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For general information relating to sub Branch and its activities, or to contact any officer,
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Sub Branch contact details:

Mail to PO Box 374,

Cardiff, NSW, 2285

Phone: 4953 7770 or 4956 6333

email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au

Website: http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/
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Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, however
articles should be relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience.

Posts will need to be vetted before publication and we do reserve the right to
edit the length of articles.

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at
Editor@cardiffrsisubbranch.org.au
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ON THE COVER

ANGEL FLIGHTS

Angel Flights are the U.S. Air Force
planes used to fly home Fallen Soldiers.
Angel Flight is their call sign.

Angel Flights have top priority in U.S.
Airspace for landings and take offs.

The image allegedly shows the flare
‘'salute’ which looks like an angel with
wings.

It looks spectacular, and is soothing for the relatives of deceased service
personnel, however Military aircraft use flares as a defensive manoeuvre
against heat seeking missiles, and their deployment is not usually used as
a fallen member service.

Next Coffee Catch up 10:00 hrs
25 November 2023

Coffee Club catch up organised by your sub Branch for veterans, families and
friends to get together outside of sub Branch meeting days at the RSL Club.
This recent get together was well attended with some 28 vets and family.

Everyone is welcome.
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President Geoff Kelly’s message

Greetings and welcome to the November edition of our
newsletter. It is a delight to see the weather warming up
as we prepare to commemorate Remembrance Day
and celebrate the festive season. | am pleased to have
the opportunity to share with you, some of our most
recent achievements.

A proud legacy of service and support - For 90 years,
Cardiff sub-Branch has been a pillar of strength and
success in our community. Our local veterans have
always cared for their mates and families, and we
honour their legacy by providing a range of services for
them. We depend on the kindness and dedication of our volunteers, who
are the heart and soul of our team. Whether you can give an hour, a day, or
more, your contribution will make a positive impact on the lives of our
veterans. Join us today and be part of our proud tradition.

A big thank you to our Auxiliary for their amazing fundraising - | am delighted
to share that our Auxiliary has raised over $5,500 this year through their
amazing fundraising efforts. Fundraising is crucial for us to pursue our
mission, spread awareness, and boost our visibility in the Cardiff
community. The Auxiliaries’ work draws interest and support, fostering a
sense of community and solidarity. | thank the Auxiliary for their ongoing
hard work and dedication.

Join us for Remembrance Day - On 11 November, we will honour those who
gave their lives or suffered for Australia in all wars and conflicts. We invite
you to attend our Commemoration Service and Wreath Laying Ceremony,
where we will observe one minute’s silence at 1100hrs. If you can help on
the day, please contact our event coordinator Derek Kenyon. | look forward
to seeing you there.

Our sub-Branch at the 2023 State Congress and AGM - Garry James and |
represented our sub-Branch at the State Congress and Annual General
Meeting on 23 and 24 October. We joined other RSL sub-Branch delegates
to:

- Hear updates on key initiatives.

- Discuss the progress of the RSL NSW Strategic Plan 2021-2026.

- Vote on motions raised by sub-Branches.

- Bid farewell to outgoing President Ray James and CEO Jon Black.

- Welcome incoming President Mick Bainbridge and CEO Giles Hurst.
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- Network with other delegates.

RSL Australia CEO Phil Winter told attendees, ‘When the League works
together, we are a powerful force for good and an important part of the fabric
of the nation.”

Garry and | had a productive and enjoyable time
at the event.

Coffee Catch up: A monthly dose of fun and

friendship - Our Coffee Catch ups are becoming

more popular every month, with more members

joining us for a fun and relaxed time. We laugh,
chat, and connect with great people over a cup of coffee. Please check our
Facebook page for details and come along to our next catch up. We'd love to
see you there.

Don’t miss our sub-Branch Christmas Lunch - Join us for a festive feast on 10
December 2023. It's a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the season with your
mates and enjoy some delicious food. Please see the Secretary today to
confirm your ticket. We hope to see you there.

Unit Anniversaries October 2023

1-Oct 26th Battalion, The Royal Western Australian Regiment 1943 80
16th Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 1943 80
133rd Divisional Locating Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 1943 80
2-Oct 2nd Training Group 1943 80
9-Oct Commissioning of HMAS WESTRALIA 1943 80
10-Oct  Commissioning of HMAS SHOALWATER 1943 80
11-Oct  4th Cavalry Regiment 1971 52
12-Oct  1st Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1945 78
13-Oct  Royal Australian Army Pay Corps 1916 107
15-Oct  Australian Army Pay Corps 1916 107
16-Oct  2nd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1945 78
20-Oct  3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1945 78
21-Oct  7th Training Group 1960 63
2nd Training Group 1973 50
22-Oct  Australian Army Psychology Corps 1973 50
24-Oct  11th/28th Battalion, The Royal Western Australia Regiment 1987 36
30-Oct Commissioning of HMAS PROTECTOR 1987 36
31st Battalion, The Royal Queensland Regiment 1987 36
8th/9th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1973 50
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Introduction of Jamie Purdon recently elected as sub Branch vice President.

Jamie as a young veteran has come to the sub Branch in recent times and to
introduce him to the members | have asked him for a small biography so
members can get to known him.

Jamie is an Air Force veteran, serving in the Permanent Air Force for 27
years before transitioning to the reserves, where, so far, he has served for
another nearly six years.

As an Aircraft Technician Jamie maintained the F/A
-18 Hornets at 3 Squadron and 481 Squadron
followed by a small stint at the RAAF Museum
working on P-51D Mustangs, Tiger moths and
other heritage aircraft. He was promoted to
Corporal in 1998 before commissioning under the
Airman Access to the Academy Scheme in 2002
where he completed an Aeronautical Engineering
degree.

During his Engineering Officer career, Jamie was a
lead project engineer supporting the acquisition of
the F/A-18F Super Hornets being fortunate enough to join the project in its
early days, and remaining there until the first jets arrived in country —
something that is rare due to posting cycles. In 2010 Jamie was selected to
undergo training as a Flight Test Engineer which saw him and his family
being posted to the United States for 14 months where he attended the
National Test Pilot School. He returned to the Aircraft Research and
Development Unit (ARDU) in 2011 and served there until his promotion to
Squadron Leader and posting to 42 Wing at Williamtown where he was
responsible for the capability development of the E-7A Wedgetail Airborne
Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) aircraft.

Jamie has been deployed on exercise to Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore,
the United States, and Canada. He has also completed four operational
deployments to the Middle East, with three of those being in three
consecutive years.

In 2016, Jamie was awarded a Chief of Air Force Commendation while in
2018, he was awarded the United States Air Force Commendation Medal
for distinguished service supporting combat operations while embedded




with allied forces in the United States Military’s Combat Operations Division
within the 609™ Air Operations Centre.

Jamie is currently serving as the reserve Army Air Liaison Officer, supporting
Army’s planning and execution of operations through air power.

He joined the Cardiff sub-Branch in 2018 and is passionate about supporting
veterans from all walks of life. In his civilian
life Jamie, has been the Newcastle
Veterans’ Network Chapter Lead, where he
was responsible for developing policies to
enable timely support to veterans in crisis.
He is leveraging off his own experiences
within the RAAF and his civilian
employment in an effort to ensure that
recruitment and retention of veterans
within the sub-Branch are as inclusive and

effective as possible.

Australian Defence Force 11.2 percent pay rise approved.

Under the WRA 2023-26, personnel will receive the increase to their salary
and salary-related allowances with no loss of conditions of service.

The increase will be distributed as 4 per cent in year one, 3.8 per cent in
year two and 3.4 per cent in year three.

The new arrangement takes effect from November 9 and ADF personnel will
see the first 4 per cent increase in their pay on November 23.

The subsequent pay rises will occur in November 2024 and November
2025.

Chief of the Defence Force General Angus Campbell said he was committed
to recognising in salary people’s skills and contribution to capability, particu-
larly as Defence undergoes a period of significant change while it imple-
ments the Defence Strategic Review (DSR).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO CONTACT MAGAZINE.
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Cardiff RSL sub Branch RSL Auxiliary

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie
Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester
Secretary Paul Brien JP
Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst
Treasurer Kerry Forrester
Purchasing Officers Stella Brien

Hello again from the Auxiliary,

It has been a busy couple of months for us with the Outdoor Furniture Raf-
fle, planning the Auxiliary Christmas Function, planning Remembrance day
ticket selling, and working on supporting the veterans Christmas function.

The Outdoor Furniture raffle was a great fund raising exercise for the Sub
Branch. We raised over $1400 from the raffle towards benefiting the sub
branch. A special thanks to the licenced club that allowed us to display the
prizes and sell tickets and to Stella for organising it along with all the volun-
teers that donated their time to ticket selling.

Planning is well underway for Remembrance day badge selling and we
have volunteers for each of the locations and dates we are selling tickets.

Another big thank you to the veterans who served lunch at the October sub
branch meeting. The ladies that normally served very much appreciated the
break and also enjoyed a hot meal which they don’t normally get after they
have finished.

Paul Brien Secretary.

Lunch servers hard at it (the one Geoff picking the winners of the
in the forefront looks dodgy) furniture raffle
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Available from your RSL Sub-Branch.
Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers

Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is
laid-up in hospital and would like a visit from one of our Welfare Officers

Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans

Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a deceased
Veteran and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the member.

From the proud grandparents who

are axillary members

We would like to introduce our grandson Calum
Crawford who is a new member of the Sub
Branch to everyone. Calum has had an interest
in the army since his grandfather took him to
Singleton Army Museum when he was 15 years
old and is now an Australian Infantry soldier.

After this visit Calum attended an Army Recruitment seminar which
encouraged him to enlist, and he joined the Army on his 19" birthday.
Calum did his basic training at Kapooka and after 3 months marched out
and was posted to Singleton army barracks for another 3 months of
training after which he was an Infantry Soldier.

Want to know the secret of turning $40.00 into $400.00?
Put the $40.00 into your petrol tank and then drive to work.
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Mr Greg Piper—Independent member for Lake Macquarie

Over the last 12 months we have seen the escalation of
several conflicts across the globe, with the Russian-
Ukraine war breaking out in 2022 and the terrible events
we have witnessed in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories in recent months.

- /| These days with mobile phone technology, the world has
: ¢ immediate access to conflict zones, and we can see the
terrible human cost and the tragedy of war firsthand. In
recent weeks | have found the plight of the innocent
civilians and children in the Middle East particularly distressing.

Sometimes, it seems that after many hundreds of years of conflict, the world
has learned little. When we see these contemporary images of war, it is a
timely reminder of the sacrifices and bravery of our own Anzacs and how
lucky we are as Australians today to live in a peaceful country, free from the
horrors of war. We live in peace, thanks to the sacrifices of our Anzacs who
fought to keep Australia free and safe. Lest we forget them.

In local news, after the first six months of our Labor minority Government in
NSW and me in my new role of Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, we are
all settling in and getting on with the job of government. There are big
challenges for the government in NSW and for all of us in Parliament,
particularly, with cost-of-living pressures biting, housing supply issues and in
the recruitment and retention of our vital front-line workforces, including our
police, nurses and midwives, paramedics and firefighters.

Across NSW and in the Lake Macquarie electorate we are seeing services
reduced and police stations closed, not because of budget issues but
because we can'’t recruit and retain enough front-line workers. This is really
starting to have an impact on our community, and | am committed to working
with the Government to try and fix this mess.

| am also working with the Government on a range of other local issues,
including improving infrastructure, progressing key road projects in our
electorate, and improving access to health services.

As always, | hope you're in good health and good spirits, and wishing you
and your families a happy and safe festive season.

Remember, if you require assistance with any State-related issue, don’t
hesitate to give my office a call on 4959-3200. Until then, stay safe and well.

Greg
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Black helicopter retired

The Royal Australian Air Force and the @ ,
Army Aviation have ended operation of S e
the S-70A-9 Black Hawk helicopter. S-70A-9 Black Hawk

The Black Hawk has provided trojan service since 1987 in many roles of air
assault, reconnaissance and casualty evacuations as well as disaster relief
and search missions back home.

Black Hawks are being replaced by the
NHIndustries MRH90.

NHIndustries MRH90

Welcome Jim Davies to Cardiff
Sub Branch

Welcome aboard new member Jim
Davies, who recently joined RSL NSW
Cardiff sub-Branch.

At the September sub-Branch

meeting, President Geoff Kelly

congratulated Jim and presented him

with  his RSL Ilapel badge. In
welcoming Jim, Geoff thanked him his service, his decision to join Cardiff
sub-Branch and added that with Jims’s background he will be a valued
addition to our great sub-Branch. Geoff asked all members reach out to
make Jim feel welcome to our sub-Branch.

Jim is a Vietnam Veteran, serving with the Royal Australian Navy from 1965
to 1973 and attained the rank of Petty Officer.
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Sub Branch survey of members

At the monthly meeting of sub Branch on September 10, 2023 a survey of
members present was held to gauge the future direction of the sub
Branch.

Overwhelmingly, 83 percent of the membership that responded want
change.

Summary of data:

Respondents addressed the survey as follows.

41% Support more information on DVA services, mental or physical health
support.

28% More engagement with the Australian Defence Force or military
historical societies

14% Greater information concessions, services and discounts available to
members

17% Do nothing. | prefer the formality of the general meeting, We've
always done it this way and it works.

As a consequence, the sub-Branch now has clear priorities to provide our
members with the information/support they need. Engagement is already
underway with relevant parties to support future events. These include,
but are not limited to:

« Palliative care support
e Heart health
o Stroke awareness

DVA representatives.

Collected and analysed by Jamie Purdon Vice President
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Survey questions and numerical breakdown of the
sub Branch survey responses.

Members' Highest Priorities to Improve General Meetings

Do nothing, | prefer the formality of the general meeting.
We've always done it this way and it works

Greater information on concessions, services and
discounts available to members

More information on DVA services, mental or physical
health support

More engagement with the Australian Defence Force, or
military historical societies
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Guest speaker Flight Lieutenant Adan Nelson (middle) with President Geoff Kelly (left)
and Vice President Jamie Purdon (right)

On Sunday the 10 September 2023 sub Branch invited a guest speaker
to address the monthly meeting of members. Well received was Flight
Lieutenant Adam Nelson.

He is an aircraft captain on the E-7A Wedgetail within 2 Squadron Royal
Australian Air Force (RAAF). 2 Squadron is one of the oldest units in the
RAAF having formed on 20 September 1916 as part of the Australian Flying
Corps. It is the most decorated Squadron in the RAAF having been
awarded the US Presidential citation, Vietham Gallantry Cross Citation and
the USAF Outstanding Unit Commendation . Adam has thousands of hours
as a pilot on the E-7A and has completed a two operational deployments to
the Middle East as part of Operation Okra (the fight against ISIS). He is also
a third generation veteran with both his father and grandfather formerly
serving in British and Australian armed forces.
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Sniper shot over extreme distance.

One of the longest recorded sniper’'s shots is
held by Corporal Craig Harrison of the British
Household Cavalry.

Working as a sniper in Afghanistan he was on

convoy protection duty in November 2009 when

he spotted a Taliban machine gun crew that

started to engage the four-vehicle British
convoy ahead that was receiving heavy fire.

Harrison was armed with a L115A3

Long Range Rifle, with his target

some 2.5 kilometres away which

was 500 metres outside the

maximum range of the rifle. He was
then forced to consider the weather, calculating wind speed, direction and
distance, he attempted an impossible shot to save his fellow soldiers.
Aiming 400 feet or 122 metres above the target, which is a height distance
equivalent of a 40-story building, his first shot taking a time of about 3
seconds, hit the Taliban machine gunner, and then with a second shot hit
the number 2 of the machine gun.

Corporal Harrison held the record of longest shot in combat between 2009
and 2017. He was feted as a British hero but against his will his identify
and photograph was released by his regiment to the media as well as
discussing his PTSD. The disclosure by the military placed Harrison in
jeopardy of kidnapping by Al Qaeda who placed a bounty on his head. He
was then placed on permanent sick leave and discharged in 2014.

After discharge Craig said, “/ joined when | was 16 and since all of this has
happened, | felt abandoned, absolutely abandoned by my regiment. ... |
spent 22 years loyal to that regiment, putting my life on the line doing tours,
and they just hung me out to dry. My trust in people, the armed forces — it’s
gone.”

The Ministry of Defence paid Harrison one hundred thousand pound
retribution for their action in disclosing his identity.

Craig Harrison later wrote a book about his war experience, titled THE
LONGEST SHOT, where he stated, among other things, that he was driven to
the brink of suicide by the actions of his regiment and his PTSD disorder.
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AS IT IS SPOKEN
By a digger who was there

The Light Horse were 17 days behind the infantry landing on Gallipoli and
the latter were veterans when we landed on May 12, 1915. Direct from
Egypt our leggings were still well plastered with Kiwi and our bandoliers had
been got up for show.

As | pass an unshaven footslogger at the foot of Shrapnel Gully soon after |
stepped ashore, he murmured, oh so gently, “First class on the right Sir’.

| did a lot of thinking as | was going up to take my place as a fighter.

AUSTRALIANS IN the R.A.F. RILE NAZIS
Published German Newspaper ZURICH, Friday. - 14" December 1940

Australia is described as "a country for which future wars
will be fought'' by the Dusseldorf newspaper 'Der Mitagg,” which

refers to the part Australians are playing in the R.A.F. offensive against
Germany.

Admitting large-scale destruction in the Ruhr by the R.A.F., the newspaper
predicts worse to come. “Australia supplies vyoung strong,
steel-nerved fellows who fill the gaps in the sadly
reduced ranks of the Royal Air Force to pulverize
Berlin, Hamburg, and other big towns in addition to
what has already been done there”, says the Journal,
“Australia has been insufficiently exploited and her
monopoly should cease 1in the interest of Germany and
the world”.

Give the cold shoulder

Meaning — A rude way of telling some he or she is not welcome, or to ignore
someone.

History — Although giving someone the cold shoulder is considered rude today, it
was actually regarded as a polite gesture in medieval England. After a feast, the
host would let his guests know it was time to leave by giving them a cold piece of
meat from the shoulder of beef, mutton or port.
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The Australian Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV)

Until October 2022 the
Australian Government has
supplied Ukrainian forces
with 40 Victoria  build
Bushmaster PMVs with the
promise of another 20. Build
by Thales in Bendigo. These
are the first military combat
vehicles build and designed
in Australia since the 1940’s.

The vehicles have been acknowledged as an invaluable addition to the
Ukraine’s defence capability are being deployed on the Ukraine south and
eastern borders.

Valued at around $2.4 million each and named after an Amazonian
venomous snake, the Bushmaster can travel at 100 kilometres per hour
across terrain comfortably carrying a crew of 10 in air-conditioned comfort .
They can withstand small arms fire, and with the hull constructed of thick
armoured steel in a V shape can withstand IED’s, Landmines, Claymore
mines and reportedly a 9.5 kg TNT explosive while protecting the occupants.
It has capacity to carry fuel and supplies to operate for three days without
resupply and a central tyre inflation system.

In addition to Ukraine, Bushmasters have been sold to the defence forces of
the Netherlands, Japan, Britain, Indonesia, Jamaica and New Zealand. They
have seen action in the East Timor, Irag and Afghanistan conflicts.

Adolf Hitler decorated for bravery in World War One.

In 1918 Hitler was decorated with the Iron Cross First Class as a Lance
Corporal. This was a very rare honour for a Lance Corporal,

His bravery recommendation was made by Lieutenant Hugo Gutmann the
adjacent of Hitler's regiment. Nothing unusual about that—except Lieutenant
Gutmann was Jewish.

During the Nazi regime in 1935 Gutmann’s German citizenship was formally
removed as was his name the veteran’s army rolls, but he still continued to
receive his pension, possibly due to Hitler's influence.
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Keith Payne VC celebrates 90th birthday.

< 4 August 30" 2023, saw Keith Payne VC celebrate
A | his 90" birthday at a celebration at the Australian

- War memorial, Canberra after the Last Post

.y Ceremony.

Among his guests were three other Victoria Cross
. recipients. New Zealand Corporal Willie Apiata,
and Australians Dan Keiraghan and Mark

Corporal Willie Apiata VC and

Governor General David Donaldson.
Hurley at the Last Post
Ceremony at the AWM. photo by Glenn Fenwick

Modern Australian Soldiers retrace original diggers’ footsteps.

Soldiers from 6 RAR recently retraced the steps of the original AlF through
the notorious but now
beautiful  Polygon  Wood
battlefield in Belgium.

Corporal Dylan Curran of 6
RAR was the leader of a
soldier's study group to
where the Australian 4™ and
5™ Division fought in a highly
significant battle and
defeated strong German
forces on 26th September

Polygon Wood battleground today 1917.
This was a time that casualties
were extraordinary numerous, and the diggers suffered losses of 5,770
Casualties that day, however compared to other actions at the time, this was
an ‘acceptable’ number, and seen as a victory for the Australians. It was
this deed that saw the Australian diggers of the 5" Division vote for this to
be the location of their Divisional memorial.

During this visit the modern solders were interested in the story of two
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brothers, the Hunter Brothers, Jack, and Jim. Corporal Curren walking his
group through the Wood asked them to stand and close their eyes while he
played a sound clip of machine gun fire, giving the group some mindset as
to what the AIF would have heard.

The brothers from Queensland were in the front line before the action
began, John ‘Jack’ Hunter was sent forward to retrieve a tin that was
reflecting light back into the vision of the machine gunners. As he went
forward his brother Jim saw him hit by shrapnel and fall. He was unable to
be saved and Jack died in Jim’s arms. He was 28 years old. Jim wrapped
his brother’s body in a ground sheet and buried him, hoping to return later
and give him a proper funeral. This turned out to be impossible, and Jack
had no known grave until his remains were located 2006. Jim died never
knowing the whereabouts of his brother and was haunted what had
happened for the rest of his life.

The story does not end there, for when the story of the Hunter brothers was
made known to Johan Vandewalle, a Belgium amateur archaeologist and
the proprietor of nearby De Dreve hotel. Like many Belgium people who
really have never forgotten, Johan investigated the story behind the
brothers. He was involved in the excavation of a body that was identified as
Jack Hunter, and he entered on a campaign for a memorial he said, ‘to
reunite the souls of the brothers’.

He commenced fund raising and the design for the statue commemorating
the brother. Saying, "The monument serves to honour all fallen ANZAC and
war soldiers in general”.

Johan Vandewalle makes
his hotel a special place to
welcome visitors from
Australian and New
Zealand. He has a display
of Australian paraphernalia
and delivers lectures to
Belgium high school
students about ANZAC
troops in Belgium’s
defence.

A real demonstration of

The Brothers Memorial Lest We Forget.
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REQUEST TO BRING AUSTRALIAN GREAT WAR DEAD HOME

In 1919 the Imperial War Graves Commission was receiving requests from
Australian families of soldiers seeking permission for the remains of their
men who died in battle to be exhumed and brought back for burial, but the
Imperial War Graves commission decided declined saying,

‘it would be contrary to the principle of equality of treatment to permit of
such exhumations being allowed, as it would unfairly penalise persons who
could not afford the cost of such an under taking. The commission also feels
that a higher ideal than that of a private burial at home is embodied in these
war cemeteries in foreign lands where those who fought and fell together,
officers and men will lie together in their last resting place facing the line they
gave their lives to maintain”.

This was not imposed by the American Battle Monuments Commission.
Soldiers were exhumed from the Flanders Field American Cemeteries where
men were returned to the United States. Unkindly, this cemetery is known
as the poor man’s cemetery containing only those who could not afford to be
taken home.

MEDALS AREN'T EVERYTHING

By a digger who was there
Forgotten diggers doing it hard.
A letter to the editor posted on Saturday 25 May 1929

THE splendid array of medals adorning the breasts of the proud men of
Anzac made me wonder if there were any Diggers, who, like myself, had
never taken part in any parade since the war and never adorned themselves
with the medals so hardly won.

Neither publicly nor in the privacy of my home have | ever pinned them on,
and I've no reason to offer. Maybe the fact of being in and out of hospital for
nearly four years and the inability.-to get a regular job owing to disability may
have developed a little bitterness that has prevented me from appreciating a
little glory for services rendered. — "Clarky."
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THE BALLARAT STATION BELL

From a digger who was there in 1940

A trainload of new Diggers from South Australia was passing through
Victoria, enroute for a new camp and by the time the lads reached Ararat,
they were more than ripe for a joke. One or two boys, taking full advantage
of the few minutes stop at the station souvenired the station bell. The
station porter blew the whistle for departure, and as the train was on the
move an arm protruded from a carriage window holding and ringing the
Ararat Station bell.

The whistle shrieked again, and all the porters' arms shot up as a signal to
the driver to stop the train. But the driver's attention was on the track ahead,
and train and bell disappeared around the curve.

The Ararat station staff went into a flap. Their precious bell, which had rung
out many thousands of trains, and which was regarded as a priceless
heirloom by the railway men, had been taken.

The telegraph wire to Ballarat ran hot, and the entire station staff were
waiting when the train pulled into the platform. Officious porters, luggage
men, and even the Station Master boarded the train, and duly searched
every compartment occupied by the new Diggers whose innocent looks
belied their thoughts.

At long last the bell was recovered from beneath the overcoat of a more than
unusually innocent looking digger and, breathing dire threats, the relieved
station staff left the train.

The whistle blew again, the conductor's arm went up and the train slowly
pulled from the platform — when — "Dong, dong, dong, dong — " came
shattering bell-like tones from the far end of the train, where another arm
extending from a carriage window holding the large and brightly polished
brass bell. The BALLARAT Station bell had been souvenired!
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Stealth submarine in World War Two.

erman U boats enjoyed free rule of the North Atlantic during

GWorId War Two until the evolution of technology combatting the
wolf pack attacks. Until then they scored hits on many
thousands of tons of shipping and supplies.

At a time when submarines were required to surface to recharge
batteries, they were susceptible to British radar when on the surface or to
aerial spotting and attack. The advancement in Sonar, a technique of
sending sound pulses that when contacting a target would return the echo
pulse allowing the calculation of distance and direction to the target.

Germany recognised the fatal potential of Sonar and attempted to
neutralise it by experimenting with the construction of stealth submarines.
The first was launched on the 14™ August
1943 as U boat U-480It. It was coated
with a 4 mm thick rubber skin of Anechoic
tiles with the purpose of absorbing the
sound waves from active Sonar signals to
reduce or distort the return signals.

To further enhance its stealth capability,

the U boat was fitted with a periscope

4 mm thick rubber skin of Anechoic ~ Snorkel  that allowed it to operate
tiles coated U-480 submerged for longer periods.

In October 1943 the U-480 commenced war patrols in the heavily
defended English Channel where, undetected it sunk HMCS Alberni a Royal
Canadian Navy Corvette killing 59 crew. The next day it sunk HMS Loyalty
killing 20 crew, and then sunk the British Liberty ship Fort Yale before being
recalled to Norway. During this patrol the U-480 had never been detected
by any electronic means.

It was on the next patrol on 6™ January 1945 the U480 did not return.

The British code breakers intercepted, decoded and read messages from
U480. Messages that showed she was again being deployed on another
patrol to the English Channel, that would place her in an area she had
operated previously.

Preparing for the arrival of the U-480 the Royal Navy had a stockpile of
between 2000 to 3000 sea mines stored on land, and decided to lay
thousands across the channel.
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To allow essential convoys to continue using the channel the mines were
set to depths below the draft of the cargo ships but at a depth sufficiently
deep to trap a submerged submarine. The U-480 never returned to base
and was reported missing, whereabouts unknown.

The 1997 an accidental discovery of a U-Boat was made when drivers
discovered one in excellent condition resting in 55 metres of water. The
underwater examination
determined it was the missing U-
480 and showed it had suffered
stern damage from a mine blast
that sunk the boat with all 48-crew
lost.

The British mine trap had trapped

The wreckage of U-480 surveyed by Lidar  itS prey.
producing 3D image.

You have heard the term HUE and CRY—but what does it mean?

The practice comes from medieval England whereby a person could call out
loudly for help in pursuing a suspected criminal. All who heard the call were

obliged by law to join in the chase; failure to do so would incur a heavy fine

and any misuse of the hue and cry was also punishable.

The system was regularised by Edward | in the Statute of Winchester
(1285), which rationalized the policing of communities. The obligation on the
public to assist the police in the arrest of a suspect has survived in principle
to the present day.

THISIPOST;HAS =
BEEN REMOU

| J/CAUSEINFENCE
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Canary Girls — Women Munition Workers in WWI turned yellow
and gave birth to yellow babies

A disconcerting side effect to working in munitions plants in WWI Britain
was the workers sufferlng from a change of skin colour to yellow caused by
d - ' - the exposure to TNT.

. The workers were mainly women supporting the
. war effort who suffering this peculiar abnormality
i becoming known as ‘The Canary Girls’. The
| change of colour affected their hair and faces
right through their bodies to legs and even
2% toenalls.

It was more than just cosmetic, many suffering nausea, skin rashes and
hives with some suffering coughs and chest infection from TNT poisoning.
They reported being unable to wear light coloured clothes as the yellow
pigment seeped from their skin discolouring clothing.

The Imperial War Museum reports that “Everything that that powder
touches goes yellow. All the girls’ faces were yellow, all round their mouths.
They had their own canteen, in which everything was yellow that they
touched... Everything they touched went yellow — chairs, tables,
everything.”

These were factories where conditions were so dangerous that women
were not allowed to bring in hair pins or matches and that every minute
movement was done with care to avoid any explosions and for their efforts
while working long shifts, they were paid less than one half of what the
men who had done the job before them.

The prolonged exposure to the yellow TNT caused some to give birth to
yellow babies with one such baby born after the war reported she was
yellow for the first few years of her life until it eventually faded as she
developed.

Had a new neighbour call the local council to ask for the removal of a
animal crossing sign on our road. The reason given was that too many

animals are being hit by cars here and he does not think this is a good
place to make animals cross the road.
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211 Army Cadet Unit (ACU) Newcastle

Term three has been a busy period for 211
ACU. We had Twelve (12) new recruits join
us. This intake is made up of all boys & four
(4) girls

AusTRALIAN ARMY CADETS

COURAGE | INITIATIVE | TEAMWORK

| have news on the staffing front with 211 ACU. Our Commanding Officer
has taken a position at Brigade HQ. | have applied for the position &
was appointed to 21 Commanding Officer on the 17JUL23. | have been
promoted the Major & am now commanding the six (6) units that make
up 21 Battalion. These units include 25 ACU - Erina, 28 ACU — Manning
(Taree), 211 ACU - Newcastle, 217 ACU — Lake Macquarie, 234 ACU
Maitland & 236 ACU North Lakes (Gorokan). All these units combined
have a compliment of 306 cadets with 46 Staff.

2023 is the year of the Vietham Veteran making 50 years since the ADF
pulled out of the conflict. Locally the Vietham Veterans Association holds
a very moving ceremony at Civic Park each year the closed Saturday to
the 18AUG. Which was the date of the ADF most well-known battle at
Long Tan in 1966. This year the Association moved the service a week
earlier as the local veterans will be taking part in the NSW Service in
Sydney on 18AUG23.

At this year Service forty two 211 ACU Cadets & eight TS Tobruk Cadets
attended the service. Nineteen of these cadets were given the honour of
carrying the ANF flags which has the name
of each local Servicemen from Hunter and
Newcastle who fell during the Vietham War.
211 ACU also supplied the Catafalque party
& the Flag Orderly. This moving Service
really moves the cadets that carry these
memorial flags. As usual | was immensely
proud of them. What | particularly like is
when these young people take time out of
their weekend to take part to show Veterans that
we know what they did and we respect them for
doing what was needed when called on.

You may recall in the last edition of the Busted
Bugle our Senior Cadet, Cadet Under Officer
(CUO) Hayley lofrida was mentioned as having
commanded the NSW Drill team that came
second by 1.5 points to the Victorian cadets.
Well, | am very pleased to announce that CUO
Hayley lofrida has been accepted into the
CUO Hayley lofrida Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) to
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undertake her engineering degree. CUO lofrida will start he ADF training
22 JAN24.

Another ex-member of 211 ACU has joined
the ADF. Ex-CDTCPL David McClure Has
joined the Navy.

211 ACU took part in Bivouacs at Singleton
Training Range in September. This activity
was a joint with 234 ACU — Maitland. The
units took part in a “Tyre Pull” Exercise.
Which is a team building activity that
Seaman David McClure involves cadets dragging a truck type with a
long chain, this trains NCOs & Cadets
to use the team efficiently managing
fatigue. Yes, the cadets insisted on
yet another picture with the old
Leopard1 Tank

The Tyre Drag

This year’'s Annual Field Exercise (AFX) was a 21 Battalion only activity.
This was due to low staffing levels in other Battalions around the state.
My Battalion Staff did a great job organising the week (first week of the
school holidays) in a matter of days. The Cadets undertook a WTTS
Shoot, fieldcraft training, First Aid training, exclusive access at the
Singleton Infantry Museum, Sports & a bush parade. The cadets mainly
lived on Ration Packs but were supplied with fresh rations from the
Singleton ORs Mess the last two days. The Brigade Commander Colonel
Andrew White dropped in for a visit, (it's always nice to have the Boss
Visit!)
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Cadets thank the support of the Cardiff sub Branch,

211 ACU are very thankful for the support that Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch
gives to the unit. The Radios & Hot Water System sponsored have been

used extensively for the Bivouac and
especially at the AFX as shown in the
accompanying photos.

(Continued from page 19) Johan Vandewalle who
' S became an Australian
e o
Jah 'A- Hero.

He excavated the
remains of Australian
soldiers from the
battlefield.

B

Anzac Rest Hotel Polygon Woods

Photo of
Private John
Hunter 49th
Battalion
one of the
AIF soldiers

Johan Murial on the side of Polygon Woods Hotel.
excavated.
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The boys having a ‘Yippee’ shoot.

Open day at Fort Scratchley on the 2™ October 2023 saw a return by
some to their past military lives, where a few sub Branch members
were content with expending the ammunition of the Fort.

Culprits were President Geoff Kelly, with committee members Des
Aberfield and Peter Sneesby. While no ‘hits’ were recorded, hope
they were made to police the area and collect their brass.

Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right,

there’s a 90% probability you'll get it wrong.
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Lost in Paris
By a digger who was there

t was a day of dense fogs, and as | stood for a moment at a corner, |

noticed a yank soldier hand a slip of paper to a French policeman. The
officer read it and passed it back to the Yank with a broad grin then turned
away.

The Yank was about to make off when | hailed him. "What's the matter,
Yank?” | said. "Well, Australia, it is like this: | only landed here this morning,
and | was taken to a boarding-house, whose name | copied down on this
piece of paper so that | should find my way back. | am lost, and when | show
the paper to anyone, they only laugh at me."

"Show me the paper," | said. As | was about two months adrift in Paris, |
knew the ropes and language pretty well. He handed me the paper, and |,
too, could not restrain my laughter.

On the paper were the words: "PLEASE WIPE YOUR BOOTS ON THE DOORMAT."

While firearm
crimes can be
attributed to many
nations, the USA
leads the charge in
firearm deaths,
while their leaders
and legislators still
like to make the
statement, “Now Is
NOT THE TIME TO
TALK ABOUT
FIREARM
RESTRICTION, WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS TO THE VICTIMS,”
while the American population like to poke fun at the Australian firearm
legislation.

The latest available figures show the clear race leader.
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Sportsmen who served in the military

Albert “Tibby” Cotter — Australian Cricketer played for NSW and 21 tests
for Australia. Enlisted in 1915 into the 12" Light Horse, and was killed in the
charge on Beersheba on the 31 October 1917.

Bert Oldfield - A former Australian Cricket team wicket keeper was an AlF
major and veteran to two world wars, serving in France in WW1 and
Bougainville in WW2.

Lindsay Hasset - Captain AlF Australian, Test Cricketer.

Keith Miller Flight Lieutenant RAAF pilot WW2 Australian Test Cricketer.
Keith Carmody Captain Western Australia Sheffield Shield.

Ces Peller AIF — Played form NSW and County Cricket in England before
becoming a test umpire.

Jack Pettiford AlF — Played form NSW and County Cricket in England.

Bob Crisofani RAAF - Played cricket for NSW before entering the
Diplomatic Corps.

Doug Walters — 1 RAR 1966 to 1968 Australian Cricket Team.

Rugby League players who enlisted in WW1.

Some enlisted immediately war was declared.

George "Snowy" Anlezark: He toured with the 1908 Kangaroos, captaining
Australia in the last four games. When WWI was declared, He joined the
British Army and Bombardier Anlezark served at Mesopotamia with the
Divisional Artillery.

Steve Darmody: He was a late inclusion in the 1911 Kangaroo team after
Dally Messenger withdrew and stayed in England after the tour to play with
Hull. On the outbreak of war, he enlisted with the British Army in the Motor
Transport Division. While serving in Flanders, he lost a foot. He had an
artificial limb fitted and then re-enlisted.

Patrick "Nimmo" Walsh: Born in Newcastle, he toured with the 1908
Kangaroos and played three years with Huddersfield. He enlisted at outbreak
of war, aged 35, and served with the 1st AlIF, 12th Light Horse in Egypt,
Gallipoli, and Palestine. He was mentioned in dispatches.

Jimmy "Muscles"” Devereux: Born at Crow’s Nest, he scored the first try
ever by an Australian player on the 1908 Kangaroo tour. He stayed to play
with Hull and when WW1 started, he served in the British Army.

The internationals were not the only ones to enlist.

The NSW Rugby League’s first full-time secretary and also Labor Willoughby
MP Ted Larkin gave a speech in Parliament on August 18, 1914: "I cannot
engage in the work of recruiting and urge others to enlist unless | do so
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myself." He did and was killed on the first day at Gallipoli.

Ten of the 1914 Newcastle rugby league team went to war, including star
player and captain Stan Carpenter. He was joined by Horace Brown,
secretary of the Newcastle and Northern District rugby leagues, within 10
days of war being declared.

Both fought at Gallipoli, with Carpenter reputed to be the first member of the
Australian Imperial Force to be recommended for a Victoria Cross. He
received a Distinguished Service Medal instead.

South Sydney Federals, the 1913 NSWRL third-grade premiers, had 12
players and two officials enlist in 1914 and all saw active service. Three
were Killed.

Of a squad of 17 players of Redfern United, 15 enlisted one was killed, and
one taken prisoner.

By October 1915, 75 rugby league players from the Orange district had
enlisted and two were Killed.

E. J. Shaw, a prominent pioneer referee when the code began in 1908,
enlisted at the outbreak of war and served in the Motor Transport Corp.

NSWRSL president James Joynton Smith was knighted for patriotic
services.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported on August 11, 1915: A FULLY-
EQUIPPED 25 HP LITTLE GIANT MOTOR AMBULANCE FOR ACTIVE SERVICES
ABROAD WAS HANDED OVER BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE NSWRFL, MR JAMES
JOYNTON SMITH, TODAY IN THE ARMY MEDICAL CORPS AT VICTORIA
BARRACKS IN SYDNEY. MR JOYNTON SMITH IN HANDING OVER THE
AMBULANCE STATED THAT ALREADY 1000 ACTIVE PLAYERS HAD EITHER GONE
TO THE SEAT OF WAR OR WERE AT PRESENT IN TRAINING.
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This is story of a brave soldier executed by his own army,

During the years 1914 to 1920 more
than 3,080 British soldiers were
sentenced to death for crimes that
" included desertion, cowardice in the
face of the enemy, striking an officer,
| disobedience, falling asleep on duty
or casting away arms.

Out of the 3,080 sentenced to death,

346 were executed at dawn by firing
e - squad usually comprising members

National Memorial Arboretum, of their own units.

Staffordshire to soldiers shot at dawn

surrounded by 307 wooden stakes.

Court hearings were usually no more
than 20 minutes in length, often
conducted by high-ranking officers some of whom had not seen battle close
up, trying and executing many soldiers who were clearly suffering from shell
shock or chronic insomnia.

Even if given legal representation; recommendations for mercy were often
ignored when a unit’s discipline was judged to be bad, or if defendant was
judged to be of little use as a soldier. Those convicted had no right of appeal
with the Field Marshal’s decision being absolute and were shot within 12
hours.

The attitude of the British officer class was more likely to execute ‘a working-
class man’ than an officer. Only two commissioned officers were executed,
all others were carried out on mainly non-commissioned officers and junior
soldiers.

Two hundred and ninety-one British Soldiers, 25 Canadians, 5 New
Zealanders 4 British West Indies and 21 Chinese Labour Corps were shot.
No Australians were executed although 129 were sentenced to death, as the
Australian Government refused to give permission to execute their soldiers
who were all volunteers. Remarkably, most of those soldiers executed
between 1914 and 1918 were volunteer soldiers, rather than conscripts.

While there were several executions of real criminals in uniform, 27 for
murder, more executions were for desertion (266) than for cowardice, as this
was harder to prove than desertion. One of the least convicted charges was
FOR ‘CASTING AWAY ARMS’ and history only records two soldiers were
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executed. One of the most questionable convictions was Joe Stones.

Sergeant Joe Stones was a member of the19"
Battalion Durham Light Infantry volunteering in 1915
after having been originally rejected because his height
was only 5 feet 2 inches (1.57 m). Fighting on the
Somme, Stones was promoted over the heads of others
because of his acknowledged bravery and leadership
qualities.

On the 26" November 1916 the 19" Battalion DLI were
holding the front line near Arras, France. Sergeant
Stones then aged 26 years, was with Lieutenant James
Munday when they left the trench and patrolled forward.
There they were ambushed by attacking German trench
raiders. Lieutenant Munday was shot and mortally wounded. Attempting to
assist his wounded officer, Sergeant Stone was told by the officer to report
back to warn the others and to leave him.

Sergeant Joe Stones

Stones then went to return fire, and immediately ran to a section of narrow
trench, where jumping in he was pursued by the German raiders. Pulling
down bomb traps in the trench to slow the Germans as he ran, he had the
presence of mind to jam his rife and bayonet across the narrow trench to
further slow the Germans.

Reaching his comrades at the rear and reporting what had occurred, it gave
them time to escape. He was then asked by an officer where his rifle was?
He was arrested and charged with ‘CASTING AWAY HIS ARMS IN THE FACE OF
THE ENEMY'. On Christmas Eve 1916 Stones was tried by Court Martial. The
charge being, “shamefully casting away his arms in the presence of the
enemy”

Sergeant Stones was executed by firing squad on the 18" January 1917 and
buried at St Pol Communal Cemetery France. His widow Elisabeth Stones
was told that since he had been executed, neither her or their three young
daughters were entitled to receive a widow’s pension, nor would she receive
his campaign medals.

In 1997 Crook County Durham from where Sergeant Stones was born and
enlisted, the council took an unprecedented decision to add the name of
Sergeant Stones to the town’s war memorial.

After the British Government announced that there would be a review of the
cases of soldiers executed, in 2006 they announced that a group pardon for
306 of the 346 men who were “Shot At Dawn”. Stone was one of them.
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Wew Zeslaid sellliers exenisae 1 Worlkl Wer One

Name Unit Executed notes
Frank 28 2nd Bn 25/8/16 Poor military and disciplinary record,
Hughes Canterbury deserted enroute to the front
Regt
John 37 1stBn 2/10/16  An Australian, born in Tasmania, his
Sweeney Otago Regt brother died on the Western Font in 1918,
while his father committed suicide in 1925
just before details of the execution were
made public.
John 31 2nd Bn, 29/10/16 Prior to the war, he had worked as a
Braithwaite Otago Regt journalist in Australia. After being
incarcerated for repeatedly being AWOL
he was accused of instigating a prison riot,
although he claimed that he was only
involved himself to break it up.
John King 32 1stBn 19/8/17  Had a long record of going absent,
Canterbury desertion and iliness, possibly an
Regt alcoholic
Victor 23 1stBn 242/18 Deserted from near the front line, A Maori
Spencer Otago Regt engineer n a non Maori pioneer, unit, shell

shocked in July 1915.
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EVERYBODY IN!

By a digger who was there.

In 1943 the sick, the cooks and bottlewashers were activated. In January
the Japanese landed a force from Rabaul at Lae in New Guinea where
they advanced on the Australian base at Wau and attacked the
aerodrome that was being protected by Australians with 25 pounders field
guns and air cover.

The attack was vicious, and all hands were utilised to repeal the
Japanese attack including cooks, orderlies and soldiers who were on the
sick list some suffering malaria joined in on the defence.

The sick and cooks set up two machine guns in a small hut on the battle
zone and succeeded in inflicting numerous causalities on the attackers,
with a total of 70 Japanese dead scattered in the jungle.

Stolen valour prevails.

Nick Adderley is the Chief Constable, (read
Commissioner) of the Northampton Police Force in the
UK who has been suspended accused of wearing a
medal from the Falklands War — despite him being only
15 years of age during the conflict.

After a complaint was received from a member of the
public. Chief Constable Nick Adderley, 57, from the
Northamptonshire Police, north west of London, was
: suspended while a inquiry is conduced. He had service
The Commissioner in the Royal Navy, joining aged 18 years, two years after
wearing the Falkland the cessation of the Falklands War.

medal on his uniform.

Source—Metro News 18 October 2023
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Dealing with the V1 flying bomb in 1944

In a 291 day period the Germans launched over ten thousand V1 pilotless
flying bombs from ground ramps in France and Holland mainly targeting
London, while others were also launched from modified Heinkel HE-111
Bombers.

Cheap to produce and capable of carrying an 850 kilogram Amatol warhead
the V1 was plagued with development problems with estimates of a 40%
failure rate, however some 7000 missiles did land in England with 3,876 of
those hitting London. While insufficient to alter the outcome of the war, the
V1 was primarily a terror weapon directed against the general civilian
population. They affected everyone who lived in the range of the V1 Rocket
as if flew until the fuel was exhausted and fell to ground detonating the
warhead on impact.

The problem was ground fire was ineffective as being aimed at a small and
fast moving missile that was extremely hard to see. Britain’s response to
the V1 was crucial. The jet powered Gloster Meteor had the speed
capabilities to intercept the flying bombs however they were plagued with
frequent cannon failures and only accounted for 13 kills. The defence role
then fell on to the Hawker Tempest aircraft what possessed the capabilities
required, however only 30 of these aircraft were available. Alternatively
there was some further success from the Mosquito fighter and the Mustang.

A major problem for the pilots attacking the V1s was they were fired on from
a distance as if the rocket was closer when fired on and the warhead
exploded, the fighter was in danger of being impacted by the blast so
distance shooting tended to be inaccurate.

Then came the development of the Mark 14 Submarine Spitfire. This was
the first fitted with the Rolls Royce — Griffon engine that provided a speed
capability of 446 miles per hour (718 kilometres per hour) sufficient to
intercept the V1 in its approach flight.

A new tactic was utilised in June 1944 when Australian Flying Officer
Kenneth Roy Collier flying in support of the Normandy invasion saw a V1
passing over the British coast and gave chase, emptying his guns but failed
to bring the rocket down. Determined to destroy it he reportedly flew
alongside the rocket where he used a technique of ‘flicking’ the missile that
upset the gyroscope and sent the missile out of control into the ground.

(Continued on page 37)
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His achievement was widely reported and copied by pilots as a measure of
defeating the V1.

However, this report has been heavily debated since that time. While the
actions of Collier were reported initially that he placed the wing of his
Spitfire under the wing of the V1 and then rolled his aircraft away flicking the
wing of the V1 upwards causing it to go off course, this would have been an
extremely dangerous manoeuvre for a pilot and could even be considered
as suicidal.

A discussion on the practice adopted by the RAF during 1944 was raised in
2018 by Wing Commander Nick Robson explaining the practice, and was
also verified by Group Captain William Johnson RAAF (rtd) and a member
of Cardiff sub Branch.

The solution is obvious when examining the difference in air pressure above
and below the wings of an aircraft, and that pressure affecting the V1 rocket
could be disturbed by the wing of the Spitfire as the Spit gets closer to the
rocket altering the aerodynamics sufficient to knock the V1 off its path and
disturbing the V1’s gyroscope and its intended flight path, causing it to crash
into the ground.

This was a very sensitive manoeuvre and it would be quite possible that
some pilots may have actually touched wings, but this may not have been

planned as the placement of the Spitfire’s wing in close proximity was
sufficient.

Flying Officer Kenneth Roy Collier, Service Number 422424 was born on
the 5™ November 1920 in Glebe NSW. He worked as a Meat inspector until
he enlisted the RAAF at Balmain NSW at the age of 21 years 6 months.

(Continued on page 38)
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(Continued from page 37)

Trained in the Empire Air Training Scheme Canada he was one of 16,000
Australians who served with the RAF in England, where he was assigned to
No. 91 Squadron RAF at Hawkinge, Kent flying Spitfires and is still
acknowledged as the pilot who developed the effective defence against V1
rockets.

He continued to fly with 91 Squadron until the 5" December 1944 over
Germany his flight came into contact with two large formations of F\W-1
German fighters and he was shot down near the town of Scholven.

A local man wo witnessed the crash recovered the body of
Collier and buried him near the wreckage, where the grav
lost and Collier was officially registered as missing in

Some five years after the event a formal i
wreckage and his body. He was buried in
War Cemetery in Nordrhein-Westfal.

German'’s possible suicide attack plans.

In the midst of World War 2 el
under heavy pressure to
sustain the war effort, Germain
engineers started on a bold
venture in 1944 making the
Fieseler Fi 103R Reichenberg.
A cockpit fitted bomb it was really a manned version of the infamous V-1
flying bomb. It was a radicals answer to the possible defeat of Germany
and intended to be used as a human guided suicidal attack device.
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Orville Wright of the Wright brothers was
born in 1871 and died in 1948 aged 76 years.

He lived long enough to see Chuck Yaeger officially break
the sound barrier in 1947 and travel on an airliner that had
a wingspan equal to the distance he covered on the 170
December 1903 when he made his first flight of 37 metres
(120 feet) lasting 12 seconds.

REAL HEADLINES PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPERS.
« BRITISH UNION FINDS DWARVES IN SHORT SUPPLY.

EXMINISTER BREAKS SILENCE, SAYS NOTHING.

« STUDENTS COOKAND SERVE GRANDPARENTS.

.. HOSPITALS RESORT TO HIRING DOCTORS.

. MIDGET SUES GROCER, CITES BELITTLING REMARKS.

. STUDY SHOWS ELDERLY IMPROVE VISION IF THEY TURN ON THE
LIGHTS.

. CITY UNSURE WHY THE SEWER SMELLS.
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Purchase of a commission in the British army

he practice was common commencing in
the reign of King Charles Il and was not
abolished until the 1% November 1871.

Officer commissions in the British Army were
considered a suitable occupation for the sons of
peers and wealthy
gentlemen, usually
fathers or uncles and
could be traded up to obtain further promotions.

While Army officers held a higher status that a naval
officer, commissions could be purchased for Cavalry
or Infantry regiments up to and including the rank of
Colonel. The requirement for buying a first
commission was, to be between 16 and 21 years of
age, be able to read and write with the ability to pay
for the position. Also needed was a letter of
recommendation from an existing officer of Major
rank or above, confirming good character, education,
and bodily health.

A commission in the Royal Engineers and Royal

Artillery was only awarded to those who graduated
from the Royal Military Academy, so their promotions were only by seniority
and could not be purchased. These graduate officers were looked on by
those who had bought their commissions as being ‘not quite gentlemen’, in
that they were without means. The Royal Navy never sold commissions
where advancement in rank was solely, well in theory, by merit.

A number of justifications were held for the practice namely that it ensured
the officer class was filled by persons having means to maintain the social
and political status quo. It would also reduce the possibility of a military
coup, and it provided retiring senior officers a source of revenue being
permitted to sell their held commission.

Commissions were expensive. The following table published in 1837
showed the prices, when about the same time a farm labourer would earn
30 to 40 pound a year.
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Cornet/ £450 £840
Ensign (£44K) (£81k)
Lieutenant £700 £1,190
(£68k) (£115k)
Captain £1,800 £3,225

(£174k)  (E312K)

£3,200 £4,575
(£309k)  (E442k)

Lieutenant £4,500 £6,175
Colonel (£435k) (£597k)

Major

£1,260
(£122K)

£1,785
(£173K)

£3,500
(£338K)

£5,350
(£517K)

£7,250
(£701K)

The Busted Bugle November 2023 Edition

£1,200
(£116K)

£2,050
(£198k)

£4,800
(£464K)

£8,300
(£802K)

£9,000
(£870K)

(the amount in brackets is the estimated fee based on today's money)

It seems odd that someone could buy himself a position in the Army
without any training, but the thinking was that an investment in a
commission would only attract a person with the means and a genuine

interest in a career in the army.

If the officer was killed in battle the price paid was usually non-refundable,

and this was to encourage officers to be mindful of their mortality.

If the

officer died performing a heroic action, the army could gift his widow with a

sum equal to the value of his commission.

Heads | pray

By a digger who was there

The two-up king of the AIF unit, a Sergeant was sleeping on a bag near the
25 pounder ammunition when the padre invited him to the evening prayer
service, not interested all that much he said to the padre, “Tell you what
Padre, I'll toss you for it. Heads | pray, tails | stay”.

“Done” said the Padre, the coin went up and came down heads, off the
Sergeant went to prayers. While the service was being held German planes
strafed the camp and exploded the ammunition pile leaving a nice large hole
where the Sergeant had been sleeping.
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Captain Ermest Bloomfield 1757 1789

n interesting

epitaph on a

memorial stone to

a soldier. One
might wonder whether the
accolade applies to the
officer or to the servant for
shooting him.

Captain Ernest Bloomfield
was a British officer who
joined the East India
Company’s army in 1776,
rising to the rank of Captain
he served in Madras,
Bombay and Bengal. He
was involved in several
military campaigns including the second Anglo Mysore War, the Ronhilla War
and the Chuar Rebellion of 1789.

His bravery was well recognised, but so too was his arrogance, cruelty and
corruption. Disliked by his fellow officers, his men and the natives, he was
known for embezzling funds, his mistreatment of his men and the rape of
native women.

On the 2nd March 1789 he was accidently shot by Ram Singh a native boy
orderly, allegedly shot by a faulty musket. The consensus of the time was
that he may have been shot by the orderly out of hatred or revenge.

The death was not fully investigated nor was he mourned by many. There
is still wonder as to whether his epitaph WELL DONE, THOU GOOD AND
FAITHFUL SERVANT was a mockery of his character and service or did it
apply to the sepoy orderly Ram Singh who did the shooting.

Acknowledgement to our sub Branch member Stephen Bloomfield who wants to assure
members this soldier is not related to him.
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Ben Ferencz the last
surviving Nuremberg
prosecutor has died at the

age of103 in his sleep in Florida.
(10 April 2023)

As a young man, Ferencz won a
scholarship to Harvard Law
School where he passed the
: i legal exams, but when the US
Benjamin Ferencz at the podium atthe  entered the war, he was initially rejected
due ~ meatraruppen Trial Nuremburgn 46 his small height of 5 foot 2 inches
(157 cm) eventually accepted into an

anti-aircraft unit which saw action in Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge.

He was transferred to the war crimes investigation unit when the
atrocities of the Nazis in concentration camps became known, and he was
involved in the liberation of three main camps of Buchenwald, Mathausen
and Flossenburg, when arriving in a jeep he was ahead of the medical
teams. He related his experience '‘My most vivid memories are the piles of
bodies on the ground that might have been dead or alive, the stacks of
skeletal bodies piled up like firewood in front of the crematoria, the inmates
behaving like rats in garbage, crawling for a bite to eat, and the crematoria
was going full blast..

His horrific experiences continued to the punishment inflicted on prison
guards by inmates saying, 'They caught one of the guards and they beat
him with their fists. Somebody brought from the crematorium one of the
trays they used to shovel people into the furnace. They tied him to it and
put him in the oven. He added: 'lt was, of course, a horrible experience to
watch this. But | didn't dare try to stop it because they would have turned
on me.'

After his discharge and back home, a chance meeting with a Harvard
class mate who was connected with efforts to bring Nazis to justice saw him

Parallel lines have so much in common.

It's a shame they will never meet.
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back in Germany and leading a team of investigators bringing offenders to
justice. He was instrumental in locating and prosecuting leaders of the
Einsatzgruppen, the Nazi’'s mobile extermination unit, after he located
meticulous documentation kept by the Nazis of the units’ murderous
activities. They included the number of persons killed that amounted to
more than two million men, women, and children.

He persuaded his superiors to instigate a new Nuremberg trial and while
his initial application was refused, he was given the go ahead, and while
never having prosecuted a case, he was made chief prosecutor. He had
identified 3,000 Nazis who deserved to be tried, but the authorities citing
staffing and budgetary pressures, there was only room in the court for 22.

Rather than chasing the mindless thugs who ‘simply followed orders’ he
aimed at the most educated and ‘civilised’ Nazis. Fourteen of the 22 were
sentenced to death. One was a commanding officer of the unit, Otto
Ohlendorf, a former academic who admitted at trial to the murder of 90,000
people. Ferencz visited him before his execution, and since he was a
married man with children asked, “Can | do something for you?” he
expected the German to respond along the lines of, “Tell my wife and
children | love them”, but rather the German said, “You'll see | was right!”

Before he died, Ferencz reiterated his opening statement at the trial in
1947, a trial that was described ‘the biggest murder trial in history', He
commenced with the statement, ‘Vengeance is not our goal'.

He related the 22 defendants were ‘not charged with sitting in an office
hundred and thousands of miles away from the slaughter . . . these men
were in the field, actively superintending, controlling, directing and taking an
active part in the bloody harvest.’

His lesson learnt as a holocaust investigator was, I learned that
vengeance is not a way to settle any of our disputes. Because if you turn
loose the vengeance, everybody is going to kill everybody.'

Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few
weeks of captivity, they can train people to stand on the
edge of the pool and throw them fish?
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World War Two Australian pilot's remains discovered 75
years after he was allegedly buried.

Daniel Edward Cremin was a Squadron Leader
who flew Spitfires in World War two. On March 24,
1942, his plane crashed into another during a
training exercise in Cornwall. England. He was
flying Spitfire AB462 while another Australian pilot
Sergeant William Norman was flying Spitfire
AB496. Both were the latest model Spitfires and
they were practicing dusk landings when they
reportedly misjudged the distance between their
aircraft while flying fast and low, and collided. Cremin’s plane lost a wing
and spiralled to the ground while the other plane nosedived directly into the
ground. Both planes were engulfed in flames after the impact and both
pilots were Killed.

Squadron Leader Cremin’s family received a sealed coffin containing his
remains and he was buried at Wardour Roman Catholic cemetery in
Tisbury, Wiltshire.

That would have been the end of it, until in June 2017 seventy-five years
later when Stuart Palmer a metal detectorist discovered what he believed
to be human bones after digging 1.2 metres into the ground of the crash
site, near St Erth, Cornwell.

Palmer called Devon and Cornwall police, who worked with the Ministry of
Defence and local archaeologists to recover the remains which were
confirmed by DNA testing with his son Mark, 78, as Daniel Cremin. Mark
now believes that the original remains provided and buried by the family
were simply sandbags in a coffin.

Daniel Cremin was born in Sydney in 1917 and enlisted in the Royal
Australian Air Force in 1936. He participated in a pilot exchange program
between Britain and Australia, and was commissioned in the Royal Air
Force in 1938.

He served in the Middle East and was promoted to Flight Lieutenant in
1940. While in the Middle East, he met Patricia Whitemore near Cairo,
Egypt. The two secretly wed in 1939. When the war began, she returned to
her family in Wiltshire where Cremin’s son, Mark, was born in February of
1940.

Cremin remained on duty in the Middle East. He received the Distinguished
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Flying Cross in 1941 for his bravery during the siege of Habbaniya in Iraq.

At Christmas time, Cremin came home to see his wife and meet his son for
the first time. He then left for Portreath in Cornwall where he was killed.

A coronial inquest was then held before the coroner who found “Daniel
Edward Cremin died as a result of a mid-air collision with another Spitfire.
The accidental death occurred at Frythens farm, St Erth, and his remains
were only discovered 75 odd years later”.

A further funeral service for Cremin was arranged at the Wiltshire cemetery
and his remains were interred in his original grave with military honours in
November 2017.

The inscription on Cremin’s grave reads: “He left the vivid air signed with
his honour.”

His wife lived in Tisbury until her death in 1974 without knowing of the real
circumstances of the unusual burial of her husband, and no further
information was available as to what was buried in the coffin interned in the
first funeral.

Hard Luck

By a digger who was there

In December 1919 while my battalion was billeted at Pry in Belgium, an
estaminet was robber of about 270 francs. A daughter of the proprietress
thought that she could identify the culprit. On parade she picked out a
digger she thought was the thief. Searched, 230 francs were found on him.
At the court martial he was found guilty, sentenced to 18 months and put in
the battalion clink pending the arrival of an escort to convey him to the field
prison.

A few weeks later the prisoner escaped from the guard room. Four hours
later a dispatch came from Brigade Headquarters to the effect that the
Judge Advocate General of the 4™ Army had reviewed the papers in
connection with the case and ordered the sentence to be quashed on the
grounds that the court had convicted on purely circumstantial evidence.

Had this dispatch arrived a few hours earlier the Digger would have gone
free, but as it was, he was A.W.L. for five weeks, and on being re-arrested
was charged with desertion and sentenced to two years.
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Wordsearch No.20

(Solution on page 50)
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Crossword No.20

(Solution on page 50)
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PUMPKIN AND PRUNE CAKE

IT WAS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY AN AWARD WINNING CHEF (WIFE) THAT THIS BE INCLUDED IN
THE MAGAZINE AS A RECIPE THAT ALL WILL LIKE, EVEN THOSE WHO THINK THEY DO NOT LIKE
THE IDEA OF PUMPKIN AND PRUNE:

Use ordinary pumpkin (not butternut) for this cake and do not add butter,
milk etc. when mashing pumpkin.

Ingredients:

+ 250g butter

+ 1 teaspoon grated orange rind

+ 1 cup castor sugar

+ 3eggs

+ Yacup orange juice

+ 3/4 cup cold mashed pumpkin

+ Y2 cup finely chopped prunes

+ 2 cups self-raising flour

+ 1/3 cup milk, approximately
Method:

Cream butter, orange rind and sugar together until light and fluffy, add eggs
one at a time, beating well after each addition. Stir in orange juice,
pumpkin, and prunes, then sift flour alternatively with enough milk to give a
soft consistency.

Spread into greased deep 20cm round cake tin with base lined with

greaseproof paper, bake in moderate oven 1 to 1 %2 hours, stand 5 minutes,
turn onto wire rack to cool.

Now that | have lived through a plague, | totally understand why
Italian renaissance paintings are full of fat people lying on
couches.
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Crossword No. 14 answers

No. 14

Wordsearch No. 20

solution
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You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a
parachute if you intend to skydive twice.
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THURSDAY
10:30AM - 12:30PM
Moming Melodies

WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

& SATURDAY
Tickets GPM | Drawn 7P

THURSDAY & SUNDAY
Tickets 5:30PM | Drawn 6:30PM

91200

1M PRITES TO
BE WON EACH
RAFFLE!
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