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Message from Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch President
Hello all members, I hope you’re all doing well out there
because the weather hasn’t been that kind to any of us, just ask
the poor farmers, my god they’re doing it exceptionally tough,
some with no water nor feed for their livestock, however we
must all just stay positive as the man up top will come good
someday.
I must thank Allana Ward for that most recent trip we had to
Mudgee. It was a very interesting place, the food and lodgings
st
were all 1 class and I’m sure everyone enjoyed it. The bus trips to several different
places were simply fantastic as was the driver so put simply------well done.
We recently had a presentation of a medal for outstanding work for this young
student from Eleebana Public School, he should be so proud of it as it as he wrote
this essay for an annual competition on things on the 2nd World War, he got third
place in a state wide comp so my congratulations go to him.
We also had the Battle of Britain celebrations going on at Civic Park attended by
Peter Sneezby and by all accounts that was also a very good day. Congratulations
must go to Mike Lavercombe. Also Vietnam Vets day, by all accounts that was a very
special day also attended by Peter Taylor.
On another occasion we had an excellent presentation on Prostate Cancer, the talk
was by Ms Jill Costello and her daughter, so fellas do the right thing and have it all
checked out.
And now it’s time to spit polish your boots in readiness for Remembrance Day on the
11/11/19; it will be another good day I assure you.
Peter Sneezby and Josh Goodwin went to our Combined Schools service held in the
City of Newcastle Council Chambers to receive a Letter of Appreciation of our
donation for the event which was admirably received………and that’s about it for
now…….stay happy and healthy

Syd Lynch. J P
Hon. President
********************************************

Remembrance Day Monday 11th November 2019
Time: Service starts at 1020, est. finish 1115.
Location: Cenotaph at front of Club.
This year Remembrance Day is commemorating the 101st year anniversary of the
Armistice that marketed the end of the First World War.
Remembrance Day is observed on 11 November in most countries to recall the end
of hostilities of First World War on that date in 1918. Hostilities formally ended "at the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month".
2019 Remembrance Day also marks the 80th Anniversary of the outbreak of World
War 2 in 1939. This war that lasted till 1945.

‘Lest We Forget’
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Notice of Annual General Meeting
for
Cardiff RSL sub-Branch
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Cardiff RSL sub-Branch
will be held on Sunday 9th February 2020 at Cardiff RSL Club, 45 Macquarie Rd,
Cardiff NSW 2285.
Items of business will include the election of all committee positions for the next
three-year term.
Nomination forms for the committee positions will be available at Cardiff RSL subBranch office from 11th January 2020.
(Cardiff RSL sub-Branch office hours, are Wednesdays and Saturdays, 0930hr
to 1300hr (9.30am to 1.00pm))
Completed nomination forms to be submitted to the Secretary on later than
the 25th January 2020 at 1200hrs (12.00 noon).
Garry (Mick) James
Secretary
********************************************

Membership Fees for 2020
Cardiff RSL sub-Branch members are reminded that the 2020 membership fee will
be due and payable from Sunday 10th November 2019 at Cardiff RSL Club’s
reception desk.
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch RSL Auxiliary
Hon. President
Vice President
Vice President
Hon. Secretary
Hon. A/Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Purchasing Officers

Pearl Abercrombie
Val Douglas
Gaie Urquhart
Debra Ernst
Lee Zeilemen
Kerry Forrester
Brigitta Froehlich
Stella Brien

Hi Everyone,
We are able to fundraise again, so to start off we arranged a Father’s Day Raffle.
There were four prizes, a rug, a carton beer, two bottles wine and a hamper.
Our Annual Luncheon is coming up in the beginning of November. We will be 70.
Looking forward to seeing our friends from our local Auxiliaries.
The ladies are also having a stall at the Cardiff Community Fair (at the front car park
of the RSL), on the 16th November 2019. We will have lots of goodies for sale.
The ladies have written to a few venues for the selling of Poppies, Badges etc, for
Defence Care. We will also be selling the same in the foyer of the RSL on
Remembrance Day.
I was fortunate to be a guest at ANZAC House on Friday 27th November, for a
service of donating two of the quilts that the Auxiliary ladies from around Australia
made. They will hang at ANZAC House for all visitors to see. In the afternoon I was
also a guest at Government House invited by Mr Dennis Wilson, as Patron hosted
an Afternoon Tea for RSL Auxiliaries, in the presence of Her Excellency the
Honourable Margaret Beazley AO QC, Governor of NSW.

Debra Ernst
Hon. Secretary
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Jack McNaughton O.A.M.
Sub-Branch member Jack McNaughton received an OAM for service to the
community through charitable organisations. He has been associated with Australian
Business Volunteers for more than 20 years and completed five assignments in
Vanuatu, Western Samoa and East Timor as a volunteer builder.

Presentation of OAM to Jack McNaughton at Government House on Thursday, 5
September 2019 by Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AO QC,
Governor of New South Wales.
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Message from the Padre
A Story of Survival
Some years ago, I heard a witness speaker at a church gathering mentioning the
fact that he had survived a tour of Vietnam and on another occasion I heard one of
my parishioners talking to some people, over a cup of tea after church, about how
terrified he was when he was caught under fire during his time of service in Vietnam.
These are just a couple Vietnam survival stories and, like any stories I hear about
the Vietnam War, they bring back memories of my own time of service in the Army
Reserve in the late 1970s. This was a time when we were taught how to do our job
and, hopefully, stay alive by learning how to move through the bush, use
camouflage, remain alert, and of course lookout for our mates. But the strongest
recollection of my training came to mind when I was watching the film Danger Close,
a story based on the battle of Long Tan in the Vietnam War. To military historians,
this was a hugely significant demonstration of Australian grit and determination in the
face of insurmountable odds. But to the general public it barely registers.
In August 1966, outnumbered 20 to 1 a company of 108 ANZAC troops 105
Australians and three New Zealanders, were in combat with the Vietnamese in a
rubber-tree plantation for 4 hours, with occasional lulls. The ANZACs – split into
three platoons, each largely cut off from the others by damaged radios and enemy
fire – twice came close to running out of ammunition as wave after wave of enemy
soldiers attacked. Artillery fired from the Australian base at Nui Dat, some five
kilometres away, gave them some respite – until it nearly took them out.
But then, just before nightfall, the Vietnamese fled when a fleet of armoured
personnel carriers come to the rescue with their 50-calibre machine guns blazing.
Kriv Stenders, the film’s director, wanted to give audiences a deep sense of the
soldiers’ experience and, putting the politics aside, I think the film achieved that.
“I really see it ultimately as a survival movie,” Stenders says. “My feeling is the guys
really didn’t win the battle they survived it.”
But for a lot of our Vietnam vets, who are experiencing PTSD to one degree or
another, the showing of the movie might very well be a continuation of their story of
survival by giving them a greater sense of closure and offering the world a better
understanding of who they are.
And anyone who is suffering from any kind of trauma can always find comfort in the
words from 1 Chronicles 16:11, which says, “Seek the Lord and his strength, seek
his presence continually.”
Blessings

Rev Gary Atherton
Rector, Parish of Cardiff

Page 7

The Busted Bugle (Spring 2019)

211 Army Cadet Unit (ACU) Newcastle

Term three is mainly focussed in the preparation for our Annual Field Exercise
(AFX). The AFX is the BIG event each year that is run by our Holsworthy Based
Brigade Headquarters. However, in saying that we have been busy with other
activities.
On 17AUG19 we took part in the very moving Vietnam Veterans Parade at Civic
Park Newcastle. The Vietnam Veterans Parade is always a special event, Cadets
carry an Australian Flags (19 in total) with the names of each of the Newcastle &
Hunter Servicemen that were killed during the Vietnam War. Carrying an ANF with
the name of a fallen Serviceman’s on it really brings the sacrifice made to my
cadets.

Tri-Service Cadets carrying the
Vietnam Flags of the fallen

Vietnam Flags of the fallen with their 211 ACU Bearers.
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211 ACU are back as the Catafalque party for the Vietnam Veterans Parade.
CDTSGT Nicole Maningo and her team did very well.

Regular readers of the Busted Bugle may recall that I have been very disappointed
in the past two years due the fact that 211 ACU have not won the 21 Battalion Senior
Drill Competition. However, the universe has returned to it’s correct axis, 211 ACU
won the Senior Drill Competition. CDTSGT Nicole Maningo commanding with
CDTCPL Bradley Cullum as her 2IC.

211 ACU Winning Senior Drill Team

As well as the Senior Drill team win, 211 won the Touch Footy, the Dodge Ball,
second in the overall Competition (all sports). The Junior Drill Team commanded by
CDTL/CPL Rochelle Manning which was made up of cadets that only joined this
year came a close second.

The Winning 211 Team (or who was left at knock off time)

The term 3 Bivouac had to be moved due to a massive infestation of tics and the
training programmed called for a lot of navigation work we decided to move the
Bivouac. We stayed at Bullecourt Barracks & undertook the Navigation activity within
the Glenrock National Park.
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Glenrock (NoTics)

Senior CDT CPL’s ready for the Supper stampede.

Sections reporting back from the Navigation Activity

I would also like to acknowledge a very generous donation by the Pelican RSL SubBranch who purchased 211 ACU a couple of solar powered deep cycle batteries.
This gear will enable 211 to light Bivouac sites and charge communication without
the need of a noisy generator.
I have been updating you with the progression of some of our ex-cadets who have
joined the ADF in past Busted Bugles. Ex-CDTWO2 Shakyra Wells has completed
Kapooka. Shakyra is now at ADF School of Catering at HMAS Cerberus. Ex-Cadet
Sandra Macura has now completed her Electrician’s Trade Course and is now a
posted the Holsworthy. We are all very proud of these young ladies who are
following their dream jobs in the Australian Regular Army.
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Ex-CDTWO2 Shakyra Wells
Official Kapooka Graduation picture

Ex- CDT Sandra Macura
Official Trade School Graduation picture

In conclusion I would like again like to thank the Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch for all their
on-going assistance. In the next Busted Bugle I will be able to update you on how
the AFX went and if any cadets were left behind.

Peter Lockwood
Captain (Officer Commanding 211 ACU Newcastle)
********************************************

“Boy Soldiers” killed in the AIF during World War One (by Paul Feenan)
During World War One the first two Australian AIF Divisions to travel overseas were
acknowledged as containing the cream of the youth of the Nation, due to the high
fitness standards set by the army which were adopted from the minimum standards
for enrolment of senior cadets into the Citizen Military Force. At the onset this
resulted in more than one third of the 1915 applicants being rejected for medical
deficiencies that including having false teeth, varicose veins, hernias, even after they
had been operated on, or wearing spectacles. This was also a time when the
applicants were also inspected for bodily applied British tattoos of ‘BC’ for bad
character and ‘D’ for Deserter.
Initially in 1914 recruits were required to be between 19 and 38 years of age with a
minimum height of 5 foot 6 inches, however the medical standard was later reduced
as more recruits were required as casualties mounted, and the enlistment age
altered in June 1915 to between 18 years and 45 years providing the applicant had
his parent’s permission; this being a time when the legal age for drinking and voting
in New South Wales was 21 years.
Apparently this did not stop the recruitment of underage soldiers from increasing
their real age. While the national average age for enlistment during the Great War
was 24 years 3 months, it was somewhat skewed by the age of the ‘boy Soldiers’
who served. The records show the ‘boy Soldiers’ killed on Gallipoli and later in
France and Belgium comprised 104 seventeen year olds, 40 Sixteen year olds, 9
fifteen year olds, and 2 Fourteen year old.
Amongst these who were killed there were awards of two Distinguished Conduct
Medals to soldiers aged 16 and 17 years respectively, and 7 Military Medals, three to
16 year olds and four to 17 year olds. A time when Boys become men before their
time.
Page 11

The Busted Bugle (Spring 2019)

20 years since East Timor force deployed.
We have just marked the 20th anniversary of the deployment of the International
Force East Timor (known as INTERFET) and it is important to acknowledge and pay
tribute to all Australians who served our country in Timor Leste (formerly known as
East Timor).
INTERFET was Australia’s largest ever peacekeeping mission and our largest
overseas military deployment since the Vietnam War.
It was also the first time Australia led a major international coalition.
Our Australian service men and women involved in the mission were ordinary people
doing extraordinary things in often difficult and dangerous conditions.
INTERFET was a multinational peacekeeping taskforce, mandated by the United
Nations to address the humanitarian and security situation which took place in East
Timor from 1999-2000 until the arrival of UN peacekeepers.
It was commanded by Major-General Peter Cosgrove, who went on to become Chief
of the Defence Force and Governor-General.
More than half of the INTERFET forces were Australian troops and our military
involvement ended in April 2013.
A range of commemoration activities were held in Australia and Timor Leste to
recognise this important 20-year milestone in our near neighbour’s development.
With our help, Timor Leste is today an independent, democratic and economically
sustainable nation, and Australians can be proud of our contribution.

Pat
Pat Conroy MP
Federal Member for Shortland
Shadow Minister for International Development and the Pacific
Shadow Minister Assisting for Climate Change
Shadow Minister Assisting for Defence
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Member for Wallsend

67 Nelson Street, Wallsend NSW 2287 (PO Box 324)
Tel: (02) 4950 0955 Fax: (02) 4950 0977
facebook.com/SoniaHornery twitter.com/Sonia_Hornery

As the first year of the 57th Parliament starts to draw to a close, I am
pleased to be able to say that we have had a productive year in
Wallsend. It has been a busy year, with a number of events
occurring in the Wallsend Electorate and at Parliament in Sydney.
I have continued to advocate for our community, asking Questions
on Notice of Ministers, presenting Notices of Motion to the
Legislative Assembly and speaking on a range of topics, including policing in the
Wallsend Electorate, elective surgery waiting times and local public transport.
After a number of break-ins which caused more than $150,000 of damage, and
working with parents and concerned members of the local community, I was able to
secure funding for a security fence at Glendore Public School. It goes to show that a
committed local community can achieve real change!
We are seeing some real movement in the area. The Newcastle City Police District
has been holding a number of Pop Up Police Stations around the Wallsend
Electorate, and work is set to commence on the long-awaited Stage 5 of the
Newcastle Inner City Bypass with tenders for the first stage of works awarded to
Daracon.
Keep in mind that my office also has Justice of the Peace services and can assist
you with congratulatory messages for events like 50th Wedding Anniversaries. We
are always looking for new ideas for Questions, Notices of Motion or Community
Recognition Statements—short speeches which highlight individuals or
organisations who have achieved something of note in the local area.
If you have an issue with a State Government Department, get in touch and we’ll see
what we can do to help. If there is anything you feel needs to be brought to my
attention, contact my office on 4950 0955 or by email at
wallsend@parliament.nsw.gov.au. You can also reach me on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/SoniaHornery.

Sonia Hornery MP
State Member for Wallsend
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NSW Government, Catholic and Independent schools are encouraged to enter the
Premier’s ANZAC Memorial Scholarship (PAMS) ballot before 18 October 2019 for
the chance to send a History student on a funded study tour to Greece and
Singapore.
Twenty schools will be drawn from the PAMS 2020 ballot. History students from the
selected schools can then apply for a place on the PAMS 2020 tour during the
September-October school holidays. Students will be accompanied by the ANZAC
Memorial’s Senior Historian and Curator as they visit battlefields, memorials and
significant sites and learn about the experiences of Australians during the First and
Second World Wars. I encourage schools in the Lake Macquarie Electorate to apply.
The NSW Government has announced applications for funding from the State’s
ANZAC Community Grants Program and the Community War Memorials Fund are
now open.
If your local memorial needs repair or restoration, encourage your council or local
ex-service organisation to apply for a grant. The Community War Memorials Fund
provides grants of up to $10,000 to protect, conserve and repair war memorials
including statues, honour rolls and memorial halls which commemorate the ANZAC
legacy.
The ANZAC Community Grants Program provides grants of up to $2,000 to schools,
community organisations and veterans groups to recognise Australia’s military
service, educate a new generation and support the NSW veteran community.
Applications for both grant programs are open until 5pm, Monday 11 November.
Around the electorate, following my report on the closure of Morisset Country Club in
your last newsletter, the covers are finally off a $235m plan to redevelop the
privately-owned site. In short, the proposal is called 'Cedar Mill' and includes five
separate precincts. The plans are now on public exhibition and I encourage
everyone to have a look and have their say on this major project.
Also, in some big news for the area, the State Government has agreed to acquire
the former Pasminco site at Boolaroo after years of stalemate and the relentless
efforts of many. This area is set to become a new economic powerhouse. The
economic value of this deal means the creation of more than 2600 jobs, more than
700 new homes, more than $1.8 Billion in economic value, and will likely bring a
number of retail giants to our district.
Don’t forget, if you have concerns about any State issue, don’t hesitate to contact
me or my Toronto office.
Regards
Regards
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Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions
2nd Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F. 1914 – 1919.
World War I – 1914/1918.
nd
2/2 Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F. 1939 – 1945.
World War II – 1939/1945
nd
th
C Company, 2 /17 Battalion, Royal New South Wales Regiment is an Army
Reserve sub unit which parades at Bullecourt Barracks, Adamstown.
C Company can trace its history back to 1855 when the Newcastle Volunteer Artillery
and Infantry Corps was formed in Newcastle. A number of members of Cardiff RSL
Sub Branch served and share this history.
C Company's history includes the World War I, 2nd Infantry Battalion A.I.F. and the
World War II, 2/2nd Infantry Battalion A.I.F.
Since 2014, articles have been published in the quarterly issues of The Busted
Bugle on the centenary of World War I happenings. The articles were compiled from
the history of the 2nd Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F.
The 2nd Infantry Battalion A.I.F. of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division was formed at
Randwick Racecourse on 17 August 1914. The battalion fought throughout the
Gallipoli campaign in 1915 and on the Western Front in France and Belgium from
1916 to 1918. The unit was awarded twenty-two Battle Honours.
The battalion motto was 'Nulli Secundus' (Second to None).
The battalion colour patch was a rectangular purple over green. Purple was the
authorised colour of the 2nd Battalion of each brigade. Green designated a unit of the
1st Brigade.
On 18 May 1919 the 'Second Battalion (A.I.F.) Association 1914-1919' was formed. It
had two primary aims; the first to preserve that great fraternity begot from the very
minute the first members of the Second were attested; and, the second, to render if,
and when necessary, practical assistance to anyone of the Second who found that
the battle of life was going against him and the call for reinforcements was being
unheard. The Association fulfilled these aims as long as life permitted. The
association was dissolved at a meeting held on 3 May 1988.
In 1919 the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment A.M.F. was formed in Newcastle. In
1923, authority to carry the King's and Regimental Colours was granted to all
Infantry Battalions of the A.M.F.
In 1925 the Regimental Colour was made available by the Newcastle City Council
and this, along with the King's Colour, was presented to the 2nd Infantry Regiment at
a parade, on the 7 November 1925. These Colours were laid up in Christ Church
Cathedral on 20 January 1957.
Authority to inherit the Battle Honours awarded to the 2nd Battalion A.I.F. was granted
in 1927 and in the same year the motto ‘Nulli Secundus’ and the Territorial Title ‘City
of Newcastle Regiment’ were confirmed. The title and motto were again confirmed in
1937.
Eighty years ago, Hitler's troops invaded Poland on 1 September 1939. This resulted
in the commencement of World War II when Britain and France declared war on
Germany on 3 September 1939.
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That same day at 9-15 pm, the Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Menzies, made a
nation-wide broadcast which caused many to head for the nearest enlistment centre:
"It is my melancholy duty to inform you officially that in consequence of a persistence
by Germany in her invasion of Poland, Great Britain has declared war upon her, and
that as a result Australia is also at war." At 10-14 pm a proclamation was issued that
Australia was officially at war, and when Parliament met on 6th September, all parties
in the House endorsed the Government's action.
Militia battalions were not permitted to serve overseas as units in World War II. They
did serve in Papua New Guinea which were Australian Territories at that time.
The Australian Government determined that a special expeditionary force (2nd A.I.F.)
would be formed for service overseas. The 6th Division was formed with three
brigades, each of four battalions.
The 2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F., 16th Brigade, 6th Division was raised at
Victoria Barracks, Sydney eighty years ago on 24 October 1939. The battalion
inherited the motto "Nulli Secundus" and the colour patch of purple over green.
Colonel George Wootten, a country solicitor and former regular soldier, formed his
headquarters at Victoria Barracks, Sydney.
Many members of Newcastle's 2nd Infantry Battalion A.M.F together with volunteers
from the Hunter Valley and the North Coast of New South Wales joined this
battalion. The first intake of recruits marched from Liverpool to Ingleburn Camp on 6
November 1939.
November was a busy time with much of the camp still being established. Officers
and NCOs were appointed and sub units formed. The battalion strength was 17
officers and 815 men.
Men were gradually issued with uniforms and equipment. Training areas were
selected and training commenced. By 25 November they were able to hold their first
battalion parade.
During December 1939 the 2/2nd Infantry Battalion A.I.F. continued to be organized
and training at Ingleburn Camp intensified. An advance party left for Palestine on 15
December 1939. The troops went on Christmas and pre-embarkation leave in
batches from 15 December 1940.
From ‘Nulli Secundus, A History of the Second Battalion, A.I.F. 1914 - 1919’; 'Purple
Over Green, The History of the 2/2 Australian Infantry Battalion 1939-1945'; 'A Brief
History of the Newcastle Volunteer Infantry and the Friends of the 2nd Infantry
Battalions Inc'; and the Internet.
Charlie Stevens
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Birth of a Battalion.
When the world went mad, the dark clouds of war,
Spilled o’er Europe, desolate rain,
From that autumn day, ‘twould be years before,
The peaceful sun would shine again.
On September third, nineteen thirty nine,
When the German blitzkrieg started,
And went crashing through Poland’s frontier line,
That’s when common sense departed.
Australia, the other side of the world,
Followed on the mother country,
And so her banner of war she unfurled,
Against the German effrontery.
So the call for volunteers soon was made,
To help form the sixth division,
Those who answered, from every craft and trade,
Not men prone to indecision.
Colonel Wootten handed a job to do,
Not an easy task he could see,
To shape a group of civilians into,
A battalion of infantry.
(His peacetime work, the legal profession,
And standing army reservist,
So it was a natural progression,
Once more to offer for service.)
And thus he became, the first to command,
This battalion of infantry,
Whose motto, “Nulli Secundus,” would stand,
And endure, all the war to be.
There was Dougherty, Edgar and Chilton,
Many more good officers too,
‘Twas their standards, the unit was built on,
And never half measures would do.
Newcastle to northern rivers, and on,
Volunteers, each day, every morn,
From there the second second battalion,
Of the new A.I.F. was born.
Cow hands from the Tweed, where bananas grow,
School teachers, bank clerks, joined up too,
Big strong sleeper cutters, from Dorrigo,
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Swagmen seeking their bit to do.
As the troop trains arrived at Liverpool,
From the north, in groups small and large,
They were met at the station, as a rule,
By an officer, who took charge.
Lieutenant Goslett, on duty one day,
The new recruits, a motley sight,
The lieutenant dressed, fully on display,
In his uniform, shiny bright.
A bibulous voice from the ranks “Oh cripes,
It’s a pansy,” was heard to say,
But then Goslett loved, those rough country types,
So ‘twas “Pansy” Goslett-to stay!
A new training camp, near Liverpool built,
With buildings both large and both small,
With eager young men, soon filled to the hilt,
Australia had answered the call.
November thirty nine-at Ingleburn,
Equipment requests, hard to meet,
When boots were issued, one man missed his turn,
He had to parade in bare feet!
But step-by-step, army clothing and dress,
Began to materialise,
As did the change into soldiers-no less,
From civilians-for critical eyes.
To help Wootten in his difficult task,
Were like minded officers, whoEager young men, without having to ask,
Knew the syllabus, through and through.
All through November, training continued,
And early December as well,
As their confidence grew, a change of mood,
By becoming professional.
Final leave, at the end of December,
Allowed Christmas dinner at home,
Wives, sweethearts, mothers, would long remember,
“Ere their menfolk started to roam.
Then January four-Sixteen Brigade,
Through Sydney’s streets, marched with great pride,
As the tumultuous crowd, watched the parade,
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With loud cheering from either side.
Five days later, from Ingleburn station,
The troops entrained, for Pyrmont pier,
Total secrecy? No! All the nation,
Aware of the move, far and near.
In the harbour there were, four troop ships parked,
One was the liner “Otranto”,
On which the battalion, quickly embarked,
To wait for the convoy to go.
They steamed through the heads, the very next day,
Joined escorts who’d gathered before,
What might be their destiny, who could say?
Those Australians, off to the war.
NX42019, Tas Fallshaw, April 2010

Australian Defence Forces (ADF)
For the latest from the armed services of the Australian Defence Forces
(ADF) check out the respective websites.
The sites have a wide range of interesting articles ranging from history
to present day.
www.navy.gov.au
www.army.gov.au
www.airforce.gov.au
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What is Happening in Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch?
Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is laid-up
in hospital and would like a visit from one of our Welfare Officers.
Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a deceased Veteran
and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the member.
Information on Pensions
We can assist all members of the Australian Defence Force with establishing your
eligibility to lodge your claim forms for submissions to the Department of Veterans’
Affairs (DVA).
We can assist you to lodge appeals against any decisions by DVA that are not to
your liking.
Wellbeing Toolbox
The Wellbeing Toolbox is an on-line resource for veterans, former serving members
and their families. The wellbeing information and tools are general in nature, so a
wide range of people can benefit from them. The website was developed by
Australian Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health (ACPMH) funded by DVA
www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au
********************************************

Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch Touring
Tea Gardens Ferry Trip (25 July 2019)
Arrived at Nelson Bay and boarded the ferry for the cruise across Nelson Bay and
up the Myall River to Tea Gardens to enjoy a delicious lunch at the Tea Gardens
Hotel. After arriving back at Nelson Bay, we made our way to the Medowie
Macadamia Farm for afternoon tea.
Everyone had a great day and the weather was brilliant.
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********************************************

Mudgee Trip (9th – 12th Sep 2019)
During the Mudgee trip we enjoyed the sights of Pukara Estate, Gooree Park,
Gulgong Pioneer Museum, Henry Lawson Centre, Prince of Wales Opera House,
Mudgee Museum, Mandurah Studio, Mudgee Honey Haven, Mudgee Gourmet
Foods, Baker Williams Distillery and Hunter Belle Cheese. Again, everyone had a
fabulous time even though the weather was a bit on the chilly side.
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The Sub-Branch would like to thank Kings Coaches for their
wonderful organisation of these tours and hope we are able
to more of these wonderful experiences.

********************************************
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The Airman Who Fell 18,000 Feet without
a Parachute & Lived (by Paul Feenan)
RAF gunner Sergeant Nicholas Alkemade was a tail gunner and one of a seven man
Lancaster crew who was sitting in the tail gunner’s turret of a Lancaster bomber
named Werewolf of 115 Squadron RAF returning to their base at Witchford in
Cambridge from his fifteenth bombing raid which was part of an 811 plane raid on
Belin. The raid failed mainly due to unpredicted wind changes that separated the
bombers especially on their return flight, when some 50 of the 72 aircraft were
destroyed by flak while the remainder were victims of German night fighters. The
losses this night amounted to almost nine percent of the total force, and
consequently this was the last major RAF raid on Berlin during the war.
Sgt Alkemade, born December 1922 was 21 years old on the night
of the 24th March 1944 when Werewolf was attacked from below
by a German night fighter; the resultant damage tore up Werewolf
wing and fuselage setting it on fire and causing it to spiral out of
control. It was obvious that Werewolf was beyond salvation when
the pilot 21 year old Flight Sergeant Jack Newman ordered the
crew to grab their parachutes for an emergency exit from the
burning aircraft.
Sergeant Nicholas
Alkemade, alone in his turret at the back of the plane, was already
Stephen Alkemade
being scorched by the flames, his rubber oxygen mask beginning
to melt on his face, and his arms seared by the fire. Scrambling for his parachute, he
was hit with a moment of dread when he located it on fire just like everything else
around him, and with the flames licking around his flying suit, in the moment of
chaos he was forced to make an unenviable decision; whether to stay in the plane
and burn or jump to his death.
He decided to jump and make a quick, clean end, and
backing out of the turret he somersaulted away and began
falling from the height of 18,000 feet, until reaching
terminal velocity he blacked out.
To his wonderment he woke up in a snow drift, his fall
having been broken by a combination of the slope of the
ground, the snow cover and the branches of the fir tree he
Lancaster Bomber
was laying underneath.
Other than a sprained ankle and the loss of his flying boots, he suffered only a few
bumps and bruises. His other crew members were not as fortunate, the pilot Jack
Newman with three of the crew were killed in the crash.
Alkemade lay in the snow, blowing his emergency whistle, until a German patrol
located him and he was taken to the disbelieving Gestapo who assumed him he was
a spy as he did not have a parachute. After he told them where to find his discarded
parachute harness and when the wreckage of the bomber was located his story was
verified by the remnants of his parachute in the wreck and his story was believed.
Nicholas was taken to one of the Second World War's most notorious prisoner of war
camps in Poland, Stalag Luft III. A secure enclosure operated by the Germans which
housed captured Allied airmen, Nicholas had fallen to earth on March 24, 1944, the
same night that 76 men had tunnelled their way out of the camp; the so called, Great
Escape.
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His incredible survival made him a celebrity in the camp where his first experience
was to be placed with eight other prisoners in the room where, a week ago, the
Great Escape team had tunnelled their way out. Unfortunately for the occupants the
Germans had filled in the tunnel.
Alkemade’s remain a prisoner of war at Stalag Luft III for 14 months until liberation.
After the war Alkemade worked in the chemical industry in the United Kingdom, and
lived to the age of 64 passing away in June 1987.
********************************************

British soldier with defective eyesight wins the
Victoria Cross by shooting (by Paul Feenan)
Cyril Edward Gourley (1893-1982) serving in 1914 as a Private in the
4th West Lancashire Howitzer Brigade a Territorial Army unit
(equivalent to the CMF) that was mobilised at the start of World War
One and his unit was then absorbed into the 55th West Lancashire
Division and sent to the Kemmel sector near Ypres.
At the end of July 1916 the batteries were later transferred to the
Somme, and again back to the Ypres Salient, where they were in
continuous action and were subjected to enemy bombardments.
On the 1st June 1917, the batteries took part in the week long
Cyril Gourley VC, MM
bombardment of German positions on the Messines Ridge where
Gourley was awarded a Military Medal after he extinguished a fire in an ammunition
dump caused by a German artillery bombardment.
Gourley now 24 years old and promoted to Sergeant rank but refused a commission
due to his defective eyesight that saw him fail the medical, and with his battery
moved south to Cambrai to take part in the forthcoming battle. It was here that he
managed to perform the action by which he earned the Victoria Cross.
On 30 November 1917 at Little Priel Farm, east of Epehy,
France, Sergeant Gourley was in command of a section of
howitzers. During a large enemy advance, and when their
forces were within a few hundred yards of the guns, and at the
front and on one on one flank, Gourley was exposed and
tormented by snipers, however he alone managed to keep one
gun firing throughout the day. While he was periodically driven
away from the gun by enemy fire, he always returned, carrying
QF 4.5 Inch Howitzer
ammunition and laying and firing the gun himself.
The Germans then moved further to his flank where they placed a heavy machine
gun crew about 500 yards away, looking to capture the gun positions. Gourley then
physically moved the howitzer from its firing position in the gun pit, pushing it forward
and turned it to engage the machine gun position where firing over open sights he
destroyed the machine gun with his first one direct hit.
He then replaced the gun back into the pit and continued engaging the attacking
German force again over open sights on enemy parties approaching. He continued
the action until night fall during which time he had managed to save his guns and
they were successfully withdrawn.
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A great achievement by a soldier who reportedly had defective sight that denied him
a commission, however two months later Gourley was given a commission as a
Second Lieutenant, and remained with the 55th Division until it was disbanded in
Brussels in the spring of 1919.
Probably seen by Second Lieutenant Cyril Gourley VC, MM and the only Territorial
Artilleryman to win the Victoria Cross as ‘too little too late’, as he wore his Sergeant’s
uniform to the investiture by the King at Buckingham Palace on the 16th March 1918
and later to his civic reception at Liverpool.
********************************************

The 18 infant children killed in WWI who changed
the course of Royal History (by Paul Feenan)
Eighteen infant children were killed and 37 badly injured when their Upper North
Street School in Poplar was bombed by a German plane on Wednesday the 13th
June 1917.
In the first Blitz on London two German Gotha bombers inadvertently bombed the
school when a bomb intended for the docks in East London fell short and hit the
school killing 18 infant children.
A flight of 18 Gotha bombers on the first ever daylight raid on
London left Ghent in Belgium fitted with extra fuel tanks and
carrying 660 kilograms of bombs each on a nonstop flight to attack
the docks in East End of London where British destroyers were
being built.
Fourteen Gothas attacked the dock area, in clear but hazy skies.
However located 800 metres from the docks and lying right in the
path of any bombs that fell short, was the three-storey council
school with its hundreds of children.
Around 1pm, a surviving child named Jack Brown remembered
sitting in class when a teacher hurried in and whispered something
urgent to his class teacher who told the children to get under their
desks.
The school was hit by probably two bombs that fell short of the
docks, a single bomb smashed through the roof and floors of the
two upper storeys, where there were primary boys on the second
floor of Upper North Street, primary girls on the first floor and, on
the ground floor, a class of infants. The bomb killed three children
on the way through the upper floors and then exploded in the
Infant Children’s
Memorial Located In
room that was the infant class, packed with 64 four and five-yearPoplar Recreation
Grounds.
olds. Fewer than a dozen came out of the fire and rubble
unscathed.
The disaster struck at the hearts of the entire country and caused a national outcry.
The East End showed its collective grief in style, packing the streets in a way never
seen before as 18 flower-bedecked, horse drawn hearses went slowly through the
streets to the mass grave in which the 15 of the dead children were buried. The
remaining three children were buried privately.
King George V sent a personal note expressing his sorrow over the loss of the
young innocent lives, which was read at the funeral in the All Saints Church.
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Money rolled in for a public memorial, built in the form of an angel in mourning, it is
the centrepiece of Poplar Recreation Ground, a stone's throw from the school.
In the days which followed, public opinion turned sharply against any German, or
anything remotely Germanic, which, at that time included the Royal Family who at
that time the both the King and his family went by the name Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
created when Queen Victoria married her cousin Prince Albert.
And to make matters worse for the King, the plane which dropped the bomb killing
the children as they were sitting in class had the same name: a Gotha bomber.
Just five weeks after the air raid killing the children in East London, on the 17th July
1917 Buckingham Palace announced the Royal Family would, henceforth, be known
as the House of Windsor.
********************************************

Russia’s Douglas Bader (by Paul Feenan)
Well an early version of the English World War 2 battle of
Britain legless fighter ace
Alexander Nikolaievich Prokofiev de Seversky was born in
1894 in Georgia of Russian parents, and at the age of 10
years he entered military school, until 14 years old he entered
the Russian Navy Academy after he had been taught to fly by
his father who was one of the first Russian aviators to own
his own aircraft.
Graduating with a degree as in engineering the then
Lieutenant was serving at sea when World War 1
Alexander Seversky in 1914
commenced.
In 1915 after being assigned as a naval aviator, when attacked a German destroyer
in the Gulf of Riga when he was shot down still carrying his bombs, the plane
crashed with the bombs exploding, severely injuring his leg while killing his observer.
With his injured leg amputated he was fitted with an artificial leg, and then deemed
unfit to fly. To enforce his claim to fly he appeared at a local air show where after his
flying performance he was arrested, to be goaled. However the Tsar interceded and
he was returned to combat flying duty.
In 1917 he was again seriously injured when a horse drawn wagon hit and fractured
his good leg. He recovered and then went on to complete a total of 57 combat
missions, shooting down six German aircraft, while he personally claimed to have
disposed of 13 enemy aircraft.
He was then posted as the assistant naval attaché in 1917 to the United States after
the Russian revolution, and there he decided to remain, serving at the War
department as a pilot and test pilot, and assisting in the development of air power’s
ability to destroy battleships.
He was responsible for the invention and the first patent for air to air refuelling in
1921 and of the gyroscopically stabilized bombsight, the sale of which financed the
Seversky Aero Corporation which in 1936 won the first military contract for the
production of the Seversky P35 fighter for the US Army Air Corps.
Seversky died in 1974 at New York Memorial Hospital.
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Explanation of World War One – If it were only a Bar Fight (by Paul Feenan)
Germany, Austria and Italy are standing in the middle of a pub when Serbia bumps
into Austria and spills Austria’s beer.
Austria demands Serbia buy it a whole new suit because of the new beer stains on
the trousers leg.
Germany expressed its support for Austria’s point of view.
Britain recommends that everyone calm down a bit.
Serbia points out that it can’t afford a whole new suit, but offers to pay for the
clearing of Austria’s trousers.
Russia and Serbia look at Austria.
Austria asks, “What are you looking at?”
Russia recommends that Austria leave its little brother Serbia alone.
Austria inquires, “Whose army will help you do that?”
Germany appeals to Britain that France has been looking at it and is amazed that
Britain has not intervened to make France stop it.
Britain replies that France can look at who it want to, that Britain is looking at
Germany too, and what is Germany going to do about it?
Germany tells Russia to stop looking at Austria or Germany will render Russia
incapable of such action anymore.
Britain and France ask Germany whether it’s looking at Belgium.
Turkey and Germany go off in a corner and whisper when they come back, Turkey
makes a show of not looking at anyone.
Germany rolls up its sleeves, looks at France, and punches Belgium.
France and Britain punch German. Austria punches Russia; Germany punches
Britain and France with one hand and Russia with the other.
Russia throws a punch at Germany, but misses and nearly falls over. Japan calls
over from the other side of the room that it’s on Britain’s side, but stays there. Italy
surprises everyone by punching Austria.
Australia punches Turkey, and gets punched back. There are no hard feelings
because Britain made Australia do it.
France gets thrown through a plate glass window, but gets back up and carries on
fighting. Russia gets thrown through another window, gets knocked out, suffers brain
damage and wakes up with a complete personality change.
Italy throws a punch at Austria and misses, but Austria falls over anyway. Italy raises
both fists in the air and runs around the room chanting.
America waits till Germany is about to fall over from sustained punching from Britain
and France, then walks over and smashes it with a bar stool; then pretends it won
the fight all by itself.
By now, all the chairs are broken and the big mirror over the bar is shattered. Britain,
France and America agree that Germany threw the first punch, so the whole thing is
Germany’s fault. While Germany is still unconscious, they go through its pockets,
steal its wallet and buy drinks for all their friends.
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The Bugle Puzzles
Arrow Words

Sudoku
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COOKING
Grilled Chicken Burger with Red Cabbage Coleslaw
Preparation time: 15 minutes
Cooking Time: 10 minutes
Serves: 4

Ingredients
600g chicken mince
1/4 red cabbage, finely shredded

70g (1 cup) fresh breadcrumbs
1/2 red onion, very thinly sliced

1 carrot, peeled, coarsely grated

1/4 cup finely chopped chives

1/4 cup mayonnaise

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

2 teaspoons honey

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 loaf Turkish bread
100g baby rocket leaves
Cooking method
1. Combine the chicken and breadcrumbs in a large bowl. Season with salt and
pepper. Divide into four even portions. Shape each portion into a 9cm patty.
Place on a plate. Cover with plastic wrap and place in the fridge for 30 minutes
to rest.
2. Meanwhile, combine the cabbage, onion, carrot, chives, mayonnaise, mustard
and honey in a large bowl. Season with salt and pepper.
3. Preheat a barbecue or chargrill on high heat. Lightly brush the bread slices and
chicken patties with oil. Cook chicken on barbecue for 3 minutes each side or
until golden brown and cooked through. Transfer to a plate. Cook bread on
barbecue for 2 minutes or until lightly toasted.
4. Place bread bases on serving plates. Top with red cabbage slaw and chicken
patties. Top with rocket and remaining bread. Serve immediately.
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch Meeting Dates 2019
The following lists the Sub-Branch’s Committee and General Meeting dates for
2019.
Note: General Meetings start at 1015 Hrs.
General Meetings (Sunday)
10 November
8th December GM & (Xmas Lunch)
th

The following lists other important dates for 2019.
ANZAC Day
Thursday, 25 April 2019
Remembrance Day
Monday, 11 November 2019
Sub-Branch Xmas Luncheon
Sunday 8th December 2019
NOTE: The Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch will be closed from Wednesday, 18th December
2019 and re-open on Saturday, 11th January 2020.
********************************************

Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch Meeting Dates 2020
The following lists the Sub-Branch’s Committee and General Meeting dates for
2020.
Note: General Meetings start at 1015 Hrs.
TBD
AGM

To be determined
Annual General Meeting

General Meetings (Sunday)
12 January 2020
9th February 2020 (AGM only)
8th March 2020
19th April 2020 (3rd Sunday of April)
17th May 2020 (3rd Sunday of May)
14th June 2020
12th July 2020
9th August 2020
13th September 2020
11th October 2020
8th November 2020
13th December 2020 GM & (Xmas Lunch)
th

The following lists other important dates for 2019.
ANZAC Day
Saturday 25th April 2020
Remembrance Day
Wednesday 11th November 2020
Sub-Branch Xmas Luncheon
Sunday 13th December 2020
NOTE: The Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch will be closed from Wednesday 18th December
2019 and re-open on Saturday 11th January 2020.
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Answers for Puzzles
Arrow Words Puzzle
Answers

Sudoku Puzzle
Answers
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DVA SERVICES & PROVIDERS
Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA)
Service

Phone

Veterans Affairs Network Newcastle

4926 2733

Transport (e.g. Hire Car to Doctor)

1800 550 455

Countrylink (Trains) Pensioner Travel Voucher

132232

Counselling Services (Psychology)

4915 0420 or
1800 011 046

Home Care – Assessment Agency

1300 550 450

Accepted Disa bility Information Hotline

1300 550 457

Newcastle Legacy

4968 9882 or
4968 9501
Equipment Suppliers
Supplier

Phone

Alphacare Rehabilitation

1300 257 421

Local Mobility

4956 9993
General Providers
Supplier

Phone

Ind ependence Solutions (Incontinence Goods)

1300 788 85 5

Ralph Halliday (DVA Provider: rails etc)

4957 2539
041 2 231 441

Ken French (Carpenter)

0403 312 364

Smithy's Electrical (Electrician)

4960 8377
0412 496 688

Roy Palmer (Electrician)

4951 1100
0417 689 101
Fax: 4951 1196

Sean (General Gardening) no lawn mowing

0409 592 604

Jai (Gardening & Lawn Mowing)

0479 130 467

Mark Jones (Lawn Mowing & Lopping of Trees)

4955 7018

Andrews Pressure Cleaning (e.g. pavers & concrete
pathways $100 per hour- only large jobs
*not DVA contracted)

4942 8931
0410 555 993
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General Providers (cont.)
Supplier

Phone

Rex Maddock (Occupational Therapist)

4946 9336
0412 855 850
Fax: 4965 9383

Dr. Gillia n Maddock (Clinical Psychologist)

4946 9336
Fax: 4965 9383

Alex Mills (Remedial Massage Therapist)

0432 362 444

Optim u m Inta ke (Dietitian's)

0499 008 451

Connor Gleadhill (Physiotherapist)
does Home visits

0405 203 661

Graha m e Lott (Action Carpet Cleaners)

4954 5307

Amazing Clean Belmont (Repairs & Cleaning Blinds,
curtains, mattresses, upholstery & awnings etc) Rick &
Lorraine Bannerman

4946 0500
0417 421 564

Steve Lawson (Private Jobs)

4951 6923
0419 632 230

Pha rmacy Information Hotline

1300 550 459

Hea ring Services Office
(e.g. Hearing Services Voucher)

1800 500 726

A ustralian Hea ring Kota ra (Audiologist's)

4941 3600

Telstra Disa bility Unit (Disability Telephones etc)

1800 068 424

Telstra Fa ults

132 200

Referral and Information Centre (Respite & ACAT)

4924 2590

Romel (Computer Repairs)

0406 408 060

Men 's Shed (Some general carpentry etc)
*they do not visit clients
Clients must go to Men 's Shed for work to be done.

l300 550 009

Page 33

The Busted Bugle (Spring 2019)

Change of Address
If you have moved house and not updated your details with the Sub-Branch, fill in
the Change of Address Notification and either post it (snail mail) or hand deliver it to
the Sub-Branch office so your details can be updated. You can also use the form to
update your Phone numbers and email address if you wish to do so.
Surname:

First Name:

Second Name:

_______________

___________

___________

Spouse's / Partner's Name
_______________

___________

___________

Address:
__________________________________________
Suburb
_______________
Home Phone No.
(_ _) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

State

Postcode

___

____

Mobile Phone No.
____ ___ ___

e-mail Address
__________________________________________
Do you wish to receive email correspondence?

Yes / No (please circle)

Consent to photographic and digital images and/or audio and visual
recordings.

Yes / No (please circle)
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Memorabilia
If you have any information about the items in our display cases regarding who
donated them, please contact the Sub-Branch Office during office hours as we have
the items catalogued in an Assets Register and would like to establish ownership
details.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is produced for the membership of Cardiff RSL SubBranch and complimentary copies are also distributed to interested parties. It is written
with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be accurate at the time of printing.
However, readers should not act, nor refrain from acting, solely on the basis of
information in this newsletter about financial, taxation or any other matter. Readers,
having regard to their own particular circumstances, should consult the relevant
authorities or other advisors with expertise in the particular field, Neither the Cardiff RSL
Sub-Branch, nor the management committee or editorial staff, accept any responsibility
for actions taken by readers.
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Come along and join us for our inaugural Cardiff Community Fair on Saturday 16th
November. We are bringing our community together for a massive day of:
 Entertainment – Soloists, Aboriginal Dance and welcoming plus more
 Market Stalls – Community based stalls and Heat & Soul Markets
 Kids Jumping Castle & Facepainting
 Food Trucks – A variety of yummy foods to experience
 Plenty of giveaways and prizes + More
Held in the front carpark of the club from 10am to 3pm. We will also be holding our
Heart & Soul Markets along with some Mindfulness activities in our Members
Lounge.
We will be supporting a range of local Businesses & Charities on the day so save
the date and bring along the family.

MEAT & VOUCHER RAFFLES
Join us for our weekly Meat and Voucher Raffles:
Wednesday : Tickets on sale at 6.00pm, drawn at 7.00pm
Thursday
: Tickets on sale at 5.30pm, drawn at 6.30pm
Friday
: Tickets on sale at 6.00pm, drawn at 7.00pm
Saturday
: Tickets on sale at 6.00pm, drawn at 7:00pm
Sunday
: Tickets on sale at 5.30pm, drawn at 6.30pm
Plenty of Meat trays as well as $25 vouchers for:
Reids Meat Cardiff, Bibina Warners Bay, Coles, Woolworths and a $50 voucher for
Costies Seafood Warners Bay or Green Hills.
+Plus we have Club Reward Points and 2 Cartons of Beer.

Morning Melodies
Every Tuesday & Thursday we invite you to come along for our Morning Melodies
from 9:30am to 11am. Grab a coffee from Cafe45 and listen to some great acoustic
music. Grab a Coffee Rewards Card and get your 10th Coffee FREE.
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