocacy: We will strengthen our Compensation and Well-being 

advocacy capabilities. 

Awareness: By understanding Commission outcomes, we work to help 
the entire veteran community, ensuring they receive the care, 
respect, and dignity they deserve. 
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Clarification:  

In the previous edition of the Busted Bugle, 
it featured an article that extended our 
gratitude to Jacobs Australia for their 
generous contribution of computer monitors 
to the Cardiff sub-Branch.  

The accompanying photo depicted Vice 
President Jamie Purdon and Jacobs HR 
Manager Fiona Brayshaw with two 
monitors, which may have given the 
impression that only two were donated. We would like to clarify that these 
two monitors were part of a larger donation of ten monitors. We are 
immensely thankful to Jacobs Australia for their support. 

Key Objectives 
Collaboration and Support: Cardiff sub-Branch collaborates with DVA, 

RSL LifeCare, Veteran Connect and local hospitals to efficiently process 
claims, provide vital information, and enhance veterans’ well-being. 

Education and Veteran Health Awareness: We invite guest speakers to 
address well-being, welfare, compensation, and mental health topics 
relevant to veterans. Through education, we empower veterans to seek 
help and enhance their well-being. 

Community Engagement: We proudly support the Hunter Veteran 
Wellbeing Centre. Additionally, we actively engage with the Newcastle 
District Council. 

Embrace and Encourage Veterans: We actively welcome contemporary 
veterans to shape our sub-Branch’s future. 

Advocate for Implementation: We unwaveringly advocate for the urgent 
implementation of all Royal Commission recommendations to protect 
those who served our nation. 

Conclusion 
The Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide is a crucial 
investigation. As a united community, we hold the power to create a safer, 
more supportive environment for our veterans and their families. Please raise 
awareness and actively advocate for the Royal Commission’s 
recommendations. Every step we take matters, and together, we can make a 
lasting impact.  
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 CardiffÊRSLÊsubÊBranchÊRSLÊAuxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie 
Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester 
Secretary  Paul Brien JP 
Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst 
Treasurer           Kerry Forrester 
Purchasing Officers Stella Brien 

Hi All, 

As mentioned in the General Meetings we have secured a fundraising 
BBQ at Bunnings, TC Firth Avenue, Glendale on the 3rd of August this year. 
There has been a significant amount of planning going into the day and it 
has been progressing well. If you are out and about on that 
day, please drop in for a sausage sanga. A BIG thank you 
to everyone who has volunteered on the day since many 
hands make light work. Another BIG thank you to these 
businesses that have provided sponsored for the BBQ,  

We also have some copies of a book called ‘Another Day 
At The Office’ written by a fellow Cardiff sub-Branch 
member, Robert Beath, for sale for $10.00.  

Regards, 

Paul Brien Secretary 

From the Auxiliary 

 

 
 

   

We express our appreciation and thanks to the following businesses for 
their generous support and donations to our fundraising day. 
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Coffee Catch-Up at 
Cardiff RSL! 

May 25 2024, our 
members braved the 
chilly weather to 
gather at Cardiff RSL 
for a heartwarming 
coffee catch-up. 
Amidst steaming 
mugs and laughter, 
we celebrated 
friendship, shared 
memories, and the 
unbreakable spirit that 
binds us. 

Thank you to 
everyone who joined 
us. Let’s keep the 
camaraderie alive—
one coffee cup at a 
time!  

 

One of the tables of knowledge 

Another of the tables of knowledge 

Above— 

Paul Brien secretary of 
Auxiliary and 

committeeman Des  
Abberfield 
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Coffee Club catch up organised by your sub Branch for 
veterans, families and friends to get together outside of 

sub Branch meeting days at the RSL Club.  

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Next catch up dates 

27 July 2024 

24 August 2024 

28 September 2024 

26 October 2024 

23 November 2024 

Recently a young Toowoomba army cadet has 
been awarded a gold commendation for his swift 
actions that saved his mum's life.   The first aid 
skills Cadet Corporal Amza Fleming acquired from 
being an Army Cadet helped him save his mum’s 
life recently. Not only are cadets a way for youth to 
develop their abilities and lead peers, but it also 
gives them foundational skills that they will carry 
throughout their lives as Cadet Corporal Fleming 
has demonstrated.  Very well done!  
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2024 marks eighty one years since the Dam Busters raid.  Also known as 
Operation Chastise, it was a daring and innovative attack on German dams 

during the Second World War.  
The plan came to fruition in 
the early months of 1943 as 
the vision of Air Marshal Sir 
Arthur Bomber Harris.  His 
belief in the impact of 
disrupting the Ruhr region’s 
hydroelectricity supply on 
Germany’s war production. 

On the 16th May 1943 the raid 
commenced.  It involved 19 
Lancaster bombers of the 617 
Squadron RAF, which used 
special "bouncing bombs" 
designed by Barnes Wallis to 
breach the Möhne and Eder 
dams and damage the Sorpe 
dam.  There were 13 
Australians in the 617 
Squadron RAF who flew in the 
Dam busters raid including 
four pilots.  Two were killed in 
the raid. 

Movie still showing a test launch of the bouncing bomb 
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Pilot Officer Robert Barlow Pilot Lancaster ED927 from St Kilda, Victoria 
shot down by flak near Hamm, Germany. 

Flight Sergeant Charles Williams 
rear gimmer pf Lancaster ED909 
shot down by flak near Haldern, 
Germany 

Flight Sergeant Tony Burcher the 
front gunner of Lancaster ED864, 
shot down by flak over the Dutch 
coast and crash landing he was 
taken prisoner. 

The raid caused significant flooding and disruption to the German war 
industry, but also resulted in heavy losses for the RAF.  Of the 19 aircraft, 8 
were lost either shot down on their way to the target dams, two hit power 
lines, one was shot down while bombing the Mohne Dam and the final two 
were shot down on their return to base. 

The raid was considered a remarkable feat of engineering, courage, and 
precision bombing, and was immortalised in the 1955 film The Dam 
Busters.  It is still regarded as one of the most famous air operations of the 
war. 

Reconnaissance flight by a Spitfire to record the 
damage to the Möhne Dam 
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Colditz Castle 

A prisoner of war camp during World War two.  Known as Schloss in 
German is a Renaissance 
castle in the town of Colditz 
near Leipzig, a town dating 
back to 1046 with the 
castle completed in the 16th 
century. 

During World War II, the 
castle gained international 
infamy as the site of Oflag 
IV-C, a prisoner-of-war 
camp for “incorrigible” 

Allied officers who had repeatedly tried to escape from other camps.  

Notable prisoners included 
Winston Churchill’s nephew 
and the nephew of the then 
British King George VI. 

The Germans claims that 
the castle was escape 
proof, did not stop escape 
attempts with more escape 
attempts at Colditz than 
any other POW camp.   

More than 130 men 
succeeded in breaking out of the castle.  They duplicated keys to doors, 
made copies of maps, forged identity papers (Ausweise), and manufactured 
their own tools.  

MI9, a department of the British War Office which specialized in escape 
equipment, communicated with the prisoners in code and smuggled in new 
escape aids disguised in care packages from family or from non-existent 
charities.  However, escaping men never tampered with Red Cross care 
packages for fear it would force the Germans to stop their delivery to all 
camps. 

Thirty-six men escapees successfully made it all the way across the 
German border. 
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Real headlines published in Newspapers. 

· L඗ඛග ඔඉඖඏඝඉඏඍ ඎ඗ඝඖඌ, ඊඝග ඖ඗ ඗ඖඍ උ඗ඝඔඌ කඍඉඌ එග. 

· Dඍඉගඐ ඕඉඡ ඍඉඛඍ ගඍඖඛඑ඗ඖ. 

· Iඖ ඉ ඊඔඑඖඌ ගඉඛගඍ ගඍඛග, ඐඝඖඏකඡ ඘ඍ඗඘ඔඍ උඐ඗ඛඍ ඉ ඐ඗ග ඊකඍඉඓඎඉඛග ඗ඞඍක 
උ඗ඔඌ උඍකඍඉඔ. 

· P඗එඛ඗ඖ උ඗ඖගක඗ඔ උඍඖගකඍ කඍඕඑඖඌඛ ඍඞඍකඡ඗ඖඍ ඖ඗ග ග඗ ගඉඓඍ ඘඗එඛ඗ඖ, 

· Cඐඑඖඉ ඕඉඡ ඊඍ ඝඛඑඖඏ ඛඍඉ ග඗ ඐඑඌඍ එගඛ ඛඝඊඕඉකඑඖඍඛ. 

· Rඉඑඖ ඊඑඏඏඍඛග ඎඉඋග඗ක එඖ ඎඔ඗඗ඌඑඖඏ. 

Button Escape compass. 
 
During World War II, various ingenious methods were used to aid escaping 
POWs.   

As compasses were crucial there were many 
methods used to distribute them in escape kits, 
and button compasses could remain 
inconspicuous. 
 
One type of these hidden compasses was the 
“Weskit” escape compass button that could be 
hidden in sight.  It was a magnet that turned the 
button into a compass and when balanced on its 
curved Bakelite base it would rotate until the two 

carved dots were pointing north. 
 
It had luminous radium paint dots on 
the reverse, two at one end indicating 
North, and one at the other end 
indicating South.  They were issued 
in black for Air Force and brown for 
the Army.   
 
Another type was the rotor compass 
concealed in Royal Air Force (RAF) and Commonwealth buttons.  The back 
of the button unscrews to reveal a small rotor compass.  
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On 25th April, we 
marked one of the 
most important 
dates in our 
nation’s calendar 
– Anzac Day.  I 
was privileged to 

pay my respects and speak at both the Dawn Service at Doyalson and the 
Lions Club of Valentine’s service to acknowledge the sacrifice of the more 
than 103,000 Australians who have served and died in all wars, conflicts 
and peacekeeping operations, and our allies who have served alongside 
them.  I was really pleased to see so many people including school 
students attending services right around the region.    

We are eternally grateful for the service and sacrifice of all of our past and 
present Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel.  Lest we forget. 

The Albanese Labor Government has made some really significant 
Defence announcements and investments in recent months, demonstrating 
our unwavering commitment to strengthening national security and 
providing the ADF with the capabilities it needs to make Australians safer. 

In April, we released the 2024 National Defence Strategy and Integrated 
Investment Program.  The National Defence Strategy sets out Defence’s 
shift to an integrated, focused force designed to meet our challenging 
strategic circumstances and ensure the ADF has the capacity to: 

Defend Australia and our immediate region. 

· Deter through denial any potential adversary’s attempt to project power 
against Australia through our northern approaches. 

· Protect Australia’s economic connection to the region and the world. 

· Contribute with our partners to the collective security of the Indo-Pacific 
and the maintenance of the global rules-based order. 

In March, the Albanese Labor Government entered into the biggest defence 
export agreement in our nation’s history to supply over 100 Boxer Heavy 
Weapon Carrier vehicles to Germany. This is a significant milestone for 
Australia’s defence industry.  This deal is worth over $1 billion to the 
Australian economy and will boost our sovereign defence industry.  It 
secures more than 600 direct jobs in Queensland alone, with even more 
through the supply chain like those at Nupress Group based in Cardiff. 

In February, I was proud to announce the Albanese Government's Defence 
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Industry Development Strategy (DIDS) which develops, delivers, and 
sustains the equipment Defence relies on to defend and protect our nation.  
The Strategy outlines: 

· Actions to develop a capable, resilient, competitive and innovative 
sovereign defence industrial base. 

· Procurement reform. 

· Working with industry to grow the defence industry workforce. 

· Enhancing our innovation system. 

· Supporting Australian defence industry exports. 

· Improving the way Defence communicates with industry.   

Locally, I was recently at Lockheed Martin's Williamtown site to announce 
that the Albanese Government is investing $500 million in next-generation 
air missile defence.  This project is expected to generate at least 230 jobs 
directly related to its operation and 300 indirect jobs in Australia’s air and 
missile defence supply chain.  

And lastly, the Albanese Government will be establishing a Veterans’ and 
Families’ Hub at Maitland to support the 22,000 veterans and their families 
across the Hunter region.  The Government will provide a $5.445 million 
grant to RSL LifeCare, working with RSL NSW and a number of ex-service 
organisations, to expand their services to Maitland and across the Hunter 
region as a “hub and spoke” network.  For more information about 
Veterans’ and Families’ Hubs, visit www.dva.gov.au/vfhubs  

As always, my Electorate Office is located at 1A 571 Pacific Highway 
Belmont and is available to assist with Federal issues and Government 
Departments, such as: 

Centrelink 
Australian Tax Office 
Immigration and Citizenship 
Child Support Agency 
Defence including Honours and Awards, and Veterans’ Affairs 
JP Services 

If you have any issues, please contact my office on 4947 9546 or 
pat.conroy.mp@aph.gov.au.  You can also keep up to date with what I am 
doing via Facebook (@PatConroyMP) and my website 
(www.patconroy.com.au). 

Thank you for your service. 

Pat 
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O’CONNOR’S M.M. 

By a digger who was there. 

Corporal M O’Connor M.M. of the 5th Australian Light Horse received his 
MM through an extraordinary occurrence.  He and three others composed a 
night outpost in No Man’s Land near Gaza, but during the early hours of the 
morning, O’Connor found himself alone and bushed.   

He had gone to get a drink of water, and in the dark could not find his mates 
again.  He was unarmed, and just as day was breaking, he stumbled on to 
a Turkish outpost of four.  All, including the sentry, were asleep.   

O’Connor rushed the latter, and soon had his rifle.  The rest was easy.  
Daylight showed him where his regiment lay, and it was a surprised unit that 
watched O’Connor march in with his prisoners.  Only an hour before, he 
had been reported missing. 

Reveille or Rouse 

“Reveille" originated in medieval times possibly 
around 1600, from the French word ‘reveillez’ 
meaning wake up.  Originally a drum beat to 
wake the soldiers at dawn and let sentries know 
they could cease challenging.  it also signalled 
the opening of town gates and the release of 
the horse guard for reconnaissance beyond the walls.  

 "Rouse" was the short bugle call, calling soldiers to duty.  It has become 
the bugle call more commonly used in conjunction with the Last Post and to 
the layman is often incorrectly called Reveille. “Reveille” is rarely used be-
cause of its length as “Rouse” is shorter and much easier to play. 

Today, the “Rouse” is associated with the Last Post at all military funerals 
and services of dedication and remembrance. It is played after the Last 
Post at  ANZAC Day dawn service , the sequence  honouring the fallen ‘s 
sacrifice. 
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Australian Defence Force personnel have gained some hard-won 
recognition for their artillery skills at the US Army’s Best by Test 

artillery competition in Hawaii. 

In February 2024 a 
team of 31 gunners 
from the 4th 
Regiment, Royal 
Australian Artillery, 
competed against 
other international 
fire teams at a nine-
day competition in 
Oahu.  Australian 
Army gunners tested 
their military skills, 
physical strength, 
and technical artillery 
teamwork against 
personnel from the 
US 2nd Division and 
25th Infantry 

Division.  The 109 Battery won Best Fire Support Team, with Captain Pat 
Glasby winning an individual award for Best Forward Observer.   

Captain Taras Jakubovsky said the contingent had to overcome challenges 
presented by tough terrain to come out with a win.  “We’re awfully proud of 
the team that won. Everybody gave it their all to push through physical and 
mental barriers to get there.” 

He added, “It was a good validation of our training in Townsville, and it 
affirms that we’re doing the right thing in our preparations, and we were lucky 
to compare that to the best in the world.  We have slightly different 
processes, so the fact that we can come together and align with the US was 
really awesome.  It paints us in a positive light with our strategic allies, that 
we’re a partner of choice and someone they can rely on.” 

Lance Bombardier Thomas Mundy said the team overcame austere 
conditions during the competition.  “A lot of us pushed ourselves further than 
anyone could have expected.  It was very physically and mentally draining. 
It’s great integrating with the Americans. They have a slightly different way of 
operating, which we can use to increase our efficiency back home.  It was a 
privilege and a great opportunity.  Everyone likes working with Australians 
and we like to maintain that reputation.” 
 

Acknowledgement to Defence Connect. 

Gunners from the 4th Regiment Royal Australian Artillery and the 
155mm Howitzer 
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Our history of brave soldiers and Defence Force Personnel performing 
incredible feats of bravery and achieving tremendous victories dates back 
to the early 1900’s. But we must also remember those who’ve fought in 
more recent battles to serve Australia and protect the innocent civilians that 
are unwilling participants of any war. This July marks 15 years since 
Australian troops ceased their operational role in Iraq. Deemed to be the 
‘Second Gulf War’, Australian troops combined with American and British 
troops to locate and destroy suspected weapons of mass destruction. 

 

Seizing Bagdad, and overthrowing the brutal dictatorship of Saddam 
Hussein, was achieved within three weeks, however no weapons of mass 
destruction were found. Moving forward the coalition engaged in a ‘nation 
building’ and a counter-insurgency campaign to prevent civil war in Iraq.  

 

Tasked with training Iraqi soldiers, our troops also deployed to Southern 
Iraq to protect a Japanese engineer construction unit. While only two 
Australian service personnel lost their lives in the Iraq conflict, it is still 
tragic, and they paid the ultimate price in service to Australia. 

 

As usual, the local ANZAC day services drew huge crowds and it’s 
wonderful our Australian Service men and women continue to be 
recognised. We must also remember those service men and women whose 
lives are lost on home soil and in training. They too, give their lives in 
preparation of defending our country. Seeing the Diggers, school students, 
and community come together to acknowledge our serving men and 
women is heartwarming. Welcoming our Māori friends at a number of local 
services highlights the strength of the ongoing partnership between 
Australia and New Zealand.  

 

Recently in State Parliament, action has been taken to address the surge 
in domestic violence and knife crime in our community. Several offences 
are included under the domestic violence umbrella, including coercive 

(ConƟnued on page 22) 
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control. Bail laws have also been tightened with any domestic violence 
offender required to wear an electronic monitoring device. It is hoped the 
strengthening of these laws will protect those in the community at greatest 
risk of violence. 

 

I’m thrilled the process to improve traffic flow at Speers Point roundabout 
is under way. This, along with an initial 6-month coal deal between Eraring 
Power Station and Centennial Coal is very positive news for Lake 
Macquarie. I’m hopeful a longer-term deal will be struck so local collieries 
will supply coal to the power station for the remainder of its tenure.  

 

As Always, I trust this finds you in good spirits and health. Don’t hesitate 
to contact my office if you need any assistance with State government 
matters. You can call 4959 3200 or email 
lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 

Regards 

 

(ConƟnued from page 21) 
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Vietnam Vets ‘Welcome Home’—did some Veteran’s 
memory fade a little?  

 

On the 14 June 1967 the men of 
the 6th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment (6RAR), 101 Field 
Battery and 161 Reconnaissance 
Flight, at the end of their 12-month 
tour of duty marched in Brisbane 
through tickertape, streamers, and 
confetti as thousands of cheering 
onlookers, crowding six-deep on 
the footpaths, welcomed the men 
home. Returning veteran Sergeant 
Paul Pearce was delighted at the 
reception which one Brisbane taxi 
driver, a veteran of 30 years of 
Brisbane marches, declared "beats 
them all". 

The Brisbane march was not 
unique.  It is often forgotten that 
each battalion returning from 
Vietnam had a ‘Welcome Home’ 
march.  There were 16 in all, and 
they were all well attended by 
enthusiastic crowds and largely 
protest-free. Even before troops 
from the newly returned 1RAR 
took part in the first ‘Welcome 

Home’ march in Sydney in June 1966, Vietnam veterans were being given 
a particular welcome.  Two months earlier, during the ANZAC Day march 
in Sydney, a small number of Vietnam veterans marched with Malaya, 
Korea and Borneo veterans, and received a special cheer. The Herald 
reported that when the march ended in the Domain, "old soldiers broke 
their ranks to shake hands with the young Vietnam veterans". 

During the 1RAR march in June, an estimated 300,000 people came to 
cheer and throw ticker-tape.  Two demonstrators with placards were 
summarily dealt with by an elderly gentleman using his metal crutch, and a 
young woman named Nadine Jensen, who daubed herself in red paint and 
stood in the path of the marching soldiers, was quickly removed, and 
arrested.  

Australia's role in Vietnam was widely supported in 1966, and although 
the rise of anti-war sentiment was acknowledged in newspaper reports of 
the march, it was accepted that this was a day for the soldiers: 

Acknowledgement to AWM Wartime Magazine 



The Busted Bugle June 2024 EdiƟon 

Page 24 

On this occasion it did not matter that the country is divided over the war.  
The huge crowd had come to pay its tribute and to honour young 
Australians who, like others before them, had taken arms.  

They had come from a different kind of war.  But they were home, and 
safe again.  And they had done a good job. 

Even as the war in Vietnam became more unpopular in Australia, 
‘Welcome Home’ marches continued to be well supported.  In January 1968 
the Tet Offensive, widely seen as a turning point of the war, led to many 
people coming out against the Australian military commitment in South 
Vietnam. 

But these sentiments don't appear to have affected attendance at 
marches. In April 1968 7RAR marched through Sydney after its return 
home and was given a warm welcome.  

The crowd, estimated "at about 6,000 outside the Town Hall alone", gave 
the men a loud cheer, and Prime Minister John Gorton, who took the 

soldiers' salute, declared the march to 
be "a most impressive display.  These 
are men of whom Australia can be 
proud ... they did a job they believe in 
to the best of their ability and their 
ability is the best in the world." 

As Australia's military commitment in 
Vietnam began to wind down during 
1970 and 1971, several battalions 
and other units took part in ‘Welcome 
Home’ marches in Sydney, Brisbane 
and Townsville. 

Even at a time when massive 
moratorium marches marked the height of the anti-war movement around 
the country, thousands of Australians turned out in force to ‘Welcome 
Home’ its soldiers, sailors and airmen. In Brisbane in November 1970, 
onlookers "wept openly with joy and pride" when 8RAR marched through 
the city, and in Townsville in June 1971 "cheering drowned the sound of 
marching feet for three city blocks" as the last battalion to come back, 
4RAR/NZ, paraded through its home town.  Such a positive reception lifted 
the spirits of the men who took part: 

“As we got closer to the city, the crowd got thicker until finally we were in 
the heart of the skyscrapers and wading our way through ticker- tape.  It 
was a fantastic reception.  Every digger there, whether nasho or reg[ular], 
must have felt proud to be an Australian”. 

On the few occasions that demonstrators tried to intervene in ‘Welcome 
Home’ marches, they were not tolerated.  During 9RAR's march in Adelaide 
in March 1969 about 20 anti-war protesters attempted to join the tail end of 

(ConƟnued on page 25) 

Huge crowds turned out for the 1987 Welcome home 
parade in Sydney, 
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the parade. They described the parade as a "ඎඉඑකඔඡ ඊඔඉගඉඖග ඌඑඛ඘ඔඉඡ ඗ඎ 
ඕඑඔඑගඉකඑඛඕ", but their protest was against government policy over 
Australia's military commitment to Vietnam.  The protest quickly turned into 
what the Aඌඞඍකගඑඛඍක described as a "melee", with onlookers and protesters 
clashing and police intervening to try to remove the protesters and their 
placards. 

One man who intervened was heard to shout "we can't let you scruffy lot 
of bastards spoil Adelaide's honouring fine lads back from Vietnam". 
Although cheering spectators greatly outnumbered protesters, it tainted the 

day for at least one soldier. Brian 
Woods, recalling the march many 
years later, had only negative 
memories: 

“The reception we got when we 
marched was boos, taunts 
vegetables, abuse, name calling, 
it was so humiliating ... so 
embarrassing .so disgusting.  We 
thought we would've been 
welcomed home, and we were 
rejected by our own Australians”. 

Although Woods's memories of 
what was a fairly minor scuffle 
seem exaggerated, he is not 
alone in remembering the 

negative aspects of Vietnam ‘Welcome Home’ parades.  Nadine Jensen's 
protest at 1RAR's march for example, has assumed epic proportions in 
some veterans' minds.  Although she acted alone, and by her own 
admission was aiming her protest at politicians, her protest has come to 
represent for many veterans the rejection they felt was an integral part of 
their homecoming.  

More recent comments by some veterans demonstrate the degree to 
which the event has been blown out of proportion: 

“Even 1 Battalion when they come back from Vietnam, the first tour, a 
woman raced out and threw red paint over the CO ... They said it was that 
Ros Kelly the parliamentarian ...To come home and have a bucket of red 
paint thrown all over the commanding officer of the 1st Battalion, marching 
through the streets of Sydney, was an absolute disgrace”. 

It is widely acknowledged that many Vietnam veterans experienced a 
negative homecoming from the war, and it is perhaps not surprising that 
enthusiastic ‘Welcome Home’ marches are not generally remembered.  

(ConƟnued from page 24) 

Protester 21 year old Nadine Jensen smeared in red paint ran in 
front of 1RAR in Sydney Welcome home parade June 1966 



The Busted Bugle June 2024 EdiƟon 

Page 26 

It is difficult to estimate how many of Australia's nearly 60,000 Vietnam 
servicemen and women took part in ‘Welcome Home’ marches, but it was 
certainly not all of them. Men who returned early due to illness or injury, 
reinforcement troops who returned from Vietnam alone or in small groups, 
and most national servicemen were usually not able to participate.  
Marches were arranged for battalions and other units recently arrived from 
Vietnam, usually aboard HMAS Sydney, and took place either on the day of 
arrival or soon after. Those who came home separately from their unit 
usually missed out.  Many men flew home on Qantas aircraft, arriving late 
at night or early in the morning, before going home for several weeks' leave. 
National servicemen were then discharged from the army, and most lost 
contact with their army mates.  Such a quiet homecoming invariably a 
letdown: 

“I was up at 4 am and 22 hours later we touched down in Sydney ... 
When we were finally allowed off, I kissed the tarmac.  I remember the 
Customs bloke saying to each one of us, ‘Welcome Home’, but that was 
about it.  We'd come in on the quiet through the back door like we'd gone 
out”. 

One ‘Welcome Home’ march, however, made a positive difference for 
many veterans.  The ‘Welcome Home’ parade for Vietnam veterans was 
held in Sydney in October 1987, 15 years after the last soldiers came 
home. 

Modelled on similar marches in the United States, the parade was 
organised by veterans who wanted it to serve as the welcome that many 
veterans felt they had never received.  It was attended by 25,000 veterans 
and watched by a crowd estimated at 250,000, who lined the city streets, 
holding ‘Welcome Home’ banners and cheering loudly. 

The event brought many of the men and women who marched together 
for the first time in years, enabling friendships to be renewed and memories 
shared.  And it helped many to resolve their feelings about the war and their 
service: "I'm no longer ashamed to say that I'm a Vietnam veteran.  No 
longer will I hang my head.  The people of Sydney made sure of that”. It is a 
pity that it took this event and the passage of so many years to make 
Vietnam veterans feel proud of their service.  

The earlier ‘Welcome Home’ marches achieved this for a while, and 
although they appear to have faded from public memory, they are a 
reminder that while many people at the time disagreed with Australia's 
involvement in Vietnam, they did publicly applaud the efforts of the nation's 
servicemen and women in that most divisive war. 

The evening news is where they begin with “good evening’ 
and then proceed to tell you why it isn’t. 
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WhatÊaÊdifferenceÊaÊWarÊmakes! 

Australia’s NaƟonal Service Ballot—Frequency of 
birthdates drawn. 

The scheme existed in Australia from November 1964 until December 1972 
where conscription was based on a ballot of birthdays.  

There were a total of 16 ballots, two held each year.  One thousand two 
hundred and twenty five (1,225) birthdates were drawn from a possible two 
thousand five hundred and fifty (2,556) available dates. 

The most popular date that was drawn was the 12 January being drawn 
every year of the ballot appearing 8 times in the 16 ballots held.  The least 
dates drawn listed, only each being drawn once all ballots are: 

  6-Mar 1-Apr 15-May 3-Jun 19-Jul 5-Aug 7-Sep 8-Oct 7-Nov 3-Dec 
1-Jan 19-Mar 10-Apr 16-May 4-Jun  7-Aug 16-Sep 24-Oct 19-Nov 11-Dec 

  27-Apr 18-May 5-Jun     25-Nov 16-Dec 
   28-May 19-Jun     26-Nov  

A woman from the crowd 
carried away with 
excitement, kisses a 
member of the 9th 
Australian Division during 
the units march through the 
streets of Melbourne March 
31, 1943. 
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Aerial Combat: Gun Convergence in 
World War II Fighters 

W orld War II marked a significant evolution 
in aerial combat tactics with one being the 
concept of gun convergence or gun 

harmonisation. This was the alignment of the fixed 
guns on wings of fighters being aligned slightly 
inwards, and not straight ahead, allowing the rounds to 
meet at a specific point several hundreds of metres or 
yards ahead of the aircraft. 

The Spitfire, equipped with eight guns, four in each 
wing and were harmonized to converge at a point 
allowed effective fire up to about 500 yards. (457 
metres), however this was variable between individual 
squadron leaders, or experience pilots. 

Spiƞire fighter on gun range undergoing gun alignment—1942 

And so ends another week without me becoming 
unexpectedly rich! 
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Human Story from Western Desert  
By a Rat of Tobruk who was there  published August 1948 

My companion in a Western Desert (Middle East) listening post, about 100 
yards in advance of the battalion, one moonlight night in 1942 was a quarter
-caste aboriginal named Tommy with the keenest sight I have ever known in 
the A.I.F. and, I claim, the greatest shot. 

Anticipating an offensive, we concealed ourselves in a doover.  Just before 
zero hour I peered over the top and noticed a patrol approaching us.  I drew 
Tommy's attention to it.  With his first shot he stopped the leading scout and 
the rest dispersed.  Ten minutes later he tapped me on the shoulder, raised 
his rifle and stopped another scout who was crawling towards his comrade.  
Two in two shots, I thought, wasn't bad shooting, considering the poor 
visibility. We waited expectantly for a few moments for further enemy 
movement.  It did not come, but in its stead, we heard what I can best 
describe as a human sob.  I had my rifle pointed in the enemy's direction 
and was about to fire when Tommy pushed it away with a look on his face as 
though he had caught me with a double-headed penny.  "Fair go, Sarge," he 
whispered, "there's something wrong here," and he slid over the lip of the 
doover and commenced to crawl towards the two casualties.  To my 
astonishment, 20 minutes later, he returned with a young Italian who had 
been shot through the thigh.  

He was in a bad way.  "Fix up this chap," he said, "I'm going back for his 
cobber.  I looked at my charge.  He was only a kid probably not more than 
15 years of age. All he could do was to concentrate fear-crazed eyes upon 
me and point in the direction in which Tommy had disappeared, murmuring 
"Farder, Farder.  In due course Tommy returned with the victim of his first 
shot. He had received a fatal wound, clean through the neck.  

As the body was laid alongside the wounded man, we heard the latter 
speaking softly in Italian.  He had recognised the dead man as his father.  
As I looked at Tommy, who I had seen bash the brains out of a German 
officer with the butt of a rifle, I saw tears streaming down his cheeks.  "Aw, 
hell, Sarge”, he said, "this is a queer war”. And, with that, he dragged the 
sobbing kid away from his dead parent.  By now it was daylight, yet Tommy 
gathered up the youngster in his arms, exposed his broad back to the 
enemy and carried his burden back to our R.A.P.  Can you beat that for 
human compassion? 
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211 ACU has finally been able to go 
bush this term.  At the moment all 
NSW BDE is on what has been 
termed a reduced Tempo.  You may 
recall that we had Twenty-Five new 
Recruits join in February.  The 
weekend 21-23 June ‘24 allowed 
these cadets to undertake their first 

taste of the joys of the Singleton Training Range 
 
Unfortunately, there is a shortage of uniforms at the moment, especially 
smaller sizes (the army does not have many soldiers with a 65cm waist).  
This didn’t stop these taking part & enjoying themselves learning new 
things such as Hootchie building, cooking over a Hexi Stove & basic 
fieldcraft.  The cadets got great use of the Radios & Hot Water Systems 
donated by Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Recruits at Singleton 
 

Having these new Recruits attend this afore mention Bivouac will allow 
them to attend the NSW Brigade Annual Field Exercise.  

Meal Time with Hexi Stoves 
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In August 21 AAC Battalion will be running a Tri-Service Competition 
Weekend at Centre Ridge Singleton.  The six Army Cadet Units from our 
local area will compete against the Six (6) Air Force Cadets units & the 
Four (4) Navy Cadet Units in the Central Coast to Manning Valley Area.  
Events include Drill, a WTSS shoot, Tug-of-War, Tent set-up race, Tyre 
Drag Stretcher race & Service Knowledge competitions. 
 
Also, Cadet related, on the June Long Weekend Cadets from the AANC, 
AAC & AAFC had the honour of attending the Kings Birthday Parade at 
Government House in Sydney.  Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales hosted the parade. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 

conclusion, I would like to thank the Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch for all their on
-going assistance.  The Sub-Branches generous donation will assist the 
unit with equipment that the Army does supply us.  We will be ready, 
willing & able to assist Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch in 2024. 
 
MAJ (AAC) Peter Lockwood 
CO 21 AAC Bn 
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Tamzine: The Smallest Hero of Dunkirk 
Tamzine is a historic fishing boat, notable for its role in one of the most 
dramatic events of World War II - the 1940 evacuation of the British 

Expeditionary Force from 
Dunkirk. 

Built by Brockman & Titcombe in 
Margate, Kent, in southeast 
England in 1937, Tamzine is a 
light yet strong, clinker-built, 
wooden fishing and sailing boat.  
Measuring just 14.7 feet (4.5 m) 
in length, Tamzine was the 

smallest vessel to take part in the evacuation.  Despite her size, she was 
built to withstand the rigors of the sea, constructed of Canadian spruce. 

The evacuation, known as Operation Dynamo, took place between 26 May 
and 4 June 1940.  The operation was a response to the dire situation of the 
British, French, and other Allied soldiers who were trapped on the beaches 
at Dunkirk during the Second World War.  Due to the shallow waters, larger 
British destroyers were unable to approach the beaches, and soldiers had 
to wade out to the boats, many of them waiting hours in shoulder-deep 
water. 

In this desperate situation, the British Ministry of Shipping called upon all 
boats with a shallow draught that could navigate the shallow waters².  This 
call to action led to about 850 private boats, later known as the 'Little Ships 
of Dunkirk', sailing from Ramsgate in England to Dunkirk in northern 
France.  Among these 'Little Ships' was Tamzine, the smallest known 
participant¹. 

After the war, Tamzine continued to serve as a reminder of the Dunkirk 
evacuation.  In 1965, she took part in a twenty-fifth anniversary 
commemoration of the evacuation, repeating her Channel crossing.  Her 
presence was recorded by the British newsreel Pathé News. 

Today, Tamzine is preserved by the Imperial War Museum.  As the smallest 
known 'Little Ship' of Dunkirk, she stands as a testament to the courage 
and determination of those who risked their lives in the face of 
overwhelming odds.  Her story serves as a reminder that even the smallest 
can make a significant difference in the course of history. 
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Workers nicknames 

Wicket keeper - puts on gloves and stands back 

Harvey Norman - 3 years no interest 

Sensor light - only works someone walks past 

Noodles - thinks all Jobs take 2 minutes  

Blister - appears when the hard work is done  

Show bag - full of shit 

Lantern - not very bright and has to be carried 

Deck chair - always folds under pressure  

Perth - 3 hours behind everyone else  

G spot - you can never find him  

Bushranger - holds everyone up 

Wheelbarrow - only works when he's pushed 

Limo - carries about 8 people 

Cordless - charges all night but only works for 2 hours 

 

Medals issued to the 
US forces were a point 
of  amusement to the 
AIF in World War two. 
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‘KILROY WAS HERE’ was Second World war 
graffiti popular with the United States servicemen 
who would draw this on walls wherever they were 
stationed or camped. 

It became a novelty whenever an obstacle of 
beach head was taken and chalked up so much 
that it provided some comfort for the following 
troops that followed and knew their counterparts 
had preceded them on their journey. 

 

However, Digger history of the ANZACS 
supports the chalking may well have been 
a copy of what they had done in World 
War One where ‘FOO WAS HERE’ was a 
tradition that predated the American 
Version of World War Two. 

Foo appears to have been an acronym of 
Forward observation officer. 

Countries of the world marked in red who do not use the metric system 
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The proposal for a Newcastle war memorial—from days 
gone past. 

 
A concern by ex servicemen that the city of Newcastle did not have a 
suitable war memorial to commemorate those who served, and it was 
proposed that a suitable memorial be erected.  This from the pages of the 
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW: 1876 - 1954), 
Friday 8 July 1938, page 12.   
 
It is interesting to see that there was some objection to the soldier memorial 
at the front of the Newcastle Post office. 
 
TO SOLDIERS  
Pillar with Ball of Light as Memorial 
CARDIFF HEIGHTS SITE  
Hamilton sub-Branch of the Returned Soldiers' League 
decided last night that the Mayor of Greater Newcastle 
(Ald. A. Griffith) should be asked to inaugurate a fund 
to build a suitable memorial to all those from the 
Newcastle district who served in tile Great War.  The 
proposal was sponsored' by Mr.  H. J.  Boorman.  The 
sub-Branch will suggest that the memorial should be 
erected on Cardiff Heights, and that the monument 
should take the shape of a huge pillar, with a glass 
ball on the top to carry a brilliant light – the light 
to be "an everlasting remembrance of those who gave 
their lives and those who served." 
Mr Boorman said that such a memorial would be seen for 
many miles.  People passing in ships would see the 
light as well as those in the vicinity of Maitland. The 
memorial would come to be known as the "Diggers' 
Light."  
Although there was talk of removing the memorial in 
front of the Newcastle Post-office the City Hall, he 
considered this idea much better.  The Newcastle 
memorial was not true in detail.  A shirt of the 
militia army was displayed, not the uniform of a 
soldier on service.  
He felt that the ex-servicemen of the Newcastle 
district should have a memorial to which people could 
make a pilgrimage.  Mr. W. Baxter said it was wrong 
that a city the size of Newcastle did not have a worthy 
memorial.  The Treasurer (Mr. W. H. Rowlands) said they 
must appreciate the gesture of the man who placed the 
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monument' in Newcastle.  This should not be thrown to 
one side, 
A member: There is a committee dealing with this matter.  
This suggestion will be appreciated. 
Mr. Boorman: I want this to be a recommendation to the 
Mayor from the Hamilton sub-branch.  
Mr C Colin said there was a beautiful memorial at 
Albury, which was approached by steps.  People made 
pilgrimages nearly every Sunday. Goulburn had another 
striking memorial on a hill.  Both are floodlit.  Mr. 
Colin added that he favoured the back of the Glebe Hill 
as the site.  The motion wan carried unanimously. 

Dreamt is the only English word that ends with the letters 
MT 

Unit Anniversaries 

1-Jun Royal Australian Corps of Transport 1973 51 
 1st Signal Regiment 1973 51 
2-Jun Commissioning of HMAS GEELONG 1973 51 
 16th Air Defence Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery 1973 51 
6-Jun 3rd Cavalry Regiment, Royal Australian Armoured Corp 1965 59 
 6th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1965 59 
10-Jun 131st Divisional Locating Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 1965 59 
11-Jun 31st Battalion, The Royal Queensland Regiment 1965 59 
13-Jun School of Artillery 1945 79 
15-Jun Commissioning of HMAS TARAKAN 1945 79 
21-Jun Defence Force School of Music 1984 40 
24-Jun 9th Battalion, The Royal Queensland Regiment 1984 40 
27-Jun The Royal Military College 1911 113 
30-Jun 108th Signal Squadron 1975 49 
 5th Field Engineer Regiment 1976 48 
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In a recent time there has been discussion about whether a recipient of a 
Victoria Cross of Australia should or should not be stripped on proof of a 
criminal offence. 

Refence to the Victoria Cross Regulations of the Australian Government 
Cancellation and Reinstatement shows that the cancellation of the award 
is written into the Australian legalisation. 

12. (1) The Governor-General may cancel an award of the decoration and 
may reinstate an award so cancelled. 

 (2) Where an award of the decoration is cancelled, the name of the person to 
whom the award was made shall be erased from the Register and the 
person shall return the decoration to the Registrar. 

 (3) Where an award that has been cancelled pursuant to sub-regulation (1) is 
reinstated, the Registrar shall restore the entry or entries in the Register that 
had been erased. 

 

It seems that the Australian legalisation follows the British legislation.   

Victoria Cross forfeited by the British. 

Historically the awards to eight Victoria Cross recipients were forfeited 
between 1861 and 1908 as the power to cancel and restore awards is still 
included in the Victoria Cross warrant; however, since 1920 when King 
George V expressed strong objections to the use of the forfeiture power no 
further awards have been forfeited.  

 

Valentine Bambrick was awarded the Victoria Cross for action on the 6th 
May 1858 as a member of the Kings Royal Rifle Corps during the Indian 
Mutiny for conspicuous bravery at Bareilly, when he attacked three raiders 
and was twice wounded on this occasion. 

 

On the 4th September 1871 he was convicted of assault and theft of a 
comrade’s medals and stripped of the Victoria Cross.  He committed suicide 
in Pentonille Prison in London on the 1st April 1864. 

 

James Collis was awarded the Victoria Cross as a gunner with the Royal 
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Horse Artillery, British Army when on the 28th July 1880 during the retreat 
from Maiwand to Kandahar, Afghanistan he ran to assist a limber cart 
conveying wounded men under fire and he drew the enemy’s fire onto 
himself, taking the fire away from the wounded.  

 

After being discharged from the army, Collis joined the Bombay Police in 
India in 1881, rising to the rank of inspector.  On the 18th November 1895 he 
was convicted of bigamy and sentenced to 18 months imprisonment and 
stripped of the Victoria Cross.  He died of a heart attack aged 62 on the 28th 
June 1918. 

Frederick Corbett was awarded the Victoria Cross for action on the 5th 
August 1882 as a private soldier in the 3rd Battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps 
during the Anglo-Egyptian War in assisting a mortally wounded officer under 
heavy fire and remains with him during a withdrawal to stem the bleeding 
before extracting him to safety. 

 

After Corbett left the army, he sold the medal.  He later re-enlisted into the 
Royal Artillery however the British Army Discipline and Regulation Act of 
1879 said that all active soldiers were required to display their medals on 
uniforms on specific occasions.   

 

Corbett having sold his medal and after being convicted of being absent 
without leave, for embezzlement and for the theft of an officer’s property, his 
name was erased from the Victoria Cross register.  In 1903 a Mr Mansfield 
who was the purchaser of the medal Corbett sold tried to return the medal to 
the army for reinstatement to his Corbett’s family however the army said that 
since his name had been expunged from the Victoria Cross Register, he Mr 
Mansfield was entitled to keep the medal. 

 

Edward St John Daniel as a 17 year old Midshipman in the Royal Navy was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for action on the 18th October 1854 during the 
Crimean War when he retrieved power from a wagon to a battery under 
heavy fire, the horses of the wagon having been shot.  A few weeks later on 
the 5th November he was in the first scaling party at the assault on the 
fortifications when a senior officer suffered a serious arm wound and 
evacuated him to safety. 

 

On the 4th September 1861 after he was convicted of desertion and the 
Victoria Cross was stripped.  Daniel died at Hokitika in New Zealand on the 
28th May 1868 aged 31 years. 

(ConƟnued on page 39) 
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Thomas Lane was an Irishman born at Cork Ireland and a Private Soldier 
of the 47th Regiment of Foot.  On the 21 August 1860 at Taku Forts, China 
as a 24 year old in company with an officer he swam the water ditches of 
the Fort and during the assault attempted to enlarge an opening in the wall 
of the Fort through which entry was eventually gained.  During this assault 
Lane was severally wounded.  He was awarded the Victoria Cross.  Lane 
also fought as a Sergeant in the Anglo-Zulu War and in Landrey’s Light 
horse in Basutoland in 1981 – 82. 

On the 7th April 1881 after being convicted of desertion on active service 
and theft, his Victoria Cross was forfeited.  He died in Kimberley South 
Africa on the 12th April 1889 aged 53 as a member of the Kimberly Police 
Force. 

James McGuire was an Irish recipient of the Victoria Cross.  On the 14th 
September 1857 as a sergeant in the Royal Munster Fusiliers of the 
Bengal Army fighting during the Indian Mutiny in Delhi and the assault on 
the Kabul Gate the unit had paused waiting for orders as some of the 
Regiment were resupplying ammunition when three boxes exploded.   

Sergeant McGuire rushed into the expanding blaze and with another 
soldier commencing dragging other burning boxes from the pile and 
throwing them over the parapet into the water filled ditch.  Confusion was 
great and soldiers and native followers did not recognise the danger 
emerging were rushing into danger, McGuire was instrumental in saving 
the lives of many. 

On the 22nd December 1862 after being convicted of stealing a cow and 
sentenced to 9 months imprisonment.  The charge resulted from a family 
dispute where McGuire argued that he had taken the cow as compensation 
for an unpaid debt owed by his uncle.  His date of death is in dispute, but it 
is thought it may have been the same date that his appeal for the 
reinstatement of his Victoria Cross was rejected in 1983.  He would have 
been 56 years of age.  

Michael Murphy enlisted in the 17th Lancers at Cork, a unit that had lost 
most of their complement in the Charge of the Light brigade the previous 
year; however, for unknown reasons he joined the 2nd Battalion Military 
Train and eventually arrived in Calcutta on receipt of news of the Indian 
mutiny.  On the 15th April, 1858 Murphy was deployed to relieve Lucknow 
where in fighting near Azimgurh north east India he went to assist 
Lieutenant Hamilton who was dismounted and surrounded by enemy, 
where he cut down several men and although severely wounded while 
defending the Lieutenant he never left his side until support arrived. 
Lieutenant Hamilton died from his wounds the following morning.  Murphy 
was awarded the Victoria Cross. 
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When did you first discover there was eight 
in the middle of the 8 of diamonds? 

 

 Can’t see it? 

 

 

 

 

(Then page 44 may help you) 

On the 26th January 1872 Murphy was arrested and charged of the theft of 
oats and hay and sentenced to nine months hard labour.  On the 5th March 
1872 an order was issued for the forfeit of his Victoria Cross.  Ironically 
after having worn the Victoria Cross every day of the court hearing the 
medal could not be found after the forfeiture order and did not appear until 
1898, five years after Murphy’s death. 

George Albert Ravenhill joined the 1st Battalion of the Royal Scots 
Fusiliers and served in South Africa.  When he was 27 years old he was a 
private in the 2nd Battalion the Royal Scots Fusiliers during the second 
Boer War, and on the 15th December 1899 at the battle of Colenso, South 
Africa under heavy fire he left his sheltered position and went to assist the 
officers and drivers of the field batteries of the Royal Field Artillery who 
were trying to withdraw the guns when the detachments serving the guns 
had all been killed, wounded or driven away by infantry fire at close range.  
There he helped limber up one of the guns and removed it to safety, having 
been wounded during the action.  He was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

In August 1908 Ravenhill had fallen on hard times when he 

 was charged with stealing 6 shillings of iron, and he sentenced to one 
month imprisonment.  He was the subject of the forfeiture of his Victoria 
Cross, however it was never struck off the Victoria Cross Register and in 
1908 it was sold at Southerly’s for forty two pound.  

He died of a sudden heart attack aged 49 on the 14th April 1921 leaving his 
wife and five children living in extreme poverty.  Shortly after his death King 
George V declared that the Victoria Cross should never be forfeited.  
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S oldiers win wars.  Officers might make the calls, set the strategy, and 
direct the action, but when it comes down to the actual hard 
sacrifices, it’s always the common soldier that wins the war. 

untouched in Balaclava. 

This dictum appears both 
simple and obvious: if a 
country elects to send 
soldiers into hostile, 
foreign territory with the 
aim of engaging in a long, 
protracted conflict, then 
they have to ensure that 
they are up to the task. 

The British Army apparently forgot this simple dictum when 
it came to fighting in the Crimean War (1853-1856), where 

a failure of obvious logistics resulted in the troop’s condition being so poor 
they were starving; a failure that was thoroughly avoidable that became a 
national scandal. 

Half rations were the norm, and it was not uncommon for men not to eat at 
all.  Christmas Day of 1854, when one battalion received no rations at all, 
their Commanding Officer Colonel Bell kicked up such a fuss, that the 
Commissary did serve out a small portion of fresh meat at sunset when no 
fires were permitted to cook the raw meat. 

When there was food, it was not good.  The average soldier’s diet consisted 
of biscuits and salted meat.  Some men could not eat the meat, complaining 
of the horrid diarrhoea that it caused.  Even when fresh meat was available, 
the salted meat would sometimes still be given out rather than fresh as it 
was less of a hassle. 

The biscuits were hard and difficult to bite through, causing even more pain 
to gums already inflamed with scurvy.  A month’s worth of vegetables was 
two potatoes and one onion.  Queen’s Regulations provided that each man 
should receive per day 1 ½ pound of bread, 1 pound of biscuits and 1 
pound of fresh or salted meat.  For these rations each soldier’s pay was 
stopped 3 ½ pence, and anything further the soldier required he was 
expected to buy.  This continued until Lord Raglan the Commander of the 
British force in the Crimea decided this was unworkable and ordered 2 
ounces of coffee and 1 ¾ ounce of sugar be provided but with a pay 
stoppage of an additional 1 penny.  [note: a private soldier’s daily pay was 
12 pennies] 

(ConƟnued on page 42) 

Crimean Soldiers 



The Busted Bugle June 2024 EdiƟon 

Page 42 

The British had bakers among their troops, but the army did not see the 
value in letting them ply their trade, even though they could have taken a 
lesson from the French soldiers who baked.  Contrasting this, the diet of 
British soldiers in the Crimean War was actually worse than that of the 
Scottish prisoners back in British jails, who were fed rations of milk, 
vegetables and fish. 

The situation was only made worse by the class-based institutional 
arrogance and bureaucratic incompetence of supply officers.  In November 
1854, one hundred and fifty tons of vegetables arrived at Balaclava without 
the correct documentation.  This caused no one in Balaclava to accept 
responsibility, so the food was wasted. 

In an attempt to ease the troops’ suffering, Lord Raglan ordered that each 
man would receive two ounces of rice a day, until sometime later, someone 
failed to renew the order.  The Commissariat still had rice at Balaclava and 
Scutari but had no way to get it to the front, and so the soldiers starved. 

To combat the curse of scurvy, the British navy had long since used lime 
juice, which provided the vitamin C necessary.  The soldiers in the Crimea 
came down with scurvy as there was a distinct lack of vitamin C in their diet, 
so the British sent 20,000 pounds of lime juice to solve the problem.  
Inexplicably, Commissary-General Filder ignored the newly arrived cargo, 
stating that it was somehow not his job to inform the troops of its presence.   

Therefore, his men were ravaged by scurvy for two months, all while they 
were unaware that the antidote to their problems was available nearby.   

A similar problem happened with coffee.  In an attempt to avoid the damp 
and mould that comes with shipping coffee beans, Filder ordered that the 
beans should be sent unroasted to the Crimean troops.  However, the 
troops had no way of efficiently grinding or roasting them.   

The men were forced to improvise by grinding them in shell cases and 
roasting alongside their meat, or to drink a foul brew of half-rotten green 
coffee beans.  At the same time, making worse, 2,075 pounds of tea sat 
untouched in Balaclava. 

The food problems are only one example of the trials and tribulations of the 
average British soldier fighting in the Crimean War.  Footwear and uniforms 
were another whole story of misery. 

In the end, an investigative commission discovered that a large number of 
British Crimean wartime deaths were attributed not to the guns of the 
enemy, but to supply failures and the greater problems of leadership in the 
British Empire. 
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Captain Bill 
 
By a digger who was there published July 1933 

 
CAPT BILL A was regimental.  In fact, he was a martinet.  Everything 

had to be done "at the double." If his threats to shoot all and sundry had 
been carried out; the landscape of France would have been dotted with 
cemeteries.  

The heavy battery he commanded had orders to take up position in an 
advanced area.  Evening was approaching.  Rain, as usual, was falling, 
and Bill's temper as usual was rising.  

Stamping and cursing, he gave orders to pull the guns from the pits 
ready for the road.  When ready, the men turned their attention to getting 
their personal belongings together to place on wagon or limber.  This was 
Bill's opportunity to get downright nasty.  Roaring out at the top of his voice, 
he threatened to shoot any man who put his kit on the wagons.  "Damn 
your hides," he yelled.  "The wagons are for ammunition, not lousy kits.” 

Galloping up and down the line of gun limbers and wagons ready on 
the road, the bold Bill spotted a rolled-up kit on one of the wagons.  Yelling 
like a mad Dervish, he jumped from his horse, pulled the offending kit from 
the wagon and dumped it into a shell hole full of mud and water. The 
battery arrived in the new position and was soon got ready for action.  The 
men turned their attention to making temporary shelters for the night.  Bill 
was still red in the face as he yelled for his batman, and inquired where his 
shelter and kit were.  But his face went purple when he was told that it was 
his own kit, he had dumped into the shell hole.   — GJE.R. 
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Here’s the 
Eight. 

 

Does this help? 

Some people need to experience the real World. 

For, in the real world 

You don’t get a participation trophy. 

Not everybody is a winner. 

There are no safe spaces. 

Screaming doesn’t make you right. 

No one owes you anything.  

Crying doesn’t solve problems. 

Nothing is free in this world. 

People are going to say things that you don’t like. 

YOU ARE NOT SPECIAL GET OVER IT! 

You hear it but was does it mean. 

Generations 

Greatest Gen: People born between 1901 and 1927. 

Silent Gen: people born between 1928 and 1945. 

Baby Boomers people born between 1946 and 1964. 

Gen X  people born between 1965 and 1980. 

Millennials people born between 1981 and 1996. 

Gen Z  people born between 1997 and 2012. 

Gen Alpha people born between 2013 and present. 
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The author of the Ode of Remembrance 

Laurence Binyon was an accomplished poet and Assistant Keeper of 
Prints and Drawings at the British Museum, who wrote the “Ode of 
Remembrance” in 1914 less than seven weeks after the outbreak of the 
Great War.  Binyon wrote the poem while sitting on a cliff in North 
Cornwall, between Pentire Point and the Rump. 

The poem was published in The Times on 21 September 1914.  As the 
war progressed, the poem grew in stature, reflecting the scale of the 
nation’s grief.  The fourth stanza of the seven stanza poem, known as “The 
Ode of Remembrance,” is engraved on cenotaphs, war memorials, and 
headstones in war cemeteries throughout the English-speaking world. 

The Ode of Remembrance reads as follows: 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn; 

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

We will remember them. 

These lines, situated at the heart 
of the poem, lay out an argument 
for consolation in which the dead 
are immortalized in the memory 
of the living.  

Binyon passed away on 10 March 
1943, and his ashes were 
scattered on the grounds of St 
Mary’s Church in Aldworth.  His 
name is commemorated on a 
stone plaque in Poet’s Corner at 
Westminster Abbey, alongside 15 

fellow poets of the Great War. A plaque on the Cornish coastline in south-
western England marks the location where the poem was written. 

Why does toilet paper need a commercial?   
Who is not buying toilet paper? 
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It is as bad as you think, and they are out to get you. 

Published 1938 
 

TO SOLDIERS Pillar with Ball of Light as Memorial 
CARDIFF HEIGHTS SITE  
Hamilton sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers' 

League decided last night that the Mayor of Greater 
Newcastle (Ald. A. Griffith) should be asked to 
inaugurate a fund to build a suitable memorial to all 
those from the Newcastle district who served in tile 
Great War.  The proposal was sponsored' by Air.  H. 
J...  Boorman.  The sub-branch will suggest that the 
memorial should be erected on Cardiff Heights, and 
that the monument should take the shape of a huge 
pillar, with a glass ball on the top to carry a 
brilliant light – the light to be "an everlasting 
remembrance of those who gave their lives and those 
who served." 

Mr Boorman said that such a memorial would be seen 
for many miles.  People passing in ships would see 
the light as well as those in the vicinity of 
Maitland. The memorial would come to be known as the 
"Diggers' Light."  

Although there was talk of removing the memorial in 
front of the Newcastle Post-office the City Hall, he 
considered this idea much better.  The Newcastle 
memorial was not true in detail.  A shirt of the 
militia army was displayed, not the uniform of a 
soldier on service.  

He felt that the ex-servicemen of the Newcastle 
district should have a memorial to which people could 
make a pilgrimage.  Mr. W. Baxter said it was wrong 
that a city the size of Newcastle did not have a 
worthy memorial.   

Cardiff Heights once planned as the site of Newcastle’s 
major war memorial 
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Word search No 24  
(SoluƟon on page 51) 
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Crossword No.24 
(SoluƟon on  page 51) 
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Heroes one and all.   
B17 Flying Fortress of World War 
Two belly gunners.  The under-belly 
position was known as the Ball 
turret and men who were to occupy 
those firing positions were to 
display an extraordinary amount of 
bravery as the ball turret gunner 

was undoubtedly in the most-precarious 
position.  

It was also recommended that they be 
small in statue to get into the obtuse 
position for the flight and often the 
selection was based on the size of the 
crew’s gunners. 

Dangling and exposed to the attack of fighter planes in daylight bombing 
raids with the gunner’s cramped position requiring his knees up to his chest 

and between the twin machine guns.  There was 
no room in the turret for the parachute, meant that 
the gunner’s parachute was left in the cabin 
above the turret. 

The gunner was also exposed to the explosion of 
flak from anti-aircraft shells as below the aircraft 
the gunner was usually the first to be hit.  Further 

there were many instances, where the ball turret was hit and mechanically 
disabled; the gunner could not climb backup into the cabin above and the 
bombers had to make a crash landing. Everybody else in the plane 
understood that the ball turret gunner] was a dead man, that he would be 
crushed. 

      For those manning that gun position death was always near, and usually 
a particularly gruesome affair.  Wartime poet Randall Jarrell famous verse 
"Death of a Ball Turret Gunner." 

From my mother’s sleep I fell into the State, 
And I hunched in its belly till my wet fur froze. 
Six miles from earth, loosed from its dream of life, 
I woke to black flak and the nightmare fighters. 
When I died they washed me out of the turret with a hose. 
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A dead man’s  contribuƟon to the War effort. 
In April 1943 Operation Mincemeat was conceived by British Naval Intelli-
gence Division (NID) to confuse the Germans regarding the true target for 
the Allied invasion of Sicily. 

In 1943, the NID with included James Bond author Ian Fleming obtained the 
body of Glyndwr Michael, a vagrant who had tragically died from eating rat 
poison.  They dressed him as a Royal Marines Officer, creating the fictitious 
persona of Captain (Acting Major) William Martin.  Personal items were 
carefully placed on the body to lend authenticity, including a photograph of 
Major Martin's fiancée, a receipt for an engagement ring, and a theatre tick-
et stub². 

Early on April 30, 1943, the body of "Major Martin" was launched into the 
sea from the British submarine HMS Seraph, drifting just over a mile off the 

southern Spanish coast.  At this time Spain, alt-
hough official neutral, were leaning towards Hitler, 
and they were seen as a conduit for information to 
arrive in German hands. 

The secret documents carried on the body were 
covertly opened, photographed, and passed via 
Nazi sympathizers to German intelligence officers 
in Spain.  These documents purported to reveal 
that the targets for the forthcoming invasion were 
Greece and Sardinia, with Sicily only intended as a 
feint. 

The Germans acted swiftly on the false information.  
They doubled the number of troops sent to Sardinia and transferred addi-
tional divisions to Greece and the Balkans.  Meanwhile, the actual Allied in-
vasion of Sicily took place on July 9, 1943, catching the German defenders 
by surprise.  The lack of enemy reinforcements played a crucial role in the 
success of the invasion.  "Mincemeat" had been well and truly swallowed 
and became the subject of a best seller and movie of the same name. 

Fighting for peace is like screwing for virginity. 
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Crossword solution No. 24 

 

Solution  Word Search 24 
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Disclaimer 

This magazine is intended to provide general information, insight, and perspectives relevant to veterans and their 
families.  It does not constitute personalised advice or recommendations. 

  While we strive to ensure every effort is made to present factual information, it is acknowledged that some 
historical articles could be exposed to historical interpretations that may vary. 

While external resources and websites are accessed and cross referenced for accuracy, it is acknowledged that 
inaccuracies can occur, and it is appreciated when corrections and feedback is provided. 


