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For general information relating to sub Branch and its activities, or to contact any 

officer, please contact sub Branch office during office hours. 

Sub Branch contact details:  

Mail to PO Box 374, 

Cardiff, NSW, 2285 

Phone: 4953 7770 or 4956 6333 

email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Website: http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

CardiffRSLsubBranch/ 

Office Hours: Wednesday & Saturday 1000 to 1300 hrs.  

Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, however 

articles should be relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience. 

Posts will need to be vetted before publication and  we do reserve the right 

to edit the length of articles. 

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at 

Editor@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Sub Branch  

Executive  

 

President Geoff Kelly  

Vice Presidents Ray Kelly Jamie Purdon 

Treasurer Ben Coutman CPA  

Secretary  Mick James  

   

Committee   

Des Abberfield Gary Griffith  

Derek Kenyon Peter Sneesby  

   

 Trustees  

Paul Feenan JP Geoff Kelly Damian Croke 

   

Welfare Officers Peter Sneesby Gary Griffith 

   

Editor Magazine Paul Feenan JP  

mailto:admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/
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ON THE COVER 
 

Carving of the rising sun badge 
in the hillside of the village of 
Fovant, England by World War 
One AIF diggers.  Fovant is in 
close proximity to the training 
grounds of Salisbury Plains 
where many trained before 
deployment to France and 
Belgium battlefields. 
 
 
 

(See page 12  for story) 

 

LAST POST 

The following members of the Cardiff RSL sub Branch passed 

away from April 2023. 

Major General 
(rtd) 

 Warren GLENNY 5 July 2023  

Lt. Colonel (rtd) 
Harry Arthur 
SMITH SG,MC. 

20 August 2023 

Company Commander  

D Company 6 RAR  

Long Tan 
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President Geoff Kelly’s report 
 

Over the past 90 years Cardiff RSL sub-Branch can 

claim many remarkable achievements and continues to 

face new challenges and opportunities. The recent 

resignations of our long serving President, Syd Lynch 

and Vice President, Peter Taylor, are significant 

milestones in our sub-Branch history. Both have left a 

solid foundation that can be built upon. On a personal 

note, I thank Syd for his guidance, encouragement, and 

friendship. I will, to the best of my ability, preserve, 

protect, and uphold RSL values, traditions, and the mission to support 

veterans and their families. 

After acknowledging the contribution of these two outstanding 

volunteers at our August general meeting, the members, endorsed myself 

as President and Jamie Purdon as Vice President. Jamie and I both are 

honoured and grateful for your trust and confidence. 

I congratulate Jamie Purdon on being endorsed as Vice President. I 
know Jamie has worked incredibly hard for our sub-Branch and deserves 
this recognition and responsibility. I look forward to working closely with 
Jamie and our committee to position our sub-Branch for sustainable 
success. 

Our Trustees and Treasurer, Paul Feenan, Damien Croke and Ben 

Coutman, recently held discussions and signed off on the transition of our 

portfolio management from BT Funds Management to Mercer. This move is 

in line with the merger of BT and Mercer. I thank them for the time and 

effort devoted to finalising this significant work on behalf of our sub-Branch. 

Vietnam Veterans Day, 18 August, the sub-Branch celebrated the 50
th
 

anniversary of the end of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. The 

sub-Branch conducted a service and provided light refreshments after the 

service. Thank you to the members who contributed and attended the 

service. A big shout out to; Derik Kenyon for organising the service, Syd 

Lynch for the reading and Ray Kelly for organising the light refreshments.  

Volunteers are the backbone and the heart of our sub-Branch. For our 

sub-Branch to thrive we need members to step up and assist where they 

can. Many of our members have skills that could enhance our sub-Branch 

to perform better. If you can assist in anyway, please have a talk to one of 

our committee members.  Any time you can spare to help would be of 

considerable assistance, and may be rewarding for yourself and the sub-

Branch.  
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Cardiff RSL sub-Branch President 
Geoffrey Kelly  Biography 
 
At the General Meeting held at Cardiff RSL sub-Branch on 10 August 
2023, Geoff Kelly was endorsed as President of Cardiff RSL sub-Branch. 
Following his election Geoff told members that he was honoured to be 
endorsed as their new president and grateful to the members for their trust 
and confidence. 
Geoff has been a member of the Cardiff RSL sub-Branch for the past 13 
years and has served as a Trustee for the past 5 years. He is committed to 
supporting serving members, veterans and their families, as well as 
promoting the values and traditions of the RSL. 
Geoff is a veteran of the Australian Defence Force, having served in the 
Active Army Reserve for over 30 years. ln that time he served in 
regimental, training and staff positions as a Warrant Officer and a 
Commissioned Officer. His last role was with the 2nd Division 
Headquarters as a staff officer with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. During 
his military career he has seen service in Malaysia, Hawaii and Papua 
New Guinea, where he was born and spent his early childhood.  
Geoff has previously served as a committee member and President of the 
‘Friends of the 2

nd
 Infantry Battalions Association’. This association has 

similar aims to the RSL with the key focus being supporting serving 
members of the Army Reserve. 
He is currently employed with the Australian Taxation Office in an 
information Governance role, where he oversees and coordinates policies 
that govern the management of information assets. 
Most of his roles in the ADF and civilian employment have focused on the 
development and implementation of strategic plans, enterprise risk 
management solutions, training needs analysis, corporate governance 
controls and compliance and mentoring. 
His vision for our sub-Branch us to increase membership, especially 
among contemporary veterans, enhance services and support to members 
and their families, and promote the spirit of mateship and commemoration. 
To achieve these goals Geoff seeks the help of everyone in the sub-
Branch and Auxiliary to ensure we have a strong, sustainable sub-Branch, 
during this period of considerable change. 
Geoff is married to Janelle and they have two children, Alice and Thomas. 
His leisure interests include jogging, gardening and military history. 

Sub Branch welcomes Mr Geoff Kelly into the position of President.  Mr Syd 

Lynch has now retired from the president’s position, he occupied during a 

after a long tenure in the position.  Geoff biography is attached for the 

information of members. 
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 Cardiff RSL sub Branch RSL Auxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie 

Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester 

Secretary  Paul Brien 

Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst 

Treasurer           Kerry Forrester 

Purchasing Officers Stella Brien 

Hi All from the Auxiliary, 

We are starting the planning of merchandise sales for Remembrance day. 

Volunteers will be out and about again selling badges and other assorted 

merchandise. 

Planning is now underway for the Christmas Auxiliary luncheon in 

November. Invitations are being sent out by end of August. Donations are 

being collected for raffles and tombalas etc  

Congratulations to the new Sub Branch committee members, we look 

forward to working with you to achieve the best result for the Sub Branch.  

The Cardiff RSL Sub branch caps have been selling well, at time of writing 

we still have about 10 left so if you would like one please see Paul, Kerry, or 

another Auxiliary member – don’t forget we have EFTPOS available. 

Once again the Monthly sub branch raffle is well patronised so to all those 

people who buy tickets thank you. 

More exciting news is that the Auxiliary is running an Outdoor Furniture 

Raffle with 7 superb prizes.  The licenced club has generously allowed us to 

display the prizes in the foyer and they will also sell tickets for us at 

Reception when Auxiliary members are not there. The tickets are $2 ea or 3 

for $5.  

The good news is that Pearl was able to attend the August Auxiliary meeting 

after a break with an injured back, hopefully her recovery can continue and 

we will see more of her. 

Until Next time be safe. 

Regards  

Paul Brien Secretary. 

See Auxiliary raffle prizes on page 51) 
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From time-to-time members approach the sub Branch asking what benefits 
they may be entitled to.  The question often relates to members who served 
in the Army Reserve or the Citizens Military Force (CMF) relative to medical 
treatment and the issue of a Veteran's card. 

 
Veteran White Card – Colloquially known as a white card it is being 
redesigned as the Veteran White Card.   
 

The card is available for:-   

i. A current or former Australian Defence Force (ADF) member, including 

reservists and cadets, with a service-related injury or condition 

accepted by DVA; or 

ii. A Commonwealth or Allied veteran with a service-related injury or 

condition accepted by your country of service. 
 
The card covers injuries suffered by all soldiers whether they served part or 
full time, and the injury was service related and accepted by DVA. It 
provides treatment for that particular injury only. 

 

iii. All mental health conditions. 

Available only for veterans with continuous full-time service or certain 
reserve service. 

 You may be eligible for a White Card to cover treatment for any mental 
health condition if you have at least one day of continuous full-time service 
(CFTS) with the ADF; or  

are a reservist and have completed disaster relief service, border protection 
service, or were involved in a serious service-related training accident. 

You may be eligible for a White Card to cover treatment for cancer 
(malignant neoplasm) or pulmonary tuberculosis if you have a diagnosis of 
cancer (malignant neoplasm) or pulmonary tuberculosis; and certain types 
of service with the ADF. 

If you think you should have a White Card but you have not received it, call 
DVA on 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) 

 

 

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/veteran-healthcare-cards/veteran-white-card
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/health-services/mental-health-care/non-liability-health-care-mental
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/health-services/mental-health-care/non-liability-health-care-mental
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/injury-or-health-treatments/free-treatment-cancer-and-pulmonary
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/injury-or-health-treatments/free-treatment-cancer-and-pulmonary
tel:1800-838-372
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Other relevant benefits for veterans you might want 

to explore. 
Defence Veterans' Covenant - The Australian Defence Veterans’ 
Covenant serves to recognise and acknowledge the unique nature of 
military service and the contribution of veterans and their families. The 
Covenant is supported by the Veteran Card, Lapel Pin and Oath. These 
provide the opportunity for Australians to identify veterans when they are 
not in uniform or wearing their medals and offer respect to them and their 
family. 

As a veteran, you can apply for the Defence Veterans' Covenant. This 
allows businesses and community groups to recognise your service and 
offer discounts, events or other help. 

https://recognition.dva.gov.au/  

Australian Partners of Defence (APOD)  - 
works with businesses and organisations of all 
sizes to deliver exclusive offers to its members 
that recognise and acknowledge the unique 
nature of their military service. APOD bridges 
the gap between businesses and the military 
community, by providing a platform so that 
veteran families know where to look to easily 

find and securely access your exclusive offers that are just for them. 

https://apod.com.au/about/business-partners/ 

  

AN ENGLISH BREAKFAST AN AMERICAN BREAKFAST 

https://recognition.dva.gov.au/
https://recognition.dva.gov.au/
https://apod.com.au/about/business-partners/
https://apod.com.au/about/business-partners/
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Passing of Major General ret.d Warren Glenny 

From Charlies Stevens OAM. 

General Warren Glenny had a special relationship with Newcastle and the 
Hunter Valley.  He was a Patron of both the ‘Friends of the 2nd Infantry 
Battalions’ (1999 to 2023) and Fort Scratchley Historical Society (2002 to 
2023).   

He supported and regularly attended Reserve Forces Day Parades in 
Newcastle and attended Newcastle’s Civic Park to deliver the ANZAC Day 
Address. 

His military career saw him Join the Royal NSW Lancers as a 
Regimental Cadet in November 1950. 

Commenced National Service in 1953 with 12 National Service Training 
Battalion. 

Served with the Royal NSW Lancers in most ranks from 1953.  He was 
commissioned in 1962.  He completed his term as Lieutenant Colonel and 
Commanding Officer in 1975. 

He was Commander of the 5th Brigade from 1984. 

He had a variety of promotions and postings on 
Regular and Reserve Headquarters. 

He was promoted in 1990 to Major General to 
command the 3rd Division with Headquarters in 
Melbourne. 

He then commanded the 2nd Division with 
Headquarters in Sydney - mostly fulltime as a 
Reservist from 1991 – 1994. 

During his service he had visits / periods in 
South Vietnam, The Federal German Republic, 
United Kingdom, Papua New Guinea, Malaya 
and Indonesia. 

General Glenny was a competent and popular 
leader who was highly respected in the various 
fields in which he worked or volunteered.   

Left: Major General Warren 

Glenny, Rear Admiral Peter 

Sinclair and Colonel Jim 

Hodgson. 

My wife accused me of being immature.   

I told her to get out of my fort. 
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Peter Sneesby and President Geoff Kelly were invitees to the 

Order of Australia Hunter Region Group morning tea on 

Saturday 26
th 

August 2023. 

Sub Branch member Jack McNaughton OAM and Judy 

McNaughton at the Order of Australia Hunter Region Group 

morning tea ad Cardiff RSL club on Saturday 26
th
 August 

2023. 

Photos by Charlie Stevens OAM 
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RSL apology to Vietnam Veterans. 
Acknowledgement to ABC News 

 

The president of the New South Wales Returned and 

Services League (RSL) is issuing a formal apology to 

veterans who were criticised and shunned by the 

organisation upon their return from the Vietnam War. 

Ray James, also a Vietnam War veteran, said some 

sub-branches or clubs initially rejected soldiers who 

fought in the conflict due to the belief they didn't fight in 

"a real war". 

Speaking ahead of Vietnam Veteran's Day on Friday, which marks 50 years 

since Australia withdrew from the war, Mr James says he wants to 

acknowledge the charity's past mistakes publicly. 

"I didn't experience that personally … however, I know that a lot of my fellow 

Vietnam veterans were refused entry to join the RSL movement," he said. 

"Over many years, that has hurt some of our veterans. 

Mr James said not everyone who fought in the conflict was mistreated, but 

many of those who were, have remained hurt by it today.  He says 4,800 

Vietnam veterans have signed up to the RSL in NSW, but more than 

8,000 are still not members. 
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During World War One the 

main training camps for 

Commonwealth troops 

completing final training 

before heading to the battle 

fields of France and Belgium 

was Larkhill in the Salisbury 

area of England, 

The village of Fovant with 

other surrounding villages 

were next to the chalk downs with covered the area.  Many of the soldiers 

carved their regimental badges into the hillside by uncovering the chalk into 

the design. 

At the end of the war there were twenty regimental badges visible on the 

side of the hill, the largest was the Australian Commonwealth Military 

Forces (Rising Sun) badge which measured 60 metres from one end to the 

other. 

Today local civilian workers from Fovant aided by individual regimental 

association maintain the badges.  During the second world war the badges 

were allowed to overgrow to disguise the landmark of the badges that 

would give locating assistance to enemy aircraft.  On the completion of that 

war the local Fovant Home Guard platoons formed themselves into the old 

Comrades Association and renew the maintenance of the badges. 

By 2000 there were only twelve badges still discernible, and the Fovant 

Badge society and successfully petitioned the English Heritage to have to 

badges scheduled as Ancient Monuments.  Now the badges are under the 

protection of the English Government. 

(Continued from page 3) 

The first shot of World War Two in Europe was fired 20 years, 

9 months, 19 days and 18 hours after the last shot of World 

War One. 
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In 1905 two ‘Walker’ Cannons of the 1840 era and declared obsolete, were 

sent to Newcastle 

from Victoria 

Barracks, Sydney. 

Placed just inside 

the gates at Tudor 

Street, they remain 

there until the war 

memorial was 

erected after World 

War One, when they 

were moved to their 

present location at the Steel Street entrance to the Park. 

The cannons are designated as M1840 cannons.  Engraved with the words, 

“Queen Victoria” and the Royal Coat of Arms, they are smoothbore muzzle 

loaders could fire a 2.8 kilogram round shot a distance of 1,393 metres from 

a 5 degree elevation. 

 

In 1938 there was some agitation by Hamilton locals to have the cannon 

removed saying that any sentiment associated with the cannon had long 

gone and they were now particularly popular with the local children as 

playground items.   
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Available from your RSL Sub-Branch. 

Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers 
 
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is 
laid-up in hospital and would like a visit from one of our Welfare Officers 
 
Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans 
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a deceased 
Veteran and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the member. 

 

 

 

The names of three unknown Australian soldiers, who died during some 
of the bloodiest fighting of World War 1, have been disclosed.  They are 
Privates Walter Grace and Edwin Gray, and Private Thomas Gibbens.  

 
They are the latest 

Australian soldiers who have 
now been identified through 
DNA science from mass 
graves of 250 Australian and 
British soldiers recovered in 
2009.  So far 168 of the 
unidentified soldiers have 
been identified. 

 
Privates Walter Grace and 

Edwin Gray of 8th Brigade were killed at Fromelles, France in 1916 where 
the soldiers were ordered to charge across open ground and into machine 
gun fire to take a heavily-fortified German position.  After the battle, the 
Germans buried 250 bodies Australians behind their lines.  There were 
more than 5,500 Australian casualties from the battle, including almost 
2,000 killed in action and 400 captured. 

 
Private Thomas Gibbens, of the 29th Battalion, was one of five unknown 

Australian soldiers discovered in the Belgian town of Westhoek during road 
works in 2006 and they were known as the Westhoek five.  They were 
killed together, buried on the battlefield together and disinterred together.  

 
With Private Gibbens’ formal identification, only one of the Westhoek 

Five remains unnamed and the case continues. 
 

Private Thomas Gibbens being laid to rest 
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Two things to make your day better: 

Do not watch the news. 

Stay off the bathroom scales. 

Nothing to Fear 

 
By a digger who was there 

 
Many compliments were thrown at the Digger, but few tickled us so much as 
the bouquet handed up by a Royal Garrison Artillery officer, whose battery 
had lost its guns when Fritz pushed too vigorously in March 1918.  
 
This battery had pulled into Franvillers to be refitted, and the day before they 

went back their O.C. addressed them.  After telling them of the grave situation 

of the Allied armies, and the tight corner In their own particular stretch of 

country, he finished up with this: "Remember there's absolutely no need for 

you to get the wind up. Since you came out of the line, two Australian 

Divisions have come down from the north. They will be in front of you, when 

you go back tomorrow."  

THE WHISPERING GUIDE by a digger who was there. 
 
On our way up to the line for the first time after arrival in France, having been 
ordered to relieve at Dickebusch. we met our guide at Renlnghelst. He 
Passed the order along in a whisper to follow him. We marched for about an 
hour, during which time all orders were whispered, and all equipment 
prevented from rattling or making any noise.  Then we were told to fall out for 
a few minutes rest. 
  
Our O.C. was astounded to see the guide take out a cigarette and light up in 
the open. He approached the guide and suggested that the light might expose 
the company's position to the Hun, at which the Guide retorted that everything 
was all right, as we were eight kilometres from the line. "Then." said the O.C.. 
"if we are so far from the line, why the hell were you whispering each time you 
gave the direction? "Whispering, be damned," replied the guide, "I have a 
bastard of a cold and have lost my voice."— 
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The cable sweater. 

The pattern of the knitted pullover worn be 

earlier fisherman carried a distinct pattern 

or cables.  There were there for a reason. 

During the 16th century, seafaring in Britain 

was booming and international trading was 

growing fast.  Men were spending more 

time at sea and their need of warm, thick, 

and hardy clothing was obvious. 

Wool was the choice and knitted pullovers 

prevailed becoming a cottage industry; a 

tightly knitted cable designed jumper was 

the go. 

Made with a 5-ply yarn the wool was oiled 

increasing its water resistance.  Known as 

the “seaman’s iron” it was designed with a 

slightly raised collar, sleeves short of the 

wrists and body length also slightly shorter, the cable patten was 

reproduced on the front and back of the sweater. 

Many of the cables were designed with the individual in mind, so knitted 

specific to that seaman.  It could have seafaring motifs such as ropes and 

nets, ladders, and anchors. Some communities even developed patterns 

specific to them, as a badge of honour for the seamen who wore them. 

More specific to the particular crew member, the individuality of the design 

was a means of identifying any seaman unfortunate to be lost at sea if the 

body was later recovered.  

If you lose a sock in the clothes dryer, it returns as a 

Tupperware lid that does not fit any container. 
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Must Have Their Joke 
By a digger who was there  published June 1950 

 
In July 1941, we were on our way by train from Bathurst. (N.S.W.) to 
Fremantle. Didn’t know where we were headed for, but the popular tip was 
Malaya. 
 
Strict secrecy was enjoined on the part of the men. Most were anxious to 
drop a parting line to relatives or friends, and it was the job of the officers in 
particular, the security officer, to see that no letters left the train during the 
journey. But our boys must have their fun, and the security officer was hard 
put to it to preserve his dignity when, he found, as he did more than once, 
that the letter he had galloped from one end of the train to the other to 
intercept was only a blank envelope.  
 
All the same, he stuck to his job, and put up with the chaffing of the troops in 
general and his brother officers in particular.  
 
But at one stop past Port Pirie, he excelled himself as he saw a civilian 
about to step aboard the troop train. "Hey, you!" he shouted from a distance 
as he ran up. "You're not allowed on this train." "Why?" said the civilian. 
"Because it's a troop train," came the reply. "Can't help that," said the 
civilian, "I'm going to travel on it just the same." "Oh, no you're not!" declared 
our security officer angrily. "Oh, yes I am!' said the civilian, "because if I'm 
not allowed on, the train doesn't go." "Why?" asked our bloke. "Well, I'm the 
guard," replied the civilian as he hopped nimbly aboard. 

TREAT FOR GENDARME 
By a digger wo was there 

Published in 1929 
 
We often hear about the odd jobs pushed on to country policemen, but they 
aren't in it with those of the village Constables in Belgium.  
 
One we met in a village near Charleroi used to repair the streets, sweep the 
gutters, clean and light the street lamps, as well as watch that the Diggers 
didn't rob the poultry yards.  
 
One night we took him to a Diggers' picture show in a motor truck. It was the 
first time he had seen the movies, and the first ride he had in anything but a 
Horse and dray. Little Belgium has its outback as well as Australia. 
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A bsent from the battlefield of Gallipoli, the only women were the 

nurses on the hospital ships off shore and in the field hospital at 

Lemnos and by 1920 Anzac Day services were seen as being 

male centric. 

This was not the case during World War One where women played a 

central role as nurses and ambulance drivers, and immediately after the 

war many nurses and Volunteer Aid Detachment workers known as VADs 

took part in peace parades to celebrate the end of the war.  Nurses also 

rode in cars with the men who were incapable of marching in the parades. 

From 1920 involvement of nurses and VADs in commemoration services 

became more obscure when authorities had difficulty as many had joined 

the nurses branches of the Returned Services League or RSILLA, and 

trying to decide an appropriate role for them in the Anzac Day ceremonies 

where the structure was Dawn Service, March, follow on, afternoon 

celebrations and reunions became dominate was a problem for the men. 

The problem here was that many women saw attending the actual RSL on 

Anzac Day being akin to entering the public bar of a hotel, which then was 

something no respectable women would do. 

Some States banned women from the march after they let it be known that 

its “for the boys only”. 

Festive atmosphere of Anzac Day 

Early Anzac days were seen more as a festive day with a memorial service 

followed by sporting events and demonstrations on local sporting grounds.  

But with the evolution of the ANZAC Day rituals of dawn services, sporting 

events and public recognition of veterans, the recognition of women 

declined. In locations where this decline was less evident than a banning, 

the women were relegated to march with the cadets and boy scouts. 

In Melbourne by the late 1920s, nurses themselves replaced the 

traditional dawn service with their own morning pilgrimage to the Edith 

Cavell monument on St. Kilda Road where they laid wreaths and 

blossoms in tribute.  

Edith was an English nurse, a popular heroine who was executed by the 

Germans in World War One for assisting Allied soldiers escaping from 

the Germans.   When the Nurses’ Memorial Centre was established after 
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World War II, the nurses created their own Memorial Day at that location 

in the week preceding Anzac Day. There, nurses could reunite with old 

friends and share common memories and continue to do so to this day. 

Adelaide in 1923, nurses started their long tradition of marching on Anzac 

Day when, with returned sailors and soldiers, they marched from the 

Returned Services headquarters to the Women's War Memorial, some 

two kilometres. 

However, as stated, originally the parade was not the primary focus of 

Anzac Day; there were just special commemoration services and church 

services held in honour of the fallen, and often not on the day itself but on 

Anzac eve when men and women could attend without requiring time off 

work.  

Just as soldiers met with their units, this was when members of Returned 

Army Nurses’ Clubs met for their annual reunion and laid wreaths to 

commemorate their colleagues who had not returned. 

These days, rightly so, female nurses and veterans take part in the 

parade on Anzac Day alongside their male counterparts. 

 

(Continued from page 18) 

Nurses assisting wounded from Gallipoli at Sydney’s first 

ANZAC DAY 1916. 
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Australian involved conflicts have seen the men and women of Newcastle 

and the Hunter region answer the call.  While many have served and made 

the supreme sacrifice, only three soldiers of the region have been awarded 

the Victoria Cross.  Two were from Wallsend. 

Lieutenant Clarence Smith Jeffries VC. 
He was born at Wallsend NSW in 1894 

and attended school at Dudley and 

Newcastle including Waratah High.  He 

joined the militia at 14 years old and then 

the 14
th
 Hunter River Infantry CMF in 1912 

where he was promoted through the ranks 

to commissioned rank in 1914.  At that 

time, he was working as an apprentice 

mining engineer and surveyor at Abermain.  

At the commencement of World War One 

he was mobilised for home defence duties 

and utilised as an instructor for the AIF at 

the Newcastle and Liverpool camps. 

He joined the AIF in 1916 as a platoon 

commanded in the 34
th
 Battalion AIF at Maitland.  Serving with the battalion 

in their first major battle at Messines Belgium in July 1917, he suffered a 

machinegun wound to his left thigh.  While recuperating in July 1917 he 

was promoted to captain. 

On the 12
th
 October 1917 he was the Officer commanding B company in 

the attack on the ridge of Passchendaele where the troops advanced 

through a boggy marsh terrain.  While leading his troops in an attack 

against heavy machine gun emplacements, he was hit and killed by a 

machine gun round. 

For most conspicuous bravery in attack, when his company was held up by 

enemy machine gun fire from concrete emplacements. Organising a party, 

[Captain Jeffries] rushed one emplacement, capturing four machine guns 

and 35 prisoners. He then led his company forward under extremely heavy 

enemy artillery barrage and enfilade machine gun fire to the objective. 

Later, he again organised a successful attack on a machine gun 

emplacement, capturing two machine guns and thirty more prisoners. This 
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gallant officer was killed during the attack, but it was entirely due to his 

bravery and initiative that the centre of the attack was not held up for a 

lengthy period. His example had a most inspiring influence. 

Captain Jeffries Victoria Cross is on display at Christ Church Cathedral in Newcastle, as 
bequest by his mother, Barbara Jeffries. Newcastle Museum also holds Jeffries miniature V.C. 
(all medals are awarded with a miniature as well) and copies of his citation are on display.  

He is honoured in many memorials around the Hunter Region including: 

Wallsend in the park opposite the Bowling Club as well as one in Federal Park. 
Dudley Public School Roll of Honour.  
Jeffries Park, Abermain.  
Abermain Bowling Club. 
Jeffries/Curry Memorial in Sandgate Cemetery. 
Waratah High School Hall Honour Roll, relocated from original Newcastle High School, now 

Newcastle East Public School.  

Clarence Jeffries VC Estate – Defence Force Housing in Adamstown. 

 

William Matthew Currey VC 
He was born at Wallsend NSW in 1895 the 

son of William Robert Currey, and his wife 

Mary Ellen, née Lang. Educated at Dudley 

and Plattsburg Public schools, he moved to 

Leichhardt, Sydney, and found employment 

as a wireworker. After the outbreak of World 

War one he twice attempted to enlist without 

his parents’ consent, giving a false age, but 

was discovered and discharged.  

Succeeding in enlisting in October 1916 he 

was taken on strength with the 53
rd

 Battalion AIF seeing action throughout 

France and Belgium including the AIF victory at Polygon Woods.   

The battalion was heavily involved in the taking of Peronne when Private 

Curry’s action saw him awarded the Victoria Cross. 

His citation reads, 

For most conspicuous bravery and daring in the attack on Peronne on the 

morning of 1st September 1918. When the battalion was suffering heavy 

casualties from a 77mm field gun at very close range, Private Currey, 

(Continued on page 22) 

Ed. Note: A caution is offered as to the accuracy of the locations of these memorials as to 
whether they are still current. 
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without hesitation, rushed forward under intense machine gun fire and 

succeeded in capturing the gun single handed after killing the entire crew. 

Later, when the advance of the left flank was checked by an enemy strong 

point, Private Currey crept around the flank and engaged the post with a 

Lewis gun. Finally, he rushed the post single handed, causing many 

casualties. It was entirely owing to his gallant conduct that the situation was 

relieved, and the advance enabled to continue. Subsequently, he 

volunteered to carry orders for the withdrawal of an isolated company, and 

this he succeeded in doing despite shell and rifle fire, returning later with 

valuable information. Throughout the operations his striking example of 

coolness, determination, and utter disregard of danger had a most inspiring 

effect on his comrades, and his gallant work contributed largely to the 

success of the operations. 

The day following this action that resulted in his Victoria Cross, he was 

gassed.  Wounded in action, he spend the following months in hospital in 

England. 

Regarding his success in getting orders to the isolated Company commanded 

by Lieutenant Waite, the Australian official war historian, Charles Bean, 

described the final act of Currey's heroism: "At 3 am when efforts to reach Lt 

Waite in an advanced position having failed Private Currey volunteered to make 

his third attempt and going out far into the disputed front he stood up and called 

with all his lung power. "Waitsy! Get in." The Germans turned on him every 

weapon they had; he was gassed, and his respirator was shot through. But Waite 

had heard him and returned.”  

Returned to Australia he was discharged on the 2
nd

 April 1919. 

Currey VC returned to Military life – in 1930 he served two years with the 

45
th
 Battalion CMF and then in the Australian Instructional Corps as a 

sergeant instructor between 1940 and 1941. 

He was successful in being elected twice as by the Labor member for 

Kogarah and was the only Victoria Cross recipient to sit in the NSW 

Parliament.  In April while sitting in Parliament he collapsed and died three 

days later from a coronary disease.  He was 52 years old. 

Ed Note:  In 1976 the Jeffries and Currey Memorial Library was opened by 

Sir Roden Cutler the governor of NSW at the Dudley School to honour the 

two Dudley School pupils who were decorated with the Victoria Cross. 
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Mark Gregory Strang Donaldson VC 
Trooper Donaldson was born at Waratah on the 

2
nd

 April 1979 the son of a Vietnam Veteran. 

Growing up in Dorrigo his father died of a heart 

attack in 1995 and he became a legacy ward.  

Moving to Sydney in 1998 his mother 

disappeared presumed murdered. 

He enlisted into the Australian Army on 18 June 

2002 and entered recruit training at the Army 

Recruit Training Centre, Kapooka, NSW where 

he demonstrated an early aptitude for soldiering and was awarded the 

prizes for best shot and best at physical training in his platoon. Attached to 

the Royal Australian Infantry Corps he was posted to the school of infantry 

at Singleton before a posting to 1 RAR in Townsville. 

In February 2004, he successfully completed the Special Air Service 

Regiment selection course and was posted to the regiment in May 2004 and 

deployed on operations to East Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

On 12 August 2008, Trooper Donaldson was wounded in action whilst 

conducting nighttime operations in Oruzgan Province, Afghanistan. He 

recovered from his wounds and continued on the deployment.  

He was then involved in an incident on 2 September 2008 in Oruzgan 

Province, Afghanistan that resulted in him being awarded the Victoria Cross 

for Australia.  

His citation reads, 

On 2 September 2008, during the conduct of a fighting patrol, Trooper 

Donaldson was travelling in a combined Afghan, US and Australian vehicle 

convoy that was engaged by a numerically superior, entrenched and 

coordinated enemy ambush. The ambush was initiated by a high volume of 

sustained machine gun fire coupled with the effective use of rocket 

propelled grenades. Such was the effect of the initiation that the combined 

patrol suffered numerous casualties, completely lost the initiative and 

became immediately suppressed. It was over two hours before the convoy 

was able to establish a clean break and move to an area free of enemy fire. 

In the early stages of the ambush, Trooper Donaldson reacted 

(Continued on page 24) 
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spontaneously to regain the initiative. He moved rapidly between alternate 

positions of cover engaging the enemy with 66mm and 84mm anti-armour 

weapons as well as his M4 rifle. During an early stage of the enemy 

ambush, he deliberately exposed himself to enemy fire in order to draw 

attention to himself and thus away from wounded soldiers. This selfless act 

alone bought enough time for those wounded to be moved to relative safety. 

As the enemy had employed the tactic of a rolling ambush, the patrol was 

forced to conduct numerous vehicle manoeuvres, under intense enemy fire, 

over a distance of approximately four kilometres to extract the convoy from 

the engagement area. Compounding the extraction was the fact that 

casualties had consumed all available space within the vehicles. Those who 

had not been wounded, including Trooper Donaldson, were left with no 

option but to run beside the vehicles throughout. During the conduct of this 

vehicle manoeuvre to extract the convoy from the engagement area, a 

severely wounded coalition force interpreter was inadvertently left behind. 

Of his own volition and displaying complete disregard for his own safety, 

Trooper Donaldson moved alone, on foot, across approximately 80 metres 

of exposed ground to recover the wounded interpreter. His movement, once 

identified by the enemy, drew intense and accurate machine gun fire from 

entrenched positions. Upon reaching the wounded coalition force 

interpreter, Trooper Donaldson picked him up and carried him back to the 

relative safety of the vehicles then provided immediate first aid before 

returning to the fight. On subsequent occasions during the battle, Trooper 

Donaldson administered medical care to other wounded soldiers, whilst 

continually engaging the enemy. 

Trooper Donaldson’s acts of exceptional gallantry in the face of accurate 

and sustained enemy fire ultimately saved the life of a coalition force 

interpreter and ensured the safety of the other members of the combined 

Afghan, US and Australian force. Trooper Donaldson’s actions on this day 

displayed exceptional courage in circumstances of great peril. His actions 

are of the highest accord and are in keeping with the finest traditions of the 

Special Operations Command, the Australian Army and the Australian 

Defence Force. 

So, who is this “Moderation” everyone keeps telling me to 

drink with? 
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Australian Victoria Cross  being offered for sale 

Corporal John French (1914-1942) joined the AIF in World War Two and 

served in Britain, Egypt, and Libya. By the time he was sent to Papua in 

August 1942, he was an experienced infantry non-commissioned officer. 

 

In early September French's company of 2/9th Battalion came across 

Japanese positions near Goroni in Milne Bay they were 

held up by intense fire from three 

machine-gun posts. Ordering his own 

section to take cover, French successfully 

assaulted two positions with grenades. 

He then attacked the third with a sub-

machine gun but finally fell dead in front 

of the enemy gun pit. He is buried in the 

Port Moresby (Bomana) War Cemetery.  

Awarded the Victoria Cross posthumously for actions 

he performed aged 28 the Cross remains in the hands of his family nut has 

now been offered for sale by auction in Sydney in 2023. 

Valued at least one million dollars two nieces of the family now 

superintending the medal have decided to sell it stating, “because there is a 

lot of responsibility in safeguarding the Victoria Cross”. 

It is hoped that the medal after sale remains in Australia. 
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1. We've never done it before. 

2. Nobody else has ever done it. 

3. We've always done it this way. 

4. Why change - it's working OK. 

5. It can't be done. 

6. I don't like it. 

7. Your right, but ...  

8. We're not ready for it.  

9. It needs more thought.  

10. Members won't accept it. 

11. It won't work. 

12. It's impossible.  

13. You can't teach an old dog new tricks.  
14. We can't take the chance. 
15. We're doing all right as it is. 

Don’t believe everything you think. 

Nothing spoils a 

good story like 

the arrival of an 

eyewitness. 

 
~Mark Twain 
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Don’t be ashamed of who you are.  That’s your parent’s job. 

The best selling 

magazine in the 

Middle East 

When it rains and rain drops keep falling on your head. 
Enjoy a shower of rain?   

Well, if you have 2.54 mm of rain, 1 Inch in the old terms, across one 

hectare of your land, say a smite more than the size of a football field, as 

a hectare measures 100m x 100m.  You will have two hundred fifty-four 

cubic metres of water covering that size block. 

Since 1 cubic metre of water weighs 1,000 kilograms, you now have 

254,000 kilograms of water on your land, or to put is more clearly, you 

have 254 tonnes of water there.  Heavier than what you initially thought? 

Well for more fun, consider the weight of water on a square kilometre – 

which is 10 hectares; or 1000 metres x 1000 metres.  

You now have an annoying 2,540 tonnes falling on the ground.  If you are 

not metric savvy, that equates to 2,500 ton from one inch of rain over the 

1000m x 1000m field. 
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The tin is part of Australia's wartime history. During World War Two, mothers 

and wives would bake their 

absent husbands and sons a 

fruit cake, which they would 

then place in a 'Soldier's Tin' 

and ship to their loved one at 

war. 

It was so commonplace that the 

Australian War Memorial has a 

newspaper clipping of a fruit 

cake recipe from the war years. 

The recipe gives instructions to "pour into a soldier's tin" and "seal the outside 

edge with a piece of adhesive tape before packing". 

One of the most recognisable 'Soldier's Cake Tins' is from Willow, which is 

reported to have manufactured thousands of cake tins in Australia. 

Daphne Turner was one of the many Australian women who baked a fruit cake 

and sent it to her husband. Her husband, known to everyone only as 'Snakes' 

because of his passion for collecting snakes, served with Australia's 2/4th 

Commando Company in Borneo, Tarakan and New Guinea-during World War 

Two. 

She would send him a fruit cake. He would eat it and return the empty tin, and 

then she would bake him another. The cycle continued the entire time he was 

at war. It is said that her cake was so popular among some of the Australian 

Commandos that if Snakes wasn't around when it was delivered, his friends 

would open the parcel and help themselves. 

When soldiers are deployed overseas or are serving at war, sending them a 

parcel is much more than just sending them goods. It sends a message: we miss 

you; we're thinking of you, we care about you.  The parcels boost morale and 

provide a little bit of comfort in often harsh and hostile environments. 

When Snakes returned to Australia and retired from the Army, his Soldier's 

Cake Tin was retired too. 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Some 60 years later, in Iraq in 2003, Marcus Thompson, a former Commando 

who at the time was a Lieutenant 

Colonel serving with the Australian 

national  headquarters in Baghdad, 

received an unexpected, round, heavy 

package wrapped in calico. 

Curious and intrigued, he searched for a 

pair of scissors to cut open the 

packaging. When he did, he 

immediately recognised the tin. It was 

old and vintage-looking. The word 

Willow was sprawled across the lid. It 

had slight dents and dings, evidence 

that it had enjoyed a previous life. 

Marcus recognised it as a Soldier's Cake 

Tin from World War Two. But what he 

did not recognise was the sender's 

details. Who was Daphne Turner? Why 

had she sent him a fruit cake? 

There was, however, a handwritten note 

that said something along the lines of: 

"Dear Marcus, 

You don't know me, but my daughter 

works with your mother. My husband was a Commando in World War Two and I 

would send these cakes to him when he was away. The rules are that you have to 

share the cake with your mates and return the cake tin to me and I will refill it." 

Following the instructions, once Marcus had shared the cake around, he sent 

the empty tin back to Daphne, who then baked him another cake. The 

tradition continued. 

When Marcus returned from Iraq, he travelled down to Victoria to meet 

Daphne. He had greatly appreciated her kind, caring and generous gesture. 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Daphne's fruit cake had provided Marcus and his colleagues in Iraq great joy, 

just like it had no doubt provided to her husband and his friends in Borneo 

and New Guinea. 

When Marcus deployed to East Timor in 2006 Daphne once again sent him 

fruit cakes in the same trusty Soldier's Cake Tin. And she did so again when 

Marcus deployed to Afghanistan for 12 months in 2013. 

Her fruit cake became legendary with the Australian Commandos in 

Afghanistan. There is even a picture of several soldiers standing around the 

package, eagerly waiting for the cake to be opened. 

Each time she sent Marcus the cake, he would send her back the empty tin 

with a handwritten note. Over the years, and through the deployments, 

Marcus and Daphne became good friends. When she turned 100 last year, 

Marcus was there to help her celebrate. 

"The veteran community is really special," Marcus said. 

"This story is a great example of how military families and associations 

support each other." 

Two years ago, Marcus retired from Australian Army after 34 years of service, 

and Daphne sent him the cake tin once more. This time it was empty and sent 

to his house with a note that said, "You have both completed your final tours 

of duty - the tin retires with you". 

Not long afterwards Daphne died peacefully in her sleep, dying as she lived, 

with no nonsense. 

The Soldier's Cake Tin now takes pride of place in Marcus' study. 

(Continued from page 29) 

I’m not old. 

I’m 25 plus shipping and handling. 
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During both world wars, Soldiers who returned from active service 

overseas were issued with a Returned from Active Service (RAS) badge, 

while others who served but did not leave the 

country were not eligible. 

Anomalies prevailed. For example, AIF soldiers who 

were dispatched to Western Australia in defence of 

the country against a possible attack there were 

returned to the East coast.  Their numbers were 

split so that some returned by ship around the great 

Australian bight, while others were transported by 

rail.  Those who were on the ships were eligible for 

a RAS badge as it was argued they travelled in 

dangerous waters exposed to attack by Japanese 

submarines while those on the train were not. 

Any number of the AIF served in country, while others did travel to locations 

in the islands, i.e. Port Moresby after the Japanese threat had been 

quashed, and seeing no action and little threat were entitled to the RAS. 

Accordingly, The General Service Badge was issued to persons who 

served full-time for a period of 28 days or more, continuously or in 

aggregate, and discharged without becoming eligible for the Returned from 

Active Service Badge during World War II. 

Real headlines published in Newspapers 

1. Boy Scouts to accept gay boys in through the back door 

2. Ban On Soliciting Dead in Trotwood  

3. Cronulla Residents Can Drop Off Trees . 

4. Is There A Ring Of Debris Around Uranus? 

5. Enraged Cow Injures Farmer with Axe. 

6. Plane Too Close To Ground, Crash Probe Told  

https://www.defence.gov.au/node/205
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Conflict in the ongoing Russo Ukrainian War while ongoing has it unique 

side, when a Ukrainian soldier in his mid

-20s was admitted to hospital to have a 

live 40 mm Russian VOG grenade 

removed from his chest.  These are 

launched from grenade launchers with a 

range of 400 metres. 

Operated on by Surgeon Major General 

Andrei Verba of the Ukrainian army who 

said it was on of the most difficult 

operations he had performed due to the 

threat of detonation as he had to operate without the use of 

electrocoagulation i.e. the use of an electric current to control bleeding 

and remove unwanted tissue.  Being successfully removed, it was handed 

to two sappers in the operating theatre to dispose. 

Do you know what this is?  Ideas?  Some thinking time perhaps?. 

(Answer on page 49) 
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Battle of Hamel still considered 'turning point' 

By Penny McLintock, ABC News, 4 July 2008 

Updated by Charles Stevens, August 2023 

One hundred and five years ago, Allied forces on the Western Front 

launched an all-arms battle against the Germans south of the River 

Somme. 

The Battle of Hamel on July 4, 1918 lasted only 93 minutes but it was 

the turning point for Allied victory in World War I.  Led by Australian Corps 

Commander Lieutenant General John Monash, three Australian infantry 

Brigades, the 4th, 6th and 11th along with British and American soldiers 

captured the village of Hamel near Amiens.  It was the first time the Allied 

forces coordinated an all-arms battle with tanks, aircraft, artillery and 

machine guns. 

Historian Nigel Steel, from the Australian War Memorial, says the 

coordinated approach provided a model for larger offensives during August 

and September which ultimately lead to victory in November 1918. 

"What you see over the course of 1916 and '17 and '18, is a very painful 

but positive learning process whereby all of these tactics [and] new 

weapons are brought to the field," he said. 

"Hamel, certainly from the British and Commonwealth point of view, is 

the first time in which these all come together very, very successfully."   

Mr Steel says the battle represented a moment of realisation.  "The 

significance of Hamel rests not really in the size of the victory or the 

territory that it gained but in the fact that it showed how to fight a battle," he 

said.  "For the history of the First World War, pretty much Hamel stands at 

the top of the learning process.  "It represents the moment at which people 

realised how they were going to fight the battles. 

"Through the conduct of that particular battle, people realised they were 

going to be able to do this on a larger scale and inflict greater damage 

which is what happened a month later at the beginning of August." 

Well planned, the Battle of Hamel was aimed at straightening the front 

line and maintaining pressure on the Germans.  Mr Steel says it was a 

"short and sweet" battle because of Lieutenant General Monash's 

extensive planning. 

"One of the things he did was he was insistent that everybody talk to 

each other and he introduced a very effective communication though a 
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series of conferences so that everybody knew what everybody else was 

doing," he said.  "They all knew their part in the battle and when he got it 

going he was able to bring them all to play at the same time. 

"It was a relatively compact battle and given the size of the 

bombardment which began - the fact that it was led forward by tanks and 

that the aircraft were an integral part of keeping the security of the battlefield 

- meant that all of the objectives that the Australians were aiming for were 

taken extremely quickly." 

The Australians suffered about 1,400 casualties during the battle.  

Ed Note:  The planning mythology of Monash created change in the 

thinking of the British High Command and his planning processed were still 

referred to during World War Two in the Army training pamphlets he wrote 

titled “100 Hints for Company Commanders” and “3 principles of 

Arrangement for Battle”. 

Troops DRINK – Fire orders 

By a digger who was there  published 1946. 

The 26
th
 Machine Gun Regiment in 

Wimmera one parade when the 

Warrant Officer was giving the 

lecture on rifle work and the 

methods of fire control orders, 

He gave them the acronym 

D.R.I.N.K, which he said means, 

Designation, Range, Indication, 

Number of Rounds and Kind of fire, 

Pointing to one of the recruits 

asked, “Now, what orders would 

you give to the troops on patrol?” 

Thinking for a minute, response, 

“Well Sir, I would say “Troop 

DRINK!”  Bringing down the house. 

On this day in 1951 Australia, 

New Zealand and the United 

States signed the ANZUS 

mutual defence treaty to 

protect the security of the 

Pacific Region. 
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Things war movies get wrong. 
Hollywood still manages to get some things wrong. 

Pulling the pin of a grenade with teeth can be prevalent.  However safety 

pins on grenades are meant to be hard to pull out.  

Generally, the soldier is taught to hold the pin, fingers 

through the ring, and pull the grenade AWAY from the pin.  

Massive fire ball of grenade explosion. 

Hollywood likes explosions, Grenades do not cause huge 

fireballs, they launch metal pieces with effective ranges up to 

20 metres.  The grenade does not make a massive fireball. 

Throwing the grenade back. 
Hollywood likes to show the hero picking up a grenade from the ground and 

returning it.  Grenade fuses are set so there are only a few seconds between 

the striker pin activating the fuse as it is thrown by the leaver on the outside 

of the grenade being released when thrown.  O a M26 grenade that time is 

about 4 seconds.  Consider the throw time through the air to land, and the 

time it remains on the ground to be picked up and returned, that 4 seconds  

can be absorbed and the grenade detonates.  Solders on the receiving end 

have little time to react, go to the grenade, pick it up and throw. 

Silencers 
There is hot such thing as a true silencer. Better known as a sound 

suppressor it will lessen the sound when fired but will not be the silent killer 

depicted in movies. 

A revolver cannot be fitted with a silencer.  Having a cylinder to barrel gap 

sound escapes through the vent. 

Some movies show the silencer being fitted to the 

revolver being screw inside the barrel.   Illogical as the 

bullet existing the barrel requires all of the diameter of 

the barrel that cannot be restricted by anything 

screwed inside the barrel. 

Ammunition can be expended. 
Soldiers and police officers are trained on the awareness of emptying 

magazines and rapid reloading techniques. 
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Recoil is real and it can hurt. 
Experienced gun users are aware of this and the need to correctly hold, aim 

and fire. 

A gunshot does not actually knock the victim backwards and into the air or 

across the room. 

Even a 7.62 mm round or a 40 Cal pistol round will not – if it did have the 

momentum to knock you backwards, then it would most likely pass right 

through you. 

Bullet proof vests are not bullet proof. 
They are bullet resistant.  Their purpose is to show the round before it has a 

chance to penetrate the skin.  Being hit wearing a vest can still leave the 

wearer shocked and bruised, and possibly suffering internal bleeding, 

cracked ribs along with pain. 

It’s only a shoulder wound. 
In movies if the hero is wounded it is typically to the shoulder, but it is 

shrugged off and on with the show.  In reality a shoulder wound can be 

deadly as the area holds several important arteries, joints nerves and the 

collarbone.  Te brachial arterial is the main artery of the arm and the bundle 

of nerves called the brachial plexus controls arm function.  Being shot there 

can be a devastating injury with the potential of a permanent injury leading 

to a loss of blood and a permanent inactive arm. 

Guns going off when dropped. 
To people who have little or no experience with firearms the thought of an 

accidental discharge can be prominent.  Movies traditionally take this fear 

to the limits by showing a weapon discharging when dropped.  In reality 

modern firearms are manufactured with built in safety features that 

eradicate the accidental firing of a weapon when dropped. 

Clapping is literally hitting yourself because you like 

something. 
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Captain of RMS Titanic. 

Edward John Smith RD RNR was a British Naval officer who served as 

master of many White Star Line, the line had become the most prominent 

shipping line in the world providing passenger and 

cargo services between the British Empire and the 

Unites States. 

At the age of 13 he started his seafaring career as 

an apprentice before joining the White Star Line in 

1880, and his first command in 1887.   

As he rose in seniority Smith gained a reputation 

amongst passengers and crew for quiet 

flamboyance. Some passengers would only sail the 

Atlantic in a ship commanded by him.  

As the most senior Captain in the White Star 

fleet, it became routine for Smith to command the 

line's newest ships on their maiden voyages. It was, therefore, no surprise 

that Smith took the Titanic on her maiden voyage in April 1912. 

 This responsibility was rewarded with a salary of £1,250 per year and a no

-collision bonus of $200. Because of his position as a Commander in the 

Royal Naval Reserve Smith had the distinction of being able to fly the Blue 

Duster of the R.N.R., most ships flew the Red Duster of the merchant 

marine. 

Smith was married to Eleanor, and they had a young daughter Helen 

Melville. The family lived in an imposing red brick, twin-gabled house 

"Woodhead" on Winn Road, Portswood, Southampton.  He died with the 

Titanic aged 62 years. 

Rabbits 
An Australian pest for anyone who did not like a rabbit casserole, millions 

plagued the Nation thanks to their original Adam and Eves of just 5 rabbits 

who arrived in the colony with the First Fleet in 1788. 

Then in 1859 a sportsman grazier Thomas Austin imported a further 24 that 

were released on his property in Victoria to be hunted for sport. 

https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/titanic-victim/edward-john-smith.html
https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/titanic-victim/edward-john-smith.html
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Facts of the Titanic 

On the morning of the impact a life boat drill was cancelled. 

All 700 third passengers on the ship shared two toilets. 

Three dogs made it onto life boats. 

The Titanic had its own daily newspaper. 

There was a closer ship the Carpathia capable of rescuing. 

The Titanic carried 3,500 bags of mail; the designation RMS is Royal 

Merchant Ship. 

Only 340 bodies were recovered after the disaster. 

The Titanic had a heated saltwater swimming pool on deck. 

Of 885 crew, 23 were women. 

The last survivor died in 2009 being a 9-week-old at the time of sinking. 

There were 13 honeymooning couples on the voyage. 

One of the survivors was the drunken ships baker. 

The lookouts had not been issued binoculars that were locked away. 

First newspapers reporting said no lives were lost. 

A women saved the life of a 22-year-old man in her lifeboat by putting a 

shawl over his head. 

The Nazis made a propaganda movie of the sinking chastising British class 

society and portrayed a German officer as the hero. 

The Titanic was 13 nautical miles (24 kilometres) from the position it 

gave in its distress signal. 

A single Boeing 777 engine delivers twice as much 

Horsepower than all the Titanic's engines at full power. 



                                                                                                                                                    The Busted Bugle September2023 Edition  

Page 39 

W ell known for his comedic antics, Alfred Hawthorne Hill served 

in the British army during World war two. 

Better known as Benny Hill, who in the summer of 

1940 at the height of the bombing Blitz on London he 

arrived Waterloo aged 17 years old.  He had come in 

from Eastleigh where he actually did have a horse 

and cart milk run, and with an ambition to make it as 

a comic performer.  But having to nightly sleeping in 

bomb shelters after receiving rejections from a 

number of variety theatres, he did manage to get a 

roustabout job in a new revue. 

Working there for the year and at the age of 18 years he was eligible for 

conscription. While he was having such a good time in his personal life, he 

naively through that by being in a revue and travelling around the 

countryside he could pretend he never received his callup papers. 

This worked well until November 1942 when the revue was performing 

at the New Theatre in Cardiff, two MPs arrived at the stage door and he 

was ‘strongly advised’ to surrender himself to the Army. 

With the month Alf Hill found himself a private in the Royal Electrical 

and Mechanical Engineers as a driver and mechanic. 

Alfie played no real part in the war however he was taught to drive, yet 

he was to never own a car or drive in civilian life. 

Not long after VE Day, and when he was in London on leave, 

Hill applied to be part of the services’ touring revue called Stars in 

Battledress.  

There was one problem: he didn’t have ‘an act’, and he had just twenty-

four hours to create one. For inspiration he walked to the Windmill Theatre 

on Great Windmill Street in Soho where he saw an entertainer,  a man 

called Peter Waring whose scripts were written by Frank Muir, who was still 

serving with the Royal Air Force.  Hill would later say: ‘these two were the 

biggest influence on my life. 

The rest we all know. 

Some people drive as if they are anxious to have their accident 
quickly and get it over with.  
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Why were whistles used in the trenches of the Great War. 
 

The British army was the first to use whistles on the World War One front 

and in the trenches where shouted commands in the horrendous noise of 

battle and shelling could go unheard, and trench whistles were seen as 

the answer. 

 The whistles were made by J. Hudson & Company in Birmingham, 

England, a company which was later bought out by ACME Whistles and 

who continues to manufacture whistles today. 

The original whistle was not made for the 

trenches; they were originally manufactured 

in 1875 for the London Metropolitan Police 

and were known as “Pig Nose” or the 

“Glasgow Police Call.” Many police officers 

at the time attributed their safety on duty to 

these whistles. 

During the War the production of whistles 

changed when J. Hudson & Company 

created the first military whistle, called the Hudson Officer’s Trench whistle 

which had the name J Hudson and Birmingham stamped along with the 

date. 

They were provided to higher ranking officers and 

had a leather lanyard or strap which was used to 

keep the whistle from being lost. The initial trench 

whistle had an average size of 3.15 inches in 

length and two-thirds of an inch in diameter. 

The whistles were used to coordinate movements 

of troops where commands could be relayed down 

the trenches with greater efficiency when the 

noise of battle overpowered vocal shouted orders, the sharp shrill from the 

whistles was a better option to communicate trench commands; it was a 

sound not fond at the front. 

The whistle sound was one used most often to signal going over the top, 

while whistles were also used to alert artillerymen that their guns were 

about to fire so they could avoid injury from the recoil. 

(Continued on page 41) 

An American Acme Thunderer 
Whistle 

 Whistle from the attack on Lone pine 1915. 
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While the British military was the first to use whistles in the trenches of the 

War, their use soon spread to the Commonwealth Forces fighting 

alongside.   

When the Americans arrived their troops also made use of whistles 

provided to both commissioned and non-commissioned officers.  

The shape of these whistles was different to the British whistles looking 

more like what people think of as a modern whistle; they were made of 

brass and had a cork ball inside which produced the whistling noise. 

Different whistle designs were provided to the different commanders in the 

American army. A battalion commander would have a siren whistle while a 

company commander had a kinglet whistle. Platoon and squad leaders 

would be provided with Thunderer whistles. This allowed soldiers to 

determine who the commands on the battlefield were coming from. 

Stories of whistles from the front not only provide information about their 

use in trench commands, but also tell tales of how whistles saved the lives 

of soldiers. One of these soldiers was Corporal Clucas who fought with the 

Royal Field Artillery. In France in 1915 he was hit by enemy fire, but was 

miraculously spared when a bullet bounced off the brass whistle he was 

carrying, though sadly this did not prolong his life greatly as he was killed 

during the battle of Passchendaele in 1917. 

As whistles become more common on the WWI battlefields, the demand for 

them increased forcing the British government to seize control of the 

factory in Birmingham where the whistles were manufactured to ensure 

production continued.  

When a kid says, "Daddy, I want mommy," that's the kid version 

of, "I'd like to speak to your supervisor."  

Just once I want a username and password prompt to say 

CLOSE ENOUGH. 
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ADF Captain's choice to wear female army uniform overhauls 
gender diverse policy in 2023 

 
Acknowledgement to ABC News 
 
When Captain Jesse Noble realised 
‘they’ were gender diverse, it "was kind 
of like getting hit in the face with a 
truck".    "I really associate with both 
genders," Captain Noble said. 
At 35 years old, ‘they’ had spent ‘their’ 
entire life in the Pentecostal Church. 
‘They’ were married with kids and a 
Captain in the Australian Army. 
‘‘Their’’ life seemed completely at odds 
with a genuine expression of ‘their’ 
gender identity.  "I was very closeted 

about it," Captain Noble said. 
In February, Captain Noble took ‘their’ heart in 
‘their’ hands and fronted up to ‘their’ boss at Darwin's First Combat 
Signals Regiment.  ‘They’ said, “I’m gender diverse. I'm non-binary, 
and I am going to be opting for the female uniform." 
Captain Noble told ‘their’ boss the female dress standards provided 
a greater range of gender expression in terms of who ‘they’ were 
as a person but according to army rules, non-binary and intersex 
people are not entitled to choose ‘their’ uniforms. 
Not knowing how the request would be received, Captain Noble 
pushed on.  "That's a really important step for me," ‘they’ said, "And 
I think it's an important step for the army as well."  Captain Noble's 
boss gave immediate interim approval to wear the female uniform, 
and the request was then escalated up the chain of command. 
In April, the forces command issued a new directive stipulating that 
gender-fluid, non-binary and intersex people could choose the 
uniform, grooming, physical standards, and accommodation that 
best aligned with ‘their’ gender identity. 
The new policy impacts forces command, which makes up about 
85 per cent of Australian Army personnel, and a similar policy is in 
place across the Royal Australian Air Force.  The navy is yet to 
adopt the changes, although wider change may be on the horizon. 

Captain Jesse Noble’s new 
uniform dress 
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Jap Officer's Grim Order 
By a digger who was there – published in December 1949. 
 

T he battle of Labuan was part of the 
Australian Invasion of North Borneo 

initiated to capture the Brunei Bay area in June 
1945. 
The outnumbered Japanese defenders 
launched an attack against the Australian 24th 
Brigade to be badly defeated.  The following 
day they were attacked by the Australians who 
wiped them out.  A total of 389 Japanese 
troops were killed and 11 captured.  Australian 

casualties included 34 killed. 
 
Recovered is the last official order issued by the Japanese Commander at 
Labuan Island on June 19, 1945.  The order begins:  

‘To-morrow, the 20th June 1945, the 1st and 2nd Assault 
Force will carry out penetration procedure as previously 
arranged and will execute the assault from the direction of 
Weapon-pit Barracks and Force Guard Post." 

 
Details are then given, ending with these instructions: 

 
‘No prisoners will be taken. No member of the force will 
allow himself to be taken prisoner.  The force will not 
retreat and will advance to objective at all costs.  Those 
seriously wounded will dedicate (kill) themselves; and those 
slightly wounded will complete their spiritual training and 
remain in position, inflicting as many casualties as possible.’  

 
This order marks the last organised resistance by the Nips on the island.  
After that it was just a few scattered parties.  The force was practically wiped 
out on the night the order was issued.  As all who took part in that campaign 
will remember that the Nips didn't get through to their objectives that night but 
they very nearly did, by their surprise tactics.  
 
Nobody expected the Nip to break through the cordon we had thrown around 
‘The Pocket’ but they got through, not where they intended to either, but 
where nobody expected them to try, through the mangrove swamps, in 
stinking black mud  up to their waists, where no white man would have ever 
ventured.   
 
We lost a few of our cobbers that night; but the Nip force was almost wiped 
out.  The official Japanese order was later found posted on the notice board 
at Nip H.Q. in ‘The Pocket.’ It was translated by our interpreter, and copies 
were given to quite a lot of the boys. 

Aussie patrol on Labuan 1945 
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George Washington never knew dinosaurs existed.  He died in 1799.  

Dinosaur fossils were discovered in 1824, 

 

 

 

 

 

T he majority of Diggers are aware that we owe the khaki slouch 

hat to Colonel Tom Price, who originated the idea in Victoria in 

1885, with his Victorian Rangers and Mounted Rifles: but the idea 

of wearing the emu plume started during the famous shearing strike in 

Western Queensland.  Some members of the old Queensland Mounted 

Infantry regiment wore the 

slouch hat with under 

Captain Ricardo, they 

volunteered for military duty 

during the strike.  Emu 

feathers plucked from bird 

that were shot were used 

as plumes for their hats and 

ultimately became part of 

the uniform with the 

maroon facings,  The NSW 

Lancers followed this lead 

and during the Boer War a 

squad of 50 arrived in 

South Africa from England, 

where they had been training wearing cocks’ plumes in their turned up hats,   

The emu plumes played a prominent part in the Australian’s uniform at the 

Coronation of King George V1 and Queen Elizabeth. 
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Crossword No. 19 

(Solution on page 50) 
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Wordsearch No.19 

(Solution on page 50) 
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From Purple Over Green,  
The History of the 2/2 Australian Infantry Battalion 
1939 – 1945 
 
Submitted by Charlie Stevens 
 
Appendix 16 
HARRY HONEYWELL 
 
"I can't let this opportunity pass without mentioning 
one man - Harry Honeywell.  It is men like him we 
have to look up to, it is men like him who have made a 
name for this unit'" 
Lieutenant Colonel Edgar, Anzac Day 1943. 
Perhaps no-one is more worthy of mention in our bat-

talion's history than Sergeant Major Honeywell.  With his passing this grand old un-
decorated hero has left a warm feeling of pride in our hearts.  To be near him in ac-
tion meant confidence.  If he knew any fear, he hid it as well as he played his poker 
hands.  Three times during his army career he was put on draft to an easier task.  
Each time he pleaded and threatened until he was left, in his own words, "To the on-
ly decent occupation in the world today, a front-line soldier".  The army was his 
home, his life, and for it he lived and died. 
From a Private to a WO he never changed, always doing his duty to the best of his 
ability.  We all realised how severe he was, but we also realised his value.  The glare 
of those eyes and the bristling of that moustache were a warning which few chose to 
ignore.  How much did we really know about Harry?  During the early days in Pal-
estine, when comradeship was being born, we learned of his wealth of knowledge 
and experience.  When he became an NCO, we learned of his ability with weapons 
and often, to our sorrow, his enormous physical strength and prowess in walking. 
I walked beside him into our first action at Bardia.  As the shells fell close, we in-
stinctively ducked our heads.  Not so Harry, he walked as straight as ever, his head 
high in the air as if defying the barrage.  From then o we knew him as a wonderful 
soldier.  He was never responsible for any gloriously heroic acts, but at all times had 
the power to inspire confidence in the hearts of men.  An oft-repeated saying of his, 
as we warned him of danger, was "The German or Italian has not been born who 
can kill me".  Such was his confidence in himself and his total disdain for the ene-
my. 
There are many who will remember his work in Greece.  A remarkable marksman, 
he, coupled with Captain Bosgard, closed down the slits of a tank and turned it 
back.  After the arduous escape from Greece, Julis found Harry as energetic as ever.  
At El Arish he led a platoon across the sandhills in a competition route march.  He 
finished fresher than ever, and some who considered themselves good walkers ad-
mitted that Harry was too willing, even though he had led and broken the sand for 
them. 
As Sergeant Major his word was law.  Remember? "………. or you will be auto-
matically paraded to the Orderly Room" and "Mr.........., this is my parade ground, 
please do not move your platoon across it while I am holding a parade." 
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Did you know. 

Cleopatra lived closer to the invention of the iPhone than to the 

building of the pyramid of Giza. 

Few crossed the Owen Stanleys with less effort than Harry.  They tried to stop him 
from going with us, but once again they were unsuccessful.  To Harry those precip-
itous mountains meant Nature defying his age and he answered in magnificent 
style.  At Oivi he was in his element.  An unsuccessful attack had left us on a 
cleared spur almost "horse-shoed" by the enemy.  "Come on!" he kept shouting, 
"they don't hurt you till they hit you!" 
Then, "Mr ………. come up here". 
"Can't, I'm pinned down". 
"Well, unpin yourself". 
"But they're firing at me". 
"What do you think they're doing up here, throwing cream puffs?" 
After having yet another narrow escape at Sanananda, he was killed a few minutes 
later (by an American mortar) together with his friend Captain Bosgard.  To us all 
he was a great loss, but we realised he had died the way he wished - leading men 
in action and fighting for a cause worthwhile.  Of his civil life there were but few 
of us who knew anything, and that but little.  His age?  Well, that was anything be-
tween 57 and 63.  He had fought with the British Marines in the Great War, when 
his unit was amongst the first to fire on the enemy. 
Whenever people mention great men they have met, I always recall Harry Honey-
well, the greatest soldier I have known. 
- Contributed by NX9062, L. N. Shoemark. 
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Give Up?   

It is the computer that was installed in the Kennedy Space 

Centre, Florida that controlled the launch of Apollo 11 on 

the 16 July 1969 landing the first men on the moon. 

It also controlled other Apollo launches during the initial 

Apollo program. 

It is the size of a double wardrobe and had many times 

less computing power than a hand held calculator or your 

smart phone today. 

 

(Solution from page 32) 

Australian Ship, Unit and Corps Anniversaries 

   age 

1-Sep 49th Battalion, The Royal Queensland Regiment 1965 58 

 1st Construction Regiment 1965 58 

 13th Field Squadron 1912 111 

 School of Infantry 1911 112 

 Joint Telecommunications School 1986 37 

 7th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1965 58 

3-Sep Legacy Day 1965 58 

4-Sep Special Air Service Regiment 1964 59 

 Special Air Service Company 1957 66 

8-Sep Commissioning of HMAS GLADSTONE 1957 66 

9-Sep 22 Construction Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers 1949 74 

 LFSU 1992 31 

10-Sep Army Newspaper Unit 1959 64 

15-Sep School of Military Engineering 1939 84 

16-Sep 4th Training Group 1939 84 

20-Sep 17 Construction Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers 1939 84 

23-Sep 40th Battalion, The Royal Tasmania Regiment 1939 84 

26-Sep 12th Battalion, The Royal Tasmania Regiment 1939 84 

 4th/3rd Battalion, The Royal New South Wales Regiment 1939 84 

27-Sep Commissioning of HMAS BALIKPAPAN 1939 84 
30-Sep Australian Army Legal Corps 1943 80 
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Crossword No.19 solution 

Wordsearch  No. 19  

solution  
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I went down to the paint shop to get thinner.  It didn’t work. 

     

Cardiff RSL sub Branch RSL Auxiliary raffle prizes. 



        The Busted Bugle September2023 Edition 

Page 52 


