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ON THE COVER
Christmas location for the boys who never came home.

The battle of Polygon Wood was a part of the Third Battle of Ypres, also known
as Passchendaele, in 1917. It involved Australian, British and New Zealand
troops advancing behind a massive artillery barrage to capture a series of
German pillboxes and trenches near a plantation forest called Polygon Wood.
The Australians of the 4th and 5th Divisions faced fierce resistance from the
Germans, who launched several counter-attacks, but still managed to secure
most of their objectives. The battle was a success but it came at a high cost of
casualties with more than 5,000 Australians killed or wounded in the battle. The
troops advanced behind a creeping artillery barrage which was described by the
Australian official historian Charles Bean as “the most perfect that ever protected
Australian troops”. The battle of Polygon Wood was one of the three ‘bite and
hold’ operations that gradually pushed the allies closer to the ridge at
Passchendaele.
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If you are in need of the services of a Justice of the Peace your sub
Branch does have members who are sworn JPs.

Alternatively, there is an on line JP Public Register where you can
search for a Justice of the Peace nearby your location.

If you are having difficulties locating one, you are welcome to call sub
Branch Trustee Paul Feenan JP on 0418644734 and you will be helped.

Looking for free legal advice?
For the legal support service, Call 1800 33 1800

This is a free national service that provides independent information
and legal advice to support Australian Defence Force personnel and
veterans, as well as their families, carers and supporters.

Cardiff RSL sub Branch RSL Auxiliary

Co-Ordinator Pearl Abercrombie
Deputy Co-Ordinator Kerry Forrester
Secretary Paul Brien
Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst
Treasurer Kerry Forrester

Purchasing Officers Stella Brien
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You will have a great Christmas.
And stay away from my wife!

Page 5



TheBusted Bugle December 2023 Edition

rfy Christmae ¢
A Me y mas from Sub Branch Auxi“ar’y

A special thank yov

A very special thank you to our Auxiliary team for their work on all
occasions throughout the year, and especially for the day of our Christmas
dinner. The same thank you must go to the Management and Staff of the
Eastern Tiger Restaurant, to the Management and Staff of the RSL Club
and especially to sub Branch Catering officer Ray Kelly with his helpers for
his organisation and commitment to the success of the day; well not only
this day but for every other catered event held by sub Branch.

Thank you all.
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Cardiff sub Branch of the NSW RSL held its annual Christmas gathering and
dinner on Sunday the 10" December 2023.

Some 160 members, wives and Auxiliary attended the event that was held

after the members December monthly meeting in the Cardiff RSL club

premises. The President welcomed
== all present including our invited
guests that included Peter
STEPHENSON OAM, President
Newcastle District Council, Greg
McCOLL, President Cardiff RSL
Club, Garry MALONE, Secretary
Manager Cardiff RSL Club, Stephen
FINNEY OAM representing City of
E Newcastle sub Branch, Chaplain
Graham GORDON, Major Peter

LOCKWOOD Australian Army Cadet and Emma HAMBLETON representing

Bunnings of Glendale.

As is normal in all our events,
the Auxiliary together with our
catering manager Ray Kelly
managed to put together
another premium event, with
decorations of the venue and
tables outstanding.

One of the more interesting
table decorations was luckily
photographed while it still
decorated a table, but for some
reason it was not there much Some of the table decorations

longer after this photo was

taken, even though Ray did warn attendees to leave the table decorations.

The guests enjoyed the opportunity to socialize with fellow veterans and
their partners. The sub Branch president, Geoff KELLY, introduced our
invited guests, and reflect on the achievements and challenges of the past
year before thanking the Auxiliary, the Club management, its staff and all
volunteers for their hard work and dedication, and wished everyone a Merry
Christmas and a happy new year.
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We were notified on the day of the Cardiff sub Branch Christmas
gathering that Murial Jackson a very respected member of sub Branch
reached an outstanding goal of 101 years. Well Done!

Ed. Note. To congratulate Murial on her great milestone, | have
reproduced the history article written by Murial and published on
page 9 of the Winter edition 2022 on reaching her 100" birthday,
To remind members and inform new members of our valuable
member interesting life.

orn in Broken Hill in 1922 in the home of the local ambulance
man who aftended the birth. The doctor arrived later to see all
went well. My father, his father and half the uncles and relations
all worked in the BHP mines.

I lived in Broken Hill with my parents, two brothers and a sister. At the age
of 5 when the mines were always going on strike, it was getting very hard to
manage, that was in 1927, so we came to Sydney, to dad’s cousins and
settle in Rydalmere. Just as we got to school etc the depression came and
dad didn’t work for seven years.

They set up a poultry farm and we had a cow called ‘Doris’ what a
wonderful animal she was, so we had plenty of milk, cream and eggs for
mum to cook and what a wonderful cook as she was especially Cornish
pasties and sponges, all on a fuel stove. We had fruit trees on the property,
so we were well looked after.

We walked everywhere as dad never ever owned a car, a pushbike was
his only means of transport. We learnt to swim in the creek called ‘old
salty,” it was a creek off the Parramatta River. At the age of 12 dad was
given a job at a factory in Northmead, and | was able to have a new dress,
as during the depression | only had my cousin’s hand me downs as mum
couldn’t sew. | knitted my first jumper at the age of 8 and the wool was 3
pence a skein. It was green | remember it well.

| attended Parramatta domestic Science school where | learnt to cook,
sew and look after the home. On Saturdays mum and | would cook all
Saturday morning because we weren't allowed to cook on Sundays, that
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was for church. Dad was choir master, and we were all in the choir. He was
a very strict Methodist, | was never allowed to wear make-up and was seen
and not heard.

At the age of 14 | had to leave school and come home and look after the
family, mum was having problems. At the age of 16 we shifted to Merrylands.
Mum put me to dressmaking to learn from a French lady.

In 1939 the war broke out and | had to go and work in a munitions factory
where | made parts of pistols and rifled the Owen gun. One day one of the
girls said she was going to join the army. So | thought | would too but | had to
go home and ask dad and to my surprise he said | could as my brother was
ALREADY in the army in Middle East and later at Kokoda.

| joined the A . AAM.W.S. and spent my time at 113 AGH Concord. Ruckies
was an experience, as it was real army life. If your bed (or camp stretcher)
wasn’t made properly the Sergeant would pull it to pieces. It was July at 5 am
roll call we would be out of the hut with frost on the ground and then cold
showers with the four of us under the one shower. We had kitchen duties and
even help in the camp hospital. For parades we had to learn to march, halt
and turn and go on route marches with gas mask on.

| spent two years at Concord during this time my brother came home from
the middle east to go to New Guinea. When | met Frank my husband, he was
one of Murray’s mates. We wrote letters, and when they came home on the
first leave, we became engaged, and on the next leave 8 mths later we were
married. When Frank and | were discharge from the army we went to live in
Wallangarra on the Queensland border. Frank worked on the transhipping of
goods from New South Wales to Queensland on the railway.

Dawn, Peter, and Philip were all born in Glen Innes and Paul was born here
in Newcastle 10 years later. When | went to Wallangarra it was a great shock,
no electricity, only tank water, fuel stove, so | had to learn fast to be a country
girl, lamps, flat irons and carry water. Then we came to Newcastle where we
have lived for 50 years.

We settled in Cardiff and the children had happy times here. They are all
married now | have 9 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren and have now
settled into Hawkins Village where | am very happy.
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Canungra Vietnam Memorial opened.

The memorial previously inside the Kokoda Barracks line in Canungra from
where all Australian soldiers trained onroute to Vietham has been opened
in a new location at the front gates of the barracks.

Lieutenant Colonel Wendy SAY and Doug Henderson a 6 RAR veteran at the memorial.

Heading to a Church service this Christmas and need a key?

Well, during the 1960’s and 70’s pretty well all soldiers carried a church key
on the end of their uniform lanyard. Not to enter a church, but to enter a can
of beer or soft drink.

This was a time before ring pull tabs when cans were constructed of steel
rather than aluminium. They had a pointed end for piercing the can’s lid and
a hooked end for lifting the lid and creating a drinking hole, The other end
was shaped to work as a bottle opener. The device was commonly known
as a Church Key.
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On Sunday the 10 September 2023 sub Branch was addressed by
Flight Lieutenant Adam Nelson, an aircraft pilot on the E-7A Wedgetail from
2 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).

The wedgetail E-7A with a contingent of 100 personal are now on a six
month deployment from Williamtown to Ramstein Air Base in southern
Germany under Operation Kudo with a mission profile of protecting
humanitarian and military assistance bound for Ukraine.
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Army Cadet Ceremonial and Presentation Parade

Friday the 16th December 2023 saw the Annual
Ceremonial and Presentation Parade for the cadets of
21 Army Cadet Battalion—Hunter held at the Bullecourt
Barracks Adamstown.

Sub Branch committeeman Des Abberfield and trustee
Paul Feenan represented the sub Branch.

Major (AAC) Peter Lockwood CO of 21 Army Cadet
Brigade was master of ceremonies while the
Reviewing officer Lieutenant (ANC) Stephen Dunne,

- CO of TS Tobruk. This was only the second time that
the parade had been reviewed by a Naval Officer.

The parade, about 60 strong, was on the Barracks parade ground before
some 200 proud parents and guests with the tempo beat provided by the
Cadet’'s new drum corps. The display of young Cadets demonstrated the
skills, discipline, dedication, pride and bearing in a remarkable way.

The report by 211 Unit Officer Commanding Officer Lieutenant (AAC)
Corey McNamara was presented, and disclosed the Unit was active in the
following parades and activities:

« the National Servicemen's parade in February.

o The Gallipoli Legion Clubs ANZAC Parade.

o Provided catafalque parties for 5 parades on ANZAC Day, including

Cardiff, Sacred
Day Match.

o Participated in
November

Heart, Valentine and the Adamstown Soccer ANZAC

four-unit field activities in March, May, August &

« Provided catafalque party at Cardiff RSL Remembrance Day Service.
« 211 sent some 45 cadets to AFX in the September holidays.

Cadets from 211 participated in the 21 Battalion Sports Day & drill
competition where the Unit were:

e runners up in the senior drill competition.

e runners up in the junior drill competition.

Presentations were made in the following categories:

Most Efficient 1st Year Cadet CDT lzayah Bennett

Most Efficient 2nd Year Cadet CDT Tom Bilkey

Outstanding JNCO Award CTCPL Kane Freeman
Outstanding SNCO Award CDTSGT Cadence Campbell
Training Officer's Top PLT Award CDTSGT

Award for Meritorious Service CDTSGT Matt Lankester

211 Top Shot Award

CDTSGT Matt Lankester

OC’s Encouragement Award CDT Scott Osland
Cadet of the Year 2023. CDTCPL Ben Duffy
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Presentation by Cadets to Cardiff
sub Branch.

At the completion of the parade a
surprise presentation was made by
Lieutenant McNamara to the sub
Branch via trustee Paul Feenan and
committeeman Des Abberfield of a
framed Sports Jumper in a design
that will be worn by Cadets in the
sporting fields in 2024.

The presentation was made in
thanks to the ongoing support of the
Cardiff sub Branch with special
mention made of the supply of radio
sets and hot water generators.

A lovely surprise. It is now in the
hands of the sub Branch executive
to be displayed in a place of
prominence.

The following is the address given by Major Peter Lockwood an
extremely proud officer of his cadets.

This year training went well. In February, we took part the national
servicemen’s parade in Civic Park, September the Vietnam Veterans
parade at the same venue, we took part in 5 separate ANZAC parades,
then finished off with Remembrance Day at Cardiff RSL just last month.

«  We completed all 4 scheduled successful weekend bivouacs

* 41 cadets went to AFX this year, a shortened version run by the 21
Battalion HQ team. We spent 4 days at Singleton Training Range, happy to
say all returned, very tired, not as smelly as in previous years as we had
showers available every day.

« CDTCPL Cangiano successfully achieve the Adventure Training Award
in April. One of only three in the Battalion.

* All cadets that undertook promotion courses did well & passed this
year.

+ 211 Cadets did well at the 21 Battalion Sports Day & drill competition.

(Continued on page 18)
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On this day 211 were runners up the senior drill competition, & also
runners up in the junior drill competition. I'd like to again congratulate
all those that took part in the drill teams this year; we are creating a
legacy for all future 211 Cadets.

Regarding the sports activities 211 Cadets won the majority of the
sports activities you will be happy to know that this unit has the best
footy team & were runners up in several other sports such as Vortex
Torpedo, Volley Ball & Tug-of-War. We were awarded the Overall
Sports Award for the Day.

I'd like to publicly thank the representatives of Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch
who donated generously donated to the 211 Training fund the Sub-
Branch gave the unit a substantial donation in buying 12 radios with
accoutrements & two hot water systems.

One of the biggest changes to 211 is that the OC being myself left that
position. | had been the OC for the past 12 years & with 211 ACU since
1992. | have been appointed Commanding Officer 21 Battalion. | am
temp-ing today as my replacement LT Corey McNamara is currently
completing his Command Course enabling him to be promoted &
permanently appointed Officer Commanding 211 ACU

We are losing several senior cadets who are now just now just too old,
tonight is the last time they parade with us. Tonight, we lose CUO
Nicetin, CUO Trute, CUO Hunt, CDTSGT Lankester, CDTCPL Osoria,
CDTLCPL Davis.

S

| would also like to mention that CUO lofrida who was appointed from
211 ACU to the 21 Battalion CUO position this year she to is too old &
will be starting at the Australian Defence Force Academy in February.

| have also included a link below to a short 90-second video on our
company that might interest you. See Corporate Video - Shortened
Version - YouTube.

The word SWIMS upside down is still SWIMS.
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The 211 Cadets Hat Badge

A little attention to detail that might escape readers. With the death of the

- Queen and the coronation of the King, the crown
displayed on all badges, logos and letterheads displaying
the crown have to be converted from the Queen’s Crown
to the King’s.

The 211 Cadet Unit were quick to respond and a new
Cap badge was designed by Major Peter Lockwood.
Queen’s Crown

The design represents the Unit links with its original
on badge

Foster Unit, 16 Transport Squadron RACT, hence the star
similar to the RACT Corps Badge and combined with the Newcastle city
coat of arms and the king’s Crown, the new Cap badge is being proudly
worn by the Cadets..

RACT Badge Newcastle City
coat of Arms

211 ACU Cap Badge
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211 Cadets on Parade.

211 Cadet’s newly formed drum corps.
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211 Cadets on Parade.

I hate it when I can’t figure out how to operate my computer and my

tech support guy is asleep.
He’s 5 and it’s past his bedtime.
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The smarter soldier
By a digger who was there. Published in 1929.

'‘Working one's nut was a World War | expression for manipulating the
system. Pat, or P.F., of the 3rd Battalion AlF, was especially good at it, as
this affectionate trench journal anecdote illustrates.

There are still many old hands left in the Battalion who remember.

P.F. It is over three years since he went, but his memory is still green in my
mind, and his ingenuity still haunts me.

Early on Anzac, he turned down Sergeant's stripes (this fact is not in official
records!) and became a batman. As such we speak of him here.

At this time our rations were pure, unadulterated bully beef, hard biscuits,
tea and rice; but we had P.F. and his wonderful brains.

The proximity of battleships and hospital ships riding outside Anzac Cove
instantly fired his genius. On the former he knew there would be poultry
pens, on the latter an ample supply of good provisions. The problem was
how to procure them.

A sailor's costume and a few bandages solved the difficulty.
For the rest, he always had plenty of money. Where it came from one

cannot say. Perhaps, some digger who felt like floating a war loan, ten
minutes after pay, can make a shrewd guess.

He has been seen on a lighter in sailor's clothes -hence eggs; and on two
occasions live poultry arrived in the 3rd Battalion trenches.

He was probably evacuated through the Beach Clearing Station more than
any other man on Anzac.

It is thought that he rather overdid it the day he was evacuated twice onto
the same ship, and was, unfortunately, recognised by the M.O. on the
gangway. However, he had the cunning of the Scarlet Pimpernel, and got
away - his duty nobly done; hence fresh bread and milk in the mess that
night. He would see a fatigue party unloading flour-off with his coat and to
work with them for an hour or so. One bag, would sooner or later find its
way to our dugout.

To wait in the queue for water was a waste of time to Pat's inventive mind.
Woe betide the new chum he saw with two full tins of water. A conversation
for five minutes or so and Pat had the full tins. 'So long mate, | had better
get my water' - and he was out of sight. The new chum had the two empty
tins and another two or three hours wait in the queue to fill up again.

Goodness knows what would have become of him had not the General
Staff decided the Lone Pine attack. | saw him that day, as full of life as ever
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: - have not seen him since.

: Two days later after Lone Pine | saw a neat little bundle marked 'Killed in

+ action'. Contents: one pay-book, one pocket-book, and photos, and one

. identity disc marked P.F., D. Coy., 3rd Bn. So poor Pat was dead! | believe
: | shed a genuine tear. The next | heard that he was inspecting one of the

: military hospitals as a Padre and tipping the wink to a 3rd Battalion man

: Who recognised him.

: How he got away | never heard definitely, but | can imagine someone with
: a bloodstained bandage round one arm staggering into the clearing station
: and handing in the dead body on the way down-and P.F., alias Tom Jones
: was evacuated to the hospital ship.

: On arrival there | cannot imagine what he would do, but it is quite likely he
: became a steward or an A.M.C. orderly, or he even may have thrown the
: skipper of the boat overboard and taken charge.

: If ever | want a 'tenner' and P.F. is about, I'll look him up. | know, even if he
: has not got it-which is not likely-he will know where it is to be got!
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Enjoy Arnott’s Biscuits?

You knew they started the business in Newcastle
didn’t you?

In 1847 William Arnott opened his first bakery on
the Hunter River at Morpeth supplying goods to
local people and visiting ships sailing into the
Hunter's biggest port, when sales included ship’s
biscuits. In 1865, he relocated to Newcastle where
he opened the William Arnott's Steam Biscuit
Factory in Union Street, Newcastle. With a staff of
three hundred he baked 80 varieties of biscuits
including the famous Arnott’s Milk Arrowroot biscuit.
Then the factory was a largest employer in
Newcastle. In 1894 the first Sydney factory began
operating.
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Christmas presents from the past.

Maybe asked yourself if an older Aussie, or your parents or grandparents if
you are a younger Aussie.

A nice food blender.

An egg beater or hand
mixer—whatever!

A kitchen meat grinder

Or a nice toaster
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V¥ NO ONE

_.:_.. .. 5 T E e
'.::ﬂ.RE POINTED AWAY
FROM EARTH

Paul and Laurie’s debrief after sub Branch Christmas gathering. There
seems to be no problem we cannot solve! Charlie Stevens may have
been the secret photographer.

Do you remember before the internet, people thought the

cause of stupidity was the lack of access to information?
Well, it wasn’t that!
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Wordsearch No.21

(Solution on page 39)

21 US States
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OREGON

MAINE
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MINNESOTA TENNESSEE
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Page 33



TheBusted Bugle December 2023 Edition

The boys were on the way on a fishing trip in Kakadu. On the way they
saw a nice pair of boots in the window of the tourist shop. Priced at
$600.00, Bazza says, “they’re crocodile boots, | know where we can get
plenty of those”.

Headed up river the boys get dropped off at a deep fishing pool while
Bazza heads up stream.in the boat.

Hours pass and they go looking for him, and walking along
the bank they keep finding crocodiles floating belly up,
until finally round the next bend they see Bazza wrestling
a large croc in the rock pool,

“What the bloody hell are you doing?” they yell.

“Well,” says Bazza, if this bastard isn’t wearing boots, I'll give up”.

 The Givistnas fuce of 4

At dawn the Germans displayed a placard with Happy Christmas written
and then three unarmed Germans walked towards the British trench singing
and shouting, No one fired. The truce lasted between one and seven days
depending on what part of the line you were in.
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along the Western Front of the First World War around Christmas

1914. The truce occurred five months after hostilities had begun. It
is estimated that about 100,000 German and British soldiers were involved
in ceasefires along the whole length of the Western Front.

F I Yhe Christmas Truce was a series of widespread unofficial ceasefires

The truce was a remarkable moment of peace and humanity amidst one of
the most violent conflicts in
human history. Soldiers from
both sides crossed trenches to
exchange seasonal greetings
and talk. In some areas, men
{ from both sides ventured into no
man’s land on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day to mingle
and exchange food and
souvenirs. There were joint
burial ceremonies and prisoner swaps, while several meetings ended in
carolling. Men played games of football with one another, creating one of
the most memorable images of the truce .

The Christmas Truce is a poignant reminder of the power of humanity and
compassion in the face of adversity.

Everything in your childhood was a lie,

A roadrunner’s
maximum speed is 32
kph.

An average coyote can run at 69 kph.
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hristmas is a time of joy and celebration, but it can be difficult to find

joy in the midst of war. During World War Two, Christmas
celebrations had to be scaled down or adjusted due to restrictions and
shortages. In all wars many families had to spend the festive season apart
from their loved ones, making it a difficult time for them.

Organisations like the Australian Comforts Fund Committee and the Red
Cross tried their best to bring some joy to those serving or recovering from
wounds. In World War One for instance, the Australian Comforts Fund
Committee distributed 20,000 boxes containing handkerchiefs, cigars,
cigarettes, and matches to men in camp in Egypt during Christmas 1915
immediately after the evacuated of Gallipoli.

Despite the challenges, people found ways to celebrate Christmas in war
time. Film cameras captured how people celebrated the festive season on
both the home front and the fighting fronts during World War Il. These clips
show both civiians and members of the armed forces -celebrating
Christmas, and even Santa makes an appearance.

Christmas in war time is a reminder that even in the darkest of times,
people can find ways to celebrate and spread joy. It is a testament to the
resilience and strength of the human spirit.

Someone stole my Microsoft Office, and they are going to pay.
You have my word.
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A dog from the battlefield of the Western Front that became a
celebrity.

Rin Tin Tin was a famous German Shepherd dog who starred in many
movies and TV shows in the 20th century. He was rescued from a World
War | battlefield by an American soldier named Lee Duncan, who trained
him and brought him to Hollywood. Rin Tin Tin
became a sensation in the silent film era,
saving Warner Bros. from bankruptcy and
popularising the German Shepherd breed.

After his death in 1932, his descendants and
other dogs continued his legacy on screen,
most notably in the TV series THE
ADVENTURES OF RIN TIN TIN, which ran from
1954 to 1959. The TV show featured eleven
year old Lee Aaker as Rusty, a boy orphaned
in an Indian raid, and adopted by the soldiers
at a US Cavalry post known as Fort Apache
and his dog Rin Tin Tin played by Rin Tin Tin
the IV and other dogs playing the heroic dog’s

Rin Tin Tin's bloodline and name have been preserved today by various
breeders and owners, and he is still remembered as one of the most iconic
dogs in history.

People who say they don’t
care what people think are
usually desperate to have
people think they don’t care
what people think.
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Crossword No 21

(Solution on page 39)

ACROSS

1
4
10
11
12

13
14
16
21
23
25
26

Dogma (5)

German beer mug (5)
Long firearm (5)
Tree-shaping (7)
Arrived without being
heard (5,2)

Buttered tea-cake (5)
Daisy-like flower (5)
Vaporised water (5)
20 per cent (5)
Beaming (7)
Deerstalker part (3-4)
MNatural talent (5)

27 Lamp cover (5)

26

Operatic melodies (5)
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Roof beams (7)
Construct, build (5)
Of a font, placed on a
page (7)

Adult butterfly (5)
Orthodontic device (5)
Reeked (5)

___ Cup, golf
tournament (5)
Breathed out (7)
Southermn US state (7)
Repeatedly (5)
Complain (5)

Fable or fairy tale (5)
Scottish sea area (5)
Fostpone (5)



The Busted Bugle December 2023 Edition

Crossword No. 21 solution

No. 21

Page 39

FoFLo(Dwfdas T cr we w
<zo>urs0zrH0>a w0k
o< Oouwwl=-e>0nn-—-3
o
N Sz or o z|-Tw<[Z)zw(T
S - | = [Z] 2 Jwjw] & ~ <> <
||
> < (@ w0 full-|wo x|o
c
- O 3 - wv@AKEﬂW“FA
C...u 5 -
= 3 = X ﬁ o - -3 | =
S o - Zlle) e [
O o Q m_._z_ ml_ull..n
3 0o e - o w x|o]
—
@) 0O ZF x Mix = L RE
= Ewe s - T |«
wo z(« = - o
- |- X G E W T o F
S| oorxr«<0<o [T




TheBusted Bugle December 2023 Edition

Page 40



