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President Syd Lynch JP 
Secretary Garry (Mick) James JP 
Treasurer Ben Coutman  
Vice President Ray Kelly  
Vice President Peter Taylor  

 
Committee Des Abberfield  
 Gary Griffith  
 Derek Kenyon  
 Peter Sneesby 
 Jamie Purdon 
 
Trustees Paul Feenan JP 
 Geoff Kelly 
 Damien Croke 
 
Chaplain  Reverend Gary Atherton 
Welfare Officers  Syd Lynch, Peter Taylor Peter Sneesby and Gary 

Griffith 
 

For general information relating to sub Branch and its activities, or to contact any 

officer, please contact sub Branch office during office hours. 

Sub Branch contact details:  

Mail to PO Box 374, 

Cardiff, NSW, 2285 

Phone: 4953 7770 or 4956 6333 

email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Website: http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

CardiffRSLsubBranch/ 

Office Hours: Wednesday & Saturday 1000 to 1300 hrs.  

Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, 

however articles should be relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience. 

Posts will need to be vetted before publication and  we do reserve the 

right to edit the length of articles. 

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at 

Editor@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

mailto:admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/
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Australian Walers of the Light Horse in Palestine 1917. 

ON THE COVER 

LAST POST 

The following members of the Cardiff RSL sub 

Branch passed away from September 2022. 

R62932 Cook Keith William TINSON RAN 

2787843 Private David Charles HUNTER ARMY 

Welfare Report  
Sub Branch Welfare officers Syd Lynch, Peter Taylor Peter Sneesby and 

Gary Griffith have been performing their duties with visits to veterans and 

their families confined in hospitals and aged care facilities with school 

ANZAC Day services and RSL funeral tributes. 

While some visits have been restricted by Covid lockdowns they have 

performed trojan service as depicted by the following table showing figures 

for the year 2022 until the 17th November 2022. 

Visits Hospitals 536 

 Homes 176 

 Aged care facilities 29 

 ANZAC Day services 23 

Services Funeral Tributes 13 

 Total 777 
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An Unusual funeral 
On the 26

th
 August 2022 Cardiff sub Branch representatives attended the 

funeral of Former Flight Sergeant Rodger John Hammer at Reflections 

Chapel, Glendale. 

While Rodger was not a member of the Cardiff Sub Branch the family 

requested an RSL Tribute and it was delivered by Secretary and Vice 

President Mick James and Ray Kelly. 

According to Mick James the funeral was VERY unusual in that the casket 

arrived on the back of a semi trailer prime mover in the open and left the 

same way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roger was a transport driver in the RAAF and in civilian life.  He enlisted on 

the 16th November 1971 serving until the 1st January 1993.  His service 

number was A47955. 

Photograph  

by Ray Kelly 

 The last survivor of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour dies. 
 

Mr Ed Hall died in his sleep in Nevada USA on 

Wednesday the 2
nd

 October 2022.  He was aged 

99 years. 

In 1941 he had joined the US Army Air Corps as a 

18 year old.  On the 7
th
 December 1941 he was on 

kitchen duty when he heard what he thought was a 

malfunctioning air compressor.  Walking outside 

the mess hall he found there was a full-blown attack happening.  Taking 
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Remembering Mr Alf Carpenter 
Alf Carpenter was a World War two digger of the 2/4

th
 battalion AIF.  

He passed away on Tuesday the 8
th
 September 2022 aged 105 

years as possibly one of the oldest surviving World War Two 

soldiers. 

He enlisted in 1939 with the 2/4
th
 and after training in Sydney 

sailed for the middle east as part of the Australian 6
th
 Division, 

Seeing action in Libya and the battle of Tobruk in early April 1941 

he was deployed to Greece, where fighting in Crete he was one of 

400 soldiers of the 1100 force to escape imprisonment by the 

Germans. 

He also served in Darwin and New Guinea and when discharged 

in 1946 had reached the rank of Regimental Sergeant Major of the 

2/4
th
 battalion. 

He was very active in the Veteran’s ex service movement and a 

sought-after public speaker.  Greatly respected by the Greek 

community, in August 2022 he received honorary life membership 

of the Cretan Association of New South Wales warmly thanking 

him for his service to the Greek population. 

Alf was well known to all veterans in Newcastle and a well-

respected member of the ex-service associations and 

Mereweather Hamilton Adamstown RSL sub-Branch. 

cover, he saw the explosion that was the USS Arizona being hit and 

exploding with the deaths of 1,177 sailors and marines on board. 

Before his death relating his experience of the attack he said he will never 

forget, adding, “it will be forgotten, just like the Civil War or the Spanish 

American War”.  He said, “This country better wake up or its going to happen 

again, that nobody will pay attention to the warning signs, just like the day of 

December 1941”. 
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 Message from Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch President 
 

To all members I hope you are in good health and spirits. 

Looking back as we reach the end of 2022 the year has been 

tumultuous.  Some sub-Branch activities had to be curtailed 

due to the Coronavirus attacks that did bring an amount of 

uncertainty to us all and to the sub-Branch.  It follows that we 

all should look after our health by getting vaccinated to protect ourselves 

and others.  We have seen the big heartedness of Australians; the nurses, 

ambulance officers, doctors and all front-line workers in the community who 

have allowed us to gain some relief from the virus. 

I was impressed by the Remembrance Day service sub-Branch held on the 

11
th
 of November at our memorial at the registered club premises.  Well 

attended in fine weather with representatives of all the local schools and 

the catafalque party by the 211 Army cadet unit. 

It is alarming that 211 cadets may not be able to continue presenting a 

catafalque party on Remembrance days in the future.  I was told there are 

logistic problems in getting weapons for the cadets other than Anzac Day.  

Also as the cadets are all high school students there are problems in them 

getting time away from studies. 

My appreciation also extends to the marvellous Cardiff Auxiliary for their 

work for veterans.  Their dedication is unsurpassed. 

One of the roles of the RSL sub-Branch is looking after veterans claims for 

service disability pensions.  While applications are still coming in, my wish 

is for other sub-Branch members to come forward and train to aid veteran’s 

lodging claims.  This is now more relevant as I intend to step down from 

pensions and concentrate on the welfare side of sub-Branch duties. 

Being the end of the year, I would like to thank my executive, Vice 

President’s Peter Taylor and Ray Kelly, Secretary Garry James, Treasure 

Ben Coutman and my committee with trustees Paul Feenan, Geoff Kelly 

and Damien Croke for their contribution to veterans. 

Thank you for all your support throughout the year, I wish you and yours the 

very best for Christmas and the New Year. 

Very Best Wishes 

Syd Lynch 
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 Cardiff RSL sub Branch RSL Auxiliary 

 

Coordinator/Hon. President  Pearl Abercrombie 

Deputy Coordinator/Vice President  Kerry Forrester 

Secretary   Lee Zielman 

Assistant Secretary   Debra Ernst 

Treasurer             Kerry Forrester 

Purchasing Officers   Stella Brien 

This year has been a much better year than previous years due to Covid-19. 
We are almost back to normal, doing Anzac Day, Remembrance Day and 
the selling of Badges. 
 
We have attended other Auxiliary Luncheons and holding our own 
Luncheon in November. 
 
The Auxiliary has made slices for Sub-Branch to have after their meetings, 3 
times. 
 
We thank everyone who supported the raffles we held every month after the 
Sub-Branch meetings. 
 
We have three new members of the Sub-Branch Auxiliary, they are all 
males. 
We would like to thank Mick for all the help he has given us, it’s very much 
appreciated. 
We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and prosperous 
New Year. 
 

Lee Zielman 
Secretary 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 for  

RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of RSL NSW Cardiff 
sub-Branch to be held on Sunday 12 February 2023, commencing a 1030hrs 

(10.30am) at Cardiff RSL Club, 45 Macquarie Rd, Cardiff NSW 2285.  

 

Items of business will include the election of a maximum of ten (10) committee 
positions for the next three-year term. 

Committee position up for nomination: - 

- President 

- Vice President/s (Senior & Junior optional). 

- Secretary 

- Treasurer 

- Committee Members, Maximum of five (5). 

NOTE: Delegates position to be nominated from the above positions which 
include:  

District Council Delegate (Max, 2)   

Alternate District Council Delegate/s (Max, 2)  

 

Expression of Interest for the above positions and other duties. 

Nomination forms for will be available at RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch office 
from Sunday 11 December 2022 and completed nomination forms to be 

handed to the Secretary at the sub-Branch office no later than the 28 January 
2023 at 1200hrs (12.00 noon). No exceptions. 

 

(RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch office hours are Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
1000hr to 1300hr (10.00am to 1.00pm)) 

NOTE: Christmas Holidays, RSL NSW Cardiff sub-Branch office will be 
closed from 14 December 2022 and reopen 7 January 2023.  

 

Garry (Mick) James  

Hon, Secretary 
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Digital Learning Classes for RSL Veterans and their families. 

 

 Courses will be run at Cardiff RSL Club, 45 Macquarie Rd, Cardiff by IT 
4 Retirees as follows: 

IT 4 Retirees to run 3 x 3-week mini courses 

  1 hour per week per mini course for 3 weeks: 

Week 1 - Tuesday 21 February 2023 

Week 2 - Tuesday 28 February 2023 

Week 3 - Monday 6 March 2023. 

Maximum 10 people per course meaning we reach 30 people  

Each member can only attend 1 mini course unless the other classes 
are not fully booked. 

      Class times over the three weeks:  

10am to 11am Class – Apple iPads &/or iPhones 

• Week 1 - Photos 

• Week 2 - Internet 

• Week 3 - Apps 

11.30am to 12.30pm Class– Windows 11 laptops or Surface Pros 

• Week 1 - Files & Folders 

• Week 2 - Internet 

• Week 3 - Windows Mail 

1.30pm to 2.30pm Class – Android smartphones & tablets (not Apple 
or Microsoft devices) 

• Week 1 - Photos 

• Week 2 - Internet 

• Week 3 – Apps 

2.30pm to 3.30pm Class– Drop in session 

Week 1 and 3 only where any member can pop in to ask their questions. 
Bookings for classes is essential so please ring 02 4953 7770 or email 
secretary@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au.  

               – Please supply each person’s name attending, the week they wish 
to attend and the time. 

Booking Example 1 – Joe Bloggs, week 1, 2, 3, 10am class.    Booking 
Example 2 – John Citizen, week 1, 2.30pm 

 

mailto:secretary@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au


 

 

Message from the Padre 

 St Thomas Cardiff, Anglican Church of Cardiff 

 

Insert ‘Article’ here 
 

Rev Gary Atherton 
Rector, Parish of Cardiff 

Remembrance Day  2022 

Well, from 1985 to 1990 Universal Pictures produced three time-travel 
movies, Back to the Future parts I, II, and III, staring Michael J. Fox who 
played the role of Marty Mcfly, a comedic time traveller from the 1980s. Back 
in 2020, a cartoonist depicted Marty sitting behind the wheel of his time-
travelling motor vehicle with the machine’s inventor sitting in the other seat 
pointing at the dashboard and saying: “Whatever you do, don’t dial 2020.” 
Yes, 2020 was the sort of year a wise time traveller would do well to avoid. 
But then if Marty Mcfly were to travel several years into our future, and check 
things out for us, he could always come back to 2022 and tell us exactly 
when both the Covid waves and the war in Ukraine will end.  

And, if he wanted to keep his time machine a secret, he could just leave 
us the information in the form of a prediction. After all, during any on-going 
crisis you always find someone trying to predict when things might get back 
to normal. And the First World War was no exception.  

This was a time when numerology came into its own, and soldiers tried to 
calculate the war’s end by adding together the digits in special dates such as 
the beginning and end of the war of 1870-71. One popular attempt predicted 
the end of the Great War as the 11

th
 November 1915—an impressive 

coincidence in terms of the day and month, but off by three years on the 
actual year. However, the predicted year would have sat well with the 
widespread expectation that such a war could not conceivably last more 
than a year or so. So, you can imagine the despair people in the services 
were feeling when the war dragged on into its fourth and fifth years.     

But there were many expressions of faith among the war’s fighting 
soldiers. In their diaries and letters, they made frequent references to the 
Bible, turning time and again to the Gospel of John. Here, they found a 
reassuring vision of Christ’s absolute power, his unconditional offer of 
resurrection and survival after death. Soldiers responded to the image of 
Christ as a faithful leader of a small band of loyal companions. Christ himself 
declared the most stringent demand that could be placed on a soldier when 
he said, “You must lay down your life for your friends.”    

And now over a hundred year has passed since World War I, and the 
wars just never stop. But now they’re more intimate and cause more civilian 
suffering than military. 
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And are fought from apartment windows and in the lanes of villages and 
suburbs, where distinctions between combatant and non-combatant quickly 
melt away. 

But on Remembrance Day we honour the people who were willing to give 
up everything, so you and I can live together peacefully and respectfully, 
freely choosing our countries leaders and obeying laws that have been fairly 
and democratically enacted. 

 
I pray that the day may come when war itself will be no more. And in the 
meantime, we can be thankful for the men and women who laid down their 
lives for our county in times of war and be grateful for those who continue to 
sign up for military duty, giving up their own freedom, and risking their bodies 
and their sanity to protect friends, loved ones, and this peaceful country.  
For even though 2020, and the subsequent years, were hard, every year is a 
good year for remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice in times of 
war. 
  Thank you for the opportunity to write these articles over the last four years. 
And because I’m moving to North Lambton, this is the last one. Thank you 
for your friendship and I wish you all the best for the future. Goodbye and 
God bless.     

December 2022 is the 50
th
 Birthday of the 3rd Field 

Engineering Regiment. 

Formed on 1
st
 December 1972 with the role of Combat 

Engineers, now based at the Lavarack Barracks Townsville.. 

1
st
 December 1942 HMAS Armidale was sunk by Japanese 

aircraft near Timor with the loss of 40 crew. As the Armidale 

sank Able Seaman Teddy Sheean fired at attacking 

bombers until he was lost with his ship. He was awarded 

the Victoria Cross posthumously. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/edward-sheean
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  I cannot believe that it is 
nearly Christmas. The Staff & 
cadets of 211 ACU have had a 
better year than the past few. (due 

to past Covid restrictions). 
 
Since the last editions, 211 ACU has been very busy. 40 odd Annual 
Field Exercise (AFX) which took place in the first week of the school 
holidays. These cadets willingly gave up half their holidays to spend time 
in the bush. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All cadets I’m pleased to say were delivered back to their families, very 
tired, quite smelly (there was one shower trip all week) but with many 
stories to tell. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The unit has had a large increase in numbers. The Newcastle Grammar 
School Cadet Unit has folded & their cadets have transferred to 211. This 
I think is a good thing as both groups are able to pool resources & make 
new friends. 
 
Last weekend (25-27SEP22) 211 returned to Singleton for a unit 
Bivouac. Last Saturday afternoon, the cadets did a 10km NAVEX. It was 
very hot & well lets just say it was good that we ate outside. 
 
 
 
 

  211 Army Cadet Unit (ACU) Newcastle 

Cadets on “Ops” duty at AFX  Visit from the “Sallyman” 

Lessons under the Trees 
Green “Makeover” lesson 



    The Busted Bugle December 2022 Edition 

Page 13 

 
Since the last Busted Bugle 211 Cadets took part in three (3) Community 
Activities, The Newcastle Vietnam Veterans Day Service at Civic Park, 
The Music at the Guns at Fort Scratchley & the Cardiff RSL 
Remembrance Day Service 
 
The Australian Army Band Newcastle (AAB-N) every year undertakes a 
concert at Fort Sratchley. Each year the Grammar School Cadets would 
undertake the lowering of the Flag Ceremony. This year on the 15OCT22 
211 ACU undertook the task. There were two (2) ex-Grammar cadets 
that took part as well. It was a nice evening & I encourage all to do next 

year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On the 21SEP22 211 ACU took part in the Vietnam Veterans Service at 
Civic Park Newcastle. We have done this Service for decades, but due 
to Covid this has not taken place for a few years. 211 ACU Cadets 
carried the nineteen (19) ANF memorial flags that have the names of the 
Newcastle & Hunter Region Soldiers that were killed during this conflict. 
This Service is always a very moving & both the cadets & their parents 
could not help but to be touched by being at there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Music at the Guns—Fort Scratchley Newcastle East 

Vietnam Veterans Service at Civic Park 
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I was able to bring Eight (8) cadets to Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch 
Remembrance Day Service, to supply a Catafalque Party & Flag orderlies. 

If you recall it was quite hot that Morning, but I’m proud 
to say that the 211 Cadets stood in position like 
Guardsman at the Palace. 
 
CDTCPL MacClure commanded the winning 21 
Battalion junior drill competition in September. 
 
In conclusion I would like to thank the Cardiff RSL Sub-
Branch for all their on-going assistance. The Sub-
Branches generous donation will assist the unit with 
equipment that the Army does supply us. We will be 
ready, willing & able to assist Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch in 
2023. 

 
Captain (AAC) Peter Lockwood 
OC 211 ACU 

Would you believe that those smartly turned out cadets on the left are the 

same cadets on the right at the Bivouac mentioned above. 
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                 Mr Greg Piper—Independent member for Lake Macquarie 

   93 Victoria Parade, Toronto NSW 2283 

   Tel, (02) 4959 3200  

    Email lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 

Australian Diggers identified 105 years after their fall 

 

An extraordinary story caught my eye last month and it 
reminded me how technology is helping to find and honour our Diggers who 
died in conflict overseas. 

In short, three Australian soldiers who fought in WWI were formally 
identified more than 105 years after they were killed on the Western Front. 

The remains of the three soldiers were found in 2006 and 2010 but 
historical, anthropological, archaeological and DNA analysis by the 
Australian Army has linked them to their descendants all these years later. 
Quite extraordinary. 

Two of the soldiers – Private Walter Allen Grace and Private Edwin 
Charles Gray - had died near Fromelles in northern France while the third – 
Private Thomas Allen Gibbens – had died in Belgium. 

All three had been buried in wartime cemeteries and were never 
identified until now by teams of volunteers dedicated to such tasks. Each 
will have their graves formally rededicated next year. 

I cannot imagine the peace and comfort that this brings to the 
descendants of those Diggers, but I know I feel immensely proud that we 
are making these efforts to locate and identify our fallen heroes. Their 
sacrifice will never be forgotten. 

************************ 

It was lovely to be able to attend a Remembrance Day service this year 
after many years of disruptions due to the pandemic. 

I attended the Southlake's RSL sub-branch service at Dora Creek this 
year and there was a good crowd in attendance, like there was at other 
services. 

It’s now 104 years since the guns fell silent on the Western Front, but we 
use Remembrance Day to honour the 103,000 Australians who have lost 
their lives in all conflicts, as well as those who have served our country in 
war, conflict and peacekeeping roles. 

We will always remember them. 

On a lighter note, if you’re ever interested in coming down for a free tour 
of Parliament House, let me know. 
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 I watched the dog chasing his tail, and thought how easily dogs are 

amused.  Then I realised I was watching the dog chase his tail. 

Throughout the year, I host local groups who come down for a free tour of 
the Parliament with Madeleine, one of my staffers. Each tour travels through 
the halls of the historic building and we usually stop for lunch before getting a 
seat in the chamber for Question Time. 

I can’t accommodate large groups, but if you’re part of a small group 
which is interested, give my office a call on 4959-3200 and we’ll try to fit you 
in. Numbers and days are limited and the year books out quickly, so get on to 
it early if you can. 

I’m hoping you’re now focused on spending time with your loved ones and 
friends over Christmas. 

Thank you for all the support you have given each other, and to me over 
the past year. 

Lyn and I would like to wish you, your families and friends a very merry 
and safe Christmas. 

We’re feeling good about 2023, and we hope you are too! 

Don’t forget, if you require any assistance with State-related issues such 
as housing or health or any State department, don’t hesitate to give me a call 
on 4959-3200. 

 

Best regards, 

Greg 
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Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers  
(See page 3 of this  magazine.) 
 
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is 
laid-up in hospital and would like a visit from one of our Welfare Officers 
 
Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans 
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a de-
ceased Veteran and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the 
member. 
 
Wellbeing Toolbox 
The Wellbeing Toolbox is an on-line resource for veterans, former serving 
members and their families. The wellbeing information and tools are general 
in nature, so a wide range of people can benefit from them. The website 
was developed by Australian Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health 
(ACPMH) funded by DVA www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Services & Providers 

 
If you require DVA Service or Provider, contact the Sub-Branch during office 
hours as detailed inside front cover. 

Civilian: 

The coffee from  this café 

is so bad. 

Veteran: 

Have you ever had 

lukewarm International 

Roast from the same cup 

that you just used to 

shave from? 

http://www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au
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Kokoda 80th Anniversary 1942 - 2022 
On the 24

th
 July 1942 eighty years ago this year elements of the 39

th
 Citizen 

Military Force Battalion confronted the forward advance element of the 

Japanese who had landed at Gona and were trekking over Kokoda. 

B Company of the 39th and troops from the Papuan Infantry Battalion (PIB) 

reached Kokoda on 15 July. Japanese forces landed at Gona, on the north 

coast of Papua, a week later and quickly moved inland. 

The first clash occurred at Awala on 23
rd

 July and the Australians fell back 

to Kokoda. On 29
th
 July the Japanese attacked Kokoda and the Australians 

were forced to withdrawal to Deniki early the next morning. 

On 8 August the 39th launched a counter-attack at Kokoda but 

outnumbered and short of ammunition, fell back to Deniki after two days of 

fighting. The Australians eventually managed to repeal the ongoing 

Japanese attack and on 14
th
 August the 39th and PIB fell back to Isurava. 

For those veterans who have not handled it, the Lithgow F88 known as the 

AUSTEYR was adopted by the Australian Military in 1989, with many sub 

variants it is the standard weapon still undergoing upgrades to this date see-

ing the F90 produced. A familiarisation diagram of the weapon. 
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W 
hile the ‘Rising Sun’ badge or General Service Badge was 

the backbone insignia of the AIF, during World War One it 

was worn widely by all Australian troops, however there was 

some exception amongst the troops fighting in the 

Middle East.  Generating an ‘esprit de corps’ many of 

the Light Horse Regiments and the Camel Corps 

chose to wear unofficial unit badges.  The badges 

were designed to reflect the designation of each of 

the Australian State from where the unit formed.  For 

example, the 5
th
 Australian Light Horse badge was in 

the shape of a ‘Q’ surrounded by a floral wreath.  

Centred was an emu and boomerang with the words 

Fifth Light Horse A.I.F. as they formed in Queensland. 

The badges were privately designed and 

manufactured both in Australia and Britain, while even some more cheaply 

made and cast in Egypt. They were worn as either a hat badge in 

conjunction with the ‘Rising Sun’ or as collar badges, usually only on one 

collar with the rising sun badge on the other collar. 

While the badge was a bit confusing for the English Soldiers who 

referred to the badge with a bird standing on a crooked stick. 

Some other unofficial Australian Light Horse hat badges. 

Unofficial badge of the 5th Austral-
ian Light Horse 1914 - 1918 

Unofficial badge of the Australian Light Horse Regiment. 

Fourth Light Horse Eighth Light Horse Twelfth Light Horse 
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I don’t think I could stand the thought of my old fancy hack 
Just crawling round old Cairo with a Gyppo on his back. 
Perhaps some English Tourist out in Palestine may find 
My broken-hearted Waler with a wooden plough behind. 

 
No, I think I’d better shoot him and tell a little lie, 

‘He floundered in a wombat hole and then lay down to die’, 
Maybe I’ll get court martialled, but I’m damned if I’m inclined 

To go back to Australia and leave my horse behind.  
By Major Oliver Hogue 

 

T hese were the words of a Light Horse 

trooper in Palestine at the end of the 

War in 1919 when they were informed 

that none of the 136,000 horses from Australia 

sent overseas of which almost 30,000 served 

the Australian Light Horse so gallantly in the 

desert campaign.  Their return was rejected 

immediately due to the substantial risk of 

introducing disease into the Australian livestock 

industry. 

Whether the troopers shot any of their horses in 

large numbers is unknown and maybe it is a myth that reigned, most 

probably from this poem but certainly perpetrated by other publications.  A 

digger did write in 1933 claiming he knew several original Australian walers 

were working from dawn to dusk after the war in stone quarries in Egypt.  

He claimed that the horses were in pitiful conditions and suffering ringbone, 

a painful condition with other maladies, and their Egyptian owners were 

working them to death.   He launched into an argument that it had been 

The beloved Waler of the AIF Light horse 
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cruel to dispose of the horses to Egyptian natives. 

Present date Australian archives, reveal a different story; horse selloff 

commenced in 1919 by the A.I.F. but there was severe opposition by the 

Light horse troopers to any sales to the ‘Eastern Nationality’ because Middle 

Eastern standards of animal treatment differed significantly from Australian 

sensibilities.  Also, sales to Egypt were less likely as camels and donkeys 

were the preferred animal of burden. 

Sales were made to locals in France, Belgium, and Britain.  The French and 

Belgium’s giving assurances that the horses would not be slaughtered for 

horse meat, however the strength of their assurances remain unknown. 

The AIF in the Middle East assessed the horses by age and condition.  The 

better horses were passed onto British and Indian Imperial units, while the 

older, those above 12 years old, and any with poor condition were put down 

by veterinary doctors.  A total of 3,059 horses were destroyed. 

There is no doubt that many light horsemen felt aggrieved that the horses 

would not be returned to Australia. There was much sadness and a sense of 

injustice, which some men no doubt carried for many years with stories of 

walers later seen pulling wagons and carts. One regimental history written 

after the war refused to recount the event in detail because of the memories 

it evoked on Light horse veterans.   

Animal contribution to the 
Great War 
Some eight million horses and 
numerous mules and donkeys were 
killed during the Great War of 1914—
1918. 

Used as transport animals carrying 
ammunition and supplies they were 
exposed to retaliative fire from shell and 
small arm fire.  Many also died from the 
terrible weather and appalling conditions 
of the western front,  The stamina and 
the courage of the animals inspired a 
great affection with the soldiers who 
relied upon them during this conflict and 
also into the Second World War where 
they worked in oppressive heart of 

Burma, Eritrea and Tunisia. 

Tribute formed by 650 soldiers to the eight 

million horses who lost their lives in World 

War One. 
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By a digger who was there 

One of our troops was staggering along the road when he was fronted by 

Padre Woods who started an oration on the perils of drink ending up by 

saying, “Water is the best, my lad, water is the best”. 

The digger regarded his statement and responded, “but who the hell am I 

that I should have the best?  Beer will do me.” 

By a digger who was there. 

On board the ship back to Australian in 1918 we stopped in Bombay.  It was 

100 degrees and the troops were thirsty.  In a flash the troops were off the 

ship and into the pub,  Fronted by the coloured waiter at the door, in perfect 

English he said, “We are not allowed to serve drinks to soldiers here”. 

“Then guess again you bloody dill,” one of the mob called, “We are not 

bloody soldiers, we are Australians”. 

The announcement worked magic.  Apologising for his ignorance the waiter 

hurried off to fill the drink orders. 

136,000 Walers sailed from Australia to serve in the Great War, only one 

was returned.  ‘Sandy’ was the horse of Major General Sir William Bridges 

who was killed on Gallipoli, after he was hit by a Turkish sniper’s bullet on 

the 15 May 1915.  It damaged his femoral artery and he died three days 

later on the hospital ship. His 

body was repatriated to 

Australia, the only identified 

soldier to be returned from World 

War One. 

The General voiced his wish that 

Sandy his favourite horse be 

returned to Australia.  ‘Sandy’ 

was transported home in 1917 

and spent the remainder of his days in Maribyrnong Victoria until he was 

put down in 1923 due to ill health.  His head and neck are preserved in the 

AWM Canberra. 
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They suffered wounds, 

thirst, hunger and 

weariness almost 

beyond endurance. But 

never failed. They did 

not come home. We will 

never forget them. 
 

The words above are on a memorial to 136,000 
Australian horses that served in WW1. The memorial 

is located on the South West external wall of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney. 

Australian Light Horse 
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When did civilisation begin? 
 Some time ago an anthropologist Margaret Mead was asked by a 

student what she considered to be the first sign of civilization in a culture. 

The student expected Mead to talk about fishhooks or clay pots or grinding 

stones. 

 But no! Mead said that the first sign of civilization in a primordial or 

ancient culture was the finding of a fossilised femur or thigh bone that had 

been broken and then healed. Mead explained that in the animal kingdom, 

if you break your leg, you die. You cannot run from danger, get to the river 

for a drink or hunt for food. You are meat for prowling beasts. No animal 

survives a broken leg long enough for the bone to heal. 

 A broken femur that has healed is evidence that someone has taken 

time to stay with the one who fell, has bound up the wound, has carried the 

person to safety and has tended the person through recovery. Helping 

someone else through difficulty is where civilization starts.   
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Beersheba Charge 105 years ago. 
Remembered as the last great cavalry charge, in 1917 the 4

th
 Australian 

Light Horse attacked strong Turkish defences on the eastern side of 

Beersheba.  The Australian charge to capture the water wells at Beersheba 

was viewed by the British High Command as extraordinary.  This was a 

time when the Allies were attempting to liberate Palestine and the British 

were forced to travel through Beersheba due to the availability of water. 

After several British failed attacks Australian commanders determined that 

they would make one last effort with the 4th Light Horse Brigade under 

Lieutenant General Harry Chauvel.  It was just before dark and the gamble 

was that if the charge failed the outcome of the war might be completely 

different. 

No official recording of the attack was made, however after the attack in 

31
st
 October 1918 a snapshot of the attack was being passed around 

among the light horsemen in Palestine, 

The photograph became a important part of the Light horse exhibition after 

the war however the providence of the photo was questionable. 

Brigadier General William Grant  who directed the charge with some of his 

original staff inspected the photograph, the landscape and the formation of 

the charge and found that it tallied with the original change. 

Further investigations were made with the 4
th
 Light Horse Association and 

found that Trooper Eric George Elliott was a rangefinder in the 4
th
 Australian 

Light Horse and on the day with a party of officers he and another trooper 

moved out to the front and stopped at a high feature about 3,300 yards 

(3,200 metres) from Beersheba. 
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He was preparing range charts when the officers left and a very time short 

time after he was confronted by the line of light horse coming at a hard 

gallop with their bayonets drawn.  Having a camera in his pack he 

photographed the charge, 

Becoming aware that a colleague was returning to Australia in January 

1918 Trooper Elliott gave him the spool of film and asked him to get it 

developed and sent to his parents.  He related that when he returned home 

to Melbourne after the war his parents had the photograph but did not 

understand what it meant.   He said that he had several enlarged copies of 

the photograph made and gave them to members of his regiment.  The 

photograph captured the last successful cavalry charge in history. 

Comment 

The charge of the light horse was remarkable as they were never trained 

as cavalry, they were mounted infantry who would ride to the edge of the 

battle, dismount and fight on foot.  In this case they substituted their lack of 

swords with hand held bayonets and became involved in a fight that they 

were never expected to win. 

Take a number, I'll 

be with you 

shortly. 
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AUSTRALIAN SOLDIER’S HEAD WEAR 
 

T 
he hat is ironic to the Australian 
Army’s identity since becoming 
standard issue to soldiers in 1903, 
however it had already seen service 

with the Australians in some form during the 
South African Boer War. 

 The original ‘bush hat’ seems to have 
begun with the Victorian Mounted Rifles in 
1885 an ancestor of the native police hats 
worn in Burma commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Tom Price.  The difference was the 
right-side brim was turned up, ensuring the 
hat would not interfere with the rifle drill 
movement, right shouldering arms. 

 When Britain declared war on Germany on the on the 28
th 

of July 1914, 
11 days later the plan for the formation of the Australian Imperial Force, the 
AIF was completed.  The rush was on to enlist, equip and partially train the 
new 20,000 strong army within a month.  This was to be an Australian army 
raised for foreign service and separate from the Australian Citizen Force.   

 A new uniform designed was considered ‘drab,’ as it was to be khaki 
coloured however the only cloth available was a ‘pea soup’ colour, and this 
became the colour of the Australian tunics, and knee breeches uniform 
throughout the war.  Boots manufactured in Australia, were as pliable as 
any civilian boot and far stouter, so much so that later in France many 
favours were obtained by diggers in exchange for a pair of Australian boots. 

 Australian soldier’s dress differed to the allied force uniforms seen on 
Lemnos Island while preparing for the Gallipoli Campaign.  French soldiers 
of the 175

th
 Regiment were dressed in either blue-grey or dark blue 

uniforms.  Senegalese troops were wearing dark blue fez hats and tunics of 
light blue, the French cavalry wearing blue jackets with red trousers and 
cummerbunds, while the French Zouaves were dressed in large fitting red 
pantaloons and blue jackers embroidered with yellow.  The French Foreign 
Legion wearing white coloured peaked caps and pince-nez, which were a 
style of eye glasses that pinched the nose without ear pieces. 

 The Australians wore the wide brimmed felt hat that had been 
commonly worn by Australians from the Boer war period however Major 
General Bridges vested with the role of raising the AIF ruled out the bright 

First Division AIF preparing to land Gallipoli wearing 
British style peak caps 
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hat bands that was then traditional on the hats to signify the various arms of 
the citizen forces and he replaced it with a plain woollen hat band. 

 The AIF formation comprised of 19 to 38 year old men with 20 percent 
under 21 years old.  Only some officers and NCOs were older than 38 
years.  The standard of training and performance of the AIF was based on 
that of the British army.  While few Australians had ever seen British regular 
troops, as children they had been raised on myths and traditions of the 
‘glorious and heroic’ actions and calvary charges of the British army, with 
the glory of their navy at sea. 

 This was also at a time when before 1901 Australia had no regular 
army.  Rather the ‘Boys own journals’ reported the deeds and exploits of 

British army actions.  Actions such as the charge 
of the light brigade, and the defence of Rorke’s 
Drift were seen by Australian lads as ‘their own 
army’s achievements’ as it was a time when 
Australians related to England as the home 
country, and the British army as their own army.  

Hence the standard of the ‘old’ army was 
something to which Australian lads grew up with 
and looked up to.  They accepted it with naivety 

as being something akin to awe while seeing the British Military as the 
master craftsman and a mentor to emulate. 

 In the race to prepare the AIF it was found that there was a scarceness 
of the Australian hats and manufacture was 
lagging.  Some British style peaked caps were 
issued while permission was given to allow the 
men, if they desired, to buy pith helmets like 
those worn by the British.  A large proportion of 
men, especially in the artillery and the light 
horse, did and wore the pith helmet with a 
certain pride in their resemblance to the men of 
the British Army.  

 As a sideline, the origin of the British pith 
helmet was one that had been modelled on the Prussian military 
‘pickelhaube’, and had it not been for Queen Victoria’s intervention, the 
British army would have had their wish granted and been permitted to be 
closely assimilated with the German Army, and the helmet would have had 
the spike at the top. 

 After the AIF departure, on arriving in Egypt all men were issued with 
the British small peaked cap.  This had a flat circular crown stiffen by a wire 
hoop identical to those worn by the British army, and again a hat that many 
Australians were keen to wear imitating their ‘idols’. 

(Continued on page 29) 

British Army Pith Helmet 

                          WW1 Slouch hat 
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 However, the awe based impressions held by the Australians about the 
British soldiers was short lived.  After 
they had completed their harsh training 
in the desert, they were granted leave 
and walking around the city of Cairo 
they met with men of the British Army—
first the East Lancashire Division.  
Australians described them as ‘little pink
-cheeked lads from the Manchester 
cotton-mills and from England’s coal 
mines.’ 

  A huge shock!  British soldiers who 
looked like children when compared with 
the huge men of the Australian regiments.  

 The Australians had not realised that 
the physique of their force was anything greater than the average, until this 
contrast forced it upon them and upon everyone else in Egypt.  

Subsequently many visitors from Great Britain and the Western Front 
declared that the Australians and New Zealanders in Egypt and Gallipoli 
were the biggest men that they had seen in any force.  While the 
Australians maintained an affiliation with the British Private soldier, seeing 
individuals as holding fine qualities, they realised the English were not the 
myth they had grown up believing. They did not really blend with the 
Australians who then had their concepts of the British colourful status 
demolished and they were quick to recognise their own status and identity.   

The headwear of the Australians was enhanced, the reputation of the 
iconic slouched hatted digger prevailed throughout the fields of France and 
Belgium and the British pith helmet and peak hats were discarded forever. 

Well thought out? 

A man in China bought a First class fully refundable plane ticket which gave 

him access to the airport’s VIP lounge where high rolling travellers can dine 

for free. 

The man rescheduled his first-class ticket 300 times in one year to enjoy free 

drinks and meals.  When the airline eventually figured out his scheme and 

confronted him, he cancelled his ticket and got a full refund. 

Australian soldiers wearing caps on 

the deck of Prince of Wales on 

route to Gallipoli landing. 
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Horses of two fallen Australian light horsemen stand behind their graves. 
Both men were killed when they were ambushed by Turkish soldiers on 

the 29th of September 1918.  They were Sergeant Louis Shannon Brook 
MM, of Pimpinio, Victoria, and Trooper Clarence William Radburn, of Neville, 
New South Wales, both of the 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment.   

 
The burial locations were well detailed by maps and notes but when 

sought by the Graves Registration in 1922, could not be found, accordingly 
their burial places remain unknown, 
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S 
ince its inception, in-air refuelling has turned out to be an essential 
aspect of air force practice. Air forces around the world have adopted 
this technique to save time and improve an airplane’s flight time. 

Also known as aerial refuelling, mid-air refuelling, or tanking, in-air 
refuelling is simply a 
military practice of 
refuelling an airborne 
aircraft.  It involves 
transferring aviation fuel 
from the tanker or donor 
aircraft to the receiver 
while both are in the air. 
The concept is akin to 
connecting a running 
vehicle to a mobile tanker 
truck. 

US Captain Lowell 
Smith and Lieutenant 
John Richter performed 
the first aerial refuel on 27 
June 1923.  The DH-4B 

biplane remained aloft over the skies of Rockwell Field in San Diego, 
California, for 37 hours.  
 
The concept of in-air refuelling gained greater significance during the Cold 
War. The United States required nuclear-armed bombers to remain 
airborne 24/7. They wanted to deter any Soviet strikes or, in the event of a 
strike, effect prompt and adequate retaliatory strikes. Furthermore, these 
heavy bombers needed to be stationed in the air to execute a first strike 
immediately if ordered to do so. 

The first suggestion of in-air refuelling came in 1917 from an Imperial 
Russian Navy aviator, Alexander P. de Seversky. He would later become an 
engineer in the U.S. War Department. He received a patent for his concept 
of in-air refuelling three years later. 

first Air to Air refuelling 

AERIAL REFUELING 
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R ECENT launching of new  built naval vessels recall the 
romantic history behind the colouring of Her Majesty’s warships.  Nowadays 
all naval vessels are painted in the same dull-leaden grey or smoke-grey 
colour, which was adopted in 1903.  
  
 Prior various colours were used on British warships, and a browse 
through old records reveals some interesting facts.  For instance, in the 
Tudor days a blazing red paint job signifying death without quarter, was the 
accepted colour for all British war-ships.   This was the accepted colour until 
Queen Elizabeth I came to the throne, and the crimson was abandoned for 
variegated colours; hulls of the vessels were being painted black and upper 
works green and white.  
 
 But in the days of Thomas Cromwell (1485 -1540) these bright colours 
were not considered suitable, and ships were painted black all over. After 
Cromwell's death, and with the restoration of the Stuarts, the former bright 
colours introduced by Queen Elizabeth l were restored to warships.  
These lasted until the time of Nelson, who introduced a new colour scheme. 
Wishing to magnify his little fleet, he had the hulls or his ships painted dead 
black from bow to stern, with bright yellow bands running along each row of 
gun-ports. This gave the vessels a waspish, wicked appearance, well 
worthy of their exploits. 
 
 Superstructures were painted white, and the masts a pale buff yellow. 
This colour-scheme, with a few minor alterations, was used until 1903, 
when, with the invention of long-range gun-fire, it became necessary to use 
a colour giving the utmost invisibility. After many experiments the present 
smoke-grey colour was selected.  

1940’s: 18 year old's’ fought facing death in the desert of North 

Africa, the Islands of the Pacific and the storming the beaches 

of Normandy . 

 

  2022: 18 year old's’ need a safe place because words hurt 

their feelings. 
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SABOTAGE – by a digger who was there.  published August 1945 

A live Mills' hand grenade came into the possession of 

British and Canadian war prisoners in Munster Camp 3,  

Germany when the Germans failed to search a badly 

wounded prisoner before putting him in the camp hospital.  

The group who found the grenade tied down the lever 

with string so that it could not explode when the pin was 

removed.  Then they dipped it in melted tar and covered it 

with coal dust, making it look like a lump of coal.  The 

disguised bomb was planted well back in the coal tender 

of a powerful railway engine.  Two hundred miles from Munster, while 

pulling a military train, the engine was blown up.  News of the happening 

filtered back to main camp in due course, but it never dawned on the 

Germans that the fireman on that train had shovelled a live grenade into 

the furnace. 

Real headlines published in Newspapers 

• Eye Drops Off Shelf  

• Squad Helps Dog Bite Victim  

• Juvenile Court To Try Shooting Defendant  

• Two Soviet Ships Collide, One Dies  

• Cold Wave Linked To Temperatures  

• Survivor Of Siamese Twins Joins Parents  

• Breathing Oxygen linked to staying alive 

The only person who calls to check on me everyday is the bloke from In-

dia who wants to discuss my internet speed. 
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I n 2012 sub-Branch considered a motion to upgrade the memorial at 

the front of the Memorial club from a small and dated walled plaque 

with Army, Navy and Air Force badges and two World War One 

marble tablets that had been relocated from the memorial gates at the 

entrance to the Cardiff Park on the corner of Macquarie Road and Myall 

Road.  There was some discussion about making an application for a 

redundant artillery piece that would have required making it inert and 

positioned on a suitable plinth.  The disadvantages became obvious and 

after some research, E.H 

Stonemasonry Services of the Central 

Coast and the principal of that 

company Mr Ted Higgins consulted.  

Mr Higgins antecedents were that he 

had trained as a stone mason in the 

United Kingdom and served his time 

working on Westminster Abbey and 

other historic establishments here in 

Australia. 

(Continued on page 35) 

Stone of Remembrance  displayed on 

Commonwealth War Grave Cemeteries 

throughout of the world. 

Old Memorial replaced 
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A memorial was designed that would replicate the Stone of Remembrance 

which is a standardised design for war memorials across the commonwealth 

battlefields of the world to commemorate those “of all faiths or none”. 

 It was originally designed by British architect Sir Edwin Lutyens for the 

Imperial War Graces Commission, the forerunner of the Commonwealth 

War Graves commission in 1917.  The stone was also deliberately designed 
(Continued on page 36) 

Design details for the finished stone 

Design plan prepared by sub-Branch for the construction of our memorial 
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to avoid any shape associated with a particular religion but rather the shape 

has been compared to that of a sarcophagus or an altar. The quote on the 

stone ‘Their name liveth for evermore’ is a direct quote from  the King 

James version of the bible proposed by poet Rudyard Kipling, whose son 

was killed in the first war and is widely inscribed on war memorials since the 

First World War. 

A member of sub branch then designed a memorial that would be sized at 80 

percent of the original 

Lutyens’ design due to 

limited space at the present 

location. 

A sub-Branch delegation 

attended the Gosford 

Sandstone quarries with the 

Stone Mason and selected 

the stone that would be cut 

into shape and engraved 

before being trucked to 

Cardiff where it was mounted 

onto the prepared foundation 

slab. 

It was interesting to watch 

how the masons aligned the 

heavy stone into its correct 

place on the foundation slab 

while being able to remove  

the crane’s lift straps from 

under the stone.  The stone 

masons obtained two large 

blocks of ice from Darks Ice 

works and placing those 

onto the stone then had the 

crane lower the stone onto 

the ice and removing the 

lifting straps. Allowed the 

slab some lateral movement to align 

it, and then as the ice melted the stone slowly lowed into its correct place. 

The construction had full cooperation of the Registered club’s board and a 

Foundation trenches for stone and flag poles 

Selected stone cut and engraved 

at Gosford Quarries 
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I called around to the house I grew up in, and asked if I could go in a 

have a look around,  They said no and slammed the door, 

My parents can be so rude. 

Photograph taken on completion 

50/50 share of the cost.  There was a need to obtain engineering certificates 

for the foundations to negotiate and design the bronze ADF badges and 

warriors’ sword for attachment to the memorial. 

In conjunction with the work, we also arranged for the lead lettering to be 

replaced as it had deteriorated and some missing from the World War One 

tablets. Again, this was carried out by the stone masons while all the design 

certification for the foundations, construction, and stability of the two flag 

poles was via a donation from EJE Architects.  Work was completed by 

Anzac Day April 2013 when the memorial was dedicated on the morning of 

our dawn service. 

Today the memorial is approaching ten years’ service and has been 

maintained by sub-Branch members with the assistance of Bunnings 

Warehouse who provide horticulture assistance on request.  



The Busted Bugle December 2022 Edition 

Page 38 

The Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA) was founded at the outbreak of World 
War two.  A civilian 
organization it made an 
enormous contribution to the 
winning of the war.   
A team of 1250 men and 
women from 25 countries 
took on the role of ferrying a 
total of three hundred and 
nine thousand aircraft for the 
Royal Airforce and the Royal 
Navy from the manufacturing 
factory to the front-line 
squadrons, freeing up 
operational pilots in front line 
squadrons. 
 

Aircraft flown were varied models with some 147 different types, and 
were without radios, no instruments and very often the ATA were flying an 
aircraft that they had never seen before. Flying with a small folder of ‘Ferry 
pilot notes’ that as pocket size listing basic instructions for each aircraft in 
service that included fighters, transport and bombers, all flown at the mercy 
of the fickle British weather, so ferry flights were flown below 2000 feet 
under visual flight conditions. 

 
Many heroic young women, with minimal training, flew thousands of 

aircraft around the country risking their lives to keep aircraft in the air during 
the war. Their role included ferrying warplanes that were damaged or 
needed maintenance back to factories and maintenance units before 
ferrying them back to operation units. 

 
Until the war’s end when they were unceremoniously discharged to 

resume their roles as housewives.  However one achievement the women 
attained was they received the same pay as the men of same rank, a first 
for the British government agreeing for an organisation under their control. 

A new exhibition at the Biggin Hill Memorial Museum commenced on the 
28 July 2022 named Women and War: Hidden Heroes of World War 
Two commemorating the 178 ATA pilots who were killed during war service. 

Female pilots finally celebrated for their 
crucial role in Battle of Britain 

https://bhmm.org.uk/
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A  little-known hero of the battle of Romani fought from the 3
rd

 to 

the 5
th
 August 1916 was an Australian horse known as ‘Bill the 

Bastard’.  Almost non-existent in the official history of the AIF in World War 

One, Bill remained anonymous in the 

history only gaining a small reference in a 

paragraph, “Major M Shanahan of the 2
nd

 

Light Horse Regiment, riding around the 

listening posts, found four Australians who 

had lost their horses and had been 

outflanked by the enemy.  Taking two of the 

men onto his horse and with a trooper 

hanging to either stirrup, he dashed safely 

through the Turks in the darkness”. 

Affectionately known as Bill the Bastard, he was a Waler 17.1 hands or 5’ 

9” high at the shoulder, a mixed breed of horse bred in New South Wales, 

and one of 136,000 sent overseas to support Australian’s efforts during 

World War One.  A chestnut stallion with a belligerent nature and much 

larger than the average waler weighing in at 730 kilograms, he was landed 

on the Gallipoli Peninsula with the Anzacs.  Allocated duty as a packhorse 

as he was considered to be unrideable. He did not mind carrying large 

weights uphill and injured soldiers downhill, but he still refused to allow 

anyone to ride him.  Bucking, kicking and biting any potential rider, many 

who tried, often would suffer broken bones. 

Bill had a history from Liverpool Camp in Sydney where he was used to 

test the riding ability of volunteers for the Light Horse.  Any soldier who 

could stay aboard for any length of time was considered a good rider. 

Soldiers on Gallipoli ran betting competitions on the time a rider could last 

on his back; the average time was 15 seconds. The record time was for a 

British jockey who had ridden in cup races he lasted for two minutes 15 

(Continued on page 40) 

Bill the bastard with rider Major Michael Shanahan, 

BILL THE BASTARD 
A CHAMPION HORSE OF THE AUSTRALAIN LIGHT HORSE  
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seconds before he was dislodged. 

Bill had the stamina to run for six hours while other horses tired after thirty 

minutes. Working daily on the Anzac area he was well known by the field 

ambulance men who used him to retrieve wounded and dead, including 

being the carrier of the dead body of John Simpson (Simpson with the 

donkey reputation) down the valley to beach cemetery.  

Michael Shanahan was a carpenter who at the age of 44 years enlisted in 

the Australian Light Horse at Roma Queensland on the 11
th
 September 

1914, landing at Gallipoli on the 9
th
 May 1915.  Then a Lieutenant, he had 

travelled on the same ship as Bill and had witnesses Bill’s rebellious nature 

when he refused to be led to the lower deck of the ship, and remonstrated 

until he was led to a better lit and ventilated middle deck accommodation 

where he obediently entered a stall.   

After he was wounded twice in the flank and treated at the veterinary 

hospital being cared for by poet and Journalist Captain Banjo Paterson, 

Shanahan visited Bill and worked to endear himself to him. Shanahan 

carried ‘liquorice all sorts' as treats and developed a comradeship that 

extended throughout the Gallipoli evacuation and back to Egypt where, 

eventually, Bill allowed Shanahan to ride him, but, only Shanahan enjoyed 

that privilege. 

Shanahan then a major commenced his training of Bill, but with the 

impending action of the battle at Romani looming, that was to involve the 

2
nd

 Light Horse Regiment he remain unsure whether Bill would have the 

attributes required for a battle horse, concerned that Bill might revert to his 

previous behaviour. 

On the 15
th
 August 1916 Major Shanahan rode Bill to action and 

responding to a call for help from a wounded man, he rode Bill through the 

gunfire where he located not one but four Tasmanian light horsemen who 

had had their horses shot from under them and were stranded in no man’s 

land.  Shanahan raced Bill across the sand and loaded two men onto the 

rear of the saddle while calling the other two to stand on Bill’s side with one 

foot in each stirrup.  Bill then under the enormous load of carrying the five 

men, well over 400 kilograms, cantered almost 3,000 metres through soft 

sand while carrying the five men to safety from almost certain death. 

Bill was then given a drink and immediately started pawing the ground 

chomping to return to the battle.  Shanahan said to the horse, “okay Bill its 

(Continued on page 41) 
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time to get back, you’re a bloody marvel” and then rode him back into action 

where shortly after Shanahan was shot through the 

left leg and Bill was wounded twice.  Irrespective 

Major Shanahan continued leading his men for 

some time before he passed out, at which time Bill 

realising that he was not receiving any commands 

from his limp rider, turned and gently trotted back to 

the Australian camp stopping at the only place he 

knew for medical attention, the veterinary hospital. 

Major Shanahan leg wound did not heal and his leg 

was amputated.  He was repatriated back to 

Australia never seeing Bill again.  Bill continued on 

duty until the end of the war relegated to pack horse 

status and carried machine guns in the famous 

charge at Beersheba.  Of the 136,000 Australian 

horses who served only one returned home.  It was 

not Bill.  He was one of the many Walers who did 

not return. 

A twist to the story was that at the end of the war Bill 

was taken back to Gallipoli as one of a group of 

packhorses on a war burial detail and artefact 

collecting excursion with his best mate a grey mare 

called Penny.  There they were left together where 

the village elders were told in no uncertain terms 

that he was to be used for stud and as a pack 

horse and never to be ridden.  Bill died in 1924 at 

the age of 21 and is buried on Walker’s Ridge 

Gallipoli. 

In June 2019 Bill the Bastard was immortalised in a 

life size statue of bronze 340 kilometres south-

west of Sydney, at Murrumburrah, the birth place in 

1897 of the First Australian Light Horse, depicting 

the epic feat of Bill the Bastard and Major Michael 

Shanahan saving four Tasmanian troopers during the Battle of Roman.  

(Continued from page 40) 

Major Shanahan MID DSO after 

left leg amputation. 

Bill the Bastard's rescue statue at Murrumburrah 
NSW the home of the 1st Australian Light Horse. 
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Also known as the Battle of the Nek, 

rather than a well planned battle, 

this was a slaughter of two 

regiments of young Australian Light 

Horsemen, a massacre ordered by 

incompetent Senior Officers 

executing their own troops. 

It occurred on the 7
th
 August 1915 when Australians from the 3

rd
 Light 

Horse Brigade were ordered to 

attack Turkish trenches.  This action 

was depicted in the final part of the 

Movie Gallipoli directed by Peter 

Weir and released in 1981.  The 

movie holds historical inaccuracies, 

especially that it was the fault of the 

British command when it was really 

an Australian affair. 

The Nek was a narrow ridge that led 

to a Turkish stronghold on the top of a high feature known as Baby 700.  It 

was to coincide with a separate attack by the New Zealanders from Chunuk 

Bair and the plan was that the convergence of the troops would see the 

taking of the high feature. 

It was an easily defendable bottleneck position for the Turks.  Between 30 

to 50 metres wide with the ground on each side sloping away into valleys 

150 metres deep.   This was a time when both sides of the combat were 

well entrenched on the Gallipoli peninsula, and any attack to gain land 

could only be expected with a huge loss of life. 

August 1915 saw the planning of exactly that; an attempt to break the 

deadlock and capture the high ground held by the Turks.  The feature 

sought was called Sari Bair and the assault was designed to link up with a 

new English Landing taking place at Suvla Bay, further up the peninsula. 

The attack was to be made by the 8
th
 (Victoria) and 10

th
 (Western Australia) 

(Continued on page 43) 

THE ATTACK AT SAIR BARI GALLIPOLI 

1915 
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Light Horse Regiments simultaneously with the 1
st
 Light Horse Brigade 

attacking other high 

features. 

 The attack was scheduled 

to begin at 4.30am on the 

7
th
 August and troops were 

ordered to attack with 

bayonet only and no rifles 

charged and loaded.   

The Turkish trenches 

consisted of two rows of 

front line trenches with 30 machine guns positioned on the flanks with 

clear fields of fire.  Behind the two front trenches were another eight 

trenches tiered up the slope. 

Illogically, four days before the attack the Australians received orders that 

all their clothes and spare kit was to be stowed away in packs. They were 

left for days in the cold weather without tunics, allowing little sleep dressed 

in their shirts, shorts and puttees and wearing web equipment, hats, 

carrying 200 rounds of ammunition, 6 biscuits, 2 sandbags, fixed bayonet 

and an unloaded rifle.  It was to be a bayonet charge. 

The troops were keen to get into action as the 3
rd

 Light Horse Brigade had 

never seem any important offensive having so far only experienced trench 

war was eleven weeks of trench digging and water carrying.  Had they 
(Continued on page 44) 

Panorama of NEK battlefield looking towards Turkish Soldier’s 
memorial (circled) rom Australian trenches 
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been more experienced the improbably of the task they were faced may 

have been more daunting. 

The attack was to be preceded by a naval and artillery bombardment from 

field pieces on Gallipoli destined to cease at 4.30 am.   For some 

inconceivable reason the artillery fire ceased seven minutes before zero 

hour.  The Turks in their front trenches had been thoroughly exhausted 

during the night’s shelling now cautiously gained their senses and realising 

there was no further shelling, crowded into their front trenches standing two 

deep, some even sitting on the parapet waiting for the attack they knew 

must follow. 

Over time many historians have examined the failure of the shelling to 

continue supporting the attack.  Either it was a failure in the coordination of 

timings, the attack was delayed by commanders after the cessation of the 

shelling, or perhaps the shelling was just lifted to fall further up the high 

features further supporting the troops expected advance.  However the 

extra 7 minutes of time given to the Turkish defenders allowed them to 

prepare a disastrous response for the Australians.  

The Turkish trenches were described as “less than a stone’s throw away”.  

For an understanding of the size of the battlefield, a scaled diagram has 

been prepared from information contained in the History of the AIF.  The 

(Continued from page 43) 

(Continued on page 45) 

Location of the trenches relative to each other.  The existing 
Turkish Memorial is a point of comparison. 
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scale bar below is in metres.  The Australian trenches are at the bottom of 

the image in blue colour, the red trenches of the Turkish troops at the upper 

of the image.  The circled object is on the Turkish soldier Sergeant Mehmet’s 

memorial that appears in the panorama photo taken in 1919 shown on the 

previous page. 

The battlefield has been described in size as three tennis courts on their 

side.  For the purpose of comparison two late model Toyota Camry sedans 

drawn to scale have been inserted on the right side of the battlefield area. 

The attack formation planned four lines each comprising 150 men.  Two 

from each of the 8
th
 and two from the 10

th
 Light Horse Regiments.  They 

were tasked as follows. 

As the attack hour drew nearer the first two lines of 150 men of the 8
th
 

formed the first two attacking line, with each line carrying four small red and 

(Continued on page 46) 

150 men 8
th
 Light Horse Take the NEK 

150 men 8
th
 Light Horse Take Baby 700 

150 men 10
th
 Light Horse Take farther trench 

150 men 10
th
 Light Horse Carry Picks and shovels 

Aerial Photograph taken when the Australian memorial and 
cemetery at the NEK was being constructed. 
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Australian attack was made towards the camera position. 

yellow flags to be displayed from any captured trenches filed into the first 

row of trenches, the second line ready to leap after the first.  The remainder 

of the attack force were assembled in rearward saps ready to file forward. 

Aware of the shortage of artillery support the men waited to face their fate 

when the whistle blew.  Immediately on leaping over the parapet the Turks 

opened fire with a fusillade that it was impossible to distinguish the 

continuous sound of whether it was rifle or machine gun fire. 

The 150 made little headway as men suddenly went limp and sank to the 

ground, being mowed down in the first seconds.  Many hit fell back into their 

trench, while others hit in the first couple of yards managed to crawl back  

Killed in this first line was the Commanding Officer of the 8
th
 Lieutenant 

Colonel A.H. White who insisted on leading men in the first line attack.  All 

the rest lay dead including the Regiment’s officers having advanced about 

(Continued on page 47) 
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five or six paces.  The first line had been annihilated. 

Reportedly only three Light Horse miraculously reached the Turkish trench 

line where they could do nothing other than throw some bombs into the 

Turkish trench.  Two minutes after the first attack, the second line was order 

forward.  The entire 150 men leap over the parapet into the storm of fire.  

This second line advanced a little further as its dead were found a few yards 

ahead of the first line. 

About this time officers observing from further back reported seeing a red 

and yellow flag being displayed in the south east corner of Turkish line. It 

has never been decided who placed it there but believed by one of the men 

from the first line who had reached that far. 

After the second line had left the trench, the remaining men of the 10
th
 Light 

Horse formed into the front trench.  The Australian trenches were now 

crowded with attack troops and the dead and wounded.  The men had 

determined they would run straight and fast seeing it as giving the possibility 

of at least some reaching the objective. 

The clear uselessness of continuing the attacks did not generate a change 

of orders from senior command, even though Major T.J. Todd commanding 

the third line witnessing the futility of the first two attacking lines of 300 men 

reported to the Regimental Commanding Officer of the 10
th
 Light Horse 

Lieutenant Colonel Brazier who then appealed to the Brigade Major Colonel 

J. Antill explaining what had happened and requested he stop the slaughter. 

Antill, who thoroughly disliked Brazier simply replied, “Push On”, and so the 

next wave prepared, about the same time as a Brigade staff officer came in 

from Brigade Headquarters and asked why the third line had not yet 

attacked.  

The decision was that the attacks would continue, perhaps driven by the 

sight of the red and yellow flag fluttering from the Turkish trench.  The third 

wave of the 10
th
 Light Horse did not hesitate, the possibility of letting down 

their mates was unthinkable, and went to attack with the same result as the 

earlier waves. 

At 4.45am the fourth line jumped the parapet and meet death instantly as 

those previously had.  Apparent was those on the left of the fourth attacking 

line went forward more cautiously than the others.  Keeping low and not 

running straight at the trenches, after advancing a short distance flung 

themselves down amongst the officers and men of the other lines who were 
(Continued on page 48) 
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lying there, and were withdrawn with the other survivors. 

The attack on The Nek had been bought to a standstill.  On no other 

occasion during the war did Australians have to face a concentration of fire 

as great as that faced on the Nek. 

The cost. 

The 8
th
 Light Horse lost one half of those who started as killed and nearly 

half of those left were wounded. 

 
The reported figures are smaller, as many more succumb to injuries and 

died of wounds.  Further while the physical injuries were immense, the 

psychological injury must have been extreme for those who survived. 

(Continued on page 49) 

    Killed Wounded 

8
th
 Light Horse 300 started 154 80 

10
th
 Light Horse 300 started   80 58 

  total 234 138 

The burial ground at the NEK.  The Turkish trenches commenced at the memorial stone; the Australian 
light horse attack was from the terrace on the right of the photo.  316 Australians are buried under the 
ground you are looking at.  The Turkish memorial circled in previous photographs is to the left of this 
photograph behind the trees. 
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From the Turkish perspective, they had been given the opportunity of 

reinforcing their trenches in the previous days and no Turkish soldier was 

injured in the attack, and no Australians entered Turkish trenches. 

During the planning of the attack, it was unclear whether it was to be part of 

a major attack or merely a feint to allow New Zealanders to take Chunuk 

Bair. 

In the planning General William Birdwood commanding of the AIF on 

Gallipoli had written, “an unaided attack across The NEK against Baby 700 

was almost hopeless.  He was correct! 

The Anzacs also expected some assistance would come from the landing 

by the British 34
th
 Brigade of the 11

th
 Division the day before on Suvla Bay.  

Visible in the distanced of the above photograph.  This landing had been a 

shemozzle from the start.  Little advancement from the beach was made 

after 6 were killed and 7 wounded from being sniped from hill 10, a hill that 

no one knew was there, but was taken later in the morning after the Turks 

there withdrew. 

English Major General Sir Frederick William Stopford was Commander of IX 

Corps.  He had been Lieutenant of the Tower of London and never 

commanded men in action.  He elected to command the Suvla landing from 
(Continued on page 50) 

The grass of the NEK cemetery now coves the remains of  316 Australian 
soldiers buried here.  Only five could be identified.  

See  Page 51 for diagrammatically representation of casualties) 
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HMS Jonquil anchored offshore..   Stopford was 61 years of age and retired 

in 1909 before being recalled in 1915.  While the landing was in progress, 

he was in bed asleep.  He did not go ashore until the day after the landing.  

Suvla was then comparatively quite but it was clear no firm hand was in 

control of the mass of men who had been suddenly dumped on the beach 

leaderless.  The British official history records the scene on Suvla during 

broad daylight was verging on chaos. 

This was obvious to the Light Horsemen on Russell’s top overlooking the 

beach of Suvla watched the non-advancement of the English troops who 

had basically bedded down making tea.  Stopford having no intentions of 

advancing to high ground reported to General Hamilton, “The troops 

deserve great credit for the result attained against strenuous opposition and 

great difficulty.” 

Questioned about his inaction, Stopford reported “The Ottomans were 

inclined to be aggressive”.  Stopford was dismissed and returned home. 

When the Commonwealth burial parties returned to the Gallipoli peninsula 

in 1919 the sun-bleached bones of the deal Light Horsemen were still lying 

where they had fallen on the 7
th
 August 1915.  Trooper Harold Rush of the 

10
th
 Light Horse was killed in the third wave, and he is buried in the nearby 

Walker’s Ridge cemetery, his epitaph reads, “Goodbye Cobber, God bless 

you”. 

“…a deed of self-sacrificing bravery which has never been surpassed in 
military history – the charge of the Australian Light Horse into certain death 
at the call of their comrades need during a crisis in the greatest battle that 
has ever been fought on Turkish soil…” Captain Bean, noted war historian 
and official observer 
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The diagrammatical depiction of the carnage on the small NEK battlefield, 

the distance between the trenches and showing a total of 372 size scaled 

Light horsemen figures representing 234 killed in red and 138 wounded in 

blue of the 600. 

 

 

Sergeant R A "Pop" Howes MM photographed at the 
age of 58, 7

th
 Australian Division, in full uniform. 

Sergeant Howes enlisted in the First AIF in 1916, 
serving with the 54th Battalion. He again reenlisted in 
the 2nd AIF in May 1940 understating his age by 
sixteen years. In 1941 he was awarded the Military 
Medal for "outstanding gallantry" at Adlum in Syria 
while serving with the 2/7th Battalion.  

Discharged in 1942 he enlisted again in 1944, this time understating his 
age by only fourteen years, and was finally discharged from the Army as a 
62 year old corporal posted to the British Commonwealth Occupation Force 
(BCOF) at Eta Jima in Japan. 

I am thinking about becoming an anti-vaxxer as everyone who received 

the first small pox vaccine in 1798 has died.  Really makes you think 

doesn’t it? 
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Crossword No, 4 

(Solution  on page 55) 
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Arrow Word Puzzle  No. 4 

(Solution on page 55) 
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The lies my mum told me 
1. It is illegal to drive with your internal roof light on. 

2. If you swallow chewing gum it will stay inside your stomach for 7 years 

3. Keep pulling that face and you will stay like that. 

4. If you watch too much TV you will get square eyes 

5. I have eyes in the back of my head 

6. You can’t swim for one hour after eating 

7. I am just going into the shop for only one thing 

8. Swallow apple seeds and a tree will grow inside your stomach 

9. Maybe ...I will think about it. 

Important facts to remember as you grow older 

 
Death is the number one killer in the world. 

 Life is sexually transmitted. 

 Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die. 

 Giver a person a fish and you feed them for a day.  Teach a person to 

use the internet and they won’t bother you for weeks, month or maybe 

years. 

 Health fanatics are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital 

bed dying for nothing,. 

 All of us could take a lesson from the weather,  It pays no attention to 

criticism. 

 In the 60’s people took acid to make the world weird,  Now the world is 

weird and people take Prozac to make it normal. 

Having children makes you realise how dumb your lies 

sounded to your parents 
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Word Search solution No.4  

 

Crossword solution No 4  
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A Good Day Coffee Shop 

Amanda Pollock 

ALDI Cardiff 

Cardiff Jewellers 

Cardiff Quality Meats 

Woolworths Cardiff 

Classic Framing & 
Memorabilia 

Homes 4 Us 

Iron Horse Inn 

Jack McNaughton OAM 

Pharmacy Express 

Rachel Sorby 

Ronnies Flower Shop 

Sarah Jane & Simeon 

Simeon's Hair Salon 

Terry White Chemist 

Triton Copy Centre 

Trinity Clothing 

Wicks N Bits 

 

Cardiff RSL sub-Branch Auxiliary thanks 
the following local Cardiff business and 
people for their donations and supporting 
our Veterans and making a difference.  


