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ForÊgeneralÊinformaƟonÊrelaƟngÊtoÊsubÊBranchÊandÊitsÊacƟviƟes,ÊorÊtoÊcontactÊanyÊofficer,Ê
pleaseÊcontactÊsubÊBranchÊofficeÊduringÊofficeÊhours. 

Sub Branch contact details:  

Mail to PO Box 374, 
Cardiff, NSW, 2285 
Phone: 4953 7770 or 4956 6333 
email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 
Website: hƩp://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 
Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/ 

Office Hours: Wednesday & Saturday 1000 to 1300 hrs.  

Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, however 
arƟcles should be relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience. 

Posts will need to be veƩed before publicaƟon and  we do reserve the right to 
edit the length of arƟcles. 

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at 
Editor@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Sub Branch  

Executive  

 

President Geoff Kelly  

Vice Presidents Ray Kelly Jamie Purdon BEng (Hons), MProjMgt, 
MSc (FTE), MIEAust CPEng  

 

Treasurer 

Secretary  Gary (Mick) James  AssocDipEng (Struct) JP  

   

Committee   

Des Abberfield        Gary Griffith Derek Kenyon JP 

Peter Sneesby         Jennifer Kenyon  

   

Trustees   

Paul Feenan JP                  Geoff Kelly                         Damian Croke 

   

Welfare Officers             Peter Sneesby                     Gary Griffith 

   

Editor Bugle     Paul Feenan BSocSc (JusticeStud), AssocDip (PolStud), JP  

Ben Coutman BBus, PGDAF, CPA  
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The following members of the Cardiff RSL sub Branch passed 
away from November 2023 

ON THE COVER 

The dead solder in the arms of an angel. 

This war memorial in Vancouver BC 
erected in the street at Gastown 
dedicated to the memory of those in the 
service of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company killed in the Great War 1914-
1918. 

Associate member 
 Lorraine Margaret 

SORENSEN 
16 November 2023 Aged 95 years 
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S eason’s Greetings! As we close the chapter on 
2023, let’s reflect on our achievements and 

anticipate the prospects that 2024 holds. Here are some 
notable milestones from the past year: 
 
Celebrating our 90th anniversary, for nine decades, 
Cardiff sub-Branch has made remarkable contributions 
and left a lasting legacy in our community. We are proud 
of our past and excited for our future as we face new 
challenges and opportunities together. 
 

President and Vice President Handover during our August general 
meeting, we recognized and farewelled Syd Lynch and Peter Taylor, 
acknowledging their leadership as President and Vice President. The sub-
Branch welcomed my appointment as the new President and Jamie 
Purdon’s ascension to Vice President. 
 
New committee member, we welcomed Jennifer Kenyon to our committee. 
Jennifer is a valuable addition to our team, as she brings excellent 
administration skills and a wealth of experience and knowledge. 
Commemoration services are integral to the RSL’s mission, fostering 
community and belonging among members and society. This year, we 
commemorated ANZAC Day, Vietnam Veterans Day, and Remembrance 
Day. Your attendance and respect for those who defended our nation, 
values, and freedoms are appreciated. Special thanks to all volunteers, 
particularly Derek Kenyon for event planning, Ray Kelly for fostering 
camaraderie post-services and Joe Hayes for conducting the Belmont 
services. 
 
Camaraderie, the glue that binds RSL members, is founded on respect, 
support, and remembrance. It’s brought to life through activities and events 
that link veterans to their communities and peers. Vice President Ray Kelly 
spearheads these camaraderie initiatives for the sub-Branch. Our gratitude 
goes to Ray and his team for nurturing this spirit of mateship within our sub-
Branch. 
 
The Sub-Branch Christmas luncheon was a resounding success! The 
event was well-attended, with members and their families enjoying the 
festive atmosphere. The highlight of the event was the camaraderie and 
spirit of unity among the members. The lunch served not just as a 
celebration of the festive season, but also as a testament to the strong 



                                                                                                                                                         The Busted Bugle December 2023 EdiƟon  

Page 5 

bonds between the sub-Branch and our community. Special thanks to Ray 
Kelly and his elves who organised the luncheon. 
 
Our Wellbeing program, through advocacy, bus trips, hospital visits, and 
services for our aged veterans, provides invaluable support to veterans and 
their families. We thank our volunteers, Peter and Milla Sneezby, Garry 
Griffith, and Paul McGlynn. Your compassionate efforts for veterans are 
deeply valued and appreciated 
 
Recruitment and retention are the lifeblood of our league’s sustainability. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to Jamie Purdon and his dedicated team. Their 
tireless efforts have not only enriched our meetings but also initiated a 
monthly coffee club and, amplified our presence on Facebook. They’ve 
fostered collaboration with other sub-Branches to share best practices and 
have ingeniously restructured our external offices for optimal efficiency. 
Their commendable efforts have significantly contributed to member 
retention and the recruitment of veterans. 
 
Trustees, including Paul Feenan and Damien Croke and myself, govern 
sub-Branch assets amidst challenges that encompass complex decisions 
and intricate dynamics. Our Trustees have the right balance, understanding 
when to give support, advice or provide an extra pair of hands.  This year, 
our portfolio management transitioned from BT Funds Management to 
Mercer, a change executed professionally. I appreciate their significant 
contribution. 
 
Our Auxiliary, led by Pearl Abercrombie, plays a key role in fundraising and 
camaraderie, vital for our mission and community presence in Cardiff. Their 
work, crucial to our sub-Branch and cause, fills us with pride. Thank you, 
Auxiliary. 
 
District Council coordinates sub-Branches within the Newcastle District, 
disseminating information and making recommendations to the Board on 
sub-Branches issues and public policy. Our representation is notably strong, 
thanks to Des Abberfield and Peter Sneezby. Their dedicated efforts and 
contributions play a significant role in promoting sub-Branch concerns and 
enhancing understanding of relevant issues. We are grateful for their 
commitment and insightful input. 
 
RSL State Congress empowers sub-Branches to participate in the annual 
general meeting, influencing decisions, policy, constitutional amendments, 
and board elections. I extend my gratitude to the executive team for their 
guidance during my inaugural congress as your representative. 
 
The Busted Bugle serves to inform and engage our veteran community. It 

(ConƟnuedÊonÊpageÊ6) 
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is an information hub, a platform for sharing stories and experiences, and a 
testament to the camaraderie that defines us as a sub-Branch. We would 
like to express our collective gratitude to Paul Feenan, whose role in the 
production of the Busted Bugle is deeply appreciated. We eagerly 
anticipate many more editions of our cherished newsletter. Thank you, 
Paul. 
 
Sub-Branch Memorabilia preserves and interprets our history through 
research, preservation, exhibitions, and educational outreach. We 
appreciate Bill Storer’s dedication to safeguarding our history. 
 
Our Committee, with its unique blend of skill and energy, forms the 
backbone and heart of our sub-Branch. This remarkable team includes Vice 
Presidents Ray Kelly and Jamie Purdon, Secretary Garry James, Treasurer 
Ben Coutman, and members Derek Kenyon, Des Abberfield, Gary Griffith, 
Jennifer Kenyon, and Peter Sneesby. Their collective drive and dedication 
are the propelling forces behind the success of our sub-Branch. We are 
immensely grateful for their contributions.   
 
Volunteers are vital to our sub-Branch. Your unique skills can make a big 
difference. If you can help in any way, please reach out to a committee 
member. Even a small time commitment can have a significant impact. It’s 
rewarding for both you and the sub-Branch. Let’s work together to make our 
sub-Branch even better! 
 
In closing, I thank you for your support. I’m proud the achievements of our 
sub-Branch this year and look forward to further enhancing our support for 
veterans. As we celebrate Christmas, let’s remember those serving our 
country away from their loved ones. 
Merry Christmas 
 
Geoffrey Kelly 
President 
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TOP Heavy ADF 
Acknowledgement to ABC News 1/12/2023 

New research reveals the ranks of senior 
officers in the Australian military has almost 
doubled over the past twenty years, despite 
a steady decline in overall numbers of 
enlisted defence personnel. 
 
The figures, commissioned by the Greens 
Party, confirm that for every senior 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) officer, 
there is just 260 other lower ranked officers 
or regular personnel serving below them.  
Star-ranked officers, or 'flag officers' are 

those who serve at the Commodore, Brigadier or Air Commodore level and 
higher in the Navy, Army, and Air Force respectively. 
 
¨ In the United States there are 863 star-ranked officers, with the ratio of 

one senior officer for every 1526 personnel. 
¨ in the United Kingdom the proportion is one star-ranked officer for 

every 1252 other enlisted members. 
 
This year Australia’s Chief of Defence will collect a salary of over $1 million, 
far higher than the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the United 
States who earns $329,304 and the UK Chief of the Defence Staff who is 
paid $534,509. 

Unsung heroes in war  - Hardy VC, DSO, MC. 

Theodore Bayley Hardy was a remarkable clergyman 
who served as a chaplain in the British Army during the First 
World War.   Born on 20 October 1863 in Exeter, England, 
he was a teacher and a priest before joining the army as a 
chaplain in 1916, at the age of 51.  He served with the 8th 
Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment and the 8th Battalion 
Somerset Light Infantry on the Western Front.  He was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for his actions in 1918, when he 
repeatedly risked his life to tend to the wounded and rescue 
the stranded under heavy fire. He also received the Distinguished Service 
Order and the Military Cross for his previous acts of courage and devotion.  

He was one of only three chaplains to be awarded the Victoria Cross in 
the history of the British Army, and the oldest recipient of the medal in the 
First World War. He died of wounds on 18 October 1918 trying to rescue a 
wounded soldier dying two days before his 55th birthday and less than a 
month before the Armistice. 
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If you are in need of the services of a Justice of the Peace your sub 
Branch does have members who are sworn JPs. 

Alternatively, there is an on line JP Public Register  where you can 
search for a Justice of the Peace nearby your location. 

If you are having difficulties locating one, you are welcome to call sub 
Branch Trustee Paul Feenan JP on 0418644734 and you will be helped. 

 CardiffÊRSLÊsubÊBranchÊRSLÊAuxiliary 

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie 

Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester 

Secretary  Paul Brien 

Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst 

Treasurer           Kerry Forrester 

Purchasing Officers Stella Brien 

Looking for free legal advice? 
For the legal support service, Call 1800 33 1800 

 
This is a free national service that provides independent information 
and legal advice to support Australian Defence Force personnel and 

veterans, as well as their families, carers and supporters. 
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Auxiliary Christmas FuncƟon 
The Sub Branch Auxiliary held it’s Christmas function in November which 
was a huge success again this year and everyone who attended had a 
great time.  Many great comments from visitors were received on how 
much they enjoyed the day and how stunning the decorations were, so a 
very big thank you to Bronwyn and her team.  

There was representation from 8 Auxiliaries from as far afield as Tea 
Gardens and Doyalson/Wyee, who all enjoyed a luncheon supplied by 
Eastern Tiger. Emma from Bunnings at Glendale also joined us for lunch, 
and we always appreciate what Emma does for us in regards allowing us 
to fundraise.  The sub Branch was represented by President Geoff Kelly 
and Peter Sneesby.  I hope Emma, Geoff, and Peter enjoyed themselves (I 
think Peter was jealous of my Tombala prize).   

The volunteers on the day did a fantastic job selling raffles and tombola 
tickets, as well as doing the draw for the lucky winners.  All the prizes 

were donated from businesses 
in Cardiff, so please support the 

local businesses as much as 
you can.  They always support 

us with great donations. A list of 
businesses who donated can be 
found in this issue of the Busted 

Bugle. (See page 13) 

I’d also be remiss to not mention 
what a fantastic job the Auxiliary 
purchasing officer, Stella Brien, did 
in going around to all the 
businesses in Cardiff to arrange 
the donations. Apart from 

everyone having a great time about 
$1,900 was raised for the sub branch.  Thank you everyone who helped 
make the day great.  Paul Brien Secretary. 

 

Table decorations for Christmas luncheon 
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From the Auxiliary Christmas Luncheon 
 

Bronwyn and her hard working Elves 
Ruth, Stella, Bronwyn, Sally, Karen, Kerry and Ray 

 

 

Editor’s Note. 

On behalf of the members of the sub Branch, I would like to express our 
appreciation for all the hard working members of the Cardiff Auxiliary, for 
their work for the wellbeing of Veterans.  The Auxiliary has been active at 
Cardiff  since the very early days of the sub Branch forming.  After World 
War One female relatives i.e. the mothers, wives, widows, sisters, 
daughters and aunts of men who served in the Australian Imperial Forces 
contributedto the welfare of veterans by raising funds to buy land, buildings 
and furnishing that established RSL sub Branches and hospital visits. 

So, thank you members of the Auxiliary, for your assistance with the 
activities of the our sub Branch, for the assistance with commemorative 
activities and catering for sub Branch events. 

Without the Auxiliary, the RSL may never have flourished. 
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Guest speaker Ludmilla Sneesby 

Continuing on with 
our sub Branch 
policy of introducing 
guest speakers to 
sub Branch monthly 
meetings, Ludmilla 
(Milla) Sneesby was 
our invited guest 
speaker for the 
November 2023 
monthly meeting on 

the 12 November 2923. 

Milla is a nurse with the Palliative Care Services, Newcastle and the 
Hunter area, who spoke on the complex issues of Palliative Care, often a 
subject that is not popular in general conversation.  The theme was 
interesting in that “People only die once, so we have to get it right the first 
time”. 

Explaining that death is ’normal’ and that everything that lives must die, 
she then explained the core aspects of Palliative Care which included 
providing relief for pain and other distressing symptoms, while affirming life 
and regarding dying as a normal process, and intended to neither hasten or 
postpone death. 

She concluded her well received presentation with the quote of Dame 
Cecily Saunders, an English nurse known for her work in terminal care 
research and the creation of the hospice movement and palliative care in 
modern medicine who said; 

  
“You	matter	because	you	are	you,	and	you	matter	to	the	end	

of	your	life.	We	will	do	all	we	can	not	only	to	help	you	die	

peacefully,	but	also	to	live	until	you	die.”	 

Fortune	Telling 
Up	until	2005	it	was	illegal	in	Victoria	to	be	a	fortune	teller,	

tarot	card	reader	or	a	witch. 
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Remembrance day service at Cardiff 
sub-Branch. 

Saturday the 11th November 2023 saw a 
gathering of veterans, guests, students and 
civilians at the memorial service presided over 
by sub Branch President Lt Col (retd.) Geoff 
Kelly on the 105th Anniversary of the cessation 
of hostilities of the Great War in 1918. 

Again the catafalque party and 
flag marshals were provided by 
Army cadets of 211 Cadet Unit 
Adamstown under the 
auspiciousness of Major Peter 
Lockwood.  Our invited guests 
included Parliamentarians or 
representatives, both State and 
Federal, as well as the 
executives of registered clubs and schools.   

They included: 

FOR THOSE WHO LEAVE 
NEVER TO RETURN.   

FOR THOSE WHO RETURN 
BUT ARE NEVER THE 

SAME. 

WE REMEMBER. 

The Hon. Jodie Harrison MP Member for Charlestown 

Ms Belinda Pevy Representing Greg Piper Mem-
ber for Lake Macquarie. 

Ms Emily Longhurst Representing Pat Conroy Mem-
ber for Shortland 

Councillor Ms Kate Warner Representing Lake Macquarie 
Mayor 

Mr Greg McColl President Cardiff RSL Club 

Mr Garry Malone Secretary Manager Cardiff RSL 
Club 

Mr Sam Costello Bunnings Warehouse,. 

Paul & Stella Brien Cardiff RSL sub Branch Auxiliary 



 

 

All laid tributes while school students were involved in reading relevant parts 
of the service supplemented by prayers offered for the dead of all wars by  
the Reverend Graham Gordon. 

Cardiff High School Glendale  Technology High School 

Cardiff Public School Cardiff North Public School 

Garden Suburbs Public School Barnsley Public School 

President Geoff Kelly 
reads the Ode of 
Remembrance. 

Portion of the gathering of crowd attending the 
Remembrance Day service. 

 

The Auxiliary would like to thank the following local businesses for their 
support. 

A Good Day Cafe 

296 Main Road, Cardiff 

Aldi Cardiff 

49 Harrison Street, Cardiff 

Amanda Pollock 

Cardiff Quality Meats 

300 Main Road, Cardiff 

Classic Framing & Memora-
bilia 

Iron Horse Inn 

Main Road, Cardiff 

Pharmacy Express, Cardiff 

6/300 Main Road, Cardiff 

Repair Mate, Cardiff 

Cardiff Shopping Centre 

Wicks N Bits 

41 Harrison Street, Cardiff 



 

 

Early Forms of Kleenex and Kotex were used on 
World War I Battlefields. 

 

All wars have seen innovations for military use and then the corresponding 
flow on into civilian use. 

During the Great War, the Kimberly-Clark company of Wisconsin shipped 
huge supplies of their wood pulp-based "cellucotton" to be used 
as bandages and gas mask air filters.  

Once the guns fell silent in 1918 the company needed to evolve and change 
direction for a market for this thin, absorbent crepe paper.  

The first step was to turn it into a women's sanitary pad, which hit stores in 
1920 under the brand name of Kotex. Four years later, Kimberly-Clark 
introduced another cellucotton product named Kleenex; originally marketed 
as a makeup and cold cream remover, it soon enjoyed a surge in popularity 
as a disposable alternative to the soggy handkerchief. 

Twenty six Australians killed during the Indonesian 
Confrontation with Malaya should never be forgotten.  

They died upholding the sovereignty of Malaya permitting 
the early development of Malaysia as an independent 

nation. 



 

 

DETERMINING DIRECTION – FROM WATCH AND SUN. 

Some Infantry veterans may remember this. 

 

Here in the southern hemisphere point the 12 
O’clock position on your watch towards the sun 
and then halfway between the 12 O’clock and 
the hour hand is NORTH. 

 

 

 

In the northern hemisphere point the hour hand 
on your watch towards the sun and then half-
way between the hour hand and 12 O’clock is 
SOUTH. Then the extension directly behind you 
locates NORTH. 
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Remember the light horse memorial at Riverina  
September 2023, six years after the idea for a memorial to Australia’s 
iconic Light Horsemen in Wagga was born, a spectacular bronze statue 
now holds pride of place in Wagga’s Victory Memorial Gardens.  

Dubbo sculptor Brett (”Mon”) Garling’s design was inspired by the Anzac 
ideal of ”never leaving a mate behind” and captures the moment a Light 

Horseman and his 
trusty Waler rescuing 
a stranded trooper . 

Design model by 
sculptor 

Some	people	confuse	educa-

tion	with	intelligence. 

You	can	have	a	degree	and	

still	be	an	idiot. 
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Available from your RSL Sub-Branch. 

Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers 

Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is 
laid-up in hospital and would like a visit from one of our Welfare Officers 

Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans 

Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a deceased 
Veteran and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the member. 

Welcome to new members Anthony and Graham Connors to Cardiff 
Sub Branch  

Welcomed to the sub Branch at the 
monthly meeting on Sunday the 
12th November 2023 were new 
members Paul Connors and 
Graham Connors. 

Paul served with the Australian 
Army in the artillery, while Graham 
was a Navy veteran deployed on 
HMAS Perth and HMAS Sydney 
during the Vietnam War era. 

Present Geoff Kelly welcomed Paul Connors to the sub 
Branch. 

Never	do	anything	you	wouldn't	want	to	explain	to	the	

paramedics.	 
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YAP MONEY    Large pockets required .   
This stone is coin money that was used by the Pacific Islanders of YAP in 
Micronesia until World War Two with many measuring as much as 4 metres 
in diameter, and weighing up to 4 ton, the largest stones were used as 
symbols of prosperity to be displayed outside houses.  The hole in the centre 
was used for two people to carry it on a pole.  

Yap money is not physically exchanged, but rather ownership is transferred 
verbally. The stones can remain in the same place for generations, even if 
they belong to different people. Yap money is an example of how money can 
be based on trust and social agreement, rather than on physical properties 
or scarcity. 

 
 

So we did not go down that road, Australia invented the plastic banknote.  
Perhaps the YAP people needed to be converted. 
 
Plastic notes were developed by the Reserve Bank of Australia in 
conjunction with the CSIRO and the University of Melbourne and issued in 
1988 during Australia’s Bicentenary. The technology was adopted by large 
number of other countries, and while the United States were initially 
interested, the American population turned against any change to their love 
affair with the ‘green back’. 
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Is	a	substance	Flammable	or	Inϔlammable	when	both	words	

mean	the	same	thing.	 

“Mrs. Brown's Island" Epic Rescue  
by a digger who was there. 

 

O peration Mrs. Brown’s Island, little-known story of the Pacific war, 
would have deserved a place in the communiques, even if only for 
its unique name; actually, it was one of the most thrilling and 

gallant episodes in R.A.A.F. Pacific war history, and it was not without its 
tragic side. 

Crew of a Beaufighter got hopelessly lost in a storm and were forced to 
make a landing on one of a small group of islands well north of the 
Halmahera Islands. This was long before the invasion of the Philippines.  
Beaufighter crew had no clue to their locality, but came across an ornate 
native-type bungalow, in which they found a medical prescription in the 
name of "Annie Brown."   

When they radioed this information to base, Dutch intelligence awoke to the 
fact that they were on an island where a missionary named Brown had 
made her headquarters.  Rescue operations were set in train, and the crew 
were brought off, but in the process several of the Yanks in the rescue party 
went on a "walk-about” several failed to return. 

Upshot of it all was that a more ambitious expedition was planned to 
retrieve the machine and search for the missing Americans.  An R.A.A.F 
works party accompanied Yank PT boat crews, and in a race against the 
tide got the Beaufighter serviceable.  

The original pilot with almost miraculous judgment got the machine into the 
air safely and returned it to base.  That was the northernmost point of the 
Pacific to which the R.AA.F. had penetrated at that stage and were the 
members of the works party proud of the fact!  They left the RAAF flag 
proudly fluttering at the spot.  The Yanks were never found.  It was found 
later that the main island of the group was alive with Japs. 
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After	you've	heard	two	eyewitness	accounts	of	a	trafϔic	accident,	it	

makes	you	wonder	about	history. 

 
 
The 30th August 2023 marked the 55th anniversary of the death of Charles 
Edwin Bean, well known as C.E.W. Bean. 
 
As Australia’s official war correspondent in World War One, he was 
instrumental in establishing the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. 

He also wrote the six volumes of the Official History of Australia in the war 
of 1914–1918 and edited the remaining volumes. 
 

Bean landed with the Australian troops on Gallipoli in 1915 
and stayed with them at the front through to the end of the 
war in 1918. The idea of a memorial and museum came to 
him at Pozieres, France, in the depths of the bloody 
fighting of 1916.  
 
Bean’s idea was that the Memorial would be a place where 
families and friends could mourn loved ones buried in 
faraway places.  It would also be a place that could help all 
Australians understand what these men and women had 
endured and what they had done for us. 
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The Australian Cadet Force. 
Cadet Units have existed in Australia since 1866 the first being established 

at St Mark’s Collegiate School in New South 
Wales, and subsequently became the Kings 
School Cadet Corps in 1869. 

From Federation cadets became a commonwealth 
responsibility but remained under the States 
responsibility until 1906 when the Commonwealth 
Military Cadet Corps was established. 

In 1909 the new Defence Act contained provisions for a mandatory cadet 
training program that was later replaced with a voluntary system, a system 
the grew strongly during World War Two. 

The Australian Cadet Corps was adopted in 1950. Older sub-Branch 
members will remember the cadets as School cadets who could be seen 
travelling on public transport to and from school carrying their issued .303 
rifles. 

The Units were renamed Australian Army Cadets in the 2000’s.  
However, cadets are not members of the Australian Defence Force, 
and it is not used as a recruiting process for the Australian Army.  It is a 
diverse organisation open to young people aged 12 and 17 years 
providing a safe environment for youth development to challenging 
opportunities.  Subjects offered to the cadets include drill and dress, 
military knowledge, fieldcraft, skill at arms, shooting, navigation, 
expedition training and first aid. 

Cardiff sub Branch offers support to and receives support from the 211 Army 
Cadet Unit, Adamstown. 

This same unit under command of Major Peter Lockwood, a 
member of sub Branch also provides support to other ex 
service associations in the region.  Recently this included the 
memorial services of Remembrance Day, ANZAC Day and 
Vietnam Veterans Day. 

The following is a description of just what the Australian Cadet Units are all 
about. 
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How	come	we	never	see	the	headline,	“Psychic	Wins	Lottery”? 

211 Army Cadets at the Vietnam Veteran’s 
LONG TAN day 
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THE HOLDEN GUN 

Holden built a 
anti tank gun 
during World 
War 2.  The two 
pounder anti 
tank piece was 
built  by General 
Motors 
Australian 
subsidiary in 
1942 at their 

factory in Woodville, South Australia,  This gun was used by the 
Australians throughout European and the Pacific. 

Other examples 
of the gun were 
used in the 
Middle East, 
Malaya and 
New Guinea. 

This gun was 
recently sold  at 
auction for 
$45,000.00 and 

secured by the Holden Museum where it will be restored and put on 
display in the Gippsland facility. 

Why	do	I	have	to	press	one	for	English	when	you're	just	going	
to	transfer	me	to	someone	I	can't	understand	anyway? 
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Map of France destroyed zones  WW1 

Least affected 

Significant damage 

Devasted red zone 

Damage 
free 

WW1 baƩlefields sƟll dangerous and killing today. 
Well over one hundred years since the 1918 armistice, the battlefields of 
France and Belgium are still dangerous. 

The French Government formed the 
‘Department du Deminage,’ the 
Department of Mine Clearance at the 
end of the Second World War, 
dedicated to the clearing of 
unexploded munitions.  Since then 
630 démineur officers have been 
killed while clearing unexploded 
munitions. 

Zone Rouge or the Red Zone is a chain of former battlefields across 
Northern France that has been cordoned off due to an abundance of 
dangerous ordinance remaining and being a threat since the Great War. 
Originally much larger than today, the many regions still characterised by 
scarred earth are still closed off under French law to activities including 
farming, forestry and residing in the red Zone.   

French experts opinion that some 720 million shells were fired on the 
Western front and that one in five failed to detonate.  Sixteen million acres 
of France were cordoned off at the armistice.   

Recent harvest near Verdun, France 
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Current position in the Flanders Felids of Belgium 

A correspondence received from a Belgium friend of Australia prepared 
November 2023 reports the current position of unexploded ordinance of the 
Belgium battlefields namely Passchendaele.  He writes, 

“The weather in November? Wet, wet, very wet ! We had lots and lots of rain 
and parts of West-Flanders are flooded more than a bit, especially in the 
region where you had the Belgian front line and inundations that made 
harder/impossible for the Germans to advance. Also the Passchendaele 
area got more water than is good and as 
a side effect of that shells just washed 
up from the fields.  

Below is a photo that appeared in the 
newspaper on 18 November.(2023) In 
the background a police car and in front 
a pile of shells and shrapnel collected in 
the area and cleaned by the rain which 
makes it a little easier for the bomb 
disposal unit to identify the projectiles  
Not an unusual photo for that area, but 
the special thing about it, is that the 
shells have now been pushed upwards by the amount of water in the fields.” 
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The Belgium Government also have a special agency for clearing ordinance 
from battlefields that still give up thousands of pieces each year. 

In Poelkapelle, West Flanders, the Belgian army has recently dismantled 
5,000 pieces of ammunition. The spokesman 
for the local bomb disposal unit (DOVO) says 
they will see still new discoveries of 
ammunition, with new reports still coming in 
each day.  

 Chemical weapons containing mustard gas 
or phosgene and used by British, French or 

German troops in the Great War are being destroyed, much from the 
Westhoek area in the west of West Flanders which was the scene of a 
horrific battle in the First World War. 

Each year, farmers or members of the public are 
unearthing thousands of old explosives, and many 
are still dangerous. Bart Balcaen of DOVO 
Poelkapelle explains: "Each day we are still 
receiving various calls of citizens. Last year, we had over 3,000 calls, and 
we had to identify over 8,000 pieces. About 800 of these turned out to 
contain liquid toxic substances”. 

Many farmers in the Flanders area are reluctant to plant and harvest 
potatoes as the mechanical harvesting machines do not distinguish between 
the size and shape of potatoes to that of British hand grenades, and death 
and injuries can still occur. 

Stalin and Tito 
In 1949, Joseph Stalin as leader of 
the Soviet Union arranged several 
assassinations attempts on Josip 
Tito, the Prime Minaister of 
Yugoslavia. 

Responding, Tito wrote Stalin a letter that said, “Stop sending people to kill 
me.  We’ve already captured five of them, one of them with a bomb and 
another with a rifle.  If you don’t stop sending killers, I’ll send one to 
Moscow, and I won’t have to send a second”. 
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 3 Royal Australian Regiment involved in battle of Chongju during the Korea War. 

The Battle of Chongju took place on the 29 – 30 October 1950 during the United 
Nations Command (UN) offensive towards the Yalu River, following the North 
Korean invasion of South Korea at the start of the Korean War.  

The battle was fought between 
Australian forces from 3rd Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR) 
and the 17th Tank Brigade of the 
Korean People's Army (KPA) for 
control of Chongju, North Korea and 
the surrounding area.  

3 RAR was continuing their advance 
to the Yalu River, on the border 
between North Korea and China, 
when six kilometres from Chongju 
their advance was stopped by a large 

North Korean defensive line, comprised of a strong KPA armoured force 
equipped with T-34 tanks and SU-76 self-propelled guns on a thickly wooded 
ridgeline astride the line of advance. 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Green ordered D Company 3 RAR to attack the 
ridgeline south of the road, clearing the way for A Company to attack the north.  
D company came under very heavy fire, even though they were well supported 
by Sherman Tanks from the US 89th Tank Battalion. After two hour of heavy 
fighting the KPA were forced to withdraw, and the Australians captured their 
objectives. 

That night, the North Korean forces launched a counter-attack against D 
Company 3 RAR but were again repealed after two hours of hard fighting.  They 
then turned to A Company on the north, and with tank support launched a 
determined attack at 9.30 pm.  With the help of American artillery support, the 
Australians continued to hold out.  By 11 pm, the North Koreans had retreated. 

During the fighting, three T-34 tanks had been destroyed by 
Australian bazooka teams from 3 Platoon. Private J. H. Stafford of D Company 
personally destroyed a fourth by firing a Bren gun at the fuel tanks from a 
distance of 20 metres, blowing up the tank's ammunition. Stafford received a 
United States Silver Star for his bravery. 

It had been a short, hard fight, and the Australians and Americans had secured 
the town of Chongju.  Both sides had suffered many casualties, with nine 
Australians killed in the action, and thirty wounded. 

 3 RAR with tank support engaging enemy from crest 
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REAL HEADLINES PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPERS. 

· COWS LOSE THEIR JOBS AS MILK PRICES DROP 

· COUPLE ARRESTED FOR SELLING TICKETS TO HEAVEN 

· POLICE ARREST EVERYONE IN FEBRUARY 

· COPS SEE THROUGH CRACK IN MAN’S HEMORRHOID TALE 

· LAWYERS BACK DESPITE USE OF BUG SPRAY 

· NEW VACCINE MAY CONTAIN RABIES  

·  SHOT OFF WOMAN'S LEG HELPS GOLFER TO 66 

Australia is wider than the moon. 

According to NASA the moon’s 
diameter is 3,476 kilometres, 
whereas the width of Australia is 
4,000 kilometres. 

 

Have	you	every	been	so	drunk	you	got	hit	by	a	parked	car? 
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Bogdanovka massacre.  A largely forgotten piece of history. 

D uring World War two Bogdanovka was a series of concentration 
camps in Romanian occupied Ukraine and as part of the holocaust 

held 54,000 Jewish 
people.  In December 
1941 two cases of typhus 
were detected in the camp 
and a decision was made 
by German advisors to the 
Romanian administration 
to murder all the inmates 
of the camp. 

Beginning on the 21st December 1941 
Romanian soldiers, Gendarmes, Ukrainian police and civilians from the 
Golta district that included local ethnic Germans all under the command of 
Ukrainian regular police herded 5,000 disabled and ill inmates into locked 
stables that were douses with kerosene and set ablaze, 

All other inmates were formed into columns of 300 to 400 and herded into 
the nearby forest into a ravine called the ‘great valley’ and shot.  The killings 
lasted days with a break over Christmas and then resumed until all the 
54,000 were executed and placed into dug pits.  The deaths contributed to 
the murder of 420,000 Jews under Romanian dictatorship control. 

Ironically, the Simon Wiesenthal Centre’s chief Mazi-Hunter Efraim Zuroff 
reported that they had no knowledge of the atrocity until recently. 

Bogdanovka massacre site in today's Ukraine 

Wrist watches 
During the early 20th century, wristwatches were considered a piece of 

jewellery worn by women, while men carried fob or 
pocket watches.  In World War One troops realised 
pocket watches were useless in the field for troops who 
had their hands full, but timings were important.  The 
solution was to introduce a wrist watch.  This was a time 
when British uniforms still had a sewn in watch  pocket. 
The first trench watches were fitted with a metal grate 
over the glass lens to protect it from breakage.  After the 
war the wrist watch prevailed in society. 

WW1 trench wrist watch 
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THE A-10 Tank buster – A plane built around 
a gun 

The A-10 Tank buster has a reputation as an 
armoured vehicle destroyer.  Armed with a gun 
so large that the plane had to be designed 
around it.  It is armed with a gigantic GAU-8 
Avenger 30mm nose cannon with its 7 barrels 
firing aluminium shells crossed with depleted 
uranium at either 2,100 or 4,200 rounds per 
minute.  It can precisely strike within an area of 
9 metres at a range of 1830 metres.  Its 
magazine has a capacity of 1,174 rounds, 
meaning it can continuously fire with intensity 
for 18.06 seconds.  Its lethality was again 
proven during the first Gulf War and the 
Afghanistan War. 

Comparison of the A-10 gun with a VW sedan 

Inner Peace 

If you can start the day without caffeine, 

If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, 

If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it, 

If you can understand when you're loved ones are too busy to give you any time,  

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 

If you can conquer tension without medical help, If you can relax without alcohol, 

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 

Then you are probably the family dog!  

 

And you thought this was going to get all spiritual...  

Handle every stressful situation like a dog. 

If you can't eat it or play with it, pee on it and walk away. 

 

 

Contribution from Cardiff Auxiliary member 
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TradiƟons of the colours. 
 

B ritish armed forces introduced the tradition of units carrying regimental 
colours.  Two were carried, the Queens or Kings colour and the 

regimental colour. Historically they were the battle flags where soldiers 
could locate their rallying point on the battlefield.   

In the ancient tradition, it was the soldier's duty to pick up the colours and, 
at all costs, save them. "Indeed a greater act of cowardice cannot be found 
than to suffer the colours to be lost", records Francis Grose in his "Military 
Antiquities" (1786- 88). 

The Regimental colour emerged to carry the battle honours earned by 
Units.  When colours wear out, or when a Unit is disbanded, the colours 
are "laid up" in cathedrals, local churches, civic locations, or State war 
memorials.  Once laid up they are never removed.  

The term "colours" generally applies to armoured or cavalry standards or 
guidons, to infantry regiments and AIF infantry battalions,  

Artillery Units have no colours; the gun bear the Royal cypher and the 
motto "Ubique" meaning "everywhere" and is the standard of the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery.  In ancient times regiments who skirmished ahead of 
the main battle body did not carry colours.  Termed Rifle Regiments they 
would instead emblaze their colours on their regimental drums.  
Accordingly, Commando and the Special Air Service Regiment do not carry 
colours. 

The colours of a Unit are symbolic of the spirit of the men who fought 
under them. The origin of these symbols is lost in antiquity, but it is a fact 
that excavations in India revealed a "Cult of the Standard" that existed 
5,000 years ago. Later the Roman Legions carried standards of metal with 
an eagle on top.  

Originally, the standard was intended as a rallying mark in the battle and 
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was carried always close to the leader of the Force to indicate his position 
in the battle.  The absence of the standard usually signified the leader had 
fallen. ‘Keeping the flag flying’ therefore had great significance, and there 
are many stirring stories of brave men defending the colours. 

Standardised colours were first introduced about 1620 by Gustavus 
Adolphus King of Sweden who regularised his cavalry and ordered that 
each troop should carry an individual Standard.  In 1851, a Warrant was 
issued under which each Regiment was to have a "Queen's Colour" to be 
the "Great Union", and a "Regimental Colour" to be the colour of the 
facings of the Regiment.  This Warrant, with minor amendments, is still in 
force. 

In addition to the distinguishing Badge of the Regiment, the colours show 
the Battle Honours of the Unit.  These Honours are authorised by higher 
authority after close investigation and are restricted to actual operations in 
which the Unit has taken part. Colours are consecrated at the time of 
receipt by the Unit and presented at a ceremony by a head of State. 

This ceremony is performed by the dedication and blessing of the colours 
by three Chaplains, representing the Anglican Church, the Roman Catholic 
faith and other Protestant denominations. They are treated with great 
respect by the Unit and are symbolic of everything that is great, noble and 
chivalrous. 

They are also symbolic of two loyalties. The Queen's or King’s colour 
signifies loyalty to the Crown, the British Commonwealth and the Nation. 
The Regimental colour embodies loyalty to the Regiment, Esprit de Corps, 
and Comradeship. Whenever the colours are paraded they are paid full 
military honours of a Royal Salute, whilst civilians uncover when colours 
pass. 

When not on parade, colours are usually stored in the Officers' Mess, and 
are only uncased by the Ensign when under escort.   

All First AIF Units original colours have been laid up and new colours have 
been approved for Units, however those units with a direct lineage to the 
parent unit carry those Battle Honours. 

Exploits	of	the	Australian	Army 
During	World	War	Two	the	Australian	Army	was	the	ϔirst	to	

defeat	the	Germans	at	Tobruk	in	1941	and	the	Japanese	at	

Kokoda	in	1942. 
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T he Melbourne Cup, the race that stops the nation was celebrated by 
diggers in the notorious Japanese Prisoner of War camp Sandakan in 
1942. 

This improvised Melbourne Cup was made at Sandakan prisoner of war 
camp in North Borneo in 1942 from a bully beef tin that 
has had the label and lid removed 
mounted on a wooden handle into a 
wooden base, with two engravings, 
the upper says ‘Melbourne Cup 1942’, 
the lower reads the date1943. 

Australian officers in the camp set up a 
straight track, for nine or ten entrants, 
between the officer’s huts. Each 
track was divided into thirty squares and 
each competitor wore a coloured top of some 
kind to represent jockey’s silks. 

A race caller drew a number from a deck of cards 
determining the runners’ position on the track, the 
drawn card numbers determined how many 
squares each jockey could advance and the first 
to reach the end of the course was the winner and 
presented with the ‘Melbourne Cup’.  

In October 1943 the officers were transferred to Batu Lintang prisoner of 
war and internee camp at Kuching in Sarawak. This camp had a parade 
ground and in November that year the officers built a circular track and 
competed for the Melbourne Cup again, using the same method and same 
cup.  

The ‘Melbourne Cup’ is now homed in the Australian War Memorial. 
 

We	had	a	great	team	on	paper.		

Unfortunately	the	game	was	

played	on	grass. 
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Operation Frankston November 1942 

Considered one of the most daring raids of 
the Second World War, Operation Frankton 
was carried out by commandoes of the 
Royal Marines against German ships 
docked in the German occupied harbour of 

Bordeaux, France. 

Twelve men of the Royal Marines Boom Patrol Detachment (RMBPD) were 
to attack the harbour by paddling six folding kayaks 60 miles (97 kilometres) 
along the Gironde River at night avoiding the 32 German patrol boats. 

The kayaks were ‘Cockle’ Mark IIs, 15 foot (4.6 m ) 
long and collapsible to fit inside the submarine.  
They carried two men, each armed with .45 cal 
1911 Colt pistol, and carrying eight limpet mines, 
three sets of paddles, a compass, a depth 
sounding reel, repair bag, torch, camouflage net, 
waterproof watch, fishing line, two hand grenades, 
rations and water for six days, a spanner to 
activate the mines and a magnet to hold the kayak 
against the side of cargo ships when attaching the 
mines. 

The plan was, the crews would paddle against the strong tide, resting five 
minutes every hour and hiding by day. 

On the 30th November 1942 HMS Tuna a British submarine was to launch 
the six kayaks named Catfish, Crayfish, Conger, Cuttlefish, Coalfish and 
Cachalot at the estuary to the Gironde River, however Cachalot was 
damaged in the launch its crew has to remain on the submarine. 

The five remaining kayaks were launched but the sea conditions were so 
bad that coalfish disappeared and Cuttlefish capsized, its crew making it to 
shore where were eventually captured by French Gendarmerie, were 
handed over to the Germans. Coalfish eventually met up and the three 
remaining kayaks then covered 32 kilometres in five hours and landed at 
Port de Goulée near Saint-Vivien-de-Médoc when at daybreak, 
the Coalfish crew were captured. 

Only two of the original kayaks remained, with Catfish, manned by 
Commanding Officer Major H.G. “Blondie” Hasler and Marine Bill Sparks, 
while Crayfish with Corporal A.F. Laver and Marine W.H. Mills continued to 
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progress down the estuary, reaching Bordeaux on the night of the 11th 
December. 

At 9pm the Catfish crew attacked the left bank (western side) of the dock in 
central Bordeaux, placing limpet mines on three vessels. By midnight they 
had planted all their mines and left the harbour. 

Crayfish placed mines on two vessels, a large cargo ship and a small liner 
before also departing. 

Downstream, the two crews met up and beached their kayaks near the town 
of Blaye and sank them.  The mines exploded over an eight-hour period from 
3.50 am, seriously damaging six ships. 
 
The two crews then set out separately on foot. After two days, Laver and 
Mills (Crayfish) were arrested, transferred to Paris. 

Hasler and Sparks (Catfish) made it to Ruffec, to the north of Angoulême, 
where they spent time in hiding with help from the French Résistance.  They 
were later guided across the Pyrenees and down to Gibraltar, eventually 
arriving back in Britain in April 1943.  They were the sole survivors of the ten 
men who had set out from HMS Tuna five months previously. 

All other marines captured were executed under the Commando Order.  This 
order directly issued by Hitler declared that Allied Commandos captured 
should be summarily executed without trial even if in proper uniform, and 
even if they attempted to surrender. 

Admiral Louis Mountbatten regarded it as “the most courageous and 
imaginative of all the raids ever carried out by the men 
of Combined Operations”. 

Operation Frankston has entered into Folklore under 
the expressed term, The Cockleshell Heroes” a name 
derived from the Cockle kayaks used.  The raid was re
-enacted in the 1956 film “Cockleshell Heroes” and 
has been the subject of a number of books. 

 
In December 2022 a group of former Royal Marines 
recreated the raid by following the course, kayaking 
the Gironde River to Bordeaux where a memorial 
service was held with the French people, before they 
entered on the 100 mile march retracing the route of 

the two survivors, Major Hasler and Corporal Bill Sparks. 
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Reconstructed World War Two V2 Rocket now on display at the 
Australian War Memorial Canberra. 

With the redevelopment of the Memorial further 
acknowledgement of the stories of the Australian 
bomber crews who fought to defend the allies 
against V2 Rocket attacks and those who were 
forced as slave labour in the V2 factories.  The V2 
rocket and its Meillerwagen trailer were intended to 
form part of the display, but needed to undergo 
conservation assessment, treatment, and repair. 

The rocket and its trailer were transported to 
Australia on the 19th December 1946 by the British 
Long-Range Weapons Organisation and housed 

but needing restoration as it was reconstructed from material collected from 
three German Rocket sites. 

The Rocket, 14 metres long and 1.65m in 
diameter, was the first ballistic guided missile 
using advanced technology by the Nazis 
against Brittain capable of flying at five times 
the speed of sound.   Following a 
predetermined direction and height the 
guidance system would shut down and the 

rocket and its payload would fall back to earth 
and its target.  The effects of the head, side and tail winds would create 
inaccuracy and the rocket could fall anywhere within a radius of 25 

kilometres from its expected target. 

As a long-term artifact of the AWM 
it was determined the rocket and 
its trailer, both suffering from 
corrosion with missing or damaged 
parts would be restored.  An 
immediate problem was the 14-
metre height of the rocket would 
require extended periods of 
working at heights as if it was laid 

down on its side the fear was the weight of the rocket could damage and 
restrict access to the side panels. 

German V2 Rocket deployed 
during World War Two. 

German V2 Rocket war trophy 
arriving in Australia  1946. 

German V2 Rocket and trailer restored and now on 
display at the AWM. 
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The solution was inspired by the rotisserie of a barbeque after two 
conservators working on the program formulated a rotating support stand 
that allowed full access to all panels from the ground.  This allowed the 
complete restoration to be completed four months ahead of time.  For their 
initiative the AWM team was honoured with the Comcare award in the 
prevention of Physical Harm category saying they demonstrated 
commitment of excellence to making their workplaces safer and healthier. 

Fifty-nine years since the introduction of the National service scheme 
in Australia 1964.   

It was not initially introduced for the Vietnam War! 

O n the 10th November 1964 the Menzies Government 
introduced a selective National Service scheme known 

as conscription by ballot for all 20 year old males in Australia,  
The scheme was not as in popular belief, that it was 
introduced for the Vietnam War.  Rather rather it was a time 
when the Australian Government was concerned about 
Konfrontasi, the regional implications of the confrontation 
between Malaya and Indonesia, and the potential for that 
conflict to intrude into Papua New Guinea, a location that 

Australia had defence responsibilities. 

From 1963 Australia deployed 3 RAR and 4 RAR to Borneo. It then 
became a government plan in 1964 to raise the army numbers to 40,000 
men, and in 1965 it introduced new powers to send National Servicemen 
overseas.  The scheme planned to maintain the strength of the Army by 
8,400 per year by two National Service intakes of 4,200 each year.  About 
this time Vietnam moved onto the global agenda and Australia supported 
the conflict in 1965 by sending 1 RAR. a full regular army force to Vietnam, 
when the first intake of ‘nashos’ was starting initial training.   

Twelve weeks training at either 1 Recruit Training Battalion 1 R.T.B. at 
Kapooka, 2 R.T.B. at Puckapunyal, or 3 R.T.B at Singleton, after which 
most soldiers were allotted to the infantry allowing the RAR to be increased 
to nine battalions.  [A battalion’s strength then being 791 soldiers] 

National Servicemen did not serve in Vietnam until a year later in 1966 
when the combat element of the Australian Task Force was formed for 
Vietnam.  It comprised of roughly fifty-fifty regular and national service 
soldiers. 
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The scheme ran from November 1964 until 1972 when it was suspended 
in December 1972 by Gough Whitlam on election. 

Callup was based on birthday dates drawn in a ballot. 
¨ There were two ballots each year, and those selected were liable for 

two years full time service. 
¨ The process for registration was at the age of 20 years all men filled in 

a form from the Post Office.  Failure to register was an offence. 
¨ The ballot resembled a lottery draw by hand with ballot balls from two 

barrels, one containing 181 birthday dated marbles, the other 184 
marbles.  And, to the chagrin of many National Servicemen who today 
believe they watched their birthday date being drawn, to most it  is a 
flawed memory, as the ceremony of the drawing was open to 
representatives of the press, radio and television, while the actual 
drawing was conducted in secret. Only the first five ballots were 
televised, and the birthdates that were drawn were secret in the first 
eleven of the sixteen ballots.  Men were only notified within 1 month by 
the Department of Labour and Industry whether they were required for 
duty or not. 

¨ If a man’s birthday was not drawn, he had no obligation to serve, or to 
continue to serve. 

¨ Selected men were required to report for a medical as they were 
required to be as fit as those enlisting in the regular army.  Medicals 
were initially by civilian doctors, a process that was later altered to be a 
military doctor to stop manipulation of medical exemptions, especially in 
country centres.  Security check and an interview were then conducted. 

¨ Men who failed to report for service, or who made false and misleading 
claims were liable for prosecution and if convicted were sentenced for 
terms up to the required length of their callup service with fourteen men 
sentenced under the scheme. 

804,286 20-year-old men registered for National Service. 
63,735 served as National Servicemen in the Army. 
15,381 served in Vietnam.   
Two hundred National Servicemen died in the Vietnam War, while 1,279 

wounded. 
Less than a quarter of men called up served in Vietnam; most never left 

Australia. 
There were those opposed to the Vietnam war and the conscription of men 
within the Australian community.  Prevalent was the Save our Sons (SOS) 
women’s protest groups that had a significant galvanising effect on the 
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Australian public, tand ogether with university students and other members 
of the community taking part in large anti-conscription and anti-Vietnam War 
demonstrations.  During these war protests, volunteers for national service 
still outnumbered the men who refused to register or respond to the 
scheme. 

ExempƟons 
Exemptions could be claimed only after the ballot had been drawn.  They 
applied to those medically or mentally unfit, to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
islanders, conscientious objectors, while temporary deferment for university 
students, apprentices, married men who had married before callup, 
ministers of religion and theological students. 

Non naturalised immigrants living in Australia not from the United Kingdom 
were exempt from registration. 

Service in the Citizen Military force was also an alternative to full time 
service.  if enlistment was before the man’s 20th birthday and had at least 
one year’s effective service before the ballot he was required to give a 
further five years’ efficient and effective service.  However the loophole 
there was if their birthdate was not drawn, they could resign immediately.  
This was a loophole that was closed by the Government in December 1965 
when those who had enlisted were required to serve six years irrespective, 
and if there was default, they were liable for immediate call up. 

 CondiƟons and obligaƟons of service 
Nation servicemen served two years in fulltime service where they could 
apply for posting to any corps.  All were liable for service in Australia and 
overseas, and they could not choose whether to be deployed or not.  
However, more National Servicemen were keen to serve overseas and 
Commanding Officers were reluctant to have any soldier who was opposed 
to deployment to Vietnam in their unit where the deployment of that soldier 
may impose a danger to other members of the Unit,  However the 
government has since denied that this ever occurred. 

National Servicemen received the same pay and service benefits as the 
Regular soldier, a number were accepted for officer training and others 
continued in the military after their commitment expired. 
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R ecent figures from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
show 1,600 ADF certified deaths by suicide between 1997 and 2020 

who had served since 1985.  Clearly there were many others who, over 
other years have succumb to the mental turmoil that 
led to their suicides. 
 
Captain Hugo Vivian Hope Throssell VC 1884-
1933), was no exception.  He was the first Western 
Australian to be awarded the Victoria Cross in World 
War One.   
 
Born on 26 October 1884 at Northam, Western 
Australia, the youngest son of George Throssell 
later premier of Western Australia, and his wife 
Anne, née Morrel.  He enlisted in the 10th Light 
Horse at the commencement of the war and arrived 
on Gallipoli on the 4th August 1915 with the rank of 
Lieutenant.  Fortunately he survived the notorious 
and ill-conceived Lighthorse charge at the Nek on 
the 7th August 1915.  This attack managed to kill 80 

and wound 138 of his unit. What may had caused him some mental 
anguish was he was in the fourth line of the Nek charge that was stood 
down from the attack minutes after the first three lines had been 
annihilated in front of him and his Troopers. 

 
Later that same month he was involved in an action on Hill 60 about half 

a mile from Anzac Beach, and wounded several times by gunshot and 
shrapnel when he and his men were involved in a fierce fight that lasted 
throughout the night.  He refused medical help and continued fighting 
killing five Turks while he continued leading his men in a ‘tennis match’ 
throwing bombs and returning Turkish bombs until the threat passed.   

 
On having his wounds dressed he returned to the firing line until he was 

ordered out by the medical officer.  For this action he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross. He was the only lighthorseman to be awarded the VC 
during the war. 

 
Evacuated to hospital in England, Hugo Throssell VC was promoted 

Captain and re-joined his regiment in Egypt where he continued with the 
desert force until 1916 when he was again wounded this time in the throat.  
He was deemed unfit for service and returned to Australia.  

 
After treatment in Australia, he re-embarked again for overseas service 

and served in Palestine and Syria with the Australian Lighthorse where 

Captain Hugh Throssell 
VC 
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again he was wounded in action on the 19 April 1917 in the 2nd battle of 
Gaza, a battle in which his brother Ric was killed.  

 
On the night that Ric disappeared, Hugo crawled across the battlefield 

under enemy fire, searching in vain for his brother among the dead and 
dying, all the time whistling for him with the same signal they had used as 
boys. Hugo was with his regiment for the final offensives in Palestine and 
led the 10th Light Horse guard of honour at the fall of Jerusalem. 

 
In October 1918 he was returned to Australia this time as part of the 

desire by the Defence department for Victoria Cross winners to return to 
Australia on furlough to assist in recruiting, however during that process the 
war ended, and he was discharged. 

 
On War’s end Hugo married Katherine Susannah Prichard a well know 

Australian author and they settled on a farm near Perth.  Hugo was the 
soldier’s representative on the Returned Soldiers Land Settlement Board, 
becoming a Real estate agent and working in the Department of Agriculture 
of Western Australia when the Depression hit hard.   

 
Financially struggling as he had borrowed recklessly from the bank, he 

started prospecting for gold in Larkinville during the 1930’s.  Unsuccessful 
he organised a rodeo on his property on a Sunday unaware that it was 
illegal to charge entry fees for events held on the sabbath.   

 
While 2000 people attended the event, he only obtained a meagre 

collection that went to charity, with the whole event caused him to fall 
further into dept and increased his depression.   

 
He fought continually with the wartime gremlins in his head, and his 

failing business ventures to support his family only added to his depressed 
state.  He must have realised he could no longer provide for his wife and 
eleven-year-old son, and the prospect of leaving them to survive alone on 
his service pension might have appealed to him as a way out.   

 
He was found on the 20 November 1933 dressed in his pyjamas on his 

front veranda in a deck chair with a revolver in his hand and a wound to his 
head.  His written note showed his anguish, “I can’t sleep.  My head 
appears to be going too fast or phut.  It is not good for anyone concerned”. 

Captain Hugo Throssell was 40 years of age. 
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The Australian Army has test fired its new National 
Advanced Surface to Air Missile System (NASAMS) at Woomera test firing 
range in November 2023. 

The new system is an air defence weapon that combines the Australian 
radar technology against 
airborne threats.  It was test 
fired by soldiers of the 16th 
Regiment, Royal Australian 
Artillery when five AIR-120-
AMRAAMs were test fired 
over a two-day trial, with all 
successfully engaging their 
targets. 

The new system is the first of 
many elements that will come together to make up an integrated air and 
missel defence system for Australia.  It is described as a highly capable 
modern air and missile defence system used by more than a dozen 
militaries including the United States and proven in Ukraine by providing 
defence against indirect weapons, uncrewed aerial vehicles, air delivered 
weapons and aircraft. 

The NASAMS system is being integrated by Raytheon Australia at its new 
Mawson Lakes facility in Adelaide.  The system itself was designed by 
KONGSBERG, with Australian-specific elements added, including radars 
supplied by Canberra-based CEA Technologies. 

The system comprises a KONGSBERG Fire Distribution Centre (FDC), 
Raytheon Mk 2 canister launcher, a high-mobility launcher, trailer and truck-
mounted CEA Technologies CEAOPS and CEATAC advanced electronically 
scanned arrays (AESA), and an AN/AAS-52 Multispectral Targeting System 
(MTS-A) electro-optical infrared (EO/IR) sensor mounted on a 5m telescopic 
mast and housing. All of these elements are integrated with Australian Army 
HX and Hawkei-protected vehicles. 

The canister launcher can fire the AMRAAM radar-guided and AIM-9X 
optically guided missiles, which can shoot down most threats inside a bubble 
of airspace 360 degrees around the launch site.  The missiles are common 
to their air-launched versions used by the Royal Australian Air Force on its F
-35A, F/A-18F and EA-18G combat aircraft. 
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The supporting players in the demise of Ned Kelly. 

The Judge 

Ned Kelly was hanged on the 11th November 1880.  Sentenced to death by Judge Sir Redmond 
Barry in the Melbourne Supreme Court after a trial that 
lasted from the 28th to 29th October 1880, ruled over by a 
Judge who was seen as unsympathetic to offenders.  He 
had been the judge in the Eureka Stockade treason trials, 
and while the offenders there were found not guilty, he had 
developed a reputation for harshness, once sentencing a 
man to 12 years hard labour with two years to be 
completed in irons for stealing a few trinkets from a 
travelling salesman.  

After handing down the sentence, Judge Barry concluded 
with the customary words, "May God have mercy on your 
soul", to which Ned Kelly replied, "I will go a little further 
than that, and say I will see you there where I go". 

The death sentence was confirmed and a date for the 
hanging set for the 11th November 1880.  Four days after 

the hanging Judge Sir Redmond Barry started to fall ill and only managed to predate Ned’s 
death by 12 days, dying from what doctors called a congestion of the lungs and a carbuncle in 
the neck. 

The executioner 

Elijan Upjohn was the State executioner from 1880 to 1884 who after executing Ned received 
the standard fee of five pounds. 

Upjohn born in 1823 was a habitual thief, who managed to eventually get himself transported to 
Australia where he continued his criminal career.  In 1880 he earned a stint in Melbourne gaol, 
the same prison as Ned Kelly.  The regular hangman of the time was not available, so the prison 
authorities asked whether any of the prisoners wanted to take on the hangman’s role. Upjohn 
put his hand up and after being given ‘an ounce’ of training on how to hang someone he applied 
that knowledge to Ned’s neck. 

Upjohn remain the public executor and flagellator in Melbourne until he had to be spirited away 
to Sydney in June 1885 due to threats of reprisals from prisoners, many of who he had 
administered punishment. 

Elijah Upjohn had a sad life.  It began badly, continued worse, and he died in oblivion.  In 1885 a 
man, supposed to be Upjohn, was found dead in his tent at Bourke.  The body was buried 
without an inquiry, amid rumours of poisoning. 

As Ned would say, “Such is life.” 

 

What	is	a	free	gift?	Aren’t	all	gifts	free?  
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Unit Anniversaries December 2023 

1-Dec Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 1942 81 
 3rd Field Engineer Regiment 1972 51 
 Royal Australian Army Chaplains Department 1913 110 
 8th Signal Squadron 1988 35 
 141st Signal Squadron 1987 36 
 Army LogisƟc Training Centre 1995 28 
 12th/40th BaƩalion, The Royal South Australia Regiment 1995 28 

3-Dec 5th/7th BaƩalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 1973 50 
4-Dec St Barbara’s Day 1973 50 

 Commissioning of HMAS MERMAID 1973 50 
 Medical School, Portsea 1952 71 
 Deakin University Company 1983 40 

5-Dec Commissioning of HMAS WATERHEN 1983 40 
 2nd/17th BaƩalion, The Royal New South Wales Regiment 1987 36 

6-Dec Australian Intelligence Corps 1907 116 
8-Dec 103rd Signals Squadron 1965 58 

10-Dec Commissioning of HMAS GERALDTON 1965 58 
11-Dec Commissioning of HMAS NEWCASTLE 1965 58 
15-Dec Commissioning of HMAS BUNBURY 1965 58 
16-Dec Commissioning of HMAS BRISBANE 1965 58 
18-Dec Commissioning of HMAS HOBART 1965 58 
22-Dec Commissioning of HMAS ONSLOW 1965 58 
24-Dec 17th Air Defence Squadron 1971 52 
31-Dec 5th Training Group 1985 38 

The Berlin Olympic Games 
 
By a digger who was there. 

 
The Berlin Olympic games were held in 1936 in an atmosphere of Nazi 
propaganda when reports were received from Berlin about one of the 
Australian athletes there preparing for the games who had grown tied of 
repeatedly returning the Nazi salute popular at the time, who laconically 
replied to the games’ universal “Heil Hitler” replying with “Heil Joe Lyons”, to 
all who praised Hitler.   
Lyons was the Australian prime minister at the time. 

Does	anyone	else	have	a	plastic	bag	full	of	plastic	bags,	or	is	

it	just	me?   
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New South Wales Police officers in the first AIF 

During World War One some 206 officers of the New South 
Wales Police Force joined the AIF and served overseas.  

Forty five were killed in action.  

Ruston George Stephenson was one 
who enlisted.  He was born in 1886 in 
Tumbarumba New South Wales and 
joined the NSW police Force on the 9th 
July 1912.  Serving as a Constable 
First Class in Orange NSW until on the 
17th July 1916 at the age of 29 years, 
he enlisted in the AIF with the service 
number 3002. 

Proceeding overseas as part of the 7th Reinforcements for the 58th Battalion 
AIF on the 16th March 1917 he was taken on strength of the 58th in France. 
Seventeen days later he suffered a gunshot wound to his face and right 
eye.  Treated in hospital he returned to the lines where he remains until the 
12th August 1917 when he suffered a further gunshot wound to his left leg.   

He was evacuated to hospital in England for almost 3 months suffering 
from his wound and severe trench fever, also known as Combat Fatigue.  
Recuperated, he again returned to the trenches where on the 14th 
November 1917 he won the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) in action 
at Bullecourt. 

His citation reads “for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during the 
operations North East of Bullecourt, on the 29 September to the 1 October 
1917 working all night continuously under fire, reorganising parties who 
were wandering on front of our line, bringing them into the front trench and 
them guiding them across to their position on the left flank.  He also 
brought in a considerable number of wounded men who were lying out in 
front of the line. When the Machine Gun fire became so heavy the he could 
not get any more in daylight he went back to the R.A.P. and procured 
Stretcher bearers, guiding them to the wounded and continued carrying 
throughout the night still under heavy fire until the trench was clear of 
wounded.  His courage and untiring devotion to duty was an inspiration to 
all”.  

Remaining on active duty until the armistice he was then detached to the 
Australian Provost Corps as a temporary Sergeant in France and London 

Corporal Ruston Stephenson DCM 
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until he returned to Australia in December 1919.  

He re-entered the New South Wales Police Force and worked in the 
Sydney area until on the 8th April 1933 where, after surviving the entire 
trauma of WW1, he and another officer were leaving the police vehicle in 
Erskinville Road in front of the Newtown stadium, they were struck by a 
motor cycle and side car.  Ruston was taken to the Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital but never regained consciousness.  He was 47 years of age. 

Just as sad, a 19-month-old baby girl, Fay Moon was being conveyed in the 
motor cycle’s side car ridden by her father.  Immediately after the collision 
the motor cycle crashed into a steel railing ejecting baby Fay onto the road 
and killing her instantly.   At the time the baby was being rushed to hospital 
by her father and was being nursed by her aunt in the side car. 

Ruston was extremely well respected in Australia; he had been a boxing 
champion representing the AIF in matches including one against Joseph 
Beckett, the war time professional boxing champion of England.  He was 
renowned athlete and tennis player in the Brighton Le Sands area and as a 
younger man he had played first grade rugby with Sydney Waratahs. 

His funeral cortege to Rookwood Cemetery was followed by many 
hundreds of ex-servicemen, Police, Ambulance and fire brigade officers, 
reportedly taking half an hour to pass Railway Square in Sydney.   It seems 
somewhat ironic that this brave man who survived the horrors of the 
trenches of the Great War would meet his fate fifteen years later on a 
Saturday night in a Sydney Street.  

The Governor 
inspecting the World 
War One Veterans of 
the New South Wales 
Police Force at a 
Sydney Show 
Ground parade. 

A closer examination 
of the medals worn 
show that several are 
wearing three 
medals, the third 

medal being the 1914-1915 Star indicating they are Gallipoli Veterans. 
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Borrow	money	from	a	pessimist,	they	don’t	expect	it	back. 

After	Pope	Gregory	IX associated	cats	with	devil	worship,	cats	
throughout	Europe	were	exterminated	in	droves. 

This	sudden	lack	of	cats	led	to	the	spread	of	disease	because	infected	

rats	ran	free.	The	most	devastating	of	these	diseases, the	Bubonic	

Plague,	killed	100	million	people. 

Remembrance Day: ‘Greater Love Hath No 
Man’ 
 
A beam of light illuminates the biblical verse - ‘Greater 
Love Hath No Man’ - is carved on the Rock of 
Remembrance within Victoria’s Shrine Remembrance. 
The most extraordinary feature is the ray of sunlight 
that shines on the word LOVE on the stone of 
remembrance at 11am on the 11th of November every 
year, in memory of those 114,000 Victorians who 
served, and those that perished in the Great War.  
 
Back in 1931 it required a small aperture positioned in 
the upper reaches of the Shrine and the skills of an 
astronomer and surveyor to ensure the shaft of light 
struck exactly the right position at the appointed time.  
 
The photograph shows the ray of light during the first 
official ceremony held there in 1934, with 400 people 

crowded in the sanctuary.  
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From Australian Tourism department 

A range of questions asked regarding Australia. 

· D඗ඍඛ එග ඍඞඍක ඏඍග ඟඑඖඌඡ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ? (Uඖඑගඍඌ Kඑඖඏඌ඗ඕ) 

· I ඟඉඖග ග඗ ඟඉඔඓ ඎක඗ඕ Pඍකගඐ ග඗ Sඡඌඖඍඡ උඉඖ I ඎ඗ඔඔ඗ඟ ගඐඍ කඉඑඔඟඉඡ 
ගකඉඋඓ. (Sඟඍඌඍඖ) 

· Aකඍ ගඐඍකඍ ATMඛ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ.  Cඉඖ ඡ඗ඝ ඛඍඖඌ ඕඍ ඉ ඔඑඛග ඗ඎ ගඐඍඑක 
ඔ඗උඉගඑ඗ඖඛ එඖ Bකඑඛඊඉඖඍ, Cඉඑකඖඛ, T඗ඟඖඛඞඑඔඔඍ, ඉඖඌ Hඍකඞඍඡ Bඉඡ. 
(UK) 

· Cඉඖ ඡ඗ඝ ඏඑඞඍ ඊඍ ඛ඗ඕඍ එඖඎ඗කඕඉගඑ඗ඖ ඉඊ඗ඝග ඐඑ඘඘඗ කඉඋඑඖඏ එඖ 
Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ? (USA) 

· Wඐඑඋඐ ඌඑකඍඋගඑ඗ඖ එඛ N඗කගඐ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ? (USA) 

· Cඉඖ I ඊකඑඖඏ උඝගඔඍකඡ එඖග඗ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ? (UK) 

· Cඉඖ ඡ඗ඝ ඛඍඖඌ ඕඍ ගඐඍ Vඑඍඖඖඉ B඗ඡඛ Cඐ඗එක ඛඋඐඍඌඝඔඍ? (USA) 

· Cඉඖ I ඟඍඉක ඐඑඏඐ ඐඍඍඔඛ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ? (UK) 

· Aකඍ ගඐඍකඍ ඛඝ඘ඍකඕඉකඓඍගඛ එඖ Sඡඌඖඍඡ ඉඖඌ එඛ ඕඑඔඓ ඉඞඉඑඔඉඊඔඍ ඉඔඔ 
ඡඍඉක ක඗ඝඖඌ? (Gඍකඕඉඖඡ) 

· Pඔඍඉඛඍ ඛඍඖඌ ඉ ඔඑඛග ඗ඎ ඉඔඔ ඌ඗උග඗කඛ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ ඟඐ඗ උඉඖ 
ඌඑඛ඘ඍඖඛඍ කඉගගඔඍඛඖඉඓඍ ඛඍකඝඕ. (USA) 

· I ඐඉඞඍ ඉ ඙ඝඍඛගඑ඗ඖ ඉඊ඗ඝග ඉ ඎඉඕ඗ඝඛ ඉඖඑඕඉඔ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ, ඊඝග I 
ඎ඗කඏ඗ග එගඛ ඖඉඕඍ.  Iග’ඛ ඉ ඓඑඖඌ ඗ඎ ඊඍඉක ඉඖඌ ඔඑඞඍඛ එඖ ගකඍඍඛ.  (USA) 

· I ඐඉඞඍ ඌඍඞඍඔ඗඘ඍඌ ඉ ඖඍඟ ඘ක඗ඌඝඋග ගඐඉග එඛ ගඐඍ ඎ඗ඝඖගඉඑඖ ඗ඎ ඡ඗ඝගඐ, 
උඉඖ ඡ඗ඝ ගඍඔඔ ඕඍ ඟඐඍකඍ I උඉඖ ඛඍඔඔ එග එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ?  (USA) 

· D඗ ඡ඗ඝ උඍඔඍඊකඉගඍ Cඐකඑඛගඕඉඛ එඖ Aඝඛගකඉඔඑඉ? (Fකඉඖඋඍ) 

· Wඑඔඔ I ඊඍ ඉඊඔඍ ග඗ ඛ඘ඍඉඓ Eඖඏඔඑඛඐ එඖ ඕ඗ඛග ඘ඔඉඋඍඛ I ඏ඗? (USA) 

Most Veterans are aware of the ‘Wannabee; i.e. the person 
claiming to be a veteran and hero. 

 
Tඐඑඛ එඛ ඉඖ ඍචගකඉඋග ඘ඝඊඔඑඛඐඍඌ ඊඡ ගඐඍ RSL NSW එඖ Sඍ඘ගඍඕඊඍක 1932. 
 
The League would like to advise the public who extend help to men who 
state they are ex-service men, and show no discharge or evidence  to that 
effect, that they may be the victims of impostors. Although we concentrate 
mainly on the assistance of our own local men, who are "up against it", 
and granting that we cannot satisfy everybody, no genuine man who can 
prove his bona-fides is refused assistance.  
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Wordsearch No.21 

(SoluƟonÊÊonÊpageÊ51) 
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Crossword No 21 
(SoluƟonÊonÊpageÊ51) 
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Crossword No. 21 solution  

Wordsearch  No. 21  

solution  
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