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For general informaƟon relaƟng to sub Branch and its acƟviƟes, or to contact any 
officer, please contact sub Branch office during office hours. 

Sub Branch contact details:  

Mail to PO Box 374, 
Cardiff, NSW, 2285 
Phone: 4953 7770 or 4956 6333 
email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 
Website: hƩp://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 
Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/ 

Office Hours: Wednesday & Saturday 1000 to 1300 hrs.  

Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, however arƟcles should be 
relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience. 

Posts will need to be veƩed before publicaƟon and  we do reserve the right to edit the length of 
arƟcles. 

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at 
Editor@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Sub Branch  Executive   

President Geoff Kelly  

Vice Presidents Ray Kelly Jamie Purdon BEng (Hons), MProjMgt, 
MSc (FTE), MIEAust CPEng  

 

Treasurer Ben Coutman BBus, PGDAFM, CPA  

Secretary  Gary (Mick) James  AssocDipEng (Struct) JP  

   

Committee   

Des Abberfield        Gary Griffith Derek Kenyon JP 

Peter Sneesby         Jennifer Kenyon  

   

Trustees   

Paul Feenan JP                  Geoff Kelly                          

   

Wellbeing  

Advocates 

            Peter Sneesby                     Gary Griffith 

                                            Paul McGlynn MBA, MBus(HRM)  MEd       

 

Editor Bugle     Paul Feenan BSocSc (JusticeStud), AssocDip (PolStud), JP  

Compensation Advocate  
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ON THE COVER 
 
Australian Light-Horsemen stop for a smoke, and their 
horses for a nose bag on the Philistine Plane in Palestine 
following the capture of Beersheba and Gaza before their 
drove on to Jerusalem. 

Very obvious is the 
comparison of the 
appearance and 
demeanour of the Light 
Horsemen compared 
with the Diggers on the 
Western Front, who 
were exposed to a far 
greater casualty rate. 
 
The Western Front 
diggers were more 
aware of their slim 
chance of survival while 
the Light Horse 

Troopers felt a greater confidence of their survival, although 
they did suffer many casualties especially in the three 
battles for Gaza.  The difference is reflected in the records 
of charge sheets for the light horsemen compared with 
Diggers on the Western Front.  Here the Light Horse 
troopers only show occasional physical violence or blows 
struck in anger charges, and they are remarkedly free of 
serious charges of desertion, cowardice, or disobedience to 
orders in action that appeared on the Western Front 
digger’s records.  

Diggers on the Western front enjoying a break and a 
smoke. 
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The following members of the Cardiff RSL sub 
Branch passed away from February 2024. 

214452 
Warrant Officer 

class 2 
William Alfred 

Pritchard 
Army 

2244111 Corporal John Edward Hunter Army 

2/772907 Private Raymond Taylor Army 

Jennifer says:  

I grew up in Redhead and at age 20 I joined the Royal Australian Air 
Force as a Communications Operator. I had postings to Support 
Command Melbourne, RAAF Base Townsville, Air Command HQ 
Glenbrook, and RAAF Base Edinburgh where I met Derek.  

I discharged as a Sergeant in 1994, before accompanying Derek on 
postings to RAAF Base Fairbairn and RAAF Base Williamtown. While 
at Williamtown I joined the Air Force Reserves from 1994 to 1997.   

I’ve recently retired after completing 24.5 years with the NSW Police as 
a Communications Officer Radio Dispatcher and 000 Telephonist.    

Since retiring most of my free time allows me to pursue my favourite 
pastime – Lawn Bowls. 

An introduction of Jennifer Kenyon elected onto the sub Branch committee. 

Jennifer is the wife of our Committee member and Events Coordinator Derek.  
She has been gracious enough to provide her antecedents for the information 
of members she supports.  Welcome aboard Jennifer. 
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President Report April 2024 
 

Continuing the ANZAC Spirit: Advocacy for Our 
Veterans 
 
As we gather to commemorate ANZAC Day, our hearts 
swell with pride and gratitude for the brave soldiers who 
fought side by side during the Gallipoli campaign in 
1915.  The dawn beach landing at ANZAC Cove, the 
unwavering courage, and the spirit of mateship, all 
etched into our national memory. 
 
ANZAC Day is more than a historical marker.  It is a call 

to action, a persistent reminder that our responsibility to veterans extends 
far beyond a solitary day of remembrance.  As we reflect on solemn 
moments and the camaraderie within our sub-Branch, I urge you to 
embrace two core tenants: honour the fallen and advocate for the living. 
 
Four Ways to make a difference: 
 

Volunteer: Step up, give your time, and be there to support.  Whether 
it’s well-being check-ins, compensation advice, assisting the Auxiliary, 
or preserving the legacy, your presence matters.  A listening ear, a 
helping hand, these small gestures can change lives. 

 
Fight Like Hell: Champion the ANZAC spirit.  Advocate for policies 

enhancing veterans’ healthcare, compensation, and support.  Speak 
up in the sub-Branch, attend community meetings, engage with local 
representatives, and be their voice. 

 
Beyond ANZAC Day: Our veterans deserve ongoing support.  Their 

sacrifices ripple through time, touching generations.  Let us ensure 
they receive the care, respect, and dignity they have earned. 

 
Sub-Branch Unity: our sub-Branch urgently needs your commitment.  

The stakes are high, and a misstep could impact on another veteran’s 
life.  Together, we can make a positive difference. 

 
Remember, the legacy of ANZAC lives within us.  Let us honour the fallen 
and fiercely advocate for the living. 
 
Geoff Kelly 
President 
RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch 
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Want to save your own life? 
 
Many people have been medically assessed 
and found they were on the verge of heart 
conditions that were lining up to kill them in 
the near future.  Conditions of which they 
had no suspicion of, but were hiding in their 
heart arteries waiting to do them damage.  
And, it does discriminate between the 
sexes. 

Their lives were saved by undergoing a 
CT Calcium score test. 

Cardiologists are calling for a new national 
guideline on cardiovascular disease pushing 
the widespread adoption of this test which 
can detect heart disease in people who 
appear fit and who would normally fall under 
the radar of risk, but who have calcium 
plaque in their arteries, yet they do not have 
any symptoms. 

A sudden death syndrome now referred to as the Shane Warne 
syndrome after Shane was struck dead from a surprising and sudden 
heart attack.   

The Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand had joined with the 
Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute and the Victor Chang Institute backing a 
push for the testing.  Calcium scoring is measured using a CT scan of the 
heart to see how much calcium plaque is visible in the walls of the arteries 
which has the danger of breaking away and blocking arteries. 

Currently the coronary artery calcium scoring is not covered by 
Medicare, so the cost of the test is an out-of-pocket expense varying 
between $100.00 and $200.00, depending in where you have the test 
performed. 

At this time coronary heart disease is Australia’s No.1 killer taking some 
fifty lives each day while research estimates that the current risk 
assessment procedure misses some 45 percent of those who are going to 
have a cardiac event.  A CT Calcium scan can assist in a medical 

A pump to be kept in good 
working order. 
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assessment. 

Doctors are saying that we in Australia lag behind other western 
countries.  The United States guidelines recognise the value of coronary 
artery Calcium scores for guiding treatment and locating those at risk of 
cardiovascular events, while the Australian guidelines do not mention the 
test.   

· Cardiac CT for calcium scoring is a convenient and non-invasive way of 
evaluating whether you may be at increased risk for a heart attack. 

· The exam takes little time, causes no pain, and does not require 
injection of contrast material. 

· About 20 minutes and you can return to normal activities immediately 
afterward. 

A number of your sub-Branch members have taken the calcium score 
test and have been referred to Cardiologists to look at problems they did 
not realise they had.  Some of those members have been admitted to 
hospital where they underwent immediate open heart bypass operations. 

 It is strongly recommended that you might consider speaking with your  
own doctor as the test might save your life.  

FOR SALE 

Sub Branch has some car stickers 
for sale that may be relevant to our 

Vietnam Veterans. 

Available from the office for $4.00 
i.e. sub Branch’s cost price. 
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 CardiffÊRSLÊsubÊBranchÊRSLÊAuxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie 
Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester 
Secretary  Paul Brien JP 
Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst 
Treasurer           Kerry Forrester 
Purchasing Officers Stella Brien 

Cardiff sub-Branch Auxiliary Report 
Hello from the Auxiliary, 

It has been a busy month for us with ANZAC day preparations and 
merchandise selling. A big thank you to all members who volunteered to 
sell merchandise on the day and also at the retails sites that allow us to sell 
at their premises. If you can please support Bunnings Glendale and Kotara, 
ALDI Cardiff, and also Cardiff Bowling Club who support us in these 
activities. 

Apart from selling merchandise on the day volunteers worked in the 
kitchen, along with the scouts, to serve breakfast to the tables and clean up 
afterwards. These activities take planning to make them the success they 
are so once again a big thank you to all the members that make the day a 
success. 

At time of writing, I do not 
have the amount raised from 
the fundraising activities but 
sales on ANZAC day were 
busy. The picture below is 
the Auxiliary ‘guys’ selling 
breakfast tickets and 
merchandise. 

During March there were 
milestone birthdays for two 

Auxiliary members. Our fearless co-ordinator Pearl Abercombie and 
Connie Bartley turned 90 years of age. Some of the Auxiliary members 
visited Connie in her home to celebrate.  

 

 I’m sure all members in the Sub branch would like to wish Pearl and 

Irwin, Paul, Don, and Graham at the merchandise table. 
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Connie happy birthdays for their 
milestones and hopefully we 
can put in a picture from their  
100th year celebrations. 

That’s all for now, but we are 
planning some exciting new 
activities in the future. 

 

Regards    Paul Brien   
Secretary 

Pearl and Connie 

 
ANZAC DAY IN THE JUNGLE 

By a digger who was there.   Published 1947 
 

ANZAC day celebrations being held this week throughout the 

Commonwealth are reminiscent of a simple but never to be forgotten tribute   

paid to that ideal at the 75 kilo camp, along the infamous Burma -Thailand 

Railway, built by POW labour. 

Just before dawn, a few shadowy forms gathered at the roadside.  

Flickering of crude kitchen fires in the background lighted the worn faces of 

a number of 1914 -18 Diggers They were bootless and practically naked.  

On quiet word of command ranks were formed, and with shoulders squared 

to carry their heritage of former freedom and victory they marched to the 

accompaniment of mental martial music, in view of their silent comrades, 

lining the route, to where a large wooden cross had been erected.   

A wreath of jungle flowers and ferns was reverently laid before this 

simple shrine, in honour not only of the dead of 1914 -18, but also of the all 

too many mates whose graves  were marked by pitiful little wooden crosses 

along the trail.  Legend and spirit of Anzac, born on Gallipoli transcended 

the barriers of Jap and jungle with an inspiration of courage and sacrifice. 
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As part of community involvement, Sub Branch performs a number of 
ANZAC memorial presentations at local schools, aged homes and nursing 
establishments. 

This month President Geoff Kelly and his father, and sub-Branch member 
Lieutenant Colonel rtd.  Laurie Kelly were invited guests at the Kotara South 

Public School’s ANZAC 
service. 

Laurie was a former 
Commanding Officer of 
Newcastle’s Second 
Battalion The Royal New 
South Wales Regiment, a 
battalion that has direct 
lineage with the First AIF 
Second Battalion that 
landed on Gallipoli on the 
first day. 

Speaking to students about 

the sacrifices of young Australians 
of the battalion they also displayed 
a treasured artifact, the original 
Second Battalion bugle that saw 
service on Gallipoli and the Western 
Front during the Great War. 
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Kotara South Public School Anzac ceremony 
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211 ACU has been active this term.  
At the moment all NSW BDE is on 
what has been termed a reduced 
Tempo.  This means that we are 
unable to go bush.  This is 
changing next term.  211 ACU has 

kept a very busy with training at Bullecourt Barracks.  The unit have had 
twenty-five new recruits join the ranks.  These were needed as 211 lost 
quite a lot of cadets due to aging out at the end of 2023. 

 
It was not 21 AAC Battalions turn to represent NSW in the Regimental 

Sergeant Major of the Army Drill Competition held at The Royal Military 
College Duntroon each year.  However, three drummers were requested to 
take part in this activity.  All these young men did an outstanding job.   

For reference the NSW BDE was represent by 22 Bn (Southern NSW).  
We came second to Victoria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

211 ACU Cadets at RMC-D 

CUO Campbell at the Schools Anzac service 
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211 ACU has made a large contribution to Anzac services this year.  In 
total 211 Cadets took part in seven (7) events.   

 
The first starting 09APR24 at the 68th Annual Newcastle and Hunter 

Combined Schools Anzac Service 
Anzac Day itself was a very full and busy day.  211 ACU took part in six 

(6) services in the Newcastle and Lake Macquarie area.  We had a great 
turn out as it was still school holidays and people are away.  

 
The first service started with the all-important Cardiff Dawn Service.  I’m 

sure you would agree that the Catafalque and flag party did an outstanding 
job.  All but the Catafalque commander had not undertaken these duties 
before. 

 
After a quick McDonalds Breakfast, the same cadets went to the 

Sacred Heart Cathedral in Hunter Street Newcastle to take part in the 
Cathedrals’ annual Anzac Service.  211 ACU has taken part in this service 
for almost fifteen years.  Bishop Michael was very complimentary of these 
cadets’ efforts. 

 
After the Sacred Heart service, the Catafalque and flag party rushed 

into town to march in the main Newcastle Anzac Day march.  The march 
started in Perkins Street and concluded at Civic Park in King Street.  All 

Cardiff Dawn Service 
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three service cadets were represented.  
The Australian Naval Cadets (ANC) by 
Training Ship Tobruk the Australian 
Airforce Cadets (AAFC) by 321 
Squadron and the Australian Army 
Cadets (AAC) by 211 ACU.  I can 
confirm that we had 43 cadets march 
and unlike our Air Force Cadet fiends I 
can confirm 211 ACU was in-step.  This 
is the first time that 211 ACU has been 
invited to march.  This is because in the 
past the Newcastle Grammer School 
Cadet Unit took part but as they have 
folded 211 ACU was invited. 
 
211 ACU have been affiliated with the 
Gallipoli Legion Club at Hamilton for a 

very long time.  LT(AAC) Robert Hicks 
OAM is the sole surviving Life 
Member of the Gallipoli Legion Club.   

 
Bob has been with 211 ACU as firstly 
the Army Liaison and then as an 
Officer with the units since to unit 
started in 1988.  The cadets that 
attend the Newcastle Main March 
made their way to the Gallipoli Legion 
Club for the service in the upstairs 
auditorium.  
 

Catafalque and flag party cadets 
travelled to Valentine to undertake 

these duties for the Bowling 
Club’s Annual Anzac Ceremony.  
This service is held at the foot 
Clubs flagpole on the bank of 
Sheppard’s Creek.  
 
The last Anzac Ceremony was 
held at the Adamstown Sports 
Complex at the Adamstown 
Rosebud’s Soccer Clubs Game 
against the Weston Bears.  211 
ACU has undertaken this 
Ceremony via an Ex-Cadets 

family connection to this Soccer 

Sacred Heart Cathedral Service 

Waiting to step off at the main 
Newcastle march 

Gallipoli Legion Club Parade 
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Club.  This Ceremony is 
not long which is always 
most welcome by the 
cadets & yes the staff too. 
 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate 
Cadet Sergeant Scarlett 
Lewis & her catafalque & 
flag party on a great job 
they have done.  CDTSGT 
Lewis has never led a 

catafalque party before & all of the 
cadets that took part have never 

undertaken the task 
before.  CDTSGT 
Lewis trained this 
cadet extremely well 
& I know that CAPT
(AAC) McNamara 
agrees with me that 
all did an 

outstanding job. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to thank the Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch for all 

their on-going assistance.  The Sub-Branches generous donation will assist 
the unit with equipment that the Army does supply us.  We will be ready, 
willing & able to assist Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch in 2024. 

 
MAJ (AAC) Peter Lockwood 
CO 21 AAC Bn 

Valentine Bowling Club 

Adamstown Rosebuds Soccer Club 

Women will never be equal until they can walk down the street with a 
bald head and a beer gut and still think they are sexy. 
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The Anzac Day march was over, the old Digger had done his best. 
His body ached all over from marching – it was time to sit and rest. 

He made his way to a park bench and sat with lowered head. 
A young boy passing saw him – approached and politely said, 

“Please sir do you mind if I ask you what the medals you wear are for? 
Did you ger them for being a hero, when fighting in a war? 

 

Startled the old Digger moved over and beckoned the boy to sit. 
Eagerly the lad accepted – he had not expected this! 

“First of all, I was not a hero”, said the old Digger in solemn tone, 
But served with many heroes, the ones that never came home. 

So, when you talk of heroes, it’s important to understand, 
The greatest of all heroes gave their lives defending our land”. 

 

“The medals are worn in their honour, as a symbol of respect. 
All Diggers wear them on Anzac Day – it shows they don’t forget.” 

The old Digger then climbed to his feet and asked the boy to stand. 
Carefully he removed his medals and placed them in the boy’s hand. 

He told him he could keep them – to treasure throughout his life, 
A legacy of a kind – left behind – paid for in sacrifice. 

 

Overwhelmed the young boy was speechless – he couldn’t find the 
words to say. 

It was there the old Digger left him – going quietly on his way. 
In the distance the young boy glimpsed him – saw him turn and wave 

goodbye. 
Saddened he sat alone on the bench – tears welled in his eyes. 
He never again saw him ever – but still remembers with pride, 

When the old Digger told him of heroes and a young boy sat and cried. 

Never under any circumstances, take a sleeping pill and a 
laxative on the same night. 
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Computer monitors donated to sub Branch. 
 
Jacobs Australia a leading global Technology provider recently donated two 
of some of their superseded computer monitors to the Cardiff RSL sub-
Branch to support sub Branch technology refresh in moving towards 
becoming a cyber-secure organisation.  
 
Jacobs has a global Veterans’ Network committed to advocating for 
veterans, current serving military and reserve force members.  They provide 
support to transitioning veterans and importantly, connecting team 
members with organisations that help veterans and their families. When 
asked Jacobs without any hesitation, jumped at the opportunity to support 
our sub-Branch.  
 
We have since had the opportunity to officially thank Jacobs Australia with 
the presentation of a small token of our appreciation. 
 
In the short time since their generous donation, our Compensation and 
Welfare Advocates have put the monitors to great use, increasing the 
efficacy of our support to Veterans.  
 
A big thank you to Jacobs from the committee and members. 

Cardiff RSL sub-Branch's Vice-
President, Jamie Purdon received 
the two monitors from Jacobs HR 
Manager, Fiona Brayshaw. 

Jamie Purdon representing Cardiff sub-
Branch and a Jacobs employee 
presenting Terry Eames, Director Joint 
Systems & Air Services Jacobs Australia 
with a certificate of our appreciation. 
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Greg Piper MP Independent member for Lake Macquarie 

This year marks the 110th anniversary of the start of the first 
world war and it was great to see so many from Lake 
Macquarie attending ANZAZ Day services this year.  

The growing number of people attending services reflects 
the importance of ANZAC Day for our community and the 
reverence to which Australians hold our ANZACs and their 
memory.   

It is hard to comprehend the impact that the first world war 
had on our small nation. From a population of less than 5 
million, 416,809 Australians enlisted. At the end of the war 

more than 60,000 Australians had been killed and 156,000 had been wounded, 
gassed, or taken prisoner. These numbers are almost incomprehensible today. 
No family was left untouched, the whole nation was left to grieve the thousands 
of service men and women killed. The war defined who we were as a nation and 
what our nation was to become.  

While the first world war was meant to be the war to end all wars unfortunately 
this was not the case. In the many conflicts Australian forces have served since, 
our defence personnel have shown bravery, strength and resilience, fulfilling 
their duties in the spirt of the original ANZACs.  

ANZAC day allows us the opportunity to stop and reflect on the sacrifices our 
Australian servicemen and women have made to protect our country and our 
way of life. It is also an opportunity to remember the costs of war, the innocent 
lives lost, and the families broken.  

------------------- 

Locally, April saw NSW Parliament break for Easter and the school holidays. 
During this break our NSW community witnessed the terrible events in Bondi 
Junction on 13 April. My thoughts have been with the families and the victims of 
this tragedy and with our courageous first responders and members of the 
public who were at the scene, helping victims and witnessing the devastation 
that unfolded that terrible day.  

As we go back to Parliament all MPs will be reflecting on these events and 
considering what we can do as a community to prevent such senseless 
tragedies as this in the future.  

------------------- 

Prior to the Parliament Easter Break I was pleased to see my Human Tissues 
Amendment (Ante-Mortem Interventions) Bill successfully pass both houses of 
Parliament with multipartisan support. This new law will help to improve 
outcomes for organ donation recipients in NSW. It is a great example of what we 
can achieve when Parliament works together. 

 

When Parliament resumes in May, housing reform will be top of the agenda. We 
desperately need to increase housing supply in NSW and the Government has 
already announced that five Lake Macquarie train stations will be included the 

(ConƟnued on page 19) 
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new Transport Orientated Development (TOD) policy. The TOD reforms will amend 
planning controls around Morisset, Booragul, Teralba, Cardiff and Cockle Creek 
Stations increasing density around these transport hubs. I will continue to press 
the Government to ensure appropriate infrastructure upgrades are completed to 
support population growth in these areas. 

As always, I hope you and your loved ones are in good health. Remember my 
office is open Monday – Friday from 8am to 4pm for any assistance with State 
Government related matters. My office number is 02 4959 3200. 

 

Greg 

Stairs in castles 

Ever visited a medieval castle and noticed the staircases are mostly 
clockwise when climbing?  This is not a coincidence.  Castles were built as 
fortifications with stairs leading to the upper protected levels.  So, when a 

castle was attacked the 
occupants inside the 
keep would hold the high 
ground and fight coming 
downwards.  Each 
staircase was designed 
in a clockwise direction 
leading upwards making 
it difficult for invaders 
climbing up the stairs to 
apply weapons. 

AS most soldiers were 
right-handed and the need to negotiate the curve 
and to apply their sword was blocked by the inner 
wall that became a partial shield while the defender 
working on the higher level could apply weapons 
freely. 

Stairs were also intentionally poorly lit and unevenly 
built making it difficult for upward attackers to gain 
any real balance or upward momentum. 
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Head hunters employed to assist the allies in World War Two 

 

The Australian 7th Division AIF drove the Japanese back into the Borneo 
Jungle in 1944 to be welcomed by the Dayak head-hunter tribes. 

By August the 7th Division, supported by US Navy and close air support, 
drove the Japanese deep into the Borneo Jungle where they tried to resist 
from isolated positions. 

The Dayak tribes of Borneo, known for their age-old headhunting rituals, a 
practice outlawed by their Dutch Colonial Rulers, were ecstatic when the 
ban was lifted as they were recruited by the Allied forces to wage guerrilla 
warfare against the Japanese.  

The Dayaks, given a license to kill Japanese Soldiers, reopened the 
headhunting season.  This had a devastating effect on the Japanese force 
that was overwhelmed as headhunting skills honed over ages were put into 
practice.  

The slaughter continued well after the surrender of the Japanese Empire 
where the Dayaks assaulted the remaining isolated soldiers. 

This period of history is a testament to the complexity and brutality of war. 

DAYAK Warriors in Borneo 1942 
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Australian Light Horse combined with the Turkish Army against Arabs. 

A fter four years fighting the Turks in World War one on the evening 
of the 28th September 1918 a detachment of the 2nd Lighthorse 
Brigade was ordered to intercept a force of Turks near Ziza in 

Jordon.  About 5,000 strong the Turks were trying to flee to Damascus, 
when intercepted by the Australian Light Horse.  The Turks were happy to 
surrender as they were being surrounded by a 10,000 strong force of Arabs.  
The Turks who feared the Arabs wanting to loot and kill them were reluctant 
to give up their arms to the Australians.  The Australian commanding the 2nd 

Lighthorse Brigadier General ‘Bull’ 
Ryrie then rode into Ziza with two 
Arab Sheiks and gave the Turks 
permission to keep their arms 
overnight.  He then informed the 
surrounding Arabs he had two Arab 
sheiks hostage, and he then had 
them placed in the centre of the 
camp of Turks and Australians, 
telling the Arabs they would be shot 
if there was any Arab attack. 

After all the years of fighting the 
Australians and Turks spent the night sharing food and talking together.  
Next morning the Turkish soldiers were disarmed and taken prisoner.  The 
photo above is of a painting by Septimus Power (1935) now housed in the 
Australian War Memorial of the Turkish soldiers seeking refuge with AIF 
units from Arab attack before officially surrendering to the Australians. 

A respected Australian Leader. 

Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, known as “Bull” Ryrie, was a notable figure in 
Australian history. He was born on July 1, 1865, at Michelago, New South Wales. 
He was a grazier, politician, and soldier.  A remarkable horseman  he managed 
‘Michelago’, a 35,000-acre grazing and cattle-breeding property. Serving in the 
NSW Imperial Bushmen as an officer in the South African War and during the 
First World War, where he was appointed to command the 2nd Australian Light 
Horse Brigade. He was twice wounded while serving on Gallipoli and he led the 
Light horsemen in the Mesopotamia campaign. 

After the war, Ryrie served as the Australian High Commissioner in London from 
1927 to 19323. He passed away on October 2, 1937 aged 72 years. 

Painting in the AWM of the Lighthorse 
protecting the Turks from the Arabs. 
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Beersheba military cemetery 
The military cemetery at 
Beersheba was 
consecrated at the site of 
Abraham’s well in Israel, 
one of the targets for the 
Australian Lighthorse’s 
charge at Beersheba.  The 
charge is often 
remembered as history’s 
last great cavalry charge. 

The Commonwealth War 
Graves Cemetery in 
Beersheba  contains 1,239 
Commonwealth burials from 
the First World War, 66 of 
which are unidentified.  

The cemetery was 
designed by Sir John 

Burnet and was consecrated by the Bishop of Jerusalem on 22 March 
1923.   Established after the conquest of Beersheba in 1917, it was used 
until mid -1918 at that time it only 139 burials. The cemetery was increased 
after the Armistice when soldiers were brought in from a number of 
scattered sites and small burial grounds. 

caltrops  
Were a medieval device that became an effective 
weapon to stop the advance of enemy cavalry or 
infantry. 

Made of four points arranged so that when dropped 
or thrown one point always pointed up. 

The Australian Lighthorse troopers collected 
caltrops as keepsakes.  

The memorial to the Australian Lighthorse in 
Beersheba, Israel. 



The Busted Bugle April 2024 EdiƟon    

Page 23 

The Gallipoli Peninsula is arguably the best preserved 
battlefield in the entire world, supported by the two 
following photographs. 

One taken of the ANZACS in 1915 the other a personal 
photograph by the editor taken at Gallipoli in recent 
years.  The high prominent feature was named the 
“Sphinx” by the ANZACS after the Egyptian monument 
near MENA camp where they did their training. 

ANZAC dugouts on Gallipoli in 1915 

Editor’s personal photograph taken in recent years, showing 
the same above location. 

The Sphinx Egypt 
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WWII-Era Grenade Found in New Zealand French Fry Factory 

Recently workers in a French fries factory in 
New Zealand were loading thousands of 
dirty potatoes into chipper machines when 
they came across a dirt covered hand 
grenade. 

However after examination by experts it was 
found to be inert.   

This is one reason that many farmers on the 
old battlefields of France and Belgium are 
reluctant to grow potatoes as the harvester 
machines do not differentiate between a 
potato and a hand grenade. 

Hand Grenades frequently being 
uncovered on the Flanders 

Battlefield. 

Editor’s personal photo 

Presentation… 
By a digger who was there  Published 1940. 

During 1940 the Second AIF were copying their fathers of the First AIF in 
their reported behaviour.   

The Chief of Police in one town through which the 2nd AIF passed had 
occasion to call a few of the lads before him.  He admonished them in fairly 
strong language, and they left, promising to be good boys. 

The following morning the Chief received a parcel containing a handsome 
clock addressed to him with a note expressing the complements of the AIF. 

The Chief could not have been more pleased, and he praised the soldiers 
saying, “these boys are not really bad at heart” until a few hours later he 
received word that the clock had been reported stolen from a leading hotel. 

I am old enough now to remember when people treated 
being on unemployment benefits as an embarrassment and 

not a life goal. 
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Victoria Cross awarded to local Hunter Lad in World War One  

Described as Australia’s second most decorated soldier 
of the First World War, and until recent years it was of 
little knowledge that Lieutenant Joseph Maxwell was 
from the Hunter Region.   

Born in Forest Lodge, Sydney in 1896 he was living at 
West Maitland with his mother and working as a 3rd year 
Apprentice boilermaker at the firm of J and A Brown at 
Hexham.   

As a member of the Citizens Military Forces, and at the 
age of 19 he enlisted in the AIF at Liverpool on the 8th 

February 1915 posted into the 18th battalion.  His service number was 607. 

His reason for enlisting was the money in the AIF was better than working as 
an apprentice.  The battalion left Australia in early May 1915 and landed on 
Gallipoli on the 22nd August.  They were immediately committed for the 
attack on Hill 60 where they suffered fifty percent casualties.  He remained 
on Gallipoli until were evacuated on the 20th December 1915. 

To France in March 1916, he took part in the battle of Pozieres from the 25th 
July to the 5th August.  Promoted to Sergeant in October 1916 in the field, he 
was sent to England in May 1917 to attend an officer training course.   

A good soldier, a master storyteller and popular amongst troops, sadly with 
his own demons, Maxwell turned to alcohol, and that was to haunt him for 
the remainder of his life. 

In London he managed get arrested for stealing a double-decker London 
bus and become involved in a brawl with the civilian and military police.  He 
appeared in Westminster Police Court on the 6th July 1917 charged with 
drunk and disorderly, obscene language, and assaulting police.  He was 
fined before being returned to France, and, for his efforts, immediately 
promoted to Warrant rank as the Company Sergeant Major. 

In September 1917 he participated in the major offensive in Belgium that 
become known as the Third Battle of Ypres, or Passchendaele. 

There Maxwell found one of the platoons had lost its officer killed in an 
attack.  He immediately took command of that platoon and led it, where he 
was influential in extricating men from a newly captured position under 
intense German fire and bringing them to safety.  For this Warrant Officer 

(ConƟnued on page 26) 
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Maxwell was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal just before his 
promotion to Lieutenant. 

In March 1918 he was leading a patrol near Ploegsteert in Belgium after his 
commanding officer was wounded.  Completing their task Maxwell ordered 
his men to withdraw while he covered them.  At that stage he saw a large 
party of Germans approaching and recalling his men engaged the Germans.  
He captured a machine gun position under intense fire, and silenced a 
second machine gun, before successfully withdrawing his men.  For this 
action he was awarded the Military Cross. 

In August 1918 in the offensive at Rainecourt, he was the only officer in his 
company not wounded.  Taking command and being preceded by a tank, he 
led the company into the attack, until the tank received a direct hit.  Stunned 
and shaken, Maxwell rescued the tank’s crew before it burst into flames, 
before continuing leading the company in the attack where all objectives 
were achieved.  For this action Maxwell was awarded a bar to his Military 
Cross. 

Still not finished with his personnel war, on the 3rd October 1918 Maxwell 
again took charge of the company as the only officer not wounded and lead 
an attack near Estrées.  Reaching strong enemy barbed wire, he pushed 
forward under fire and captured another German machine gun post, killing all 
of the crew allowing his company to penetrate the barbed wire and take the 
objective.   Shortly after, again single handed he silenced a forward machine 
gun that was holding up an Australian company on his left flank.   

Then with two other men and an English-speaking German prisoner, he 
confronted a post of twenty Germans and convinced them to surrender, but 
in doing so, he was surprised by other concealed Germans and with his men, 
were disarmed and captured. 

While waiting for further German response during a heavy barrage, he 
removed a concealed automatic pistol from his gas respirator’s haversack 
and opened fire on his capturers, killing several before he and his men 
escaped under a hail of rifle fire.  For this action Maxwell was awarded the 
Victoria Cross. 

In just over twelve months Maxwell was awarded the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, the Military Cross and Bar and the Victoria Cross.  He was only 22 
years old when the war ended.   

Maxwell’s later itinerant life was a spiral downwards.  Although he worked as 
(ConƟnued on page 27) 
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a journalist, he became a successful author writing the best seller Hell’s 
Bells and Mademoiselles.  The book, a memoir of the role of the 18th 
Battalion AIF in Gallipoli and on the Western ‘Front was a best seller. 

The money he made from sales was soon squandered, and he found 
himself moving around the State in and out of work and tangling with the 
law and spending some time in gaol as a result of non-payment of 
maintenance to his second wife.  

His original war medals were lost while he was on a fishing trip in Port 
Macquarie when the launch capsize on and his valise carrying his medals 
fell overboard.   

The examination of the history of this event holds a mystery as at stage he 
claimed a replacement of his VC medal claiming the original was destroyed 
in a house fire in Brisbane. 

Lieutenant Joseph Maxwell VC, DCM, MC, and bar, died after collapsing on 
a Sydney Street in 1967 at the age of 71.   

(ConƟnued from page 26) 
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In camp the orderly officer was on this rounds for the day, and arriving at 
the mess tent when the men were having their noon meal he asked the 
usual question.  “Any complaints?  

"Yes sir” one of the diggers says, “This stew isn't fit for pigs.” 

The officer turned to the sergeant cook, “You heard that?”  he asked, “well 
in future, see that it is”. 

 

Volunteering is mandatory.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Real headlines published in Newspapers. 

 

· QUEEN MARY HAVING BOTTOM SCRAPED 

· MIRACLE CURE KILLS FIFTH PATIENT  

· MAN ACCUSED OF KILLING LAWYER RECEIVES A NEW 

ATTORNEY.   

· STATE POPULATION TO DOUBLE BY 2040, BABIES TO BLAME  

· MIDGET SUES GROCER, CITES BELITTLING REMARKS 

· JUVENILE COURT TO TRY SHOOTING DEFENDANT  

· COLD WAVE LINKED TO TEMPERATURES  

· IF STRIKE ISN’T SETTLED QUICKLY, IT MAY LAST A WHILE   

· POLICE BEGIN CAMPAIGN TO RUN DOWN JAYWALKERS  

· FORECASTERS CALL FOR WEATHER ON MONDAY 

A discounted subscriptions 
might be possible if we get 
enough interest from sub 
Branch members wishing to 
change their occupations. 

Whoever snuck the ‘s’ into ‘fast food’ was a clever little 
bastard. 

. 
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History of the trench coat –  
A military garment with origins far older than WWI. 

T he Ironic twentieth century military apparel was 
the trench coat.  It was associated with the 

more rugged professions, those of the tough private 
detectives, rugged outdoorsmen and intrepid 
adventurers; however, the trench coat is one of the 
few items of fashion to have changed little in form or 
style over the past hundred years. 

The coat as we know it did have roots from the First 
World War as an alternative to the heavier ‘Great 
Coat’ issued to soldiers.  Two large clothing 
factories in Britain, Burberry and Aquascutum both 
manufactured the coat, exclusive for Officers but 
never for other ranks. 

It could only be obtained by private purchase by 
officers while another shorter length woollen coat 
were allowed to be worn in the British army by 
Officers and Warrant Officers Class One. 

The coat originated well before World War One 
being produced by Aquascutum in the 1850’s, until 
Burberry invented a gabardine fabric in 1879 and 
manufactured the Officer’s coat in 1901. 

The providence of the coat is contained in the 1820 
invention by an English inventor Thomas Hancock, 
a Scottish chemist, and Charles Macintosh, who 

created a type of waterproof garment, made by coating long jackets with 
rubber which were named ‘a mack’.  This was only promoted in Britain to 
men of the upper classes. 

The ‘mack’ was waterproof but also kept the body smell in, until the fabric 
was improved later in 1853 by John Emary and by Thomas Burberry in 
1856.  It was also improved by inventing a gabardine fabric that resulted in 
the best coat giving Burberry the edge in the quality of the coat which were 
worn by British Officers in the Boer War in 1899. 

In what had formerly been a neck and neck race, Burberry began to take 

(ConƟnued on page 31) 

Officer’s Trench Coat 
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the lead late in the 19th century when they patented a coat design called 
the Tielocken.  As Burberry’s company had become one of the official 
suppliers of clothing to Britain’s armed forces during the Boer War, it came 
as no surprise that his Tielocken coat continued to be used by British 
officers in WWI with its knee-length, double breasted, with a broad collar 
and belt. The Burberry Tielocken had evolved for war use, featuring D-rings 
on the belt to attach equipment, a pistol flap in the breast, and epaulets to 
display rank. 

This featured elements we essentially recognise as the ‘trench coat’ 
christened by soldiers in the trenches during World War One. 

An important point to note about these specific coats is that they were 
reserved for officers only. Enlisted men were not allowed to wear them, 
although they did have their own coats; the greatcoat. 

 
BLACK BILLETS “POMPEY" ELLIOTT.   
By a digger who was there. 
  
Moving his men up towards the line, he was incensed to find that a Tommy 
area-officer had provided billets for the officers, but that the men, tired out 
with a long march, would have to camp as best they could.  The General 
immediately, in effect, declared the billets black: he announced his 
determination to make his camp with the men of his brigade, and the officers 
naturally had to follow his example.  
 
It was a drizzling wet - night, and the turn-out in the morning was rather a 
dishevelled one. But there were gaps when the parade fell in, which were 
rapidly filled by belated Diggers looking bone-dry and as if they had enjoyed 
a fine night's rest.  A number of hardcase Diggers had seen to it that the 
billets provided for the officers had not gone to waste.  — 
"Ex-Dig. 

Editor’s note: 

Major General Harold Edward “Pompey” Elliott was a senior officer in the 
Australian Army during the First World War.   He was known for his inspiring 
and outspoken leadership.  Elliott was acutely pained by the enormous 
losses sustained by his men at Fromelles, showing his deep concern for the 
welfare of his troops and the absurdity of futile attacks ordered by the 
English General Sir Richard Haking.  
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A dog with a Military Cross. 
 
By a digger who was there published 1931 

 
In 1931 Lieutenant Colonel Robert (Bob) Wallis presented a dog collar to the 
director of the Australian War Memorial museum, Major John Treloar.   
The collar has an interesting history.  It belongs to Second Lieutenant Spot 
of the 8th Battalion AIF. 

 
Spot, a milky white 
fox-terrier with a 
black patch over one 
eye was adopted by 
men of the Eighth 

battalion after the 
Gallipoli evacuation and on arriving in Marseilles, France in 1916. 
 
He was befriended by a digger who was working as a dispatch runner but 
was then killed in action.  The dead man's arm-band, adorned with his 
Anzac "A," colours, and a rising sun badge, were made into a collar for Spot. 
Sometime later Spot was souvenired by a Scottish artillery battery, and their 
colours added to the dog's collar.   Returned to the Eighth, Spot stopped a 

shell splinter at the 
Polygon Wood action, 
and, on recovery the 
diggers awarded him a 
wound stripe.  
 
After the battle at  
Passchendaele, the 
battalion awarded him 
the Military Cross, and  
half-an-inch of military 
cross ribbon was added 
to his overloaded collar. 
 
Spot then became a 
"One-pip" Second 

Lieutenant after the Pozieres action and stayed with the battalion until the 
Armistice in 1918, stopping any further chances of promotion.  
 
It was then decided that the diggers would not leave Spot to his demise in 
France, but rather they would smuggle him onboard an Australia-bound 
troop transport.  All went well and he was smuggled on board, concealed 
and fed by the diggers until —-, he was discovered by an officious ship’s 

(ConƟnued on page 33) 

Acknowledgement to AWM for Spot’s collar image  
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Rising sun 
badge  

‘A’ Anzac 
badge 

Wound 
stripe  

Military Cross 

 Riband 

Promotional ‘Pip’  

Second 

Lieutenant 

Scottish 
Unit 
colour 

steward, who reported Spot as a 
stowaway. 
 
All hell broke loose but the bad 
news was broken to the troops that 
officially Spot was unable to be 
landed on Australian shores due to 
quarantine regulations, and it was 
decreed he be thrown overboard at 
sea.  The diggers revolted over the 
decision.  However, eventually they 
agreed to have a battalion surgeon 
who regretfully, brought Spot's 
career to a painless end.  
 
The historic collar was secured by 
Colonel Bob Wallis, when Spot 
departed.  It was he who preserved 
and eventually presented it to the 
AWM. 
 
Footnote: The officious ship’s 
steward, will always remember 
Spot, for the broken jaw and other 
injuries he (accidently?) received 
the day Spot passed, as he was still 
in plaster when the Eighth Battalion 
disembarked in Melbourne. 

(ConƟnued from page 32) 

Enhanced image of SPOT’s Collar 
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WHEN A MAN CRIED 

By a digger who was there 

One of the effects of the censorship on the movements of the Australian 
Light Horse in Egypt and Palestine in ‘15 and ‘16 was the cruel 
misunderstandings entertained by people at home in Australia. 

There was a trooper in hospital near Cario who received a pair of Red 
Cross socks and with them was a following pencilled message: “I hope 
these socks go to some Australian Hero in France and not to any of the 
cold footed Lighthorse.” 

The sight of a strong man weeping is not a pleasant sight and the whole 
of that ward was badly shaken by that spectacle.  A cobber then wrote a 
scathing letter to the sender, and enclosed the grimmest battle and after 
photos he possessed and all he could muster from his cobbers, intimating 
to the writer that the barrage would continue for the duration. 

Among other he sent photos of our sun dried dead at Gaza recovered 
months after, and of B squadron, 6th Regiment who were in action with 
only one trooper escaping without wounds. 

He eventually received a letter back from the sender asking for pardon 
and the cessation of any more photos.  However, the flood of photos 
continued to the sender until the end. 
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Military Inventions We Use Every Day 

When thinking about military inventions, we tend to think of tanks, bombs, 
guns and other military apparatus but do not think of provisions that include 
Instant coffee, microwaves, canned food, and digital cameras.  However if it 
were not for military inventions these items would not be available. 

GPS 

The Global positioning System (GPS) in your car and phone was originally 
invented by the military in the 1960s. It was powered by the US Navy’s 
Transit satellite which was an American answer to the Soviet Sputnik 
satellite even though it did not operate until 1964. When the system became 
functional, there were 10 satellites in orbit, and the fleet was able to provide 
location data to US submarines and private boats.  It was not until 1983, 
when President Ronald Reagan approved civil applications of military 
technology that the GPS was seen by the public. However the initial version 
released to the public had an inbuilt inaccuracy in the timer that effectively 
moved the location within a 100 metre radius.  This remains the case until 
President Bill Clinton stopped the time scrambling and made the GPS 
accurate for everyone. 

Duct tape 

Around the house a roll of duct tape might be your saviour.  This would not 
be possible if President Roosevelt had not received a letter from an 
ammunition factory worker in 1943. This was a complaint from a mother who 
had two sons fighting regarding the tabs of paper tape breaking on their 
ammunition cases, and the need for a stronger tape to be used.  The idea 
was eventually provided by Johnson & Johnson who created the adhesive 
tape they named; ‘duck tape,’ because of the waterproof nature of the tape. 

After the war, the tape was made available to the general public in the grey 
colour we know and because of the tape in wrapping Ventilation and 
electrical ducts and conduits, this led to the name ‘duct tape’ replacing ‘duck 
tape.’ 

Super glue 

An adhesive invented in the United States during World War two, the original 
super glue was created by Harry Coover, a chemist at Eastman Kodak. 
Originally in 1942 he had tried to invent a material for use in creating clear 
plastic gun sights, however he stumbled on a substance that had 

(ConƟnued on page 36) 
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exceptionally high adhesive properties: cyanoacrylate that stuck to 
everything it touched. 

Nine years later in 1958, Superglue was sold commercially, and an initial 
advertisement some might remember was the use of the glue to suspend a 
car from a crane to prove its strength.  During the Vietnam war Super Glue 
was used to seal wounds and today medical Superglue is used in complex 
medical procedures. 

The microwave oven 

Whle the invention of radar played a vital role in determining how World War 
two played out, the microwave oven sitting in your home like super glue was 
accidental and is there as a result of this war winning invention. 

In 1945, an American scientist named Percy Spencer found that the US 
Army radar transmitters were releasing enough heat to cook food as 
confectionary in his pocket melted when operating the radar. Later that year, 
Raytheon Company filed the first patent for a microwave oven. 

The original microwave oven sold in 1946 was called a Radarange, but it 
was almost the size of a refrigerator and too expensive for most people. It 
was only in 1967 that the technology was made small enough and cheap 
enough to be viable for household kitchens. 

Epipen 

This is an injection canister device used to inject epinephrine by a spring 
loaded needle.  Before the Epipen was available to anyone with allergies, it 
was used by the military, created by the military to protect soldiers who had 
been exposed to chemical and nerve agents. The pen was designed for fast 
and easy injection of medication. 

Canned food 

The idea for this dates back to Napoleon when in 1810 the French 
Government made an offer of 12,000 francs to anyone who could provide a 
means of preserving food for the French army. 

One inventor was Nicolas Appert a chef and confectioner in Paris who had 
been experimenting with food preservation and found that food which had 
been cooked in glass jars stayed unspoiled until the seal was broken. 

In 1812 Brian Donkin and Englishmen substituted tin cans for the glass jars.  
World War one, saw vast improvement in the manufacture of canned food 
for feeding the soldiers, and when the war ended, canned foods made their 
way to the commercial market and are now staples in supermarkets. 
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Monetary Value of the United States Medal of Honor 

The United States highest bravery award is the Congressional Medal of 
Honor (MOH) that is acknowledged as being on par with the Victoria Cross 
(VC). 

 While recipients of each medal are well documented and easily 
researchable, especially with today’s internet, the following article seems to 
reduce the value of the MOH when compared to the value of the VC. 

Recently, Jackie Stern an American veteran of the Korean War living in 
Florida was respected as the local hero.  He wore the medal of Honor and 
marched on the patriotic parades, sharing his exploits with veteran 
organisation and schools about his heroics.  Then he tried to extend his 
fame by travelling to southern Florida where he endeared himself to the 
authorities and marched in a local parade until Police Sergeant Dan 
Ciacciarelli became suspicions of Stern after seeing his car’s POW number 
plate, which did not support Stern’s stories. 

Questioned by the officer, his story quickly unravelled and he confessed to 
his charade.  He admitted he had never left the US in any conflict, and he 
bought the medal of honor for $800.00 from a New Jersey Military seller. 

Further investigation showed that amazingly the MOH was an official medal 
that had not been issued to any person, but was allowed to go to sale at a 
military sales outlet. 

While Stern is just one of many wannabees, the morale of this story is that 
the MOH could be sold at a military sale, albeit a medal that had never been 
issued, seems to devalue the high statue medal when compared to the VC 
that holds a value of many hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Manners 

Morals 

Respect 

Character 

Common sense 

Trust 

Patience 

Class 

Integrity 

Love 

Things that money cannot buy: 
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BaƩle of Pakchon—Korea 
On the 5th of November 1950, Australians of 3 RAR fought against Chinese 

troops in the Battle of Pakchon.  Following 
the Battles of Broken Bridge and Chongju 
the 27th Commonwealth Brigade held 
position near the town of Pakchon, in 
defence of the road leading south to the 
Chongchon River.  
 
On the night of 4-5 November, Chinese 
troops, who had only recently entered the 
war, attacked the area.  They were 
repelled by the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders during the morning of 5 
November, but other Chinese troops 

continued to advance southwards, threatening to isolate the position of the 
brigade.  3 RAR was hurriedly sent to stop the Chinese on a tactically 
important ridgeline, east of Pakchon. 
 
The enemy positions were first strafed by Mustangs of 77 Squadron, RAAF: 
this would mark the first occasion when Australian troops and airpower 
worked together in Korea.  The raid threw the Chinese into confusion, and 3 
RAR attacked.  After two hours of fierce defence by the Chinese, the 
Australians captured the ridgeline.  However, the fight was not to end there. 
 
After dark that night, the Chinese launched a massive counter-attack and on 
the Pakchon road, C Company was fired on, while Chinese infantry attacked 
A and B companies on the ridgeline.  Colonel F. S. Walsh, Commanding 
Officer of 3 RAR, withdrew the Australian companies from the ridgeline to 
lower ground.  A Company, in particular, suffered many casualties during 
their withdrawal. 
 
Considering Walsh's decision to be a foolish move, the 27th Brigade 
Commander Brigadier Aubrey Coad reversed Walsh's order, as he felt 
leaving the ridgeline open would give the enemy direct access to the rest of 
the brigade.  However, by the time his order came through, only one 
Australian company - D Company - could return to defend the position.  
Fortunately, after midnight it was clear that the Chinese were withdrawing.  
3 RAR had secured the ridge and the road running south from Pakchon was 
safe. 
 
The battle had claimed 12 Australian lives, and seventy men were wounded.  
Brigadier Coad relieved Walsh of his command and appointed Lieutenant 

(ConƟnued on page 39) 
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Colonel Bruce Ferguson as the new CO of 3 RAR the next morning. 
 
The Australians remained in the area for a few weeks afterwards, but to 
their surprise, the Chinese troops kept a low profile.  The action at Pakchon 
marked the end of the first Chinese offensive. 

(ConƟnued from page 38) 

Sydneysiders 

S omeone who lives in 
Sydney or was born and 
raised there is colloquially 
known as a Sydneysider.   

Well at one time, from the 
1850’s all New South Wales 
residents were called 
Sydneysiders. 

Back then the Governor of New 
South Wales was General Lord 

Charles FitzRoy, who had a plan to separate New South Wales by creating 
a new colony to be called Victoria.  It would separate New South Wales of 
Its southern area, including the Port Phillip district and the proclamation 
was effective from July 1, 1851.  

The boundaries of the new Colony were defined as “ගඐඍ ඛ඗ඝගඐඍකඖ ඛඑඌඍ 
඗ඎ Mඝකකඉඡ Rඑඞඍක ඊඡ ඉ ඛගකඉඑඏඐග ඔඑඖඍ ඌකඉඟඖ ඎක඗ඕ Cඉ඘ඍ H඗ඟඍ ග඗ ගඐඍ 
ඖඍඉකඍඛග ඛ඗ඝකඋඍ ඗ඎ ගඐඍ Mඝකකඉඡ Rඑඞඍක, ඉඖඌ ගඐඍඖඋඍ ඊඡ ගඐඍ උ඗ඝකඛඍ ඗ඎ 
ගඐඉග කඑඞඍක ග඗ ගඐඍ ඍඉඛගඍකඖ ඊ඗ඝඖඌඉකඡ ඗ඎ ගඐඍ C඗ඔ඗ඖඡ ඗ඎ S඗ඝගඐ 
Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ”.  

So, everyone living north of the Murray River were on the Sydney side 
of the Murray and were called Sydneysiders. 
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Medals issued were a point of contention for some World War One 
diggers. 

  
 During the two world wars the issue of campaign medals was limited to the 
location where the fighting was being waged, and not specific to the time or 
the effort of the troops there. 
Soldiers in World War One who were first to enlist in 1914 and left the 

Australian shores were issued with three 
medals.  From left to right they are the 1914 -
1915 Star, which became known as the Gallipoli 
Star, the centre is the General Service medal 
and the last is the Victory medal. 

Some diggers who returned to Australia carried 
a pet grievance for many years, because the 
1914 -1915 Star was issued to those who were 
in a theatre of war designated as ඊඍඑඖඏ ඊඍඡ඗ඖඌ 

ගඐඍ ගඐකඍඍ-ඕඑඔඍ ඔඑඕඑග outside Australian waters before the 31st December 
1915.  Therefore it could be issued and worn by soldiers who never landed 
on the Gallipoli peninsula.   

The example given is that many soldiers issued with the Star had sailed 
from Australia before the 31st December 1915, inside the relevant time and 
landed in Egypt AFTER the 20th December 1915, which was the date of the 
evacuation of Gallipoli and they were waiting in camp in Egypt to be 
redeployed to France.  

All other soldiers who left Australia during the first few days of January 1916 
and joined those waiting troops in Egypt were not issued the ‘14-’15 Star.  
One digger wrote,  

“To my mind, only those who were actually on Gallipoli 
should have been issued the Star.  Personally, I served 
with my unit from our first baptism of fire in France to the 
Finish – and with the exception of a short ‘Blighty’, all I 
have to show for my services are the General Service and 
Victory medals – the same as any man who saw only the 
last week of the war.” 

The  Great War medals 
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Jerry Cans 

Used extensively by Australian and NATO forces, either metal or plastic 
construction.  

During World War II, the Allies faced a major challenge in 
transporting fuel to their troops when existing fuel 
containers were heavy box shape, bulky, and prone to 
leakage. Troops called them ‘flimsys’. 

The Germans, on the other hand, had developed a fuel 
container that was lightweight, compact, and easy to 
handle.  The Allies quickly realised the advantages of the 
German containers and decided to adopt it for their own 
use.  It was renamed “jerry can.” 

The adoption of the jerry can design was not an easy 
task. The Allies had to reverse engineer the German 

design and produce their own version of the can. The new 
design had to be compatible with the existing fuel 
infrastructure and supply chain. It also had to meet the 
rigorous standards of the military and be able to withstand 
the harsh conditions of the battlefield. 

Despite these challenges, the Allies were successful in 
adopting the jerry can design. The new cans were 
produced in large numbers and quickly became an 

essential part of the Allied war effort. They were used to transport fuel, 
water, and other fluids to the front lines, and played a critical role in the 
success of the D-Day landings. 

Containers used by 
Allies 

WW2 German 'Jerry 
Can’ 

Good decisions come from experience. 
Experience comes from bad decisions. 
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Newcastle’s Fort Scratchley 

Fort Scratchley is located on two high natural features providing a lookout of 
the area with seams of coal around its base.   

The land around Nobbys Head, including the Fort Scratchley site, would 
have been first sighted by Europeans on 10 May 1770 when Captain James 

Cook on the HMS 
Endeavour sailed up the 
east coast of Australia.   

The first Europeans to 
set foot on the area now 
known as Fort 
Scratchley arrived on 9th 
September 1797 when 
Lieutenant John 
Shortland RN, during an 
unsuccessful pursuit of 
convicts who had pirated 
the colony’s largest 

vessel, the ‘Cumberland’ in the Hawksbury River, made a camp at what was 
to become known as Freshwater Creek.   

During Shortland’s exploration of the harbour foreshores, he found coal 
scattered at the base of the hill.  Samples assayed led to the first 
commercial coal mining in Newcastle on this site while the hill held a coal 
fired beacon for shipping with the given names of ‘Signal Hill’ and ‘Beacon 
Hill”. 

1855 saw the formation of the Newcastle Volunteers Rifles and an artillery 
Corps when fears of a Russian invasion were growing, and gun 
emplacements cut into the earth to face eastward were set up on Signal Hill. 

The Fort was built in 1882 around a three gun battery under the auspicious 
of General Sir William Jervois and Lieutenant Colonel Peter Scratchley after 
who the fort was named.  It was occupied by the army who over the years 
manned a variety of various artillery pieces, until it was decommissioned in 
1962, and closing in 1972.  After a time of vacancy, it eventually become the 
home of the Military Museum of the Fort Scratchley Historical Society in 
1982. 

(ConƟnued on page 43) 
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 Its guns were not fired in anger until 8 June 1942, during the shelling of 
Newcastle. 
 
  For more information about the Fort and its history, you can visit the official 
website of Fort Scratchley Historical Society or better still, have a chat with 
sub Branch member Des Abberfield who is an active member of the Fort’s 
historical society. 

The Wisdom of General Wisdom 
By a digger who was there.  Published in 1933 

The 7th Infantry Brigade (2nd Division) were to be inspected by Brigadier 
General Evan Wisdom at Dernancourt in the winter of 1916.  The routine 
order had been issued as follows: “Iඖඛ඘ඍඋගඑ඗ඖ Pඉකඉඌඍ.  Dකඍඛඛ, Fඝඔඔ 
ඕඉකඋඐඑඖඏ ඗කඌඍක.  Gකඍඉගඋ඗ඉගඛ ඟඑඔඔ ඊඍ උඉකකඑඍඌ එඖ ගඐඍ ඘ඉඋඓ; Sඐඍඍ඘ 
ඛඐඑඖඛ ඟඑඔඔ NOT ඊඍ ඟ඗කඖ ඗ඖ ගඐඍ ඘ඉකඉඌඍ”. 

We were formed up on an open field, ankle deep in snow and platoon 
sergeants worked overtime keeping the frozen troops in something of a line. 

Presently down the road dashed the Staff car, and out stepped the General, 
covered from head to toe in a beautiful goatskin coat, with huge gloves to 
match. 

Troops snapped to the ‘Present’ and numbed buglers gurgled the ‘General 
Salute’, the Brig started towards the troops to commence his inspection; 
then, noticing that they were not wearing greatcoats or sheep skins, he 
turned about and removed his own fur coat and gloves, and handing them to 
his aide, carried out his inspection “a La Digger”. 

Wisdom by name, and wise by nature.  The Brig’s stock rose 100 percent by 
that thoughtful little act. 

Editor’s Note.  Brigadier General Evan Alexander Wisdom was a notable 
figure during World War 1.  During the war he was a brigade commander in 
1917, specifically leading the 7th Brigade and his leadership was part of a 
mixture of experienced leaders and the newest wave of talent in the AIF to be 
promoted to general rank. 
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Why do women not understand beer maths?  It is 
really simple! 

 
 
 
 

CLEAR AS 
CRYSTAL. 

The Israeli Army is adopting a 'guaranteed hit' smart scope. 

The Israeli Army is officially adopting a specially designed computerised fire 
control and optic system that will allow troops to lock on to incoming drone 

threats with their standard-issue rifles and disable 
them with a single accurate shot. 

Israeli company Smart Shooter announced that it 
would supply its SMASH 2000L (also known as 
the SMASH 3000) fire control system to the Army 
as part of a subcontract from defence contractor 
Atlantic. 

  

 ONE BEER 

  

 A COUPLE 
OF BEERS 

  

 A FEW 
BEERS 
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Anyone visiting the Vatican in Rome cannot fail to notice the Swiss Guards 
on duty around Vatican City. 

Often called ‘the world’s smallest army’ armed with an antique two handed 
pole weapon called a halberds and wearing brightly coloured uniforms in 

shades of blue, red, 
orange and yellow 
reminiscent of the 
Renaissance period 
and berets normally, 
but with helmets 
adorned with ostrich 
plumes on ceremonial 
parades they are 
sworn to protect the 
Pope. 

The Swiss Guard of 
the Pope are 
independent of the 

Swiss armed forces and employed by the Catholic Church under the 
leadership of the Pope.   

Initially’ the Swiss were well-known mercenaries comprised of many young 
Swiss men who forced by poverty chose to enrol as mercenaries in the 
service of Europe’s great powers, potentially a very profitable activity. 

Prized for their fierce loyalty and earning a reputation on the battlefield as 
invincible soldiers, to such an extent that Pope Julius II chose them for his 
personal bodyguard; the first 150 Swiss mercenaries entered the Vatican 
City on January 22, 1506, a date now regarded as the founding date of the 
Pontifical Guard. 

The tiny "Vatican army" is the last vestige of a long tradition of Swiss military 
service in foreign parts, which over the years showed great devotion serving 
the respective heads of the Catholic Church. 

The loyalty of the Swiss Guard was tested in 1527 during the sack of Rome 
caused by Pope Clement VII who sought to change his alliance from the 
Holy Roman Empire to the French, instigating the Italian War which ensued.  
The Holy Roman Empire prevailed in northern Italy, but the largely German 
Lutheran mercenary force had yet to be paid. They threatened to mutiny 
unless they could sack and plunder Rome. 

Many Lutherans of this period saw Rome and the Pope as targets, symbols 
of everything oppressive and wrong with Catholicism 

Rome, as a holy city, did not have much of a garrison.  It was largely 
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considered off-limits to the other Catholic States. The citizens and militia 
mustered a defence of about 5,000 men against 20,000 professional troops.  
The city was quickly stormed, and the Vatican targeted.  The 189 Swiss 
guards stood their ground against the thousands of attackers. 

This stand gave the Pope and his entourage time to escape across the 
Passetto di Borgo.  This is a unique 800-metre long elevated path to the 
Castel Sant’ Angelo. About forty Swiss guards moved to stall the attackers 
again at the entrance of the pass.  Only a few of these guards survived the 
next waves of attackers and were able to re-join and defend the Pope in the 
castle. 

Though the majority of the guard were killed, including their captain, they 
managed to stave off the bloodthirsty Lutheran mercenaries just long 
enough to get the Pope to safety.  This loyalty ensured that the Swiss Guard 
would remain the Pope’s bodyguard all the way to the modern day. 

The current strength of the Pontifical Swiss Guard today is 110 men.  
Recruits must be of Swiss nationality, aged between 19 and 30 years and 
not less than 174 cm tall.  They must have basic Swiss military training and 
while the Swiss Guard is a military corps under the Vatican legal system, 
because Swiss law forbids citizens from serving in a foreign army, the papal 
Swiss guards have the status of a private police force. 

The recruits must hold a vocational qualification or high school leaving 
certificate, be single though may marry during their minimum service period 
of two years.  

While the guards display the traditional antique weapons such as sword and 
halberd, they are not inert, as they are trained and have access to modern 
weapons, pistols and sub machine guns and proficient in anti-terrorist 
tactics. 

Career	prospects 
The number of applicants for the Swiss guards started to decline some five 
years ago, prompting the Vatican to improve training to better prepare the 
guards for a career outside. 

Today guards receive training in information technology, acquire 
communications skills and are taught Italian and English.  In addition, they 
can attend a course leading to a diploma in security studies – a useful 
qualification for future employment with the police or armed forces.  For 
their efforts a Guard is paid 1,800 Swiss francs per month, about $2,500.00 
Australian, with board and lodgings included. 

The effort seems to have paid off: last year the number of volunteers began 
to rise again. It seems the Vatican's tiny Swiss army can look to the future 
with confidence. 
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I don’t know why you hate lazy people. 
We don’t ever do anything. 

 

1-Apr Commissioning of HMAS Cerberus 1922 101 

 1st Divisional Intelligence Company 1948 75 

 4th/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse Regiment 1948 75 

 3rd/9th South Australia Mounted Rifles 1968 55 

 7th Field Regiment 1968 55 

 3rd Field Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers 1968 55 

 1st Field Hospital 1968 55 

3-Apr Royal Australian Corps of Military Police 1916 107 

18-Apr Royal Australian Education Corps 1941 82 

22-Apr Western Australia University Regiment 1949 74 

 5th Training Group 1960 63 

23-Apr Commissioning of HMAS SUCCESS 1960 63 

 Commissioning of HMAS TOBRUK 1960 63 

 Royal Australian Army Dental Corps 1960 63 

25-Apr ANZAC Day 1960 63 

26-Apr 1st Aviation Regiment 1966 57 

27-Apr Commissioning of HMAS OTAMA 1966 57 

 Commissioning of HMAS FLINDERS 1966 57 

28-Apr 2nd Engineers Works Squadron 1966 57 

29-Apr 1st Commando Regiment 1988 35 

Australian Ship, Unit and Corps Anniversaries 
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Word search No. 23 
(SoluƟon on page 52) 
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Crossword No.23 
(SoluƟon on  page 52) 
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An F-15 fighter managed to destroy an Iraqi helicopter with a bomb.  

This remarkable event occurred on February 14, 1991, when United States 
Air Force Captain Tim "Rhino" Bennett and his 
weapons system officer Captain Dan "Chewy" 
Bakke were hunting Scud missiles near Al-
Qa’im in northwestern Iraq when they 
received word that an American special 
operations forces team was under attack from 
Iraqi helicopters.  

Bennett and Bakke decided to target an Iraqi 
Mi-24 Hind helicopter on the ground with a 
laser-guided bomb.  After the bomb was 
released, the helicopter took off.  Despite this, 
they kept the F-15's laser pointed at the 
helicopter, continuing to guide the bomb 

resulting in a successful air-to-air kill with a bomb. 

The history of Australian rules football in the Hunter Region 

Aussie Rules football in the Hunter dates back to 1883.   The influence of 

three brothers, George, Jim and John Duguid who played on the goldfields 

of Ballarat and moving to the region where only Rugby Union was being 

played since 1876 found that more than 14,000 people had been enticed to 

the coal mining in the Newcastle District, they formally formed the first club.  

The foundation clubs were Newcastle City, Northumberland (Maitland), 

Singleton, Lambton, Wallsend and Plattsburg. George Duguid lived in 

Wallsend until he passed away at the age of 65 years in 1931. 

How long after walking into someones home is it acceptable 
to ask for their WiFi password? 
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Digger Fags 

By a digger who was there published in 1935 

To solve the unemployment problem as it affected themselves, a band of 
diggers have formed the Monogram Cigarette company of 60 Castlereagh 
Street Sydney with the object of giving a new angle to the prosaic business 
of selling fags.  They reckon there is merit in a monogram. 

Pooling their slender resources these men, most of them incapacitated and 
in receipt of pensions, got the service of an expert cigarette maker, 
imported special leaf and started to supply high grade cigarettes with the 
initials of the buyer on each one. 

The concern with an eye on the Christmas Present trade is packing the 
cigarettes into artistically designed boxed also monogrammed, This the 
personal tough it introduced into an impersonal product. 

Fags helped to keep the blokes alive in the trenches, they will keep these 
fellows alive in Australia. 

Disclaimer 

The Busted Bugle magazine is intended to provide general information, insight, and perspectives relevant to 
veterans and their families.  It does not constitute professional, medical, or legal guidance and recommendations.  

Any reliance you might place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. 

  While we strive to ensure every effort is made to present factual information, it is acknowledged that some 
historical articles could be exposed to historical interpretations that may vary. 

Any views expressed by contributors do necessarily reflect the views of the magazine editor or sub-Branch. 

While external resources and websites are accessed and cross referenced for accuracy, it is acknowledged that 
inaccuracies can occur, and it is appreciated when corrections and feedback is provided. 

Tඐඍ Aඖජඉඋ ඊ඗඗ඓ  written and 
illustrated in Gallipoli is a time capsule 
of the Gallipoli campaign and the 
humour of the diggers. 

A soldier explained his absence 
from the lines by the fact he 
wanted a new pair of boots and 
had to shoot 26 Turks before he 
got a pair to fit. 
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Crossword solution No. 23 

 

Word Search No. 23 solution 


