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ON THE COVER 
Tyne Cot Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, located near Zonnebeke 
in Belgium, is the largest cemetery for Commonwealth Forces in the world.  
It contains the resting places of 11,954 soldiers including 582 Australian of 
which 8,366 are unnamed.  Five hundred and twenty are Australian from 
the battle of Passchendaele, including Captain Clarence Jeffries from 
Wallsend who won his VC (posthumously.  He was killed while leading an 
attack by machine gun.   

ConƟnued on page 21) 
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Cardiff Sub Branch Welfare 
Our Wellbeing Advocates continue their welfare work and are acknowledged.    For 
the period between June and July 2024, they made 107 visits to veterans in 
the following hospitals:. 
Lake Macquarie Private, Warners Bay Private, John Hunter and Newcastle Private. 
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Inaugural Middle East Area of OperaƟons 
CommemoraƟon. 

The inaugural Middle East Area of 
Operations (MEAO) was established 
by RSL NSW to honour and recognise 
the service and sacrifice of Australian 
Defence personnel and their families 
who were involved in operations in the 
Middle East between 2001 and 20212.  
This day July 11th 2024 was seen as 
significant as it marks three years 
since all Australian troops officially 
returned from Afghanistan, bringing an 
end to Australia’s longest participation 
in a foreign war. 
Cardiff sub Branch acknowledged the 
day and the sacrifice of the ADF 

personnel at our monthly meeting on 
the 14th July 2024 with several MEAO 

members present. 

President’s address. 
Welcome, and thank you for joining us as we welcome and honour our 
Middle East Area of Operations (MEAO) veterans.  
These brave men and women served valiantly in Afghanistan and Iraq 
between 2001 and 2021, following the September 11 terrorist attacks. On 
July 11, 2021, Australian Defence Force personnel left Afghanistan, 
bringing an end to our nation’s longest war. 
In this chapter of our history, sacrifices were made. Tragically, 41 Australian 
lives were lost in Afghanistan, and two lives were lost in Iraq. Many 
veterans returned home bearing both physical and emotional scars from 
their service. Today, we gather to honour their courage, resilience, and 
unwavering commitment. 
Recognising their service, RSL NSW established July 11, 2024, as the 

(ConƟnued on page 4) 

Geoff Kelly  sub Branch President. 



The Busted Bugle August 2024 EdiƟon 

Page 4 

inaugural MEAO Commemorative Day. This day allows our nation to reflect 
and recognise the service of our Defence personnel and their families - 
those who served directly in the MEAO and those who supported these 
critical operations. 
Our committee thoughtfully planned to acknowledge and welcome our 
MEAO veterans during today’s General Meeting. By doing so, we enable 
these veterans to participate in larger commemorations with their units and 
peers while emphasising their vital role within our local community. 
On behalf of Cardiff Sub-Branch, I officially acknowledge the service and 
sacrifice of our MEAO veterans, extending a warm welcome to each of 
them. Their contributions have and will continue to shape our community 
and our shared future. 
Our commitment extends beyond an acknowledgment and a welcome. We 
actively encourage MEAO veterans to join our sub-Branch, ensuring they 
feel genuinely welcomed, appreciated, and supported. As they contribute to 
our shared future, we stand ready to support their health, well-being, and 
advocacy efforts. Our doors remain open, inviting them to find camaraderie, 
understanding, and purpose within our ranks. 
Following this meeting, we invite everyone to come together over light 
refreshments. This informal gathering provides an opportunity to share 
stories, connect, and strengthen the bonds within our community. As we 
break bread, let us honour the resilience, courage, and unwavering 
commitment of our MEAO veterans. 
In closing, let us remember that freedom comes at a cost borne by those 
who stood on foreign soil, far from their families, to protect ours. Our MEAO 
veterans are not merely part of history; they are integral to our present and 
future.  
To our MEAO veterans, we say: Your dedication inspires us, your sacrifices 
humble us, and your legacy lives on. Thank you for your service, and may 
we always honour your unwavering commitment to our great nation. 
Welcome, thank you, and Lest We Forget. 

(ConƟnued from page 3) 
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Middle East Area of OperaƟons Veteran's reply. 
On behalf of Cardiff Sub-Branch’s MEAO Veterans I would like to thank 

the President for his acknowledgement today. Sitting amongst us today, are 
veterans who participated in 
operations on the land, sea or in the 
air over Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, 
Kuwait, the UAE, Qatar and the Sinai. 
These operations include, Slipper, 
Catalyst, Accordion, Augury, Paladin, 
Mazurka, and most recently Operation 
OKRA which was the largest Air Force 
combat deployment since Vietnam and 
Operation Beech, our response to the 
Hamas-Israel conflict.  
As the President quite rightly 
acknowledged, the MEAO conflicts 
resulted in the loss of 43 souls within 
Iraq and Afghanistan. While in contrast 
to conflicts such as World War two , 
Vietnam and Korea, the number of 
deaths attributed by the enemy in the 
MEAO were low, the number of deaths 
through suicide as a consequence of 

MEAO service is far greater and continues to grow daily despite the best 
efforts of Ex-Service Organisations and the lasting legacy of our Vietnam 
veterans through Open Arms, formally known as the Vietnam Veterans 
Counselling Service. It is my opinion that without Open Arms and the 
increased vigilance of Defence that our post-war death rates would be far 
higher.  

While it is fitting and somewhat humbling for our service in the MEAO to 
be recognized through the inaugural service this year, I ask that, you look to 
the service member to the left and right of you and recognise that we are all 
veterans, regardless of whether we are Nashos, Reserves fortunate to only 
experience peacetime service or those who served in war-like operations.  

Vietnam Vets were treated terribly by the RSL on their return, so let’s 
learn from this blight on the RSL’s history and welcome all veterans into the 
fold – we are brothers and sisters.  

Again, on behalf of our MEAO veterans, thank you for the 
acknowledgement.  

Jamie Purdon sub Branch Vice President 
and MEAO veteran. 
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 CardiffÊRSLÊsubÊBranchÊRSLÊAuxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie 
Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester 
Secretary  Paul Brien JP 
Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst 
Treasurer           Kerry Forrester 
Purchasing Officers Stella Brien 

Congratulations to Lee Zieleman on receiving her 50 year membership 
certificate of the Cardiff RSL sub Branch Auxiliary.  Her certificate was 
presented to her by Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie at the sub Branch 
meeting on Sunday 14th July 2024. 
Lee first joined the Auxiliary in 1973.  She was awarded life membership in 
1994.  Since then she has occupied positions; Secretary for 18 years as 
well as Assistant Secretary. 

50 years Certificate 
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Out social 
coordinator 
Milla Sneesby 
again worked 
her skill 
organising and 
hosting the sub 
Branch’s bus 
trip held 
Wednesday 
24th July 2024 
to the 
Everglades 

Country Club, Woy Woy for Aunty Molly’s Christmas in July Winterfest. 
Booked in and welcomed 
under the pseudonym Cardiff 
RSL Seniors Travel Club 
perhaps some had to use a 
fake ID to enter as ‘seniors’. 
Auditorium was crowed and 
our 40 from Cardiff added 

nicely to the crowd.  Everyone who was there had a great day with the 
Everglades offering a warn welcome and good hospitality.   
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Milla has scheduled the next sub Branch bus trip for Friday the 26th Octo-
ber 2024.  This trip will be to tour the Australian Army infantry Museum at 
Singleton, and followed by lunch at the Singleton RSL Club. 

The museum’s collection ranges from the colonial wars that Australians 
were first deployed through to more recent times.  If you have not visited 
the museum previously, or are still interested an another day out with sub 
Branch, then this is  great trip. 
The cost of the trip will be subsidised by sub Branch, so keep the date 
clear. 
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Australia’s last Rat of Tobruk Tom Pritchard dies aged 102 years on the 5th 
August 2024. 

The end of an era with Tom Prichard as the final 
living connection with the 14,000 Australian soldiers 
who defenced the Libyan port of Tobruk against the 
German Africa Corps in 1941. 
The siege lasted 8 months where he as a member 
of the 2/5th Field Ambulance  was involved in 
collecting wounded and transporting them to 
hospital. 
The efforts of the Australians holding the Tobruk 
harbour during the siege was instrumental in the 

success of the Allied Victory in North Africa. 
Mr Prichard outlived the other surviving Rat by 12 months. 
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War memorial desecrations are becoming more common.  Is it just that 
new generations do not know of the sacrifice of their ancestors or just do 
not care. 
The Canadian 
National Vimy 
Memorial in France 
near city of Arras 
has been 
vandalised. The 
monument, 
dedicated to the 
Canadian 
Expeditionary 
Force soldiers who 
lost their lives 
during the First 
World War, sits at 
the centre of the 
battlefield park where the Canadian Corps launched their attack during the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge in 1917.  
Graffiti sprayed in French consisted mainly of environmental claims. 

Canadian Vimy Ridge memorial in France 

I read that someone gets stabbed in London every 52 
seconds.  I feel sorry for the poor bastard. 
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“Good God, did we send men to fight in this?”  
A statement attributed to a British staff officer on the staff of Field Marshal 
Haig on seeing the Passchendaele battlefield terrain for the first time.   
The response from his companion was, “It’s worse further up”. 

Stretcher bearers in 1917 retrieving dead and wounded from the 
mud of the battle of Passchendaele 
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P asschendaele, sometimes called Third Ypres, when after the near 
collapse into outright mutiny of the French Army, it was essentially 
left to the British, to launch a large-scale assault ostensibly 

intended to finally achieve a breakthrough to the Belgian coast, eliminate 
the U-Boat bases there and roll up the flank of the German defences. 
The generally accepted formula for success in the attack meant having at 
least a 3-1 edge, however , this was complicated by the elaborate defences 
of interlocking fields of fire from German trenches, pillboxes, destroyed 
homes and ruined villages and their support by the rain making the terrain a 
near impossibility, yet some one and a half million soldiers from both sides 
were engaged in this turmoil, with the Australian 3rd and 4th Divisions 
playing a significant role in the capture of Passchendaele, but at a cost of 
38,000 Australian casualties. 

 InteresƟng story about a local - Captain Jefferies VC. 
Killed in the Passchendaele attack, his remains were buried on the 
battlefield and the grave’s location was then lost.  His father Joshua 
Jefferies who was a mine’s surveyor at the Abermain colliery visited 
Passchendaele in 1920 and, with his surveyor’s knowledge and the burial 
records, calculated the location of what he thought might be his son’s 
grave.  He reported his findings to the War Graves Service who acting on 
his survey, located his son’s remains which were then interred in Tyne Cot 
cemetery. 
His mother Barbara later visited her son’s grave at Tyne Cot said, "Although 
for years I have wished to bring back my son’s body, when I saw the war 
graves and the love and care with which they were tended, I could not want 
him to lie elsewhere than with his comrades in arms.” 

Barbara donated her son’s VC to Newcastle Christ Church Cathedral. 
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'They Called it Passchendaele'  
A name that is associated with severe trauma and loss but does fade into 
history with the passing of all World War one ANZACs who experienced the 
slaughterhouse in Belgium in 1917. 
The battle of Passchendaele was the third Ypres campaign that cost the 
lives of thousands of young Australians and New Zealanders mainly by the 
incompetence of the Senior British command. 
After torrential rain and ceaseless bombardment, the Flanders Fields were 
churned to mud where the wounded had no chance of walking and men 
were often engulfed by mud and drowned.  Under the farms and woods 
and villages lie the unrecovered bodies of more than 40,000 soldiers who 
died or drowned, wounded in the mud. 
Passchendaele stands for all that was dismal, all that was futile, no 
campaign was more catastrophic, no victory more empty. 
While we throw descriptive words that do not always describe the horror, 
one soldier described his never to be forgotten memory: 
Sergeant Tom Berry, DCM of the NZ Rifle Brigade related the story that 
caused him a lifetime of terror.   
He said, “We heard screaming from another crater and bit away.  It was a 
big hole and there was a fellow of the Eight Suffolks in the mud up to his 
soldier.  So, I said, ‘get your rifles, one man in the middle to stretch them 
out, make a chain and let him get hold of it’. 
But it was no use, it was too far to stretch, we couldn’t get any force on it, 
and the more he struggled the more he seemed to go down. 
He went down gradually.  He kept begging us to shoot him, but we couldn’t 
shoot him.  Who could shoot him? 
We stayed with him, watching him go down in the mud and he died.” 
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Cross of sacrifice 
built on a German 
bunker 

Two other German 
bunkers remains 

A Cross of Sacrifice 
was built at the 
suggestion of King 
George V in 1922 on 
this, a large German 
bunker facing the 
Passchendaele 
attack.  

Photograph of the 
cross of sacrifice in 
Tyne Cot Cemetery 

erected over a 
German bunker, 

taken from  one of 
the remaining 

German Bunkers; 
that killed so many. 
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 TYNE COT 
The largest Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery located near Zonnebeke 
Belgium, contains 11,954 Graves. 
 
On October 4, 1917, the area where Tyne Cot Cemetery now stands was 
captured by the 3rd Australian Division and the New Zealand Division. Two 

days later, a cemetery for Australian, British and Canadian war dead was 
established. However, the cemetery was recaptured by German forces on 
April 13, 1918, and was finally liberated by Belgian Forces on September 
28, 1918.   The name “Tyne Cot” is believed to have originated from the 
Northumberland Fusiliers, who saw a resemblance between the numerous 
German concrete pillboxes on the site and typical Tyneside workers’ 
cottages or Tyne cots.  Some of these pillboxes still stand in various parts of 
the cemetery, that were part of a fortified position of the German line and 
played a crucial tactical role during the Battle of Passchendaele in 1917. 

After the Armistice in November 1918, the cemetery was greatly expanded 
from its original 343 graves by concentrating graves from other battlefields 
and smaller cemeteries nearby. The cemetery grounds were assigned to the 
United Kingdom in perpetuity by King Albert 1 of Belgium in recognition of 
the sacrifices made by the British Empire in the defence and liberation of 
Belgium during the war.  The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Baker. 
The Cross of Sacrifice, a common feature in many CWGC cemeteries, was 
built on top of a German pillbox in the centre of the cemetery. This was 
supposedly suggested by King George V, who visited the cemetery in 1922 
as it neared completion. 

Some of the 11,954 soldier’s graves of Tyne Cot cemetery.  The Australian, Canadian 
and British troops attacked Passchendaele in the direction towards the camera position. 
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S ir Hiram Stevens Maxim, 
an American-born British 
inventor, is best known as 

the creator of the first automatic 
machine gun, the Maxim gun. He 
spent so much time test-firing his 
guns that he became profoundly 
deaf. His son, Hiram Percy 
Maxim, eventually invented the 

silencer, but it was too late to save his father's hearing. 
The British army adopted the gun 
in 1889 although the early gun had 
a propensity to jam,  while 
Germany adopted it in 1901 after 

demonstrations by the inventor and used 
it and variants of it during the whole of the Great War. 
 Vickers purchased the Maxim company in 1896 and improved the 
mechanism and weight producing a much lighter Vickers machine gun that 
was adopted by Britain becoming the standard issue in the British army. 
This ushered in an era of ability to render staggering casualties. 

1916 German Maxim Machine gun 

Why can’t families keep their domestic arguments to themselves? 
The World War One Monarchs of England, Germany and Russia 

fighting each other were cousins. 
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Of all the ships that were sunk at Pearl Harbour, 13 were 
refloated and put back into service to fight in the Pacific. 

Diggers food complaint and burial at sea. 
By a digger who was there. 

On New Year’s Eve on the troop ship HMAT Suevic the troops conducted a 
funeral service on deck.   
Described as, one fellow walked in front with an open book, a couple with a 
dish of sausages, and a party with brooms as reversed arms, the parade  
halted in front of the officer’s mess.  The acting parson read with a loud 
solemn voice as they were dropped into the sea, “Ashes to Ashes, Dust 
to Dust, the soldiers can’t eat you, so the fishes must.” 

1-Aug A Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 1979 45 
 5th Base Workshops 1979 45 
 12th/16th Hunter River Lancers 1979 45 
 South Queensland Logistics Group 1979 45 

2-Aug Australian Army Band Corps 1968 56 
 42nd Battalion, The Royal Queensland Regiment 1968 56 
 School of Aviation 1968 56 

6-Aug Anniversary of Australian Attack at Lone Pine, Gallipoli 1915 109 
8-Aug 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1966 58 
9-Aug 8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment 1966 58 

12-Aug Queensland University Regiment 1992 32 
13-Aug 27th Battalion, The Royal South Australia Regiment 1992 32 
15-Aug 2nd/4th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1973 51 
17-Aug 5th/6th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment 1973 51 
18-Aug Commissioning of HMAS PLATYPUS 1973 51 

 
Battle of Long Tan, Vietnam –  D Company, 6th Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment 1966 58 
 Vietnam Veterans’ Day 1966 58 

22-Aug Military Police 1968 56 
27-Aug Commissioning of HMAS GAWLER 1968 56 
29-Aug Commissioning of HMAS KANIMBLA 1968 56 

 9th Battalion, The Royal Queensland Regiment 1968 56 
 21st Construction Regiment, Royal Australian Engineers 1950 74 

31-Aug Commissioning of HMAS ALBATROSS 1950 74 

Unit Anniversaries August 2024 
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Anzac Cove 1915 

ANZAC Cove Now—Editor’s recent personal 
photograph 
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A soldier’s find helps experts translate Egyptian Hieroglyphics 

U ntil 1801 archaeologists 
were unable to translate 

Egyptian writing into 
understandable text.  This was 
until a French soldier discovered 
the key: the ‘Rosetta Stone.’ 
During Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
Egyptian campaign, a French 
soldier named Pierre-François 
Bouchard discovered a black 
basalt slab inscribed with ancient 
writing near the town of Rosetta, 
about 35 miles east of Alexandria. 
The stone held fragments of 
passages written in three different 
scripts: Greek, Egyptian 
hieroglyphics and Egyptian 
demotic.  The ancient Greek on 

the Rosetta Stone told 
archaeologists that it was inscribed by priests honouring the king of Egypt, 
Ptolemy V, in the second century B.C.   

More startlingly, the Greek passage announced 
that the three scripts were all of identical 
meaning.  The artifact held the key to solving 
the riddle of hieroglyphics, a written language 
that had been “dead” for nearly 2,000 years. 
When Napoleon was defeated in 1801, the 
British took possession of the Rosetta Stone.  
Several scholars, including Englishman Thomas 

Young made progress with the initial hieroglyphics analysis of the Rosetta 
Stone.  French Egyptologist Jean-Francois Champollion, who had taught 
himself ancient languages, ultimately cracked the code and deciphered the 
hieroglyphics using his knowledge of Greek as a guide. Hieroglyphics used 
pictures to represent objects, sounds and groups of sounds.    Once the 
Rosetta Stone inscriptions were translated, the language and culture of 
ancient Egypt was suddenly open to scientists as never before. 
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 Australian Army Aboriginal Community Assistance 
Program 2024:  
The Army Aboriginal Community Assistance Program (AACAP) has 
embarked on its 2024 mission in the remote Aboriginal community of 400 
Anangu people at Amata, the largest First Nations community in the region.  
Located in the north west of South Australia 115 kilometres south of Uluru 

and 360 kilometres south 
west of Alice Springs on 
the western edge of the 
Musgrave Ranges 9 
kilometres south of the 
Northern Territory border. 
This initiative marks a 
significant milestone as it 
is the 50th community to 
benefit from AACAP since 
its inception 27 years ago. 
 A Collaborative Effort 
AACAP is a collaborative 
effort program aimed to 

improve the quality of life in remote Indigenous communities by delivering 
infrastructure, health, and vocational training projects. This year, a 100 
member contingent from the Army’s 6th Engineer Support Regiment, 19th 
Chief Engineer Works and  Supporting units  comprising engineers, 
carpenters, plumbers, electricians, plant operators, surveyors, logisticians, 
signallers, caterers, health professionals, transport specialists, mechanical 
and electrical technicians, vocational training professionals and multimedia 

Amata 
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technicians who will live and work for six months amongst the community to 
deliver dedicated services.   The 2024 AACAP initiative in Amata focuses on 
several key projects: 
 
1. Provide new accommodation by constructing three separate single 

story buildings with nine self contained units, each with a bedroom, 
kitchenette and bathroom for service providers ensuring a comfortable 
and functional space to operate from. 

2. Flood Management System Upgrades: Enhancements to the existing 
flood management system to protect the community from potential 
flooding. 

3. Provide vocational training opportunities to community members.  It is 
proposed there will be on-the-job training and mentoring in basic 
plumbing, welding, hospitality, catering, first aid and photography to 
help support employment pathways.    

4. Wellbeing Initiatives: Implementing programs aimed at improving the 
overall wellbeing of the community, including health and recreational 
activities. 

 The AACAP program is more than just infrastructure and training; it is about 
building stronger, more resilient communities. By working closely with the 
Amata community, the Army is fostering a sense of partnership and mutual 
respect. The projects undertaken are designed to meet the specific needs of 
the community, ensuring that the benefits are long-lasting and impactful. 
 AACAP has made a significant difference in the lives of many Indigenous 
Australians with Amata being the 50th community to benefit from the 
program since conception 27 years ago.  
The program's success is a testament to the dedication and hard work of the 
Australian Army and its partners. As the 2024 initiative progresses, the 
positive impact on the Amata community will undoubtedly be felt for years to 
come. 

The deployment also gave the soldiers exposure to the vastness of the 
country that many had never witnessed before. 
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The Milky Way visible 
from the Army Engineer’s 

base at Amata 
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In February 1989, Australians were indeed asked to lower the Australian 
flag to half-mast in honour of the Japanese Emperor Hirohito’s death 
and during his funeral.  The decision sparked controversy and protests 
across the country when flags at government facilities were lowered as a 
mark of respect to the Emperor who had passed away on January 7. 
This order drew criticism by World War Two veterans and other groups 
who believed that Hirohito was responsible for the deaths of many 
Australians during the war.  The Returned Servicemen's League (RSL) 
expressed their discontent, with Victoria State RSL chief Bruce Ruxton 
denouncing Hirohito as "the greatest enemy of our soldiers" and “the 
number one war criminal in the South Pacific region”. 
The digger’s magazine then published the following: 
 

 

 
A government's love of the mighty yen  
And we must bow to the force of trade,  
The Divine Wind sweeps our shore,  
And now in peace we are set to lose  
What we fought to defend in war. 

 
While a thousand skeletal ghosts of the past  
Are rising one by one, 
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JUNGLE MEDICINE 
By a digger who was there published in 1948 

DESPERATE experiments in medicine were made by prisoners who slaved 
for the Nips on the Siam-Burma railway.  
In the smaller jungle camps, there was often no medical officer. Dysentery 
cases ate charcoal.  
The blood of the occasional yak or pig slaughtered for food was saved and 
boiled for the more deserving of the beriberi sufferers. 
 Urine was something of a cure-all being used for blistered hands, 
dermatitis, small wounds, and trench feet.  
Powdered egg-shells from the Jap camp cook-houses went into the rice for 
all hands.  
For ulcers, the prisoners most common and dreaded enemy, the sufferer 
could either dangle the infected limb in the shallows of the river where the 
myriads of small fish nibbled it clean with their razor teeth or he could put a 
maggot under the bandage 

 
NEVER TO HAPPEN AGAIN 

It didn’t start with gas chambers.   
It started with one party controlling the media.   

One party controlling the message.   
One party deciding what is truth.   

One Party censoring speech and silencing opposition.   
One party dividing citizens into us and them and calling on their 

supporters to harass them. 
It started when good people turned a blind eye and let it happen. 

 

Tਧਤ P਱ਨਢਤ ਮਥ Lਨਡਤ਱ਲ਼ਸ ਨਲ Eਲ਼ਤ਱ਭਠਫ ਵਨਦਨਫਠਭਢਤ makes a lot of sense. 
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 Parachutes in WWI Fighters 
The use of parachutes in World War I fighter aircraft is a compelling subject 
that sheds light on the technological and strategic challenges of early aerial 
combat.  During this era, parachutes were not commonly used by fighter 
pilots, and several key factors contributed to this decision. 
The parachutes available during World War I were bulky and unreliable.  
These early designs were not well-suited for the cramped cockpits of WWI 
fighter planes.  The bulkiness of these parachutes made them impractical 
for use in the fast and agile aircraft of the time. 
Adding a parachute to a fighter plane would have increased its weight, 
potentially compromising its performance.  In an environment where speed 
and manoeuvrability were crucial, any additional weight could be a 
significant disadvantage.  Pilots needed their aircraft to be as light and 
nimble as possible to outmanoeuvre enemy planes. 
There was also a prevailing belief among military leaders that providing 
parachutes might encourage pilots to abandon their aircraft too readily.  The 
fear was that pilots would prioritize their own safety over the mission, 
leading to a higher rate of aircraft losses.  This mindset reflected the harsh 
realities and strategic priorities of wartime aviation. 
The structure of biplanes, with their rigging and multiple wings, made bailing 
out a complex and dangerous task.  In the event of an emergency, such as 
a fire, pilots often found it difficult to exit the aircraft safely.  The design of 
these early planes did not facilitate easy egress, further complicating the 
use of parachutes. 
Interestingly, towards the end of the war, German pilots began using 
parachutes, but this practice was not widely adopted by the Allies.  This late 
adoption highlights the gradual recognition of the importance of pilot safety, 
even if it came too late to make a significant impact during the war. 
The absence of parachutes in WWI fighters underscores the rapid pace of 
technological advancement and the evolving understanding of aerial 
combat.  While the decision not to equip pilots with parachutes may seem 
perplexing today, it was influenced by the limitations and strategic thinking 
of the time.  This period serves as a reminder of the challenges faced by 
early aviators and the continuous evolution of military technology. 
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Sub Branch his two unwritten rules that must be adhered to… 
1.____________________________________________________ 
2.____________________________________________________ 

When a RAAF trainer aeroplane kills a Japanese Zero 
fighter. 

D uring World War Two the Wirraway was a training aircraft of the RAAF, 
never intended as a front-line fighter.  However, it did record the one 

and only kill of an enemy aircraft. 
On 12th December 1942, a Wirraway 
flown by Pilot Officer John S. "Jack" 
Archer crewed with Sergeant Les 
Coulston of No 2 Army Co-operation 
Squadron were on a reconnaissance 
flight near Buna, New Guinea when they 
spotted what was believed to be a 
Mitsubishi A6M Zero, a prominent 
Japanese fighter plane.  

Archer hit it with a five second burst and it plummeted into the water in 
flames.  The victory was confirmed by three sources from the AIF 2/14th and 
2/16th Battalions. 
The Wirraway crew then completed their mission while the body of the 
Japanese pilot was recovered found to have been shot through the head. 
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The first solid European structure build on Australian shores  
was a set of gallows used to hang the mutineers from the  
wreck of the Bavaria on Western Australia coast in 1629. 

First Aerial Ambulance 
What might be the first use of an aerial ambulance unique in history 
occurred in Hasana, Palestine in 1917 where Australians attacked a 
Turkish outpost when during the morning one of out scouts was fired 
on by a Bedouin wounding him in the leg. 
An aeroplane passing over was signalled and it landed, the wounded 
man’s wound was dressed, and he was placed in the observer’s seat 
and flown direct to Cairo, probably the quickest time ever made from 
being wounded to landing in hospital. 
Clear that it was a concern of the First World War soldiers of the time it 
would take for them to receive proper medical treatment. 
In WW1 it could take a wounded man several hours, even days to get to 
hospital treatment. 
In WW2 Medical evacuation improved with the better ambulance vehicles 
available and better organised medical units, where wounded received 
initial treatment within hours as they were transported to field or evacuation 
hospitals. 
Korean War saw the introduction of helicopters that significantly reduced 
evacuation times in times that could often be counted in minutes. 
Vietnam War – Helicopter evacuations became even more efficient with 
many wounded soldiers receiving initial treatment within the hour. 



The Busted Bugle August 2024 EdiƟon 

Page 34 

Money labels 
By a digger who was there—published in 1936 

At Es Salt and Amman the beautifully printed labels of gold, blue and red, 
carefully removed from condensed milk tins, became valuable property, 
and were spent freely as New Zealand 10/- notes.  Much salesmanship 
was required to negotiate these, but the market became flooded all too 
quickly. 
Movement of troops was rapid, and we were preoccupied with more 
serious things, which is perhaps why we missed real good investments.  At 
Keran, Nazareth, Jenin and other places, when the Turks retired, they let 
great stacks of newly printed Turkish money.  We had picked up a lot of this 
stuff before, and did not consider it of any value, except to help boil the billy 
or trek. Feed bags full of these notes were gathered and the boys would 
play millionaires by boiling up with 50 or 100 notes, most of us thinking a 
Lira instead of being a pound was a piastre and valueless. 
Colonel Lawrence complained that the Light Horse debased the Turkish 
currency and quotes a story of a trooper who gave a boy in Damascus a 
five-hundred-pound note for holding his horse for ten minutes!  When it is 
remembered that money changers paid 4/- in the pound for this Turkish 
paper, it will be realised that some of the troopers cannot forgive 
themselves even to this day. 

The SS ran a brothel named ‘The Kitty Salon’ that was frequented by 
foreign diplomats. They gathered intelligence by wiretapping while 

training the prostitutes on how to get information from clients. 
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Origin of the word ANZAC 
 
The word ANZAC is an acronym formed from the initial letters of the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, the origin has an officially 
accepted explanation in the official history of the AIF by CEW Bean, who 
wrote: “One day early in 1915 Major CM Wagstaff … of the ‘operations’ 
section of (General) Birdwood’s staff, walked into the General Staff office 
and mentioned to the clerks that a convenient word was wanted as a code 
name for the Corps. The clerks had noticed the big initials on the cases 
outside their room—A. & N. Z. A. C.; and a rubber stamp for registering 
correspondence had also been cut with the same initials.”  

Another version circulated comes from a sailor from Cessnock NSW was 
and published in 1940. 
“During the voyage of the first convoy in November 1914, messages would 
be sent out to the various ships signed G.O.C. A.N.Z.A.C.   This 
represented abbreviation for General Officer commanding Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps.  

When flag signalling was used sender would wait for each letter to be 
answered, before sending the next. To save time signallers throughout the 
convoy got into the habit of sending the letters as one word, Anzac. This 
became a custom, and the General Staff also fell into the custom. 

Many other claims have been made as to the origin of the word. Some of 
the claimants say it was coined in Egypt. Some at Gallipoli. All signallers on 
the great convoy of 1914 will agree that the above account is the correct 
one regarding the origin of the word “ANZAC”. 

In the Second World war Radio stations were prevented from 
playing requests as they may contain embedded secrets 
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Boots and Gaiters. 
Way before the innovation of `high laced boots, the gaiter was a piece of 
apparel for decades amongst farmers, labourers, hunters, other civilians 
and soldiers. 
The history of gaiters, like many other aspects of fashion utility, is deeply 
intertwined with the socio-political context of the time.  In the case of the 
British Empire, this evolution is particularly fascinating. 
The term "gaiter" can be traced back to the early 18th century and is 
derived from the French word "jambière," meaning leg covering.  
Originally, gaiters were designed to protect the lower legs and shoes from 
dirt, debris, and moisture. 
Beginning in 1700 most infantry in European armies adopted long linen 
gaiters also known as spatterdashes, as a protective leg covering worn 
over woollen stocking that were a common feature of both the military and 
civilian dress of the time. 

During the 19th century, gaiters 
emerged as a popular fashion 
trend among both men and 
women in the British Empire. 
These protective coverings for the 
lower legs were primarily worn to 
keep dirt, dust, and mud off one’s 
shoes and trousers, while also 
providing an additional layer of 
warmth and protection. 

The British Empire, at that time had many territories 
around the world under its control.  The Empire's 
influence extended to various aspects of life, including 
fashion.  As the empire expanded, so did the use of 
gaiters.  They were not only a practical item for 
soldiers and explorers braving harsh terrains but also 
a symbol of status and style among the upper classes 
where a shorter version of the spatterdashes became 

known as spats. 
World War one saw the expansion of the puttee for soldiers.  This was a 
cloth band 9 foot long, that was wrapped around the soldiers’ legs usually 
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12 times starting from the ankle to knee and tied. 
The Australian Army, like its British counterpart, saw the evolution and use 
of gaiters, particularly during the mid-20th century. 

Gaiters were manufactured in 
Australia and used by the Australian 
Army from the mid-1940s until the 
late 1960s. though the soldiers 
stilled called them Puttees. 

They were made from durable materials like canvas and 
leather, designed to withstand 
the rigors of military service. 
Following the demise of the 
ankle puttee, to the early 
stages of the Vietnam conflict, 
Australian troops wore this 
pattern of gaiters with 

Australian Army issued Ankle Boots. (AB's) 
Eventually these were superseded by the General 
Purpose (GP) boot.  This transition marked a 
significant shift in military footwear, reflecting the 
changing demands of warfare and the need for more 
versatile and durable equipment. 
Today Australian soldiers wear a 
high laced up combat boot made 

from durable rough-out leather and lightweight 1000 
denier nylon upper with the inference on comfort.  
While gaiters are no longer a standard issue in the 
modern Australian Army, their impact on military 
history is undeniable.  While they served a crucial role in protecting 
soldiers' legs and feet from harsh environmental conditions their issue has 
been lost to history. 

Work is the curse of the drinking classes 
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The AIF at the Greek pass of Thermopylae. 
The Australian 6th Division 2nd AIF found 
themselves echoing history, engaging in battle at 
the famed location of Thermopylae.  
The Division was the first formed for the Australian 
Imperial Force in the Second World War and 
deployed to the North African Campaign before 
moving into the Greek Campaign on Crete and 
Syria against the Germans, Italians, and Vichy 

Pass at Thermopylae defended by the AIF Taken from Kolonos Hill, the site of 
the battle has changed since 480 BC.  Back in the early 5th century BC, the 
narrow pass in which the battle took place was flanked by mountains and the 
sea. Since then, the sea has been pushed back several kilometres due to 
deposition of sediment from the rivers. 

Painting by Louis S. Glanzman, which depicts the battle location in its final 
moments as the Spartans and approximately 1,000 other Greeks made their 
last stand against the Persian army on Kolonos Hill. 
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French. 
After the defeat and retreat of the Allied Forces 
from the mountain passes at Olympus and Servia 
the Commonwealth Forces set up defensive 
positions at the coastal pass at Thermopylae. 
 This pass holds historical significance as the 
battleground where King Leonidas and his 
predominantly Spartan Greek army held their 
ground in 480 BC. Situated between steep cliffs 
and the sea, this narrow pass was strategically 
important.  Despite being heavily outnumbered, 
these defenders managed to resist the Persians for 

three days until their position was compromised by a local resident who 
revealed a hidden path leading behind their lines. 

Recognising the compromised position, King Leonidas ordered the 
Greek army's retreat while he and a force of 300 Spartans stayed behind to 
guard the retreat. They fought to the death against the Persian invasion, a 
battle that was later immortalized in the film '300 Spartans'. 

During the Commonwealth retreat to Athens, the Australian 19th Brigade 
occupied the pass.  This strategic location served to slow the German 
advance, buying time for a larger portion of the Allied Forces to escape. 
Despite many challenges, including poor communications, primitive 
infrastructure, difficult terrain, and the rapid German advance, the 
Australians displayed remarkable bravery, fighting spirit, and determination.  
However, the campaign resulted in significant losses for the Australians, 
with 594 dead, 1,001 wounded, and 5,132 taken as Prisoners of War. 

Newcastle Radio Station 2HD was closed during World War 2 under the 
National Security Regulations by claims that the station owners were 

sending covert messages based on the timing of the music being 
played.  It resumed transmission on the 15 January 1945. 
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Some truths to consider 
 
¨ The lawyer hopes you get into trouble. 
¨ The doctor hopes you get sick. 
¨ The police hope you become a criminal. 
¨ The teacher hopes you are born stupid. 
¨ The landlord hopes you don’t build a 

house. 
¨ The dentist hopes that you teeth decay. 
¨ The mechanic hopes your car breaks 

down. 
¨ The coffin maker wants you dead. 
¨ Only a thief wishes you prosperity in life. 

New Hunter class Frigates 
 
Minister for 
Defence Richard 
Marles and 
Premier of South 
Australia Peter 
Malinauskas 
officially cut steel 
on Australia’s first 
Hunter-class ship 
at a ceremony in 
Adelaide in June 
2024. 
 
Based on the Type 

26 Global Combat Ship, the first four of which are under construction at 
BAE Systems’ site in Glasgow, UK. Hunter is one of the world’s most 
advanced anti-submarine-warfare frigates and will provide the Royal 
Australian Navy with next-generation capability. 
 
Hunter will be one of the most technologically advanced, stealth-capable 
anti-submarine warfare vessels in the world  frigate 
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When you ordered one of 
these. 

Did you receive one of 
these? 

 

Real headlines published in Newspapers. 

· TWO DEAD FOUND DEAD. 

· HOMICIDE VICTIMS RARELY TALK TO POLICE. 

· MARIJUANA ISSUE SENT TO A JOINT COMMITTEE. 

· USE CLOTHING TO KEEP WARM DURING WINTER. 

· MUSEUM FULL OF HISTORY. 

· CITY COUNCIL RUNS OUT OF TIME TO DISCUSS SHORTER MEETINGS. 

· BE AWARE OF SUNSET TIME.  IT WILL BE DARK AFTER SUNSET . 

· SOME MEN RETAIN MENTAL ABILITY. 
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Eternity Echoes: The Story of Arthur Stace 
 
In the heart of Sydney, a simple word, “Eternity”, etched in elegant 
copperplate writing, had intrigued and inspired residents and visitors for 
decades. This is the legacy of Arthur Malcolm Stace, A World War One 
digger, better known as “Mr. Eternity”. 
 
Born in Redfern, New South Wales, on 9 February 1885, Stace’s early life 
was marked by hardship.  Raised in poverty, he resorted to stealing food 
and scavenging from bins to survive.  By the age of 12, with little formal 
education, he was working in a coal mine and had become a ward of the 
state. His teenage years were marred by alcoholism, leading to his first jail 
sentence at the tender age of 15. 
 
In January 1916 he enlisted in the AIF at the age of 30.  Serving on the 
Western Front in the 19th Battalion, he returned to Australia and was 
discharged as medical unfit in May 1919 having succumb to several bouts 
of pleurisy and pneumonia. 
However, Stace’s life took a dramatic turn on the night of 6 August 1930.  
After attending a sermon by Reverend R. B. S. Hammond at St. Barnabas 
Church, Broadway, he converted to Christianity.  Two years later, 
evangelist John G. Ridley’s sermon, which emphasized the word 
“Eternity”, deeply moved Stace. He felt a powerful call to spread the 

message of eternity to others. 
 
From 1932 until his death in 1967, Stace took 
to the streets of Sydney, inscribing the word 
“Eternity” in yellow chalk on footpaths and 
doorsteps.  From Martin Place to Parramatta, 
his single-word sermon became a familiar 
sight, sparking curiosity and conversations 
about faith and eternity.  For  over 20 years 
until 1956 Stace had kept his identify as the 
author of the sign secret. 
 
Stace’s unique evangelism has left a lasting 
impact on Sydney’s cultural landscape.  His 
story has inspired books, museum exhibits, 
statues, an opera, and even a film.  As a 
tribute to Mr. Eternity, the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge fireworks display saw the word 
“Eternity”  and also on display during the 

Sydney 2000 Olympic Games Opening Ceremony. 
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How times change 
Rules for Teachers in 1915. 
 
· You will not marry during the term or your contract. 
· Yon are not to keep company with men. 
· You must be home between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. unless 

attending a school function. 
· You may not loiter downtown. 
· You may not travel beyond the city limits unless you have the 

permission of the chairman of the board. 
· You may not ride in a carriage or automobile with a man unless he is 

your father or brother. 
· You may not smoke cigarettes. 
· You may not dress in bright colors. 
· You may under no circumstances dye your hair. 
· You must wear at least two petticoats. 
· Your dresses must not be any shorter than two inches above the 

ankle. 
· To keep the school room neat and clean. You must sweep the floor at 

least once daily; scrub the floor at least once a week with hot soapy 
water: clean the blackboards at least once a day and start the fire at 
7a.m. so that the room will be warm by 8 a.m. 

Arthur Stace’s life serves 
as a reminder that even 
in the face of adversity, 
one can find purpose 
and leave a lasting 
legacy.  His single word, 
“Eternity”, continues to 
echo through the streets 
of Sydney, inviting us all 
to ponder our own 
understanding of 
eternity.   

The “Eternity” sign was displayed on the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
as part of the fireworks to mark New Year’s Day of the year 
20002.  
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The death of Field Marshall Rommel. 

E rwin Rommel 
enjoyed the 
prestige of being 

Hitler's favourite general, 
but only for a limited time.  
He came to celebrity 
statues in 1940 as a 
commander of a panzer 
division that smashed the 
French defences, before 
going on to command the 
Afrika Korps in the 
Western Desert where his 
skill as a tactical genius, 
prompted Hitler to promote 
him to the rank of Field 
Marshall while earning him 
the nickname ‘The Desert 
Fox’. 
In 1943, Hitler placed 
Rommel in command of 
fortifying the "Atlantic Wall" 

along the coast of France - defences 
intended to repel the inevitable invasion of Europe by the Allies. 
By the beginning of 1943 when touring Germany, Rommel was appalled 
by the devastation of the Allied bombing raids and the de-escalation of 
morale.  His belief in Germany's ability to win the war was crumbling, as 
was his estimation of Hitler.  He came in contact with subversive German 
military members breeding a conspiracy aimed at ridding the German 
Dictator with the aim of suing for peace. 
On July 17, 1944, Rommel was badly wounded when his staff car was 
strafed by a British aircraft. Admitted to hospital he was then rehabilitated 
to his home in Germany.  Three days later, an assassin's bomb aimed at 
killing Adolf Hitler, killed three Generals while wounding twenty other 
German officers, however Hitler survived. In a frenzy of retribution Hitler 

(ConƟnued on page 45) 

Rommel—the Desert Fox 
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ordered all suspects to the coup rounded up, and some associated Rommel 
with the plot.  Although he may not have been aware of the attempt on 
Hitler's life, his "defeatist" attitude was enough to attract Hitler's rage.  
Hitler was faced with managing a death sentence he ordered on the Field 
Marshal who was most adored by the German populace.  The solution was 
to force Rommel to commit suicide and announce that his death was due to 
his battle wounds. 
He was visited at his home by two Generals and given the opportunity of 
taking poison they had bought with them.  Gestapo men from Berlin had 
been observing the house all morning with orders to shoot Rommel if he 
failed to carry out the suicide order and to storm his home if he offered any 
resistance. 
It was put to Rommel that if he accepted suicide, none of the usual 
retribution steps would be taken against his family or his staff. 
'I must go, they've only given me ten minutes' he told his family after 
explaining the ultimation he had been given.   
Field Marshal Rommel said goodbye to his family and entered his study 
with the poison while carrying his field marshal baton.  He was found dead 
ten minutes later slumped forward in his chair, his baton fallen from his 
hand. 

A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at 
kick boxing, 
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On 19th July 1919, the city of Sydney, was awash with a sea of people, 
flags, and a palpable sense of both joy and sorrow. This was the day of the 
Victory Parade, a grand event held to mark the official end of World War I. 
 Unlike the spontaneous jubilation that had greeted the news of the 
armistice, this event was a more sombre affair, a day dedicated to 
recognizing the enormous sacrifices made during the war. 
The march through the city with some 10,000 participants included sailors, 
soldiers, Red Cross workers, and other war workers. Macquarie Street, was 
decorated with flags and lined by navy cadets.  
The Victory Day celebrations also included various parades featuring 
veterans, women from YMCA, wives and mothers, women nurses, sailors, 
and allied representatives. There were also celebrations on Sydney 
Harbour. However, amidst the celebrations, there was a poignant moment 
of silence.  
For three minutes, the city stood still, a collective breath held in memory of 
the fallen. 

So China has 1200 coal fired power stations, but my car is the 
problem? 
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Royal Australian Navy and  AIF troops part of 10,000 marching 
down Macquarie Street, Sydney during the victory march on the 

21st July 1919 
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I had the meanest mother ill the world. 
While other kids had lollies for breakfast, I had to eat cereal, egg and toast.  

While other kids had cans of drink and lollies for lunch, I had to have a 
sandwich. 

As   you can guess my dinner was not only different from the other kids 
I had to eat it at a table and not in front of the television. 

  
My mother also insisted on knowing where we were at all times. 

You'd think we were on a chain gang or something. 
She had to know who our friends were, where we were going, and she even 

told us what time we had to be home. 
  

I am ashamed to admit it, 
but my mother had the nerve to break child labour laws. 

She made us wash the dishes, make our beds and even learn to cook. 
That woman must have stayed awake at nights. 

Just thinking up the things for us kids to do. 
  

By the time were teenagers our whole life became even more unbearable, 
Our old-fashioned mother refused to let us date before we were 15, 

and insisted that boys had to come to the door to collect girls from our 
family, 

instead of tooting the car horn for them to come running. 
  

She really raised a bunch of squares. 
None of kids was ever arrested for shoplifting or busted for dope. 

  
And who do we thank or this? 

You’re right - our mean mother. 
Every day we hear cries from both our people and our politicians. 

About what our country really needs. 
What our country really needs 

Is more mothers like mine. 
  

 

Medical experts agree that eating steak prevents veganism. 
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 Messerschmitt ME 109 restored  
This Bf-109 was lost on 24th March 1943 near Rørvik Norway. German pilot 
Günther Seraphim was rescued.  
The plane was rediscovered “nose down” at the bottom of the sea. It was 
recovered in 2010 and restored and now resides at the National Norwegian 

Aviation Museum. 

During World War II, the fronts of 
some German fighter planes, 
such as the Messerschmitt Me-
109, were painted yellow. This 
was done for a few reasons: 

Quick Identification: The 
yellow tactical markings were 
used to reduce friendly fire 
incidents, similar to the Allied D-

Day stripes. This allowed German aircrew or anti-aircraft gunners to 
quickly identify their own aircraft. In some cases, a yellow nose indicated 
the squadron leader. 

On orders came directly from Reichsmarschall Goering to paint all 
cowlings yellow immediately for identification purposes because Goering 
claimed that the skies over Britain would be full of Luftwaffe.  The yellow 
paint seems to have been used before, but it saw widespread use from 
August 1940 during the Battle of Britain, and was used in some cases in 
other theatres too. Other aircraft like FW 190 also used some variations, 
like the yellow painted rudder. 

Yellow paint scheme 
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Crossword No.25 
(SoluƟon on  page 52) 
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Word search No. 25 
(SoluƟon on page 52) 
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Crossword solution No. 25 

 
Word Search No. 25 solution 


