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President Syd Lynch JP 
Secretary Garry (Mick) James JP 
Treasurer Ben Coutman  
Vice President Ray Kelly  
Vice President Peter Taylor  

 
 
Committee Des Abberfield  
 Gary Griffith  
 Derek Kenyon  
 Peter Sneesby 
 
Trustees Paul Feenan JP 
 Geoff Kelly 
 Damien Croke (proposed new trustee) 
 
Chaplain  Reverend Gary Atherton 
 
Welfare Officers  Syd Lynch, Peter Taylor and Peter 
 Sneesby. 

For general information relating to sub Branch and its activities, or to contact any 
officer, please contact sub Branch office during office hours on telephone 49537770 

or email. 

Sub Branch contact details:  

Mail to PO Box 374, 

Cardiff, NSW, 2285 

Phone: 4953 7770 or 4956 6333 

email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Website: http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/ 

Office Hours: Wednesday & Saturday 1000 to 1300 hrs.  

Busted Bugle invites and encourages submissions to the magazine, however 
articles should be relevant to the ‘Bugle’ audience. 

Posts will need to be vetted before publication and  we do reserve the right to 
edit the length of articles. 

For submissions to the magazine please contact the editor Paul Feenan at 
Editor@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au 

mailto:admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
http://www.cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/CardiffRSLsubBranch/
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Aussie diggers on patrol in South Vietnam. ON THE COVER 

LAST POST 

The following members of the Cardiff RSL sub Branch passed 

away in the past 12 months 

16369 LAC Neville Herman Wels Air Force 

2/709846 Private Dennis John Murnain Army 

R62968 LS William James Bulloch Navy 

2/77303 Private Valery Birjuk 
Army 

 

131039 LAC Reginald George Hincliffe Air Force 

295998 Sapper Gregory Love Army 

2/69534 Private Robert George Tisdell Army 
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Message from Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch President 

 

 

 

Syd Lynch. J P 
President 
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Message from the Padre 

 St Thomas Cardiff, Anglican Church 
 
 
 
 

 

T he atrocities of the war in the Ukraine are a brutal reminder of the 
alarming number of people who senselessly loose their lives in armed con-
flicts. In the twentieth century alone, 100 million people were killed in wars.  
 
But sometimes the soldiers who served were able to share some vivid mem-
ories of their time overseas that had nothing to do with the horrors of war. 
For example, my grandfather Aaron Coustley, who fought in the First World 
War, wrote the following description for the Horsham Times, in Victoria, not 
long after he disembarked in Egypt:    

           
“I am knocking about on dry land once more. We disembarked in Egypt. I 
suppose our services will be required in the Dardanelles before very long. 
The trip over was not very interesting till we reached Suez Canal. Every mile 
of it was crammed with interesting sights. It was quite evident that we were 
on the verge of hostilities as soon as our ship turned into the cutting. Tom-
mies, Indians, horses and camels were entrenched along the bank, within 
speaking distance. British and French warships were in galore. The Tars 
would all stand to attention and give us three cheers as we passed. The 
Tommies would line up along the bank and call out, "Are we downhearted?" 
Of course, hundreds of voices on board would answer "No," and then the At-
kins' hats would all come off as they cheered us. When we were passing In-
dian troops they would swarm down to see us. Fine, active looking men they 
are, their solemn looking faces and demeanour forming quite a contrast to 
the happy, smiling faces of the Tommies. "Where you from ?" some of them 
would ask, and when we'd, answer they'd all call out,"Austraalyah ! Austraal-
yah !" and clap their hands like a big crowd at a cricket match. They don't go 
in for cheering, these Indian men.  
 
 When we reached Alexandria, . . . [we saw] scores of half-starved, half-clad 
creatures, whose ages range from three or four to eighty, fight for bits of 
food and clothing thrown to them. . .  
Down the streets there's hundreds of all sorts and sizes and colours, and the 
fashions in dress seem to be represented from the time of Moses to the pre-
sent day. Big Arabs ride little donkeys about the size of a year-old calf. The 
old Arab has to hold his feet up or they would drag on the ground. They ride 
on the footpath, or anywhere. I had to walk in the roadway half the time. It's 
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Why bother keeping up with the Joneses when you could drag 

them down to your level.  Much less expensive that way. 

the best place, too, because the green grocers have goats tied up outside 
their shop doors to eat up waste, and it's hard to keep your boots clean on the 
footpath. . . I haven’t had a look at Cairo yet. I don't think I'll bother it much. 
I'm told it's worse, if possible, than Alexandria. It's rather hot here just now, 
but I don't mind the country. It's not much different from the mallee for heat 
and sand; in fact, it looks peaceful to see the native men and women working 
in the fields. They all move slowly, no hurry, or bustle. To see the women 
strolling along to the wells with the water bottles on their heads you'd think 
Pharaoh must be about somewhere in his chariot.   No more news at present, 
hoping you are all quite well.” 
 
 My grandfather died in the mid-1960s. And the only memory I have 
of him was when I was playing with a small toy outside the door of the 
bedroom he was staying in at our house. He took passing interest in the 
little bus I was playing with. And he may have even been the first person 
who pointed out to me what a bus was—which isn’t surprising, since he 
had such an eye for detail. When we have so many concerns at the pre-
sent time, may we never forget to take in some of the details and the 
beauty of the world around us.     
 
Gary Atherton       
 

Rev Gary Atherton 
Rector, Parish of Cardiff 
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 Cardiff RSL sub Branch RSL Auxiliary 

 

Hon. President Pearl Abercrombie 

Vice President Kerry Forrester 

Secretary  Lee Zielman 

Assistant Secretary Debra Ernst 

Treasurer           Kerry Forrester 

Purchasing Officers Stella Brien 

 
The Ladies Auxiliary held there first meeting for the year on the 12th of February 
2022.  We also held our AGM meeting the same day. Co-Ordinator is Pearl Aber-
crombie, the Treasurer is Kerry Forrester, and the Secretary is Lee Zieleman.   
 
We are hoping for a better time this year for fund raising. We will be selling Anzac 
Badges at various locations on the 22nd of April, 2022.  
 

Lee Zeilemen 

Hon. A/Secretary 

Long servicing trustee Bill Johnson had advised sub Branch 

that he will be standing down from his position as Trustee, effective from 

April this year.  Bill has bought his wealth of management experience to the 

sub Branch for the benefit of the executive and members. 

His counsel will be missed, however he is standing down for his own 

reasons mainly to give a younger veteran the opportunity of taking over his 

reins. 

Bill will remain a valuable member of our sub Branch, and no double all 

members will join the executive in offering thanks to Bill for his service to the 

sub Branch as both a committeeman and trustee. 

TRUSTEE RETIREMENT 
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A 
 relative of our 

member Peter 

Kearns and our 

Anzac Piper 

Denis Browning was 

awarded the Military Medal 

during WW2 in New Guinea. 

Andrew De Vere 

Rutherford was born on the 

31
st
 December 1913 

enlisting in the AIF as a 27-

year-old on the 15 June 

1940. 

He and his older brother James enlisted together at Newcastle NSW and 

were given consecutive service numbers, Andrew’s NX47461 James’ was 

NX47460.  James was killed in action in Syria in 1942. 

On enlistment, Andrew a carpenter by trade, served until discharged on 1 

March 1946 with the rank of Sergeant.  He had served a total of 2011 days 

with 1788 days on active service overseas in the Middle East and New 

Guinea.  Attached to 2/31
st
 Battalion AIF; on the 7th November 1942 the 

battalion was the first to re enter Kokoda tracking the retreating Japanese. 

The following day, the 8
th
 November 1942 he was wounded suffering 

gunshot wound to Left thigh.  At the time he was on patrol in VARDU as the 

leading forward scout and when climbing up a steep bank he was shot 

through the left thigh.  Wounded he lay about twenty yards away from a 

Japanese light machine position.  He forced to remain in his position 

feigning death for several hours when he was able to extract himself from 

the position and crawl back to his company location.  He was able to give 

detailed information regarding the Japanese positions and their weapons, 

but he only allowed the stretcher bearers to attend to his wounds after he 

made his report.   

The information he provided was such that it allowed D Company of the 

battalion to stage an immediate and successful  attack.  For his action he 

was awarded the Military Medal.  Portion of his citation reads, “His conduct 

in the campaign was of a very high standard and his powers of leadership 

inspired his section”. 

Rutherford brothers.  Andrew Rutherford MM on right, 
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On my first day in prison my cellmate said to me, “If you ever come 
close to me I will bloody well skin you alive, and when we are 

sleeping you don’t bloody well touch me, you hear me?  Don’t ever 
talk to me either”. 

Great I thought,  first day here and I’m already married. 

Why must I prove that I am me to pay my bills over the phone? 

Do strangers call to pay my bills?  And if they do, why don’t you 

let them? 

 

Oldest Australian World War 2 Veteran 

Mr Bert Collins died February 2022 at 

the age of 105 years. 

Serving as a Sergeant in the 52nd 

Australian Composite Anti Aircraft 

Regiment AIF in New Guinea, he was to 

turn 106 in March. 

Four Good Pubs 
 
In civilian life my mate spent his spare time as a temperance lecturer. On 
leave with a party of a dozen other Diggers we approached the township. He 
remarked: "There are five hotels in this town and though I have been in 
camp for three months I have never been in one of them."  
"Cripes, it must be crook," Andy replied. "Which pub is it?" 



The Busted Bugle (Summer 2021-22 

Page 11 

What is happening and available from your RSL Sub-Branch? 

 
Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers 
 
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is 
laid-up in hospital and would like a visit from one of our Welfare Officers.  
 
Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans 
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a deceased 
Veteran and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the member. 
 
Information on Pensions 
We can assist all members of the Australian Defence Force with establishing 
your eligibility to lodge your claim forms for submissions to the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs (DVA). 
We can assist you to lodge appeals against any decisions by DVA that are 
not to your liking. 
 
Wellbeing Toolbox 
The Wellbeing Toolbox is an on-line resource for veterans, former serving 
members and their families. The wellbeing information and tools are general 
in nature, so a wide range of people can benefit from them. The website was 
developed by Australian Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health (ACPMH) 
funded by DVA www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Services & Providers 

 
If you require DVA Service or Provider, contact the Sub-Branch during office 
hours as detailed inside front cover. 
 

Why are there so many Smiths in the phone book?  

Probably because they all have phones. 

Memorabilia 

If you have any information about the items in our display cases regarding who 

donated them, please contact the Sub-Branch Office during office hours as we have 

the items catalogued in an Assets Register and would like to establish ownership 

details. 

http://www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au
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      We will always remember them 

 

    Mr Greg Piper—Independent member for Lake Macquarie 

93 Victoria Parade, Toronto NSW 2283 

Tel, (02) 4959 3200  

Email lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 

Like everyone else, I’m really looking forward to getting some normality 
back into our Anzac Day commemorations this year after several years of 
Covid chaos.  Having said that, the way in which we came together in new 
and unique ways over the past two years has been both heart warming and 
satisfying. The Anzac spirit, and the community’s willingness to never let it 
fade, clearly remains as strong as ever. 

To see families, many with young children, lighting their streets with 
candles at dawn, and with random neighbours blaring The Last Post from a 
bugle or speakers, is something I will never forget. I was so proud of the 
spirit shown by our community – a spirit derived from the original Anzacs.  
We will never forget them. We will never forget any of our ex-servicemen and 
women. We will never forget their sacrifices, nor the efforts to keep our country 
safe. Thank you. Lest we forget. 

I have again produced an annual Anzac Day booklet which will be 
delivered to all homes in my electorate in the week leading up to Anzac Day.  
This year’s booklet notes some milestone events. The battle for Kokoda, the 
bombing of Darwin and the fall of Singapore among others, all took place 80 
years ago this year.   

There is also a tribute to our nurses who served in overseas conflict, 
and one incident in particular which highlights a shocking waste of life, but 
emphasises the courage and bravery of our people when placed in dire 
situations. 

That’s the story of Vivian Bullwinkle. With the fall of Singapore to the 
Japanese imminent in February 1942, it was time for 65 nurses to evacuate 
aboard the small coastal steamer Vyner Brooke. The overloaded steamer 
was sadly bombed and sunk, killing 12 nurses. The remaining 53 nurses 
reached Banka Island which was later the scene of a horrific massacre. 
Captain Bullwinkle’s remarkable story of survival is told in the booklet, so be 
sure to check it out. 

I should also mention that the booklet contains a great story on the 
‘flying walrus’. The former RAAF flying boat base at Rathmines might be 
best known for its connection to the Catalina, but less is known of the 
Supermarine Walrus which also spent a lot of time at the base. The Walrus 
was originally known as the Seagull V and played an important role in the 
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operations at Rathmines during WWII. 

If you don’t get your booklet in the mail, or if you’d like additional copies, 
just call my office on 4959-3200 or send an email to 
lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au and I’ll get some out to you. 

As always, I hope this newsletter finds you all in good spirits and good 
health. 

If you require any assistance with State-related issues such as housing 
or health or any State department, don’t hesitate to give me a call on 4959-
3200. 

 

Best regards, 

Greg 

 

LEST WE FORGET 

Mr Pat Conroy—Federal member for Shortland 

Suite 1A/571 Pacific Highway, Belmont NSW 2280 

Tel, (02) 4947 9546  

Email: pat.conroy.mp@ahp.gov.au 

www.patconry.com.au 

Ms Sonia Hornery—State member for Wallsend 

67 Nelson Street, Wallsend NSW 2287. 

Tel, (02) 4950 0955  

facebook.com/SoniaHornery  

twitter.com/Sonia_Hornery 

mailto:lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au
file:///J:/BUSTED%20BUGLE/2021-2022%20SUMMER%20BUGLE%20(1).docx#_top#_top
https://twitter.com/Sonia_Hornery
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by Paul Feenan 

In 1968 Australians woke  to disconcerting headline; HMAS Hobart (D39) 

had been hit in Vietnam.  Hobart was a guided missile destroyer on deploy-

ment to Vietnam waters  

and was on the firing line 

when attacked. 

 On the morning of 

the 17th June 1968 Ho-

bart in company with the 

USS Edson  was near 

Cap Lay when they detected the approach of an aircraft which was identified 

as ‘friendly’.  While attempting to communicate with the aircraft it attacked, 

launching a missile at the Hobart hitting her amidships.  The aircraft then 

made a second attack launching two further missiles both into the starboard 

side.  HMAS Hobart then opened fire on the jet that was only identified as a 

swept wing jet fighter, that after being fired on, absconded. 

 The attack killed two Australian sailors, Chief Electrician Raymond Hunt 

aged 27 years and Ordinary Seaman Gunner Raymond Butterworth aged 18 

years.  A further seven Australian sailors were wounded.   

 Hobart was on her second tour of duty with the US Seventh Fleet having 

toured Vietnamese waters some 12 month before when she had been 

shelled by shore batteries but escaped without damage.  The investigation 

into the attack determined that it was made by a US F- 4 Phantom jet that al-

legedly suffered a radar malfunction. The jet had been dispatched to repulse 

what was believed to be a series of enemy helicopters that the Americans 

feared maybe Russian built M-14 ‘Hound’ helicopters ferrying enemy ferrying 

troops, and the Jet’s radar malfunction prevented the pilot distinguishing be-

tween the large Hobart on his screen from possible low flying helicopters. 

Note:  Sub-Branch President Syd Lynch was a sailor on the HMAS Hobart 

during this attack.   *      *      *      * 
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RAAF C-130J Her-

cules arrived from 

the United States 

after being upgrad-

ed by Lockheed 

Martin.  The up-

grade included 

safety equipment with changes to the navigation system tallowing greater 

acracy during landing approaches especially in the Asia Pacific region and 

remote locations of Australia.  The remaining 11 C-130J’s will be modified by 

Airbus Australia Pacific at Richmond NSW. 

 

 

 

 

HMAS Stalwart’s Ship’s 
Company “crew ship” for 
the first time during a com-
missioning ceremony. 

HMAS Stalwart is the 

newest vessel in the 

Royal Australian 

Fleet.  It was commis-

sioned on the 13th 

November 2021 at 

Fleet Base West, Western Australia. 

Stalwart is the second of two Supply Class Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment 

(AOR) ships purchased for the Navy, and with HMAS Supply it can sustain 

off-shore ADF assets with fuel, water, food, ammunition and other cargo for 

long periods.  They will enable extended deployment of Australian Defence 

Force personnel to ensure a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. 

HMAS STALWART 
 

NEW HERCULES 
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The civilian appreciation of 

 Vietnam veterans 1964—1975 

 

For us it was the six O’clock news, 

For them it was a reality. 

We called for Pizza, 

They called for medics. 

We watcher children play, 

They watched children die. 

We learned of life, 

They learned of death. 

We served dinner, 

They served their country. 

Our passion was success, 

Theirs was survival. 

We forgot, 

They cannot. 
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Want to know the secret of turning $40.00 into $400.00? 

Put the $40.00 into your petrol tank and then drive to work. 

Living on Earth may be expensive, but it includes 

an annual free trip around the Sun.  

Real headlines published in Newspapers 

1. State population to double by 2040.  Babies to blame. 

2. We hate maths says 4 in 10—a majority of Americans. 

3. Princess Diana was still alive hours before she died. 

4. Tiger wood plays with own balls, Nike says. 

5. Greenland meteorite maybe from space. 

6. Miracle cure kills fifth patient. 

7. Large yellow object spotted in sky, 
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Imagine you were born in 1900 
 
• When you are 14 World War 1 commenced until 1918 with 22 million 

dead. 
• When you are 18 the Spanish flu pandemic starts with 50 million dead. 
• When you are 29 you suffer the global economic crisis that started with 

the collapse of the New York Stock exchange causing inflation, unem-
ployment, and famine. 

• When you are 33 years of age the Nazis come to power. 
• When you are 39 World War 2 begins and ends when you are 45 years 

old with over 60 million dead. In the holocaust 6 million jews die. 
• When you are 52 the Korean War begins. 
• When you are 64 the Vietnam war begins and ends when you are 75. 
 
A child born in 1985 thinks his grandparents have no idea how difficult life 
is, but they have survived several wars and catastrophes. 
 
Today we have all the comforts in our new world amid a new pandemic.  But 
we complain because we need to wear masks.   
 
We complain because we must stay confined to our homes where we have 
food, electricity, running water, Wi-Fi and even Netflix. 
 
None of that existed back in the day.  But humanity survived those circum-
stances and never lost their joy of living. 
 
 A small change in our perspective can generate miracles.  We should 
be thankful that we are alive.  We should do everything we need to do to 
protect and help each other. 

 

 

The glass framed murals are on display in the Cardiff RSL club.  They were 

rescued and restored by sub Branch.  The murals were originally on display 

at the old Adamstown RSL club but on the demise of the club were housed at 

the Army Bullecourt Barracks, Adamstown.  They were collected from there 

by our sub branch.  We suspect there maybe one further mural, the fourth of 

the group in existence however we are do not know where it is. 

If any member has further information, the sub Branch committee would love 

to know. 
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Must have their joke 

 

By a digger who was there - published June 1950 

 In July 1941, we were on our way by train from Bathurst. (N.S.W.) to 
Fremantle. Didn’t know where we were headed for, but the popular tip was 
Malaya. 

 Strict secrecy was enjoined on the part of the men. Most were anxious to 
drop a parting line to relatives or friends, and it was the job of the officers — 
in particular, the security officer to see that no letters left the train during the 
journey. But our boys must have their fun, and the security officer was hard 
put to it to preserve his dignity when, he found, as he did more than once, 
that the letter he had galloped from one end of the train to the other to 
intercept was only a blank envelope.  

 All the same, he stuck to his job, and put up with the chaffing of the 
troops in general and his brother officers in particular.  

 But at one stop past Port Pirie, he excelled himself as he saw a civilian 
about to step aboard the troop train. "Hey, you!" he shouted from a distance 
as he ran up. "You're not allowed on this train." "Why?" said the civilian. 
"Because it's a troop train," came the reply. "Can't help that," said the civilian, 
"I'm going to travel on it just the same." "Oh, no you're not!" declared our 
security officer angrily. "Oh, yes I am!' said the civilian, "because if I'm not 
allowed on, the train doesn't go." "Why?" asked our bloke. "Well, I'm the 
guard," replied the civilian as he hopped nimbly aboard. 

What you get when you allow students to mark 

their own exam papers. 
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The Battle of Long Tan: 1500 Strong 
VC and NVA Force Ambushed 108 
Australian diggers – and Lost. 

By Paul Feenan 

Special Acknowledgement and thanks to Mr Peter Doyle 
–Survivor of 10 Platoon D Company 6 RAR at the battle 
of Long Tan. 

Reference to McCauley L. (1986) The battle of Long 
Tan: Century Hutchinson Australia Pty Ltd. 

  

D uring the Vietnam War, 108 
Australian 

soldiers stood 
against a Vietnam-
ese force 1,500 to 
2,500 strong near the 
village of Long Tan. 
When the battle was 
over, the Australians 
had lost 18 men KIA, 
while another 24 
were wounded. The 
Vietnamese, howev-
er, may have suf-
fered well over 500 
casualties with one 
of their attack battal-
ions ceasing to exist.  
To say that this was 
an act of courage and determination 
would be an understatement. 

What is factual about the Battle of 
Long Tan is that, on 18 August 1966, 
young Australians, the majority being 
National Servicemen patrolling in the 
rubber plantation at Nui Dat reacted 
to their training and leadership and 
snatched victory from a brave and 
determined Vietnamese enemy force. 

Australia had a presence in Vietnam 
from 1962 with the Australian Advi-
sor’s (AATTV) numbers growing to 
112, but under US control. 1

st
 Battal-

ion Royal Australian Regiment (1 

RAR) had served as the third Battal-
ion of the American 173

rd
 Airborne 

Brigade, however the Australian 
government wanting to take greater 
control, sent over a Task Force com-
prising 5 and 6 Battalions Royal 
Australian Regiments on 14 June 
1966. These joined up with 1RAR and 
units of the New Zealand Army to 
form the First Australian Task Force 
(1 ATF). 

In charge of 1 ATF was Brigadier 
David Jackson, a 
World War two veter-
an whose only orders 
from the Commander 
of all Vietnamese 
Allied Forces US 
General William 
Westmoreland was, 
“Take over Phuoc 
Tuy province”.  

1 ATF was then 
stationed centrally in 
the province at Nui 
Dat where it enjoyed 
a short supply line to 
Vung Tau and as it 
was in an ideal 

position to control the most densely 
populated area; it could cause disrup-
tion to Viet Cong (VC) activity as they 
had to pass through the Task Force 
area. Based in the rubber plantation 
the diggers could apply the Australian 
methods of guerrilla tactics mastered 
in the jungles of Malaya as opposed 
to the attrition warfare methods that 
the Americans preferred, where a 
moving powerful and noisy force 
hoped to attract Vietcong (VC) at-
tacks or have them flee the area. 

By August 1966, the base was barely 

(Continued on page 22) 
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three months old when the VC took the opportunity to try and dislodge this 
very ‘inconveniently’ located Australian base, and launched a mortar and 
recoilless rifle attack on the Task Force just before midnight on August 16.  
The Task Force response was by the artillery, yet the VC pressed their 
attack until the following morning causing 22 Australian and 1 New Zealand 
casualties. 

 An Australian three Company patrol that morning located the aban-
doned mortar positions from where the VC had fired and though aban-
doned, they did find clothes and blood stains, proving that their return fire 
had hit some targets.  Patrols continued over the next day located no 
enemy and a feeling of security in their new base was spreading, and an 
entertainment group comprising Col Joye and little Patti was flown into Nui 
Dat on August 18 to entertain the troops.  

 Irrespective on that day, Major Harry Smith Company Commander of D 
Company 6 RAR was told to take his Company to try to locate and chastise 
the VC responsible for the recent mortar attack.  The soldiers of D Compa-
ny left the base at 11.15 am annoyed that they would miss the entertain-
ment entering on what they believed would be just another stint of futile 
footslogging in the wet jungle and moved out to relieve B Company who 
was going to have the luxury of attending the entertainment.   

 D Company moved towards the rubber plantation at Long Tan 2,500 
metres away, reaching and relieving B Company at around 1 pm.  At 3:40 
pm the Company was moving through the plantation in arrowhead for-
mation, widely dispersed, with 11 Platoon occupying the right, 10 Platoon 
the left, to the centre rear was Company HQ, while 12 Platoon was bringing 
up the rear, when they confronted 6 Vietnamese soldiers wearing green 
uniforms; walking indifferently through the jungle and strolling between the 
diggers of 11 Platoon, who opened fire killing one and dispersing the other 
five. 

 The VC were a guerrilla force based in South Vietnam who were sym-
pathetic to the communist cause, many of whom wore the traditional black 
clothing of farmers. The North Vietnamese Army (NVA) were North Viet-
namese professional soldiers who wore green uniforms, and while it was 
hard to distinguish as water saturated clothing all appeared black during the 
fight, the significance was initially lost on the Australians; these were part of 
a main force of professional soldiers who would stand and fight, unlike the 
Vietcong village guerrillas who would strike and fade away into the jungle. 

 It is apparent that these Vietnamese were just as surprised as the 
Australians were to see them, and though the encounter was reported to 
base, the Australians did not immediately realise what they were 
up against.  They were essentially facing the North Vietnamese 274 and 
275 Regiments including the VC D445 Provincial Mobile Battalion, who 

(Continued on page 23) 
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were then within striking distance 
from the Australian Task Force, 
only 2000 metres away and still 
completely unaware of the Viet-
namese presence.  

 Shortly after resuming the 
advance, at 4.08 pm 11 Platoon 
having drawn ahead of 10 and 12 
Platoons, all in extended line, 
reached a barbed wire fence 
running through the trees, where 
they came under vicious small-
arms fire described as ‘a million 
little lights coming out of the 
rubber from knee to above head 

height’ accompanied by rocket-propelled grenade fire from their flank.  
Eleven Platoon was immediately isolated.  

 Heavy fighting ensued as the advancing Vietnamese battalions of the 
274 and 275 Regiments attempted to encircle and destroy the Australians. 
In the first 20 minutes, more than a third of 11 Platoon had become casual-
ties, while the platoon commander Lieutenant Gordon Sharp was killed 
soon after. Pinned down, the Company called for artillery support as a 
torrential monsoon rain began, completely reducing visibility. 

 D Company was accompanied by Captain Maury Stanley the Forward 
Observation Officer (FOO) from the New Zealand 161 Battery of the Task 
Force, who directed heavy artillery fire onto the VC positions attacking in 
human waves, so fierce that it required the artillery fire to be directed almost 
onto the Australian positions. 

 The other two Australian platoons attempted to move in support of the 
isolated 11 Platoon but were repelled.  It was then realised that they were 
facing a much larger force than initially envisaged, a force that was then in 
the process of encircling the Company.  Air support would have been help-
ful; however, it was out of the question due to the heavy weather.  The 
reality was the 108 diggers of D Company were fighting for their lives.  To 
their credit their maintenance of their battle discipline was so proficient that 
the Vietnamese believed they were in contact with at least an Australian 
Battalion force.  In reality the Australians were fighting off a much larger 
force and their supply of ammunition originally the battle allocation of 140 
rounds per man, was becoming scarce, with section commanders ordering 
that automatic weapons fire on single setting rather than automatic. 

 While attempts were being made to open a path to the isolated 11 
Platoon to reform the Company, communication was still in place with 1 

(Continued on page 24) 

Situation of D company patrol with 11 platoon sepa-

rate from 10 and ahead of 11 when heavily attacked. 
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ATF, and the call for resupply was being responded to.  Boxes of ammuni-
tion wrapped in blankets were loaded onto two 9 Squadron RAAF Iroquois 
helicopters flown by Flight Lieutenants Cliff Dohle and Bruce Lane.  They 
were guided by two other Iroquois flown by Flt Lt Bob Brandin and Flt Lt 
Frank Riley, all four choppers lifted off into the intense monsoon rains and 
poor visibility to search for D Company in the rubber plantation. 

 D Company was still fighting off human wave assaults of attackers and 
nearly out of ammunition when warned of the helicopters approach.  The 
danger to the diggers then increased as the artillery response had to be 
stopped to allow the choppers to come in low over the Company drop and 
them fly out.   

 About 6.00pm the choppers arrived overhead at tree top level, the 
digger’s having marked their position with smoke.  To effect the delivery as 
they choppers were unable to land, the pilots rolled the choppers onto their 
sides allowing all the ammunition to fall directly out and into the Company 
position. Boxes were gathered by WO2 ‘Jack’ Kirby who initially had trouble 
breaking open the boxes, and the ammunition was distributed around the 
troops by Kirby running through the plantation while fully exposed to enemy 
fire, throwing the lifesaving ammunition to the troops.  For his action WO2 
Kirby was recommended for a Victoria Cross that was downgraded to a 
DCM.  Sadly, WO Kirby was killed the following year by ‘off target’ NZ 
artillery barrage.  

 By 6.10 pm D Company had reformed but was still in danger of being 
overrun, while A Company, 6 RAR was dispatched in M113 armoured 
personnel carriers from 3 Troop, 1st APC Squadron to reinforce them with B 
Company headquarters and one platoon also assisting.  Leaving Nui Dat 
the carriers moved east, crossing the Suoi Da Bang River before encoun-
tering elements of D445 Battalion then attempting to outflank D Company 
and assault it from the rear.  The Viet Cong were massing for another large 
assault that would have likely destroyed D Company when the Viet Cong 
were caught by surprise.  The Cavalry M113’s crashed into their flank and 
with darkness falling they broke through while B Company entered the 
position at 19:00 hrs. 

 Ais arrived at the crucial point as D Company was again almost out of 
ammunition; some soldiers only having five or less rounds, the firepower 
and mobility of the Australian APCs broke the will of the Vietnamese, forcing 
them to withdraw. By 19:15 the firing had ceased. 

While many of the enemy soldiers had suffered gunshot wounds, the artil-
lery proved critical in ensuring the survival of D Company having been firing 
almost constantly throughout the engagement expending in excess of 3,000 
shells. After no counter-attack the Australians prepared to withdraw with 
their dead and wounded loaded onto the carriers.  D Company left at 22:45 

(Continued on page 25) 



The Busted Bugle (Summer 2021-22 

Page 25 

while B and C Companies departed on foot, pulling back a couple of hun-
dred metres.  

 Three and a half hours after it began, the fighting ceased, and a land-
ing zone for helicopters was established by the Cavalry Armoured Person-
nel Carriers forming into a square.  Facing outwards with their tops opened 
showing the internal light upwards to aid the choppers, the evacuation of 
the casualties was finally completed after midnight, however the defensive 
position was maintained overnight, with the troops enduring the cold and 
heavy rain. 

 The Australians returned to the battle field area in strength the next 
day, but surprisingly with orders from D Company CO Major Smith that D 
Company would be used to go and retrieve any further dead and missing.  
Initially this cause a lot of consternation amongst D Company members 
who had believed they would not survive the attack, and now were faced 
with again fronting the sharp end, however this was later viewed by mem-
bers as “getting back on the horse” while asserting a psychological domi-
nance over the area. 

 Sweeping the area looking for the fifteen missing Australians they 
located a large number of Viet Cong dead while the thirteen Australian 
bodies were recovered with two wounded diggers who had remain undis-
covered and unknown to each other on the battlefield during the night. 

 During this retrieval Brian Wickens the Intelligence Officer of 6 RAR 
noticed a group of diggers lying in the prone firing position guarding the 
search position.  Calling to them and receiving no answer he approached 
them and found the platoon diggers that he thought were guarding him 
were all dead, many suffered head wounds while lying facing their enemy.  
Every one of them in their firing position resting their heads on their rifles, 
with no sign of blood as the monsoon rains had washed them clean.  
Wickens said, “They’d stuck to their guns, they really had.  It was the 
bravest thing I’d ever seen and I’ve been in seven theatres of war”. 

 It took three days for the Australians to bury the large number of VC 
dead, the diggers only using their personal entrenching tools to dig graves. 
This act alone enhanced the reputation of the Australian diggers amongst 
the Vietnamese that was relayed in later captured VC documents that said 
of the Australians, “they buried our dead, they are a true enemy”. 

The aftermath 
 The Australians initially believing they had suffered a major defeat with 
eighteen Australians killed and 24 wounded, however the scale of the Viet 
Cong’s losses was being revealed; the Viet Cong lost at least 245 dead 
with more dead being found over the next days and weeks revealing the 
true extent of the victory.  

(Continued on page 26) 
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 This number 245 Vietnamese dead was a number gathered from a 
quick body count that morning and immediately sent to the Australian 
Government, who was particularly anxious as to how the news to the Aus-
tralian public of losses suffered in the first action that involved a large 
number of national service conscripts would be received.  The number of 
enemy dead quickly gathered and sent to the Australian government that 
first morning still remains the actual enemy casualty count recorded, how-
ever the true number of enemy dead and wounded will never be known.  
For days and weeks after Vietnamese dead were located in the jungle well 
away from the battlefield and later captured documents suggest many 

hundreds more had been killed 
or wounded, even though the 
Vietnamese continued to claim 
an entire Australian battalion has 
been wiped out in the action at 
Long Tan.  Vietnamese docu-
ments said, “The (VC) heavy 
casualties were regrettable but 
the foreigners must have been 
badly damaged as well.  The 
duration and intensity of the 
fighting must have annihilated 
part of their force.  Also unfortu-

nate was the complete lack of enemy (Australian) prisoners.” 

 A decisive Australian victory annihilated the D445 Vietnamese battalion 
which ceased to exist.  Long Tan proved a major local setback for the Viet 
Cong, indefinitely forestalling an imminent movement against Nui Dat and 
established the task force’s dominance over the province.  Although there 
were other large-scale encounters in later years, 1 ATF was not fundamen-
tally challenged ever again. 

Battle Awards 
 In the aftermath of the battle the South Vietnamese government wanted 
to award decorations to the Australians involved.  A 6 RAR battalion parade 
was organized and the government hierarchy attended when word was 
received from the Australian Government that the traditions of non-
acceptance of foreign awards was to be observed and no decorations 
would be received, thus denying the men of D Company the right to wear 
the insignia of the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit.  
Grossly embarrassed both the Vietnamese government representatives and 
the Australians on parade, the compromise reached was dolls in Vietnam-
ese national dress and cigarette lighters in cases were quickly purchased 
and presented to the diggers on parade for their bravery. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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 A further disparage was when the CO of 6 RAR Lieutenant Colonel 
Colin Townsend portrayed as the CO in charge of the Long Tan battle was 
awarded a Distinguished Service Order for his involvement in the battle, 
but whose action was seen by veterans as being insignificant in that he did 
not arrive at the battle scene until later that night, well after the last shot 
had been fired.  Yet documents say of Lieutenant Colonel Townsend, “His 
personal presence and calm control inspired confidence in all ranks and 
enabled the battalion to inflict an overwhelming defeat on the enemy”.  

 Although the Australians won against overwhelming odds, the Australi-
an government was quite grudging about handing out awards because of 
what has been termed, ‘a ridiculous’ quota system applied by senior com-
manders on the ground, that downgraded many of the bravery awards that 
were recommended for 6 RAR soldiers, one being a recommendation for a 
Victoria Cross to Warrant Officer John Kirby.  This discrepancy was only 
addressed in 2008 after a lengthy campaign by Harry Smith Commanding 
Officer of D Company, fighting for due recognition for his men, the artillery 
and armoured crews.  In 2009 the strength of D Company 6 RAR in Vi-
etnam on 18 August 1966 received approval to wear the unit citation of the 
former Republic of Vietnam’s Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation 
Emblem.  

 In April 2015, Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith SG MC (Retd) (former 
Officer Commanding D Company 6th Battalion, the Royal Australian Regi-
ment at the Battle of Long Tan in Vietnam on 18 August 1966) applied to 
the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal for review of a decision 
by the Chief of Army to refuse to recommend 13 members of the Australian 
Army who fought at the Battle of Long Tan for a range of gallantry awards, 
including a Victoria Cross for the late Warrant Officer John ‘Jack’ Kirby 
DCM. 

 In the belated military tribunal hearing, the original refusal of recom-
mendations of the bravery of thirteen individual soldiers for various defence 
honours Harry Smith received the Star of Gallantry—equivalent to 
the Distinguished Service Order—and Platoon Commanders Dave Sabben 
and Geoff Kendall were awarded the Medal for Gallantry, while Lieutenant 
Gordon Sharp was posthumously awarded a Commendation for Gallantry. 
It restored the original award recommendations by the commanding offic-
ers and accepts that the intention was to award Sabben and Kendall higher 
honours. It also gave belated recognition for the valour of the diggers, the 
men of the armoured vehicle crews and the artillery men; however, the 
recommendation of the Victoria Cross for Warrant Officer Kirby above the 
awarded DCM awarded was left unaltered. 

(Continued from page 26) 
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with reference to RSL NSW. 

The RSL salute was never meant to replicate the Americans who hold their 
hand over their heart, for us it is meant to cover the medals worn.  If you are 
not wearing medals you do not place your hand over your heart. 

The RSL accepts the following version of the origin of the RSL Salute. 

In London on Armistice Day 1920 during the ceremony to dedicate the Cen-

otaph in Whitehall, a funeral procession accompanied the body of the 

‘Unknown Soldier’ who had been exhumed from France.  The parade was 

to halt at the cenotaph before proceeding to Westminster Abbey for Intern-

ment.  

The parade included as many Victoria Cross winners from across the Em-

pire as could be assembled.  The Regimental Sergeant Major of the Guards 

Regiment conducting the ceremony, faced with a gathering of highly deco-

rated and high ranking military personnel including 

the Victoria Cross winners, all wearing rows of med-

als, decreed that all would salute the Cenotaph as 

they marched past by placing their hand over their 

medals, signifying that no matter what honours we 

may have been awarded they are as nothing com-

pared with the honour due to those who paid the su-

preme sacrifice.  

The RSL maintains this tradition to honour the dead 

by placing the right hand over medals during a civilian 

dress march past, a ceremonial occasions, or at a 

wreath laying ceremony.  It then follows that if the 

person laying a wreath is not wearing military uni-

form, or medals, the person is to bow their head and pause to remember af-

ter taking one pace rearwards. There is no requirement to place the right 

hand over the heart region when a person bows their head and pauses to 

remember.  This is strictly an American civilian salute and one they use 

when singing their National Anthem, or at their flag raising ceremonies. 

THE RSL SALUTE – HAND OVER MEDALS, NOT HEART. 

 

Prime minister and leader of 
the opposition laying wreath 

correct method. 
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‘Breaker Morant’ trio issued service medals 

 
 In November 2021 Lieutenants Harry ‘Breaker’ Mo-

rant, Peter Handcock and George Witton are being issued 

service medals they were entitled to – 120 years late.   

Retired Australian military lawyer James Unkles has been 

working on the ‘Morant’ case for more than 10 years on 

behalf of the descendants of Harry ‘Breaker’ Morant, Peter 

Handcock and George Witton. 

Service Medals 

 On the recommendation of Parliament, descendants of Morant, Handcock 

and Witton, are to receive the Service Medals of those three soldiers, recog-

nising they rendered loyal and exemplary service to the Colonial Contingents 

during the Boer War. 

The down size is, Australian and British no longer issue medals for service in 

the Boer War, however replica medals are being sourced for descendants.   

Details of Service 

 Harry Morant, was from Renmark, South Australia where he served as a 

volunteer with the 2nd South Australian Mounted Rifles during the Anglo Boer 

War (1899-1902).  

 His service was meritorious and loyal with the mounted rifles but he went 

somewhat rogue on joining the Bushveldt Carbineers in February 1901, after 

promoted to Lieutenant he apparently attempted to take some revenge for the 

death of his friend and senior officer Captain Percy Hunt. 

 During his service with the South Australian Mounted Rifles, he was com-

mended by his Commanding Officer for his service to the Regiment. 

 He held the rank of Lance Corporal and was promoted to Sergeant during 

his service in South Africa. 

 After joining the British Contingent, the Bushveldt Carbineers, he was 

commended for the capture of notorious Boer Commander, Field Cornet Tom 

Kelly. 

 Peter Handcock, from Bathurst, joined NSW Mounted Rifles and de-

ployed to South Africa on 17 January 1900 and served for 12 months. 

 His service was meritorious and loyal.  He then joined the Bushveldt Car-

(Continued on page 30) 
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bineers as a Lieutenant on 21 January 1901. 

 George Witton, from Victoria, joined 4th Victorian Imperial Bushmen as 

a Corporal, and went to South Africa on 1 May 1900. 

 His service was meritorious and loyal.  He also joined the Bushveldt Car-

bineers as a Lieutenant, on 1 June 1901. 

Medals were previously recognised and issued . 

Brief Background 

 In service of the British Empire, the Australian colonies offered troops for 

the war in South Africa. Australians served in contingents raised by the six 

colonies or, from 1901, by the Australian Commonwealth. 

The Australian colonies had volunteers serving in contingents. About 25,000 

Australian served in the war. 

 The war is also remembered for the controversial trial and execution of 

Lieutenants Harry Breaker Morant, Peter Handcock and the imprisonment of 

George Witton for shooting Boer prisoners. 

 On 27
th
 of February 1902, Lieutenants Harry ‘Breaker’ Morant and Peter 

Handcock were executed, George Witton was imprisoned for life but only 

served 3 year before being returned to Australia. 

  While there is no doubt that the Boer prisoners were executed by 

these three, historians have claimed the men were used as scapegoats for 

the political interests of British Military Commander, Lord Kitchener and his 

political masters, who denied that any ordered had been given not to take 

prisoners.  This was irrespective at that time of there being a standard prac-

tice amongst the British and colonial troops.  More prevalent was the shooting 

of any Boer prisoner taken while wearing the Khaki of a British soldier’s uni-

form. 

 Legal research has uncovered evidence these men were not tried and 

sentenced according to Military Law, and advocacy has continued to have 

this injustice addressed.  A further issue that was ignored was that midway 

through their trial at Pietersburg the three men were released from their cells 

and given arms and each fought bravely in defence of Pietersburg.  This ac-

tion according to the Military Law and Regulations of the day stated that sol-

ders on charge who acted as these men did in defencing have the right of 

being immediately released from all charges. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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 In Australia, a House of Representatives motion tabled in 2018 by Scott 

Buchholz MP on 12 February 2018 highlights this. 

‘Lieutenants Morant and Handcock were the first and last Australians execut-

ed for war crimes, on 27 February 1902. The process used to try these men 

was fundamentally flawed. They were not afforded the rights of an accused 

person facing serious criminal charges enshrined in military law in 1902. To-

day, I recognise the cruel and unjust consequences and express my deepest 

sympathy to the descendants’ 

 The motion expressed sincere regret and apology to the descendants of 

these men, for the manner in which Morant, Handcock and Witton were treat-

ed and not tried and sentenced in accordance with the law of 1902.  

(Continued from page 30) 

When I offer to wash your back in the shower, all you have to say 

is yes or no. 

Not all this, “who are you and how did you get in here” nonsense. 
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Queen authorises British medal for Evacuation of Kabul 
 

Members of the British Armed Forces who were deployed in August 2021 to 

support the evacuation from Afghanistan will receive medallic recognition for 

their contribution. This was the largest humanitarian aid operation in over 70 

years.  

Personnel from across the Royal Navy, British Army and Royal Air Force will 

receive the Operational Service Medal (OSM) Afghanistan, with its own dis-

tinctive clasp, for their involvement in Operation Pitting – an evacuation effort 

to airlift thousands of Afghans and British nationals from Afghanistan as the 

Taliban seized control of the country.  
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PRIVATE FRANCIS GEORGE DANDO  Service Number 1383  
 

 While he was known by this name, he enlisted in the first 
AIF under his real name Thomas George Dando on the 18th 
May 1916.  Assigned to the 34th Battalion he was the son of 
Thomas Henry and Sarah Jane Dando of Abermain, and was a 
shunter with the NSW Railways. 
 Embarking from Sydney on 25th October 1916 arrived in 
England, was transferred to 13th Battalion and joined that bat-

talion in France on 10th May 1917. 
 Wounded on 16th October 1917 by shell and gas, was treated in Eng-
land before returning to action where he was wounded a second time on 
the 19th August 1918.  His wounds were severe and he died the following 
day.   He is buried in Daours Cemetery France. 

 

Names of  soldiers who served in World War One with those who did not 
return appear on our roll of honour Infront of the Cardiff RSL club.  In order to 
give some personality to those men who paid the supreme sacrifice, the 
following information is added for information about who they were. 

 

CORPORAL SAMUEL DAVIES MULLEN (not MULLIN) Service No. 2844  
 Born at Greta he was 26 years 3 months old when he enlisted in the 47 
th battalion at Enoggera Queensland on the 14th August 1915. His parents 
Samuel and Marion Mullen’s address was ‘Hillsborough’ Cardiff NSW. He 
embarked to Gallipoli landing on 14 November 1915 attached to 15 battalion 
seeing out the evacuation of Gallipoli in December 1915.  Reattaching to 
the 47 Battalion he was deployed to France on the 9th June 1916 where he 
was first wounded in action on the 19th August 1916. Promoted to Corporal 
he was killed in Action on the 27th January 1917. He is buried in Bulls 
Road, Cemetery, Flers France. 

CORPORAL H. HINCKS Service No. 1486 
 It seems this soldier may be Corporal Cecil William Hincks  Service 
Number 1486.  He enlisted in the 35th Battalion on the 9th January 1916 at 
Broadmeadow showground NSW aged 24 years 7 months.  He lived with 
his wife and daughter at Regent Street, New Lambton, and sailed with the 
battalion on the 1 June 1916 to England for further training.  Deployed to 
Belgium his battalion was involved in its first action in the assault on the 
Messines—Wytschaete ridge where 19 massive underground mines were 
detonated under German lines,  While the action was a successful British 
assault, it took the life of Corporal Hicks on the first day of the battle.  
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PRIVATE JOHN PYLE Service Number 5185 
Born in Blyth England Emigrated to Australia and he worked at the Lyming-
ton Colliery Cardiff South.  He later moved to Adelaide with his brother and 
enlisted in Adelaide on the 21 December 1915 in the 10th Battalion AIF rein-
forcements.   He embarked on the 25th March 1916 and landed in France on 
the 22nd September 1916.  He was killed in Action in France on the 20th April 
1917. 
Private John Pyle name was recorded on the Cardiff memorial by his friends, 
and it is recorded that he was a member of the G.U.O.O.F. Western Lodge. 
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TROOPER THOMAS MacLEAN Service Number 1383  

 Born at Teralba he enlisted in the AIF on the 17th November at Holswor-
thy aged 18 years 5 months, but may have been 17 years old, convincing 
the recruitment officer that he had no immediately family and was attached 
to the Australian Light Horse 1st Regiment, 3rd Reinforcements embarking 
from Sydney on the 6th February 1915.  Disembarking in Egypt the light 
horse were initially thought unsuitable for service on Gallipoli, but were 
soon deployed but without their horses, landing on the 12th May 1915.  In-
volved in an attack on Turkish positions known as the ’chessboard’ on the 
7th August 1915 as part of a 250 man attack, forty seven became casualties.  
MacLean was one.  Taken to Malta he died in the Tigne Hospital on the 20th 
August 1915 and is buried in the Pieta Military Cemetery on Malta.   

PRIVATE ARTHUR CRAMPTON Service Number 3132 

 Born in England he was a Labourer living in Cardiff 
NSW.  Aged 23 years 1 month he enlisted in Newcastle into 
the 36th Battalion.  On the 23rd September 1916 completing 
training at Rutherford NSW, embarked from Sydney on the 11 
November 1916 to Devonport where the division trained at 
Larkhill.  Crampton transferred to the 56th battalion already 
in action in France, arriving there on the 30th April 1917, he 

was killed in Action on the 15th May, 1917, seventeen days later.  He is bur-
ied in the Queant Road British cemetery Buissy, France. 

PRIVATE JOHN JAMES SWADLING Service Number 2384 

 Born in Wickham NSW, John James Swadling  was the son the Alfred 
and Guenalla Swadling of Mount Pleasant, Cardiff.  He was 28 years old 
when he enlisted on the 10th July 1916 in the 36

th
 battalion AIF at Newcas-

tle NSW as part of the 4
th

 reinforcements.  Embarking from Sydney on the 
17

th
 October 1916 on the troopship “Borda” A50. He disembarked at Plym-

outh on the 9
th

 January 1917 and proceeded to the Training Battalion, 
Larkhill. He joined the 36

th
 Battalion in France on the 31st March 1917, and 

immediately into action.  He was hospitalised in June 1917 with shell 
shock.  Promoted to Lance Corporal on the 12th June 1917 and Corporal on 
the 19

th
 June 1917.  He was part of the Australian 3

rd
 Division in the battle of 

Messines which commenced on the 7
th

 June 1917 and continued in action 
until the 3rd July 1917 when he was badly wounded in the groin and stom-
ach by an exploding shell while in action.  He succumbed to his wound dy-
ing the following day.  Corporal John James Swadling was buried at Kanda-
har Farm British Cemetery, Belgium.     
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Facts on Vietnam War.—as accurate as research allows:. 
 

Estimated overall casualties  5,773,190 

Estimated dead  2,122.244 

Dust-off missions  500,000 

Patient’s air-lifted from battlefields  900,000 

Assassinations (South Vietnam)  36,725 

Abductions (South Vietnam)  58,499 

Estimated South Vietnamese citizens killed  587,000 

South Vietnam Military personal killed  220,357 

Defoliants used (US gallons)  19,000,000  

Area sprayed (acres)  3,500,000 

Helicopters used  12,000 

Helicopters downed (Enemy ground fire)  4,865 

Average age of World War 2 Soldier  26 

Average age of Australian Soldiers in Vietnam  20 

Americans killed  58,169 

Australians killed  504 

Americans killed less than 20 years old  11,464 

Americans severely disabled  75,000 

Amputations and crippling wounds were 300% higher than WW2. 

Ammunition expended each month (tons)  71,000 

Average of Artillery rounds expended each day in Vietnam        10,000 

Number of men registered for National Service in Australia, 804,000 

Of these 63,000 were called up, and 18,000 went to Vietnam 

The US Air Force missions over Vietnam     1,899,688 

Total tonnage of bombs dropped by US Air Force    6,727,084 

During WW2 the bomb tonnage dropped on Germany    2 700,000 

Fixed wing Aircraft lost in Vietnam     3,750 

US airman lost in Vietnam     8,040 

B S2's Bombers lost in enemy action in Vietnam    18 

B52's Bombers Lost to mid-air collisions and other accidents 13 

The number of field rations consumed each month Vietnam  10,000,000 

Litres of petroleum products consumed each month    303,000,000 
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Success always occurs in private, failure in full view. 

The infantry Soldier in the South West Pacific in WW2 saw an average of 40 
days in combat in four years. The Australian infantry Soldier in Vietnam saw 
an average of 314 days in the bush in one year. 

(Continued from page 36) 

Planning to commemorate the anniversary of the 

end of the Vietnam War 

Next year 2023 is the 50th Anniversary of the end of Australia’s involve-

ment in the Vietnam war.  Minister for Veterans’ affairs and Defence 

Personal Andrew Gee said the Government has committed $6 million 

dollars to ensure the occasion is well marked and appreciation for the 

sacrifice of those who served and died in Vietnam. 

Almost 60,000 Australians served while 521 died and more than 3,000 

wounded in places including Long Tan, Nui Lei, Binh Ba, Coral and Bal-

moral. 

Australia will forever be indebted to those who served, and we will never 

forget. 
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2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F.  

World War II – 1939/1945 

From 'Purple Over Green, The History of the 2/2 Australian Infantry 
Battalion 1939-1945'; and the Internet. 

 
After the outbreak of World War II, the 2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion 
A.I.F., 16th Brigade, 6th Division was raised at Victoria Barracks, Sydney 
on 24 October 1939.  The battalion sailed to the Middle East in 1940 and 
for the next twelve months, trained in Palestine and Egypt.  The battalion 
received its first baptism of fire in Libya in January 1941, successful in the 
capturing of Bardia and Tobruk.  The campaign in Greece followed.  Facing 
an overwhelming German Force, the Allied troops were forced to withdraw 
in April 1941.   

The 2/2 Battalion had 118 prisoners of war taken in Greece and 51 on 
Crete, but none in any other theatre of war.  All were prisoners of the 
Germans and spent 4 years in Germany or Austria, with some going 
temporarily on working parties into Poland or Yugoslavia.  Two died in 
captivity and one remained in Austria and settled there after the war. 

When the Germans marched into Greece in April 1941, no provision 
had been made for the reception of prisoners of war.  Nor did they, when 
prisoners continued to fall into their hands, make much attempt to provide 
properly for those captured.  Any provision of accommodation was of no 
more than a temporary nature.  Consequently, those unfortunate enough to 
be taken prisoner were exposed to much hardship and consequent 
deterioration in health, which in many cases proved to be permanent.   

The majority of those captured in southern Greece were first 
concentrated at Corinth, where 8000 British POWs were packed into a 
sandy area of about l5 acres.  Inside the perimeter were old stone buildings 
and verminous wooden sheds lacking ventilation.  The prisoners slept on 
stone floors, no beds or blankets were provided.  An open-trench latrine 
over 200 yards long was the only pretence to sanitation, and dysentery was 
rife.  Prisoners were subjected to the free use of rifle butts and there was 
shooting resulting in some casualties. 

After the surrender on Crete, prisoners were concentrated at Skines 
near Canea in the north of the island.  There was soon a mass of 15,000 
Allied troops herded in a small sandy area.  Water was scarce, shelter nil, 
there were no blankets and food was at an absolute minimum.  The stench 
in the area surrounding the camp was overpowering and many bodies lay 
unburied until prisoners were set to work as burial parties.  There were 
many 2/2nd battalion men in the camp at Skines.  They had marched back 
over the mountains from Sfakia to the north of the island.   

In Northern Greece at Salonika was a transit camp known as 
Frontstalag 183 and it was a foul place.  After a time at Skines the transfer 
of prisoners from Crete to Salonika began.  About the same time others, 
who had been captured in Greece, were being moved to Salonika.  Some 
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2/2nd Battalion men had a long march from Corinth to Lamia and were then 
transported by train to Salonika. 

The conditions at Salonika were far worse than anywhere else, for the 
accommodation consisted of broken-down barracks erected a century 
before during the War of Greek Independence against Turkey.  Most of the 
men were already suffering from dysentery and now they also suffered from 
malaria, and from beri-beri caused by malnutrition.  It was forbidden to go to 
the latrines after dark and the bodies of 
those who did so were left hanging on 
the wire as a warning.  When their 
mates went to pull them down, they 
were shot too.  Another pleasant habit 
of the trigger-happy guards was to 
throw a grenade into the latrines if they 
heard a sound there at night.  Escape 
from Salonika was very difficult, 
especially as the POWs were so weak 
from dysentery and lack of food. 

Then came the horror trip from 
Salonika to Germany or Austria, up 
through Greece, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia 
and Austria-Hungary to one of the many 
Stalags.  Every P.O.W. vividly 
remembered this rail trip, when parties 
of 1,000 or more were herded into cattle 
trucks which were designed to hold 40 
men.  There were usually had about 60 
crowded in with 3 or 4 days rations for a 
journey that lasted around 10 days.  
Some men ate all their food the first day 
and then just starved.  Doors were 
padlocked, but unlocked once every 24 
hours for the men to perform their natural functions.  The prisoners piled out 
and had to squat in a circle surrounded by armed guards.  Necessity forced 
the men to cut a hole in the floor of the carriage and take turns at using it.  
There were generally two very small windows, high up and barred.  
Everyone could not lie down at the same time because of the cramped 
space and sleep was difficult, especially for wounded men.  Men in 
desperation shouted at the guards, demanding to be let out, but the 
standard reply was "Befehl ist Befehl" (Orders are Orders).  

Once in Germany or Austria, the Kriegsgefangeners had different 
experiences depending on all kinds of factors.  Most Other Ranks (O.R.s) 
were allocated to an Arbeitskommando or work camp. 

There are many stories of the harsh treatment and conditions which the 
POWs had to endure.  But there were some instances when they got a bit of 
their own back. 
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Harry Fowler was in Stalag VIIIB in Silesia, West Germany.  Whenever 
Putz (a German guard) came through a hut and found someone brewing up 
tea, he used to take a fiendish delight in grabbing the dixie and emptying 
out the contents.  On this occasion, cockatoos were posted to warn that 
Putz was coming.  The handle of the dixie was thrust into the fire and then 
reversed just before he arrived.  He never found out who did it and he dared 
not complain to the Kommandant. 

The Braille School (servicemen who had lost their sight during the war) 
was the champion tug-o'war team and only once felt like being defeated.  
After some minutes of a grim struggle the blind captain smelt a rat and on 
investigating the opposite end of the rope, he found it hooked around a 
large tree. 

A 2/2 man who was a POW in Austria was Geoff Shorten who had some 
bad times but preferred to remember a somewhat light-hearted adventure:  
"There is one little incident which I recall, much to the disgust of my wife 
that I should remember it so vividly after all these years.  Whilst A.W.L. from 
an Arbeitskommando, Harry Burton and myself (both 2/2 men) were slowly 
wending our way across Austria with that elusive Swiss border in our sights, 
travelling mainly by night and living off the land by courtesy of back yard 
gardeners.  At daybreak one morning, after we had been loose for some 
weeks and I suppose getting tired and taking more risks, we decided to take 
cover in a thicket of low undergrowth on the edge of a little clearing by the 
roadside.  We were soon both fast asleep, but about 9 a.m. we were 
awakened by the crunch of wagon wheels rolling to a halt in the clearing 
along-side our hide-out, and presently a smashing blond about 18 to 20 
walked to the edge of the thicket and proceeded to relieve herself, little 
knowing that about an arm's length away from her and being as still as 
death, were two Englanders.  When the sound of the wagon wheels had 
died away and we had regained our composure, Harry turned to me and 
said: Well Shorty, such is life, so near and yet so far." 

NX1903 Maxwell (Mick) Crofts was born on 16 May 1914 at Albury.  He 
enlisted into the World War II AIF on 2 November 1939 at Gunnedah.  He 
was serving with the 2/2nd Infantry Battalion when evacuated from Greece 
to Crete in 1941.  He was captured on Crete and was a POW for the 
remainder of World War II.  He was discharged on 20 August 1945.  Mick 
lived in Singleton until he passed away in August 2009 age 95 years. 

Mick Crofts had some very colourful stories to tell about his POW days.  
He would do all he could to avoid working for the Germans, but when forced 
into it he would commit as many acts of sabotage as possible without 
getting shot. 

Mick was working in a brick and tile factory with twenty-five others.  This 
factory was run by a very large steam engine, the whole works being driven 
by a huge flywheel weighing about 100 tons.  He observed that from time to 
time a German civilian would put oil into the well of the flywheel.  The rest of 
the working party diverted the attention of the guards and the five civilians 
while he put a double handful of gravel into the well.  Soon there was a loud 
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grating noise followed by a 
loud squeal chewing out the 
bearings.  The guards went 
into a frenzy and the POWs 
were all lined up and 
questioned and not long 
afterwards sent back to the 
main camp at Stalag VIIIB. 

Mick was later with a 
working party at a foundry, a 
very large rectangular building 
with spider cranes running 
from either side.  At one end, 

castings were poured, at the other end the 
moulds were knocked out of the castings.  He 
was given the job of knocking out the moulds 
with a 6-pound hammer.  He found that by 
banging the castings in the same spot several 
times, they would crack and fall apart, and 
within 3 months he had broken sixty castings.  
The Jerry manager, through an interpreter, told 
him not to hit the castings too hard but he 
pretended that he didn't understand.  He was 
eventually told to put the hammer down, as he 
had broken another fifty castings.  It was 
decided that he was too strong for the job!   
He was then put on to a mixing machine for 
preparing the mortar for the forms.  He was 
instructed so many shovels of this and so 
many of that and so much water, but he made 
sure that the materials were mixed up wrongly. 

 
 

By Charlie Stevens 
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For Christmas or birthdays, buy your children a set of batteries 

and include a note saying, “Toy not included”. 

It included 

Agents Green, 

Pink, Purple, 

Blue, white 

and Orange.  

Used as a defoliant to clear areas of jungle hampering the movement of large amounts of 

troops and supplies through jungle tracks, it was a mixture of two herbicides, 24-D and 

245-T with kerosene or diesel fuel with a solution of dioxin, an extremely toxic com-

pound.  Stored in drums it was sprayed from aircraft across the jungle from as early as 

1961, gathering momentum by 1964. 

 Australian troops were exposed to the toxic solutions sprayed through Phuoc Tuy 

province including Nui Dat.  While the troops were reassured that the solution was 

harmless to humans, Vietnam veterans started reporting episodes of their own cancer from 

1970, and with birth abnormalities in their children, and this was blamed on their expo-

sure to Agent Orange.  The Australian Government initially denied that Australian Troops 

had been exposed to agent orange, but were forced to retract in the face of growing 

evidence.   

 The Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia (VVAA) continued their prosecution 

of the case against Agent Orange, and a report by DVA supported veteran health was 

certainly affected.  However the case was made more complex as few veterans came into 

contact with Agent Orange, rather they were exposed to the other herbicides, but veterans 

used the generic term Agent Orange to describe the many chemicals they contacted in 

Vietnam and that had a detrimental effect on their health. DVA accepts medical support 

and compensation for chemical exposure, while the United States have linked herbicide 

exposure with some cancers. 

 In Australia, despite the findings of higher incidences of some cancers and other 

illnesses among veterans than among the general population, reports have found, in the 

case of former national service men at least, that these men tended to live longer than 

their peers. It may be that as young men they, and indeed other soldiers, were generally 

fitter and healthier than others; but the question asked by some veterans still remains 

unanswered to their satisfaction. 

It was not 
just Agent 
Orange. 
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Canberra Tour - Cardiff RSL Sub Branch 

7 to 10 February 2022 

 

On Monday at 7-30am the Kings coach left their Depot 
and picked up the rest of our tourists at Cardiff RSL 

Club.  The next stop was at Thompsons Corner, West Pennant Hills for morn-
ing tea (in the rain).  Lunch was at Mittagong RSL Club and enjoyed by all.  It 
was interesting driving past Lake George to see that it had more water than 
usual. 

The next stop was at the impressive 
Cockington Green Gardens, Nicholls 
with the creative and detailed miniature 
models of buildings from Britain and 
elsewhere in the world.  Set among 
winding garden pathways and sculp-
tured shrubs, there are over six hundred 
rare and unusual plants and magnificent 
manicured lawns.   

The Grand Manor Motor Inn, Queanbey-
an was a welcome sight.  Dinner each 
night was in the motel dining room.  
Compliments for the staff and the chef 

were frequent during the four-day visit. 

After breakfast in the Motel dining room on Tuesday, we travelled to Can-
berra and split into two groups for alternate sight-
seeing.   

One was a guided tour of the Nara Peace Park, 
Yarralumla on the shore of Lake Burley Griffin.  
The interesting history of the development of the 
park was related by a tour guide including the 
background of the Rotary Peace Bell, the Chi-
nese Garden and the Japanese Garden.  The 
other tour was a highly informative sightseeing 
cruise on the still waters of Lake Burley Griffin to 
view Canberra monuments, museums, political 
battlegrounds and the fountain. 

 Tuesday afternoon was at the Australian War 
Memorial, Campbell.  The visit included entry to 
the Galleries and Commemorative Area including 
access to the First World War and Second World 

War galleries, Ink in the Lines and Napier Waller Art Prize. 
(Continued on page 44) 

Photo of Helen and Peter Taylor at Cock-
ington Green Gardens. 

Photo of Allana Ward about to 
ring the Peace Bell. 
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We stayed to attend the Last 
Post Ceremony.  During the 
ceremony The Cardiff RSL 
Sub Branch visitors were wel-
comed.  A wreath was laid on 
behalf of Cardiff RSL Sub 
Branch by Allana Ward and 
Charlie Stevens.  Syd Lynch 
laid a wreath to commemo-
rate his former naval ship-
mates.  The ceremony com-
memorated a World War I sol-
dier - 4171A Private Frederick 
Ignatius Dirou who was serv-
ing with the 2nd Infantry Bat-
talion Australian Imperial 

Force.  He died of wounds in France on 14 May 1918.  Private Dirou was 
from Young, NSW. 

After dinner, the scheduled Canberra night 
lights tour was cancelled due to the weather 
(rain).  After breakfast on Wednesday, we trav-
elled to the shopping area of central Canberra 
with an hour of free time to explore the shops. 

The next visit was to The Trove - a cooperative 
of artists, designers and makers local to the 
Canberra region with a gorgeous shopfront in 
Dickson.  Then it was on to the Canberra 
Glassworks at Kingston.  It is a dynamic, pro-
fessional artist's centre, dedicated to contem-
porary glass art, craft and design.   

The planned visit to Parliament House was 
cancelled due to COVID restrictions.  The sub-
stitution provided some free time and lunch at 
the National Museum.  A drive through the for-
ests and gardens of the impressive National 
Arboretum, Molongo Valley included stops to 
marvel at the views from the scenic lookouts.  
The visit to the magnificent bonsai collection 
and the gift shop completed the visit.  

The next place of interest was a Drive to 
Mount Pleasant through the impressive Dun-

troon Military College.  A stop at the Mount Pleasant lookout provided views 
over the college and the Canberra region.   

(Continued on page 45) 

The wreath layers during the ceremony.  Note the visi-
tors from the USA.  Wreaths were laid by the senior 
USA officer and senior Australian Navy, Army and Air 
Force officers. 

Charlie and Alana at wreath laying. 
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After breakfast on Thursday, it was time to pack.  The weather was perfect 
for viewing and photographing the sights of Canberra from Mount Ainsley. 

A city sights tour included a photo stop with views of the Governor Gen-
eral’s residence at Yarralumla.  Photo of Julian Holden and his wife with the 
Governor General’s lawns and his residence in the background.   

The coach drove past many of the foreign embassies.  The different archi-
tecture and gardens are always of interest. 

There was time to visit the National Gallery of Australia and the National 
Portrait Gallery in the suburb of Parkes.  There were Anti Vaxer demonstra-
tors between the two galleries - outside the High Court - with a prominent po-
lice presence.  It was then time to commence the drive home.  There was a 
lunch stop at Trappers Bakery near the Big Merino at South Goulburn. 

There was heavy rain near Campbelltown on the outskirts of Sydney.  The 
afternoon tea stop at Thompsons Corner, West Pennant Hills, again brought 
some heavy rain.  After a few full days the coach arrived at Kings Depot at 6-
30pm. 

Thanks to Rodney King of Kings Coaches and Allana Ward, the four days 
were filled with memorable views and happenings.  The camaraderie will 
long be remembered. 

 

Travel article prepared by Charlie Stevens 

 

A group photo was taken prior to saying goodbye to the motel staff.  
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Wordsearch No.2  

(Solution  on page 50) 
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Crossword  No.2 answers 

(Answers on page 50) 
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THE LEFT - HAND SALUTE 
HOW IT WAS ABOLISHED by Paul Feenan 

  

 S 
oldiers training for the AIF contribution to World War One were 
under the British command and subject to Kings Regulations. 
 Regarding saluting of Officers, soldiers were trained that 

when passing an officer he was to salute that officer using the arm furthest 
from the officer.  So, if the officer was on the soldier’s right, he was salute 
with his left hand, and vice versa so when the officer was on the soldiers 
left, then the right hand offered the salute. 
 This continued until late in 1918 until the new Army Order came into 
force, abolishing the left-hand salute. 
 Due to the escalating causality rates men were hurriedly trained and 
drill and saluting was interspaced with weapons and field tactics, meaning 
that some men were naturally awkward in offering a left-handed salute, 
while others persisted with saluting with their strong hand, i.e., usually the 
right hand. 
 In the British army, the ‘old army’ always being cautious of change so 
changes to saluting rules were infrequent, however there were some 
changes. 
Shortly after the Boer war an order came out that in the case of several 
officers walking or standing together being saluted, each of them was to 
return the salute. This rule lasted until one day two full generals 
accompanied by 'umpteen' staff officers had to individually return the salute 

of a drummer boy. This annoyed the 
generals, and soon afterwards a return was 
made to the former and present rule, that 
only the senior of a group of officers 
acknowledges a salute. 
 In World War One further changes 
developed, some caused by advances in 
transport technology. Others changes by the 
social aspect of serving with soldiers from 

foreign nations, when Indian and Nepalese officers were particularly 
offended by the offer of a salute from the left hand of a soldier when in their 
culture offering a compliment with the left hand is inappropriate being the 
hand that never comes to the table. 
 Soldiers were also being equipped with bicycles and then motor 
cycles.   The question arose how they should salute when riding. The rule 
was made that when the cycling soldier passed an officer, they had to 
salute by dropping the arm further away from the officer off the handle bar. 

(Continued on page 49) 
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After this led to accidents it forced change.  One incident included a colonel 
at the head of his battalion, being ridden into when the cyclist lost control 
trying to salute.   The rule was abolished, but a soldier on a bicycle was 
ordered to salute by smartly turning his head and eyes towards the officer 
he was passing.    But this again was found to be a dangerous 
manoeuvre as the military transport driver saluted by 'turning his head or 
eyes this way or that, causing the order to be amended to read, ‘on no 
account is the soldier to let go of the wheel.” 
 
The orders issued were, “that the left-hand salute by warrant officers, non-
commissioned officers and men is abolished. All ranks will now salute with 
the right hand.  When saluting to the side, the head will be turned towards 
the person saluted.  In cases where from physical incapacity the right-hand 
salute is impossible the salute will be given with the left hand.” 

(Continued from page 48) 

Six ratings from HMAS ‘Psyche’ were waiting court martial in February 

1916 in Singapore and were in the local ‘cage’ in the charge of the Mili-

tary.  The Sergeant in charge went out of his way to be objectionable say-

ing he would tame the Australians if the Navy couldn’t.. 

One evening he was showing his prowess with a set of boxing gloves, 

and mistakenly asked the sailors if any of them would like to go a round 

with him.  He was nearly ‘killed’ in the rush, with stoker Jack Hanrahan 

getting the call. 

Jack came to the fray and flattened the Sergeant before he told the Ser-

geant that the other sailors would also like a go.  The story goes that for 

the rest of their stay the Sergeant was very ‘civil’ to the sailors. 

By a sailor who was there – published Dec 1932 

Sailors teaching lessons 
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Crossword  answers  

 

Wordsearch solution  
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Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain 
dance.  
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 T he gold or gilded cords that are worn by of-
ficers to distinguish special and senior ap-

pointments? They are called aiguillettes.  The type 
worn depends on the rank or position of the appoint-
ment.  Military Attaché and Aide-de-camp wear it on 
the right shoulder while other senior military officers 
wear it on the left shoulder.  

 A tradition that is centuries old, so the origin has 
become blurred with time.  Many versions of the origin 
exist; one is that it denotes the rope carried by horse-
men over their shoulders when handling horses.  This 
was especially significant to ancient knights and which 
their squires used to tether the horses. 

 As aiguilettes are cords that are tipped with metal 
tagged points another suggestion is they were needles for 
cleaning the touch holes of the old muskets, or, whether 
the cord was used as a lanyard for firing cannon and at-
tached to the equipment worn by soldiers. 

 A further explanation is that it represents the Provost 
Marshall’s rope by which he would hang defaulters. 

Another is that it represents the pencil that Staff officers 
carried attached to a piece of string. 

 Another and possibly the most likely is that they were 
pins used to secure a pauldron or shoulder protection on 
the armour of a knight’s cuirassier’s plate using laces of 
cord to secure. 

 A platinum Aiguillette is worn by the Government General of Australia 
as the Commander in Chief of the Australian Defence Force. 

A military officer wearing Ai-
guillettes. 

What’s the best thing about Switzerland?  

I don’t know, but the flag is a big plus. 

WE HAVE ALL SEEN THEM BUT WHAT ARE THEY 

CALLED AND WHERE DID THEY ORIGINATE?  

By Paul Feenan 
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T 
here I was sitting at the bar staring at my drink when a large, trouble 

making bikie steps up next to me, grabs my drink and gulps it down 

in ne swig. 

“Well, whatcha you going to do about it?” 

“I don’t know, this is the worst day of my life, I’m complete failure. 

I was late to a meeting and my boss fired me.  When I went to the parking sta-

tion, I found my car had been stolen and I don’t have any insurance.  I left my 

wallet in the cab I took home, and then I found my wife with another man be-

fore my dog bit me. 

So, I came into this bar to work up the courage to put an end to it all.  I buy a 

drink and drop a capsule in and sit here watching the poison dissolve, and 

then you show up and drank the whole thing.  But enough about me, how’s 

your day going?” 

 

Did you know? 

 

Buddy Holly went to see a movie 

called ‘The Searchers” in 1956 

that starred John Wayne.  Many 

times throughout the movie 

Wayne said, “That’ll be the day”.  

The statement stuck with Holly 

who went home and wrote the 

song that would become his first 

Number One hit. 
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DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is produced for the membership of Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch and complimentary copies 

are also distributed to interested parties. It is written with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be accurate at 

the time of printing. However, readers should not act, nor refrain from acting, solely based on information in this news-

letter about financial, taxation or any other matter. Readers, having regard to their own circumstances, should consult 

the relevant authorities or other advisors with expertise in the particular field, Neither the Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch, nor 

the management committee or editorial staff, accept any responsibility for actions taken by readers. 

Bunnings Warehouse continues to 

provide support to sub Branch 

veterans by providing garden 

supplies to maintain our memorial 

garden. 

Thank you to Bunnings for your 

support. 

BUNNINGS WAREHOUSE 

SUPPORT 


