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Message from Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch President
Hi, to all of our members and associates, here’s hoping you
all had a wonderful Xmas and an even happier new year.
2017 was a great year for us in which we have achieved a
lot of things for our Sub-Branch, membership also
increased substantially which has also made us one or the
best Sub-Branches going, put that down to pride people,
pride in what you are doing and proud to be a member.
The people in our office have done a tremendous job for you all and I really
appreciate that, the work has been overwhelming at times but they have
completed it all, I speak on behalf of Gary, Ben, Peter Burns our office staff
and Bill, Paul and Mike our trusted Trustees, also Peter Taylor what a great
mate to have, Alana Ward my pension compadre we’ve had a good year for
disability pensions, Alex and Bob for their untiring work and Gary and Shaz our
hospital visitors, I’m proud of you all, so thank’s very much to you all.
It would be remiss of me not to mention our wonderful Womens’ Auxiliary who
have worked tirelessly throughout the past year, well done girls.
Our thanks must also go to Alana Ward for organizing those great trips for the
Sub-Branch throughout the year and there is more to come, so watch this
space……also, Bunnings, also have provided us with a beautiful flower
garden, Shaun has once again shown us what a trooper he is and Emma
Hambleton from Bunnings who supplies us with everything we need so a big
thank you to those people as well. Our ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day
services all went great, what about the crowds that attended, equally great.
Also, I would like to thank Pat Conroy and his staff a big thank you to all
involved in the production of this newsletter, and lastly but not least our thanks
must go to Ken and Garry and staff from the Club, you people have made the
Club what it is today and it’s always a pleasure to work with you. Staff from the
Eastern Tiger Restaurant have also been very accommodating throughout the
year also, in saying all of that I hope you didn’t eat too much at the xmas party,
which I might say attracted around 150 and then went home to see what santa
had given you. So thank’s once again for a good year all round and we look
forward to an even better 2018.

Syd Lynch. J P
Hon. President
Q: Why did the chicken go to the séance?
A: To get to the other side.
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Watson Dingwell
From his hands-on career as a machinist in the
Defence Force to his hobbies of gardening and dancing
Watson Dingwell has always been a man of many
talents.
As a young man, Watson worked for BHP as a fitter
and turner, maintaining, repairing and modifying
machinery such as engines. His choice of vocation
stemmed from his love of motorbikes and his interest in
how they worked. Originally forbidden from owning a
motorbike by his mother, Watson eventually convinced
her to let him have one, going on to collect several bikes and learn a great
deal about them.
One month before he was to become a full qualified fitter and turner,
Watson was enlisted in the Australian Defence Force. His subsequent
career working on aircraft engines in the Air Force saw him travel to places
like Richmond, Amberley, Wagga, Port Moresby and Goodenough Island
to name just a few. Watson had may unique experiences throughout his
service, including building his own hut to live in while stationed at Port
Moresby, enduring 18 inches of rain in 12 hours on Goodenough Island,
and working on aircrafts that were destined for Pearl Harbour but diverted
to Amberley inlight of the Japanese attack.
After his wife Grace passed away, Watson took up gardening as a hobby
to himself busy. As it turned out, he had quite a green thumb. Looking
through his yearly albums filled with photographs of his flowers is a treat,
African Violets, Dutch Irises, Roses in a rainbow of colours and every
flower you can think of was grown in Watson’s beautiful, flourishing
gardens.
Right up to the age of 91, Watsons other hobby was New Vogue dancing,
an Australian form of sequence dancing, which includes waltzes, tangos,
foxtrots and many more. Throughout his life, Watson had mastered and
impressive 86 different styles of dance.
Watson was a resident at Amaroo for three years and enjoyed taking daily
trips on the bus and playing Housie. He also had an extensive taped music
collection, which he shared with other residents by playing 45 minutes of
music before each Housie session.
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch Women’s Auxiliary
Hon. President
Hon. Secretary
Hon. A/Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Vice President
Vice President
Purchasing Officers

Gaie Urquhart
Debra Ernst
Lynne Goodworth
Kerry Forrester
Val Douglas
Corinne Peters
Brigitta Froehlich
Stella Brien

Hello Everyone,
I hope you all had a great Christmas, and best wishes for 2018.
The Women’s Auxiliary had a wonderful annual luncheon last November,
unfortunately we were unable to have our raffle or tombola, but we did have a
visit from Santa and two of his Elves. Our invited guests were from Cessnock,
East Maitland, Maitland, Nelson Bay, Tea Gardens, Tilligerry, Davistown,
Hornsby, Doyalson/Wyee, Ingleburn, Medowie, Shortland, Lambton/ New
Lambton, Toronto, Fairfield, Morisset Country Women’s Association, War
Widows Guild along with Sub-Branch President Syd Lynch and Peter Taylor.
Our President from CCWA Pauline James presented some of our members
with awards:
 One Star: Lynne Goodworth, Corinne Peters and Debra Ernst.
 Two Stars: Helen Johnson and Val Gray.
 Forty Year Star: Dianne Borham and Lee Zieleman.
 Fifty Year Star: Bonnie Graham and Pearl Abercrombie.
Some of the Women’s Auxiliary members attended the Sub-Branch men’s
Luncheon in December, we all had a great time. Hopefully we will soon be
back to our normal fundraising activities early in 2018.

Debra Ernst
Hon. Secretary
I renamed my iPod The Titanic, so when I plug it in, it says,
“The Titanic is syncing.”
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Message from the Padre
The New Year can mean many different things. It means we are a year older –
and hopefully wiser. Given the stage of life for many of us, we may also be a
year frailer. We may have things we are looking forward to in the year ahead,
or we may simply want to move on from things in the year that has been.
As a minister, the New Year for me is a sign of hope. No matter what has
been, the history of the year ahead has not yet been written – and we are the
stars of our own story. In other words, we can make choices about how the
year might pan out for ourselves. Sure, there will be elements beyond our
control, but the choices we make will have an impact.
I can choose to go on a holiday – or not.
I can choose to play more golf – or not.
I can choose to be kind to those I meet – or not.
I can choose to be miserable and complain about everything – or not.
I can choose to worry about what tomorrow might bring – or not.
My encouragement to you is to see the unwritten future as pages of
opportunity. A blank space can be filled with whatever you want, or by
whatever you let others put there. I am aiming for the former. I hope you will
too.

Rev Alan Williams
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Welcome to a new year. I sincerely hope you had a lovely Christmas break
and are feeling refreshed and ready to tackle whatever 2018 may bring for you
and your family.
2018 is when we commemorate the centenary since the end of the First World
War. To commemorate this important anniversary each electorate has $50,000
from the Armistice Centenary Grants Program to support local communitybased projects and activities that commemorate the end of the First World
War, remembering Australian service men and women from all conflicts and
celebrate a just and secure peace. This grant provides funding of between
$3,000 and $50,000 to support local commemorative projects.
Applicants have until 16 February to lodge their application with my office. If
you would like further information on eligible projects and organisations that
are eligible to apply please go to my website www.patconroy.com.au or
contact my office.
This year I intend to get out and about the Shortland electorate as much as
possible, hosting seniors expos, mobile offices and attending community
events. If you would like to meet with me on a federal issue in Belmont or
attend my next Cardiff mobile office in March, please call to make an
appointment on 4947 9546 or send me an email at
pat.conroy.mp@aph.gov.au.
Til next time,

Pat
Pat Conroy MP

I saw a documentary on how ships are kept together; it was
riveting.
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Member for Wallsend

Suite 3/30 Dan Rees Street, Wallsend NSW 2287 (PO Box 324)
Tel: (02) 4950 0955 Fax: (02) 4950 0977
facebook.com/SoniaHornery twitter.com/Sonia_Hornery

I hope you all had a very happy and merry Christmas
and a wonderful, safe New Year! 2017 was an
interesting year, which kicked off with a new Premier.
I’m looking forward to finding out what 2018 has in
store for us.
It has been a very busy time in Wallsend. I have
spoken in Parliament on a range of issues, including
flood mitigation works in Wallsend, policing in the local
area and school maintenance. I have launched a petition calling on the
Government to re-instate the park and ride shuttle bus from McDonald Jones
Stadium to the John Hunter Hospital—if you are interested in supporting this
petition, please contact my office.
If you’re having an issue with a State Government department, such as Family
and Community Services or Fair Trading, or if there is an issue you think
needs to be brought to the Berejiklian Government’s attention, don’t hesitate to
get in contact with my office. I’m here to make sure your voice is heard.
My office can help you get congratulatory messages for special celebrations
like 50th, 60th or 70th wedding anniversaries and 80th, 90th or 100th birthdays.
We also provide JP services. I’ll be holding a number of mobile offices across
the Wallsend electorate throughout 2018, so come and say hello. Please
contact my office on 4950 0955, follow me on Facebook and keep an eye out
for further information.
I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and have a great Australia Day, and
look forward to continuing to stand up for Wallsend in 2018.

Sonia Hornery MP
State Member for Wallsend
Q: What’s the best thing about Switzerland?
A: Not sure, but the flag is a big plus.
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In 2016 an artwork was commissioned for a new Hall of Service in the NSW
War Memorial in Hyde Park – a civic space which architecturally and
artistically mirrors the Hall of Memory in the original building.
It was proposed that a plaque be created for every town, suburb and locality
around NSW that enlistees for the First World War gave as their place of
address. A sample of soil collected from the area will also be displayed
alongside the place name.
The artwork will display soil collected from 1699 NSW towns, suburbs and
locations, in the Hall of Service. A ring set into the floor will also list 100 sites of
significance in the State’s military history.
Each sample of soil will be placed in the Hall of Service with the name of the
town next to it so that future generations can understand the enormity of our
State’s efforts and ensure that those sacrifices are never forgotten.
Local communities across NSW are being engaged to participate in the
collection of soil and invited to attend soil-collection events as the ANZAC
Memorial Centenary Project Soil Collection continues.
Local towns to be included are Teralba, Morisset, Martinsville, Killingworth,
Boolaroo, Awaba, Cardiff, Dora Creek, Fassifern, Holmesville, Wakefield and
Wyee.
The ANZAC Memorial upgrade will be complete in late 2018 as the Centenary
of ANZAC commemorations draw to a close.
Finally, I hope you all had a happy and healthy Christmas. Lyn and I wish you
all the best for 2018.
Regards

92 Victory Parade, Toronto NSW 2283
email: lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au
facebook.com/GregPiper1MP
twitter.com/GregPiperMP

Electorate Office 4959 3200
www.gregpiper1.com
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KOKODA TRAIL 2017
Josephine Harrison
Trek 2 (Saturday 23 September to Wednesday 4th of October)
I believe it is through the connections you make with other people, which
influences the outcome of your journey and what an absolutely phenomenal
journey it was to Trek the Kokoda Trail in commemoration of the sacrifice and
hardships endured by the ANZACS and the Fuzzywuzzy Angels 75 years ago
today. I do not know how to thank Adventure Kokoda, KYLC, Cardiff RSL,
Cardiff High, the beautiful people of Papua New Guinea, Chad, Carla and my
trekking group enough. This experience has been one of a lifetime, and one I
will be sure never to forget.
I will be eternally grateful for this eye-opening adventure, as it has taught me
the importance of teamwork, leadership, a positive attitude and motivation.
Trekking the Kokoda Trail has definitely been the biggest challenge of my life
to date, where I have gained confidence in myself to step outside of my
comfort zone and the strength and courage to overcome adversity. Driving
through Port Moresby was where I had my first revelation of how different life
is in Papua New Guinea, only a short distance from our own shores. Looking
out the window whilst driving by the apparent poverty that exists within the
streets, I could not help but appreciate how good my life is, thanks to the
mateship, courage, sacrifice and endurance of the Diggers and the
Fuzzywuzzy Angels. I then experienced a brief glimpse of life in villages at the
end of each day’s trek and how different life seemed. The villagers had so few
possessions but their lives are very rich in so many other ways. The smiles on
their faces and the spirit of generosity shared with us along the trek was
something to be cherished forever.
During my time trekking along the trail, I realised the importance of
appreciating every moment in life as it comes and to not stress about
circumstances we have no control over, as it is those negative thoughts that
lead to sadness and failure. What a shame it would be to miss the little
junctures in life which make all the difference. The ANZACS and the
Fuzzywuzzy Angels are a perfect example of showcasing the importance of
having a positive attitude and dogged determination. For they fought in the
harshest conditions and endured the ultimate sacrifices so we can live the way
we do today. I am perpetually appreciative and humbled.
Returning to Australia, I have a greater understanding of not only the
hardships endured in the war, but how it feels to succeed in a journey only a
few are lucky enough to take on. This determined attitude transcends into
everyday challenges, which I feel is important when trying to overcome life’s
confrontations, as my mind has been opened to the wider world which
encompasses us all. I am inspired, determined and motivated to set
achievable goals and to pass on the spirit of Kokoda to those around me and
generations to come.
How grateful and proud I feel to be Australian.
rd
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211 Army Cadet Unit (ACU) Newcastle

211 ACU has enjoyed a very busy but very productive last few months.
Since the last Busted Bugle, 211 ACU has busy. He had 49 cadets take part in
the NSW ACC Brigade Exercise (Exercise Menin Road) over the first week of
the last school holidays. As predicted in the last edition. The bus ride home
was very quiet as just about everyone was asleep by Branxton on the trip
home. Four (4) 211 ACU cadets took part in what we call Gull Force. This
activity is run by our 21 Battalion HQ staff. The activity is names after the 2/21
Bn who was the core unit of the famous Gull Force who carried out commando
operation in Japanese occupied Ambon.

Brigade on Parade

211 Gull Force Candidates

Our Most Senior Cadet Aidan Ballinger was appointed as acting CDT RSM for
21 AAC Battalion during Operation Menin Road. He did an outstanding job
and as a result he was officially promoted to CDTWO1 and appointed RSM by
the Commander 5 BDE BRIG Bond in front of the entire NSW AAC Brigade.

CDT WO1 Promotion in the field
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On Saturday 11NOV17, 7 cadets from 211 ACU took part the moving
ceremony held at Cardiff RSL. CDTWO2 Shane Bagley, CDTCPL Shakyra
Wells, CDTCPL Jessica Van Braam, CDTL/CPL Emma Westbury, CDT David
Burusic, CDT Mitchell Harter & CDT Sandra Macura all did an outstanding job.

Quick practice before the start

On Parade

Due to transport issues 211 ACU’s Fourth Term Bivouac (Operation
Popondetta) was rescheduled from 17-19NOV17 to the 08-10DEC17. The
Exercise was a part barracks & part field activity with the field phases taken
part in the Glenrock Conservation Area. I know that the cadets were thankful
to have access to showers which is never available at Singleton.

Mess time
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We had a great roll up of cadets, parents, friends & family at 211 ACU’s
annual Ceremonial Parade carried out at Bullecourt Barracks on the last day
of School 15DEC17. The cadet achieving awards were pleased as were their
parents. I know that I can speak for all members of 211 ACU in expressing our
thanks to Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch in their donation. I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank the members of Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch to attend
211 ACU annual ceremonial parade & prize giving ceremony. I know that the
cadets like to have veterans attend this event.
At the start of Fourth term we have signed up another 5 new recruits (two of
each). We have a lot of new recruits for 2018. Good news on next year too,
211 ACU is having its establishment increased to 99 cadets.
At this stage we have only the one cadet that is confirmed joining the ADF in
the New Year. CDT Sandra Macura is off to the delights of a Kapooka summer
on the 15DEC17 to start her military career. CDT Macura is joining RAEME to
be trained as an electrician.

CDT Sandra Macura

Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch’s continued support is greatly appreciated by all
Cadets & Staff of 211 ACU.

Peter Lockwood
Captain (Officer Commanding 211 ACU Newcastle)
Australian Defence Forces (ADF)
For the latest from the armed services of the Australian Defence
Forces (ADF) check out the respective websites.
The sites have a wide range of interesting articles ranging from
history to present day.
www.navy.gov.au
www.army.gov.au
www.airforce.gov.au
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DID YOU KNOW
The SLR Battle Rifle
The Vietnam War was the first time in history that the Australian Infantryman’s
service weapon had semi-automatic capabilities.
The following is reproduced from Cashner, B. (2013). The FN FAL BATTLE
RIFLE. In WEAPON (p. 52 to 54). Oxford OX2, OPH, UK: Osprey Publishing
Ltd.

Australian and New Zealand units fighting alongside US, South Vietnamese
and other forces in Vietnam during the 1960s and 1970s were armed with the
Lithgow made L1A1 semi-automatic Self Loading Rifle, (SLR) they found it a
reliable weapon for jungle fighting.
Despite very limited manpower and artillery and air support when compared to
their American allies, the Australians and New Zealanders, by receiving
special jungle training, derived from lessons learned in the jungles of Malaya
and Borneo, operated in a manner with the Viet Cong and NVA came to fear.
Small Australian and New Zealand patrols moved like ghosts and often proved
superior to the enemy when it came to stealth and field craft. Despite the
Australian’s general disdain for the ‘body count’ as a measure of success, the
tactics do provide considerable vindication of the unconventional methods they
used.
Some estimates claim that American troops expended around 200,000 rounds
of small arms ammunition per enemy casualty; for the Australians and New
Zealanders armed with the L1A1, 275 rounds were expended per enemy
casualty (Hall & Ross 2009). The reasons for this were many. First the
Australians and New Zealand soldiers were trained to a standard of
marksmanship far above and beyond that of the American infantryman.
Second, many old hands in the 1st Australian Task Force were Borneo and
Malaya veterans, reinforcing the jungle training Australian and New Zealand
forces received before deployment to Vietnam. Third, the Australians and New
Zealanders frequently operated in small, quiet, stealthy patrols rather than in
huge, blundering, easily-avoided battalion-sized (or larger) sweeps.
The Australian method paid off in inflicting enemy casualties without the need
for dozens of aircraft and thousands of artillery rounds per engagement. For
instance, more than a third of the Australians’ enemy contacts were
ambushes. In 34 percent of the cases, the Aussies and Kiwis ambushed the
View Cong/North Vietnamese Army (VC/NVA) while in only 2 percent of the
contacts did the enemy manage to surprise the ANZACs in their own
ambushes.
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One SAS study of Australian actions in Vietnam claimed that, despite the
usually quite timely and relatively heavy air strikes and artillery support
Western infantry enjoyed in that war, some 70 per cent of enemy casualties
were inflicted with infantry small arms.
The ANZACs’ tactical methods also kept the enemy responding to them rather
than vice versa, a critical element in counter-insurgency warfare.
Although its 1,143 mm (45 inch) length was hardly ideal in the jungle, the SLR
got very high marks for its ruggedness and dependability. The battle of Long
Tan in August 1966 occurred in the pounding monsoon downpour and sloppy
mud, conditions that caused more than a few problems for the M60 machine
guns and their exposed ammunition belts, as well as the handful of the new
American Armalite M16 rifles used by the Australians. The L1A1 weathered
the test with flying colours; the official Australian Army after action reports
called it ‘the outstanding weapon of the action’ (Australian Army 1967:26).
As with the British L1Al, the Australian SLR offered semi-automatic fire only.
The conservation of ammunition provided with the semi-automatic made a real
difference at Long Tan. Most soldiers were issued with, at best; one loaded
magazine in the rifle and four spare magazines in their web gear; a total of 100
rounds or fewer does not last long in a set piece long term firefight, even on
semi-automatic. Still, in the jungle, it was usually standard operating procedure
to ‘dump’ the first magazine as fast as possible to establish fire superiority and
then switch to the aimed ‘double-tap’ thereafter.
Even so, one of the biggest lessons of Long Tan was the issue of a great deal
more ammunition and magazines to the infantryman. The issue of only five
magazines, which were expected to be reloaded from bandoliers, was
obviously insufficient for a soldier engaged in a firefight.
As with the fighting men around the globe, the Australians and New
Zealanders also quickly made use of the penetrative power of the 7.62 x 51
mm NATO round. More than one enemy soldier hiding behind the truck of a
rubber tree found his cover turned into mere concealment by 7.62 round
blasting through it.
One semi-official modification of the L1A1 in Vietnam, which began in the
Australian SAS, was nicknamed ‘The Beast’ or sometimes ‘The Bitch’. This
was an L1A1 converted to full-automatic fire with the parts from the L2A1;
(heavy barrelled fully automatic SLR) saw the barrel, minus the flash
suppressor, cut off just beyond the gas–plug assembly. With a 30 round
magazine, which it could empty in less than three seconds, it was a fearsome
close range weapon. More than a few soldiers of both sides thought the huge
muzzle blast of ‘The Beast’ sounded like a heavy .50 – calibre machine gun,
providing a powerful psychological effect along with the extra firepower.
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Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions
35th Australian Infantry Battalion
Newcastle's Own 9th Brigade, 3rd Division
A service was initiated by the "Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions" in
consultation with the Dean of Newcastle's Christ Church Cathedral to dedicate
a plaque to honour the 35th Battalion (“Newcastle’s Own”) in this, a centenary
year of the battalion's participation in World War I. The service was held in the
Warrior's Chapel on Thursday 12 October 2017 which was the centenary of
the attack by the battalion on Passchendaele, Belgium in 1917 (Photo of the
Plaque below).
In the Cathedral, there are now two 35th
Australian Infantry Battalion plaques, one
dedicated to the World War I battalion and
one to the World War II battalion.
The First A.I.F. 35th Battalion was formed
in December 1915 in Newcastle. The bulk
of the battalion’s recruits were drawn from
the Newcastle region and thus it was
known as “Newcastle’s Own”.
th
The 35 Battalion became part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Division, along with
the 33rd Battalion raised in Armidale “New England’s Own”, the 34th Battalion
known as “Maitland’s Own”, and the 36th Battalion, first known as
"Carmichael’s Thousand" which was recruited across the state of NSW mainly
from Rifle Clubs.
The 35th Battalion was based at the Broadmeadow Showground during their
formation and initial training.
The 35th Battalion departed by train from Broadmeadow on 30 April 1916.
They arrived in Sydney and marched through the city where a salute was
taken by the Governor General.
Early the next day, the troops marched to Woolloomooloo wharf where, with a
nominal roll of 30 Officers and 1000 other ranks, they embarked on H.M.A.T.
A24 "S.S. Benalla".
They disembarked in Plymouth, England on 9 July 1916. They travelled by
train to Amesbury and marched to No. 2 Camp, Larkhill on the Salisbury Plains
in Wiltshire.
The 3rd Division, Commanded by Major General Monash, had been raised in
Australia and then given an additional four months training in England.
The 3rd Division later proved their worth by being highly trained, efficient and
well-disciplined troops. This approach to extensive training was to become a
hallmark of General Monash’s policy. Don’t rush into battle. Plan well and in
great detail. Use all available resources and minimise casualties among your
own troops.
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The 35th Battalion arrived in France on 22 November 1916. They moved into
trenches near Armentieres on the Western Front on 26 November, just in time
for the onset of the terrible winter of 1916 - 1917.
The 35th Battalion had to wait until the emphasis of British and Dominion
operations switched to the Ypres sector of Belgium in mid-1917 to take part in
its first major battle in the battle of Messines. The 35th Battalion began
preparing for battle on 3 and 4 June 1917. Final orders were received on 5
June.
As part of the preparations for the Battle of Messines, the 1st Australian
Tunnelling Company was tasked with digging tunnels and ensuring that the
tunnels and explosives beneath Hill 60 remained intact and undiscovered by
the Germans over a period of seven months.
It should be remembered that many former coalminers from Newcastle and
the Hunter Valley were among the soldiers who dug the tunnels and laid the
mines.
At 3.10 am on 7 June 1917, 19 of the 21
mines dug under the German positions
erupted in an explosion that was
reportedly heard 130 miles away in
London. The whole top of the ridge burst
skywards as huge craters measuring 300
feet wide and 70 feet deep opened,
releasing a thick black cloud filled with
debris and dust and lit by a bright orange
flame. The detonation of the mines
Above - Australian Soldiers Passing The Ruins Of The
was the signal for the allied artillery
Cloth Hall In Ypres, October 1917. Below – The Cloth Hall
As At 28 April 2008.
to commence the heaviest
bombardment seen to that date.
Never again in the great war did the
Australians see the Germans in such a
complete state of shock and
disorientation. Many Germans who
were not killed or wounded staggered
out of their dugouts in a state of
complete hysteria.
However, it was not a pushover as the
Germans were quick to regroup.
Fighting was fierce and savage with many Germans resisting strongly. This
was especially so in the case of the machine gunners, many of whom refused
to surrender and continued firing their weapons until the Australians entered
the weapon pits and killed them by shooting or bayoneting.
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At 3.15am the 35th Battalion launched into its first battle. By 5.30 am on 8 June
1917, Messines had been captured. The 35th Battalion remained in the line
until 12 June, relieving other units in support trenches and assisting in
repulsing the many determined German attempts to retake the Ypres ridge.
The Allied victory at Messines was the first step on the bloody road to Ypres,
and Passchendaele, a village whose name is now infamous, chiefly because
of the huge numbers of men who died nearby in the horrific mud–drenched
battles of 1917. This was referred to as the Third battle of Ypres and lasted
from 31 July until 6 November 1917.
The offensive at Passchendaele was launched on 31 July 1917, with more
than 250,000 British, French and Commonwealth soldiers attacking on a 13kilometre front. The battle continued for three months. The Allied attackers
reached near-exhaustion, with few notable gains. The Germans were able to
reinforce their positions in the region with reserve troops released from the
Eastern Front, where Russia’s army was foundering amid internal turmoil.
Unwilling to give up, Haig ordered a final three attacks on Passchendaele in
late October.
Since the battle for Messines, the 35th Battalion, along with the rest of the 3rd
Division, had been in the back area away from the front, recovering.
By 30 September 1917 the troops had moved to the front line. They travelled
some of the way in buses and then marched through the ruins of Ypres. The
35th Battalion troops found the roads crowded with heavy traffic and were
subjected to bombing from enemy planes dropping bombs along the line of
march.
The battalion left Ypres by the Menin Gate and the Zonnebeke Road and
moved into lines relieving the 13th Kings Own on Zonnebeke Ridge by 1.00 am
on 1 October 1917.
The following day found the German artillery very active. Several rounds
landed in the front trenches, killing 8 men and wounding 11 others. Active
patrolling was continued by the 35th Battalion and on 4 October 1917, in
steady rain, the battalion moved out along the railway line to near Potsdam
Farm, in support of the 10th Brigade, which together with the 11th Brigade were
to attack Broodseinde Ridge.
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisions faced Broodseinde Ridge that stood between
them and Passchendaele. On their left the New Zealanders faced Abraham
Heights. Here for the first time in history four ANZAC Divisions were to fight
together.
Broodseinde Ridge was captured in an action described by many, including
the war correspondent, as the most complete victory won by the British and
Allied armies on the Western front to that time.
The following day the 35th Battalion was pulled out and travelled by bus to
return to Winnezeele Camp west of Ypres and went under canvas for rest and
re-equipping.
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On 8 October 1917 word was received of an
impending stunt and the Battalion commenced
preparations. On 10 October, the Battalion moved by
bus to Ypres and then marched in the rain to Calvary
Farm arriving at 1 am.
Here they were confronted with unbearable
conditions, without shelter and with slush everywhere.
Rain was continuous and they were without their
warmers and cookers, which had not yet arrived. The
men, including the 35th Battalion officers, formed working parties marking out
the lines for the approach march for the impending stunt.
At 5.30 pm on 11 October 1917 the 35th Battalion moved to the start line on
Passchendaele Ridge. The Battalion had been ordered to take part in the
offensive in the 3rd Battle of Ypres or better known to the A.I.F. as the Battle of
Passchendaele. The Battalion was in the front line of the attack and its
immediate object was to take the ridge at Passchendaele. British troops of the
66th Division and the 45th Division had already made several attempts to take
the ridge but failed to move more than a quarter of a mile.
The offensive took place in low-lying land which was home to thick clay soil.
Constant shelling during the war had smashed drainage systems. Days into
the attack, Ypres suffered the heaviest rain for 30 years. Tanks were
immobilised, rifles were clogged up and the shelter usually created by shells
turned to swamps. Many men, horses and pack mules drowned in the
quagmire. The conditions on the ground were so bad that movement was
almost impossible. The artillery just sank in a sea of mud. Men and horses
drowned in the mud that was reminiscent of quicksand. The constant
harassment from German artillery and aircraft took a dreadful toll on men and
horses.
At 5.25 am on Friday 12 October 1917, the 35th Battalion crossed the start line
to begin the attack. To the troops the objective appeared to be an impregnable
position, not only because of the fortifications but because of the appalling
ground conditions. Thick mud tugged at the advancing troops and fouled their
weapons.
By sunset that day the 35th Battalion had only managed to fight itself forward a
distance of 300 yards. Nightfall found the Battalion digging in and struggling to
hold their dearly won ground. Casualties had been heavy, with the Battalion
suffering the loss of 8 of its officers after being caught in a German barrage.
The following morning the 35th Battalion consolidated and dug in on Hill 40, the
Battalion being in close support to the Brigade. Transport was having a bad
time in the conditions with mule teams being used to carry rations and
ammunition. Time was utilised in the construction of foot tracks, duckboards
and mule tracks with the Battalion still on Hill 40 until 15 October 1917.
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The 35th Battalion moved forward up the line into a position occupying ground
in front of the cemetery where it combined with the 33rd Battalion to hold the
line. Here the 35th Battalion was subjected to severe artillery bombardments
and counter attacks by Germans trying to hold the line, however the line was
well consolidated and the Australians held. They were finally relieved on 18
October 1917. The Battalion was gradually moved back to billets at Wismes,
half by bus and the others by train to where the Division, less the artillery,
rested.
The eventual capture of the village, by Canadian and British troops, on 6
November 1917, allowed Haig to finally call off the offensive, claiming victory,
despite some 310,000 British casualties, as opposed to 260,000 on the
German side, and a failure to create any substantial breakthrough, or change
of momentum on the Western Front.
Given its outcome, the Third Battle of Ypres remains one of the most costly
and controversial offensives of World War I, representing, at least for the
British, the epitome of the wasteful and futile nature of trench warfare.
For the 35th Battalion, Passchendaele had been a disaster. Of the 508 men
who crossed the start line, only 90 remained unwounded at the end.
Lest We Forget.
Charlie Stevens
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch Touring
This year we were lucky enough to secure funding for our tours with a
Department of Veteran Affairs Community Grant.
Our first tour was a day trip to the Central Coast to do the Postman’s Run
cruise, and everyone had high praises, especially for our lunch and the
weather. Our next day tour was a cruise on the Great Lakes at Forster and
unfortunately the weather was not kind to us but we had a great time anyway.
Our last tour was a 4day tour to Canberra where a fabulous time was had by
all. We stayed at the Grand Manor Motor Inn, Queanbeyan for the 3 nights
and the Manager/Host, Bree could not do enough for us, we were provided
with breakfast and dinner each night and nothing could be faulted. On our
arrival in Canberra we went to the High Court of Australia where we were
taken on a tour and explained the process of what goes on
here, which I found fascinating. The next day was a very
full day as we visited the Old and New Parliament Houses,
the National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery and the
Mint. Before we knew it, we were back on the bus heading
home with our wonderful driver Keith.
I would like to thank Kings Coaches for their wonderful
organisation of these tours and hope we are able to more
of these wonderful experiences and of a major note a big
“Thank you” for giving a full refund to everyone who had to cancel, especially
the four people who cancelled 2 days before departure.
Photos from the Canberra Trip

Page 22

The Busted Bugle (Summer 2017-18)

You think English is easy?
Homographs
Each of two or more words spelled the same but not necessarily pronounced
the same and having different meanings and origins.
Heteronym
Each of two or more words which are spelled identically but have different
sounds and meanings, such as tear meaning ‘rip’ and tear meaning ‘liquid
from the eye’.
Each of two or more words which are used to refer to the identical thing in
different geographical areas of a speech community, such as nappy and
diaper.
1) The bandage was wound around the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
4) We must polish the Polish furniture.
5) He could lead if he would get the lead out.
6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present
the present.
8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
10) I did not object to the object.
11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.
13) They were too close to the door to close it.
14) The buck does funny things when the does are present.
15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail.
18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
19) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.
20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?
21) Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick'?
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Veterinarians Animal & Pet Stories
My Dog is Itchy!
Over recent years veterinary dermatology has improved dramatically. Not only
has our understanding of the causes of an enormous variety of skin conditions
improved, but advances in our treatment options has transformed the lives of
many patients.
Allergies are the most common cause for dogs to scratch. The most frequent
of these is flea allergy dermatitis. A large percentage of dogs are allergic to
fleas. Often owners will be unable to see fleas on their dog, however it only
takes one flea to bite a flea allergic dog and they can be itchy for weeks. Even
if there are no fleas visible there is often “flea poo” visible in their coat
indicating that there has been fleas present. This looks like tiny coffee grounds
in their hair.
The warmer months of the year are the worst times for fleas. This is because
their eggs are far more viable in warm humid weather. Fleas can live up to 6
weeks and given they lay 50 eggs per day, it does not take long for a minor
flea problem to become a major one.
In order for fleas to lay viable eggs they need to have had a “blood meal” from
your cat or dog. This means that if we can kill fleas at this point, the number of
fleas in your yard will drop dramatically. The best flea products kill fleas at this
stage, whether it be using a traditional “spot on” treatment of using some of
the more effective tablets that have recently become available.
If your dog is itchy, treating it for fleas is almost always the first step.
Another common cause of an itchy dog is Atopic Dermatitis. This is another
form of allergy. Things that trigger hay fever and asthma in people are also
commonly causes of this type of skin condition. In spring and summer this is
often pollens and plant residues. In order to control this type of allergy it is best
to seek advice from your vet. Traditionally, cortisone has been a common
treatment for this type of allergy along with medicated baths. There have
recently been some new treatments become available.
The most recent of these treatments is a drug that specifically breaks the "itch
scratch" cycle in dogs. This drug stops the urge to scratch therefore allowing
the dog's skin time to recover and for other therapies time to take effect. This
treatment does not have the negative side effects associated with cortisone.
In very young and very old dogs, bacterial and fungal infections are common
problems. These are treated with antibiotics or anti-fungals. Your dog should
have a full veterinary assessment to determine the underlying cause of the
infection. Again, anti-microbial baths are often used long term to reduce the
need for antibiotic use.
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In young dogs, or dogs with compromised immune systems, mites can be a
cause if itchiness and hair loss. Your vet will diagnose this by scraping a layer
off the dog’s skin and examining it under a microscope. This has traditionally
been called “mange” and can be caused by two different types of mite. Many
of the modern flea controls now available kill both these mites quickly and
effectively which means we now see far less of these debilitating conditions.
If you have an itchy dog, call your vet to discuss it.
Relief may only be a phone call away.
Dr Andrew Cornwell BVSc.
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What is Happening in Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch?
Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is
laid-up in hospital and would like a visit from one (1) of our Welfare Officers.
Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch of a deceased
Veteran and also mention if they wish to have a RSL Service for the member.

Information on Pensions
We can assist all members of the Australian Defence Force with establishing
your eligibility to lodge your claim forms for submissions to the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs (DVA)
We can assist you to lodge appeals against any decisions by DVA that are not
to your liking
No matter how many years it has been since you were in the services, you are
entitled to apply for a disability pension for injuries or diseases caused or
aggravated by war service or certain defence service rendered on behalf of
Australia.
If you are not receiving TPI or EDA pensions, remember you are able to apply
for an increase in your disability pension.
If you are receiving a service pension you are also entitled to apply for a
disability pension.
This is a free service provided by Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch to any person who
has been involved in, including Peacekeepers and Peacemakers. So please
come and see our Pensions and Welfare Officers to find out if you have a
claim.
Call the Sub-Branch office on the phone numbers available, Wednesday
and/or Saturday mornings to make an appointment to see one of our pension
officers, who will discuss your concerns.

Wellbeing Toolbox
The Wellbeing Toolbox is an on-line resource for veterans, former serving
members and their families. The wellbeing information and tools are general in
nature, so a wide range of people can benefit from them. The website was
developed by Australian Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health (ACPMH)
funded by DVA www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au
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The Bugle Puzzle (Arrow Words)
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Cooking
Baileys Snowballs
Preparation time: 30 minutes plus Chilling
Cooking Time: 5 minutes
648kj per snowball
Makes: 20

Ingredients
400g white chocolate, chopped
½ cup thickened cream
2 tbsp Baileys Irish Cream
½ tsp vanilla extract
½ cup desiccated coconut plus ½ cup extra
Cooking method
1. In a small saucepan, combine chocolate and cream. Stir over low heat
until melted and smooth.
2. Mix in Baileys and vanilla. Pour into medium bowl, stir coconut through.
Chill for 1 hour till firm.
3. Roll tbsp of mixture into balls. Toss in extra coconut to coat. Arrange on
baking-paper-lined tray and chill for 1 hour. Can store in fridge for up two
weeks.
Hear about the new restaurant called Karma?
There’s no menu - you get what you deserve.
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch Meeting Dates
The following lists the Sub-Branch’s Committee and General Meeting dates for
2018.
Note: Committee Meetings start at 1000 Hrs.
General Meetings start at 1015 Hrs.
rd
3 Sunday in May due to Mother’s Day on the 13th May 2018.
TBD
AGM

To be determined
Annual General Meeting

Committee Meetings
(Monday)

General Meetings
(Sunday)

5th February 2018

11th February 2018 (AGM)

5th March 2018

11th March 2018

3rd April 2018 (Tuesday)

8th April 2018

14th May 2018 (Congress)

20th May 2018 (3rd Sunday)

4th June 2018

10th June 2018

2nd July 2018

8th July 2018

6th August 2018

12th August 2018

3rd September 2018

9th September 2018

8th October 2018

14th October 2018

29th October 2018

4th November 2018

rd

3 December 2018

9th December 2018 GM &
(Xmas Lunch)

The following lists other important dates for 2018.
ANZAC Day
Wednesday 25th April 2018
Remembrance Day

Sunday 11th November 2018,
(General Meeting 4th Nov 18)

Women’s Auxiliary Xmas Luncheon

TBD

Sub-Branch Xmas Luncheon

Sunday 9th December 2018

NOTE: The Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch will be closed from Wednesday 19th
December 2018 through to Saturday 12th January 2019.
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The Bugle Belly Laughs
I was watching a marathon the other day and saw one runner dressed as a
chicken and another as an egg.
I thought, Now, this could be interesting.
My neighbor is in the Guinness World Records. He has had 44 concussions.
He lives very close to me. A stone’s throw away, in fact.
When my girlfriend said she was leaving because of my obsession with the
Monkees, I thought she was joking. And then I saw her face …
A Briton flies into Australia and is asked by the immigration officer, “Do you
have any felony convictions?”
The Briton replies, “Sorry. I didn’t realize that was still a requirement.”

Answers for Puzzle
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DVA SERVICES & PROVIDERS
Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA)
Service

Phone

Veterans Affairs Network Newcastle

4926 2733

Transport (e.g. Hire Car to Doctor)

1800 550 455

Countrylink (Trains) Pensioner Travel Voucher

132232

Counselling Services (Psychology)

4915 0420 or
1800 011 046

Home Care – Assessment Agency

1300 550 450

Accepted Disa bility Information Hotline

1300 550 457

Newcastle Legacy

4968 9882 or
4968 9501
Equipment Suppliers
Supplier

Phone

Alphacare Rehabilitation

1300 257 421

Local Mobility

4956 9993
General Providers
Supplier

Phone

Ind ependence Solutions (Incontinence Goods)

1300 788 85 5

Ralph Halliday (DVA Provider: rails etc)

4957 2539
041 2 231 441

Ken French (Carpenter)

0403 312 364

Smithy's Electrical (Electrician)

4960 8377
0412 496 688

Roy Palmer (Electrician)

4951 1100
0417 689 101
Fax: 4951 1196

Sean (General Gardening) no lawn mowing

0409 592 604

Jai (Gardening & Lawn Mowing)

0479 130 467

Mark Jones (Lawn Mowing & Lopping of Trees)

4955 7018

Andrews Pressure Cleaning (e.g. pavers &
concrete pathways $100 per hour- only large jobs
*not DVA contracted)

4942 8931
0410 555 993
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General Providers (cont.)
Supplier

Phone

Rex Maddock (Occupational Therapist)

4946 9336
0412 855 850
Fax: 4965 9383

Dr. Gillia n Maddock (Clinical Psychologist)

4946 9336
Fax: 4965 9383

Alex Mills (Remedial Massage Therapist)

0432 362 444

Optim u m Inta ke (Dietitian's)

0499 008 451

Connor Gleadhill (Physiotherapist)
does Home visits

0405 203 661

Graha m e Lott (Action Carpet Cleaners)

4954 5307

Amazing Clean Belmont (Repairs & Cleaning
Blinds, curtains, mattresses, upholstery & awnings
etc) Rick & Lorraine Bannerman

4946 0500
0417 421 564

Steve Lawson (Private Jobs)

4951 6923
0419 632 230

Pha rmacy Information Hotline

1300 550 459

Hea ring Services Office
(e.g. Hearing Services Voucher)

1800 500 726

A ustralian Hea ring Kota ra (Audiologist's)

4941 3600

Telstra Disa bility Unit (Disability Telephones etc)

1800 068 424

Telstra Faults

132 200

Referral and Information Centre (Respite & ACAT) 4924 2590
Romel (Computer Repairs)

0406 408 060

Men 's Shed (Some general carpentry etc)
*they do not visit clients
l300 550 009
Clients must go to Men 's Shed for work to be done.
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Memorabilia
If you have any information about the items in our display cases regarding who
donated them, please contact the Sub-Branch Office as we have the items
catalogued in an Assets Register and would like to establish ownership details.
If you are a person that donated Memorabilia, please fill out the form below.

Memorabilia donated to Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch

Name

Address

Phone

Witness (Committee Member for Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch)

Signature

Date

I hereby relinquish any claim for memorabilia donated to the Cardiff RSL SubBranch.
Please make a copy of this form for your own records deliver the original to:
Secretary
Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch
P.O. Box 374, or
45 Macquarie Road
Cardiff NSW 2285
If you have questions, contact the Secretary on 4953 7770.
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Change of Address
If you have moved house and not updated your details with the Sub-Branch,
fill in the Change of Address Notification and either post it (snail mail) or hand
deliver it to the Sub-Branch office so your details can be updated. You can
also use the form to update your Phone numbers and email address if you
wish to do so.
Surname:

First Name:

Second Name:

_______________

___________

___________

Spouse's / Partner's Name
_______________

___________

___________

Address:
__________________________________________
Suburb

State

Postcode

_______________

___

____

Home Phone No.
(_ _) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Mobile Phone No.
____ ___ ___

e-mail Address
__________________________________________
Do you wish to receive email correspondence?

Yes / No (please circle)

Consent to photographic and digital images and/or audio and visual
recordings.

Yes / No (please circle)
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DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is produced for the membership of Cardiff RSL SubBranch and complimentary copies are also distributed to interested parties. It is written
with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be accurate at the time of printing.
However, readers should not act, nor refrain from acting, solely on the basis of
information in this newsletter about financial, taxation or any other matter. Readers,
having regard to their own particular circumstances, should consult the relevant
authorities or other advisors with expertise in the particular field, Neither the Cardiff RSL
Sub-Branch, nor the management committee or editorial staff, accept any responsibility
for actions taken by readers.
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Members October End of Month Swipe Draw:
Sunday 28th January at 7.30pm
Be here at 7.30pm for your chance to in a share in $2000 worth of prizes and
vouchers, just in time for Valentine’s Day next month! Each time you visit the
Club, swipe your Membership Card at the Reception terminal and put all your
tickets in the barrel on the 28th of January!
(Members must be present to win)

Members Calendar – January Voucher
Don’t forget to use your January voucher from your Member’s Calendar. Buy a
drink up to the value of $5.50 and receive another drink to the same or lesser
value free!
Have you renewed your Club Membership for 2018?
You still have time to renew your RSL Club Membership for only $5.50 for one
year or $22.00 for 5 years.

Market Day
The Cardiff RSL “Heart & Soul” indoor markets continue on Sunday 18th
February, showcasing local handmade and unique items. Located in the RSL’s
Function Rooms from 10.00am – 2.00pm, entry is by gold coin donation in
support of Ovarian Cancer Research
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